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1. Name of Property
historic name North Terminal Garage

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 600 Commercial Street N/A not for publication
city or town Boston _ _ N/A Vvicinity
state Massachusetts code MA  county Suffolk code 025 zip code 02114

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this “nomination
* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
AMmeets ¢ does not meet/ttje National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally ¢ statewide “locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.) .

[Signature of certifying official/Tile  Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director
iMassachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Office

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereKy certify that this property is; Signati Date of Action
M entered in the National Register .
* See continuation sheet. 9/|||9 7

» determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



North Terminal Garage
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private X building(s)

_ public-local _ district

__ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION: parking garage

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commercial Style

Narrative Description

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
sites
structures
_ Objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION: parking garage

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  Concrete

walls  Concrete, Brick

roof  Asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

TheNorth Terminal Garage islocated on the south Sde of Commercid Street a the edge of
Boston's North End neighborhood. The building occupies neaxrly al of its irregular-shaped lot
which is bounded by Commercid Streat to the north, the Copps Hill playground to the south,
Hull Strest to the eedt, and Prince Strest to the west. The contour of the land is such that the lot
dopes gegply upward from Commercid Street to the playground, afactor that played an
important rolein dictating the garages unusud design. Thebuilding isthree sories in height,
pproximately 235 feet acrossthe Commercid Street elevation and rangesfrom 255 to 365 feet
eep. The structure has aconcrete foundation, reinforced concrete walls, and aflat roof which
a0 savesas parking area. The building extends ten bays across the facade and 13 bays deep.
Bays average 25 feet on center and are divided by concrete piers. Within each bay, floorsare
divided by wide concrete lintels, creating agrid pattern acrossall devations. At the second and
third floorsbrick spandrd pands are st beow the sills. Window openings a the upper floors
contain multi-pane sed saeh. Theroof isframed by apargpet that is Sepped a the center of the
facade. Accesstothe interior parking aressis gained by means of three wide automobile
entrances, one a each of the three levels (two dong Hull Strest and one dong Commercid
Street), allowing for an unusud and efficient floor plan void of interior ramps. All but the
Commercia Street openings can be dosed off by overheed rolling doors. There was originally
one additional vehicle entrance to thefirst floor a the Prince Stireet eevation which was one bay
wide but was infilled with brick in the 1980s The mod significant ateration to the exterior
occurred in 1962 when four of the bays in the northeast comer of the building (one on Hull
Street, three on Commercid Street) wereinfilled. These bays were originally open and this
cregted an area smilar to arecessed porte-cochere where vehicles could pull off the dreet (there
wes originally ages station in the building and thismay have been the location). At the same
time, the eesternmost doorway a the Commercid Street devation (which leeds to astairwell)
was modified. Thetwo bays west of the doorway were modified in 1953 (eesternmogt) and ca
1960 (westernmost); they are now partialy infilled with masonry and contain narrow band of
windows. There have ds0 been severd changes to fenestration a the Hull Stret (eest) devation.
In the southernmogt bay aramp was ingtalled in 1954 to provide acoess to the roof when parking
was added there. Judt north of that bay, the next bay was infilled with concrete block in 1964. In
the 1950s windows were reduced in Sze or removed insx bays dong thisdevation. In generd,
exterior finishes are in good condition athough there are a number of broken window
The Prince Stregt elevation and the rear eevation (facing the playground) have been dtered very
little. Exterior concrete has been repaired on anumber of occasions, dthough vintage

ogrgphs indicate that the exterior concrete remained unpainted until the 1950s  1n gopears
that in the mid-1950s repair to the concrete was undertaken and the exterior concrete wasfirst
painted.

o Q

Asde from anumber of dterationsto fenedtration, primarily a dreet level, the building remains
very muchintact. Theinterior isdivided by structurd partitions, into large open parking arees
Throughout the building, exposed concrete mushroom columnsform agrid pattem which is
interrupted by asmall number of partitions which were erected throughout the years to

(continued)
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accommodate the various tenants. The garagewas designed not only for parking passenger
automobiles but dso 0 that portions of the building could be partitioned off for tenants wanting
aplace to goretheir commercid vehicles. Often thesetenants created offices or Sorage rooms
within their goaces Finishes throughout the building are uniform and utilitarian. These include
reinforced concrete dabs separating each level, and a combination of exposed brick, terra cotta,
and concrete partitions. The perimeter walls, columns, and partitions are al painted.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehistoric stesare currently recorded on the nominated property, Stesmay be present.
Twelve prehistoric sites have been recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Locationa
characterigics (dope, soil drainage, disance to water) of the property are dso generdly
favorable for many types of prehistoric stes. While someof the parcd is segply doped, other
aessae moderatdy doping. Soil drainage isfavorable and the property isin dose proximity
(within 1000ft.) to Boston Harbor in the areaof its confluence with the Charles, Mystic and
ChdsmaRivers. Ingpite of the aoveinformation, the potentia for significant prehistoric
cultural resourcesislow. Historic period landuse beginning with the Boston Consolidated Gas
holding tanks and buildings in 1828 then the constmction of the garagein the 1920s which
covers mog of the property, havelikely impacted any prehistoric cultura resourcesoriginaly
present in the area.

There isamoderate to high potentia for historic archaeologica resources on the property.
Stmctura remains may survive from holding tanks and buildings of the Boston Consolidated

Gas Company dating to 1828. Many of these dmctures were destroyed by the Grest Molasses
Hood of 1919. The largest holding tank and two small buildings were still extant in 1922 then
later demolished, probably for constmction of the garage. Archaeological resources dating to the
20" century and directly related to the garage may dso exist. Some aress of the garage have been
smcturdly dtered, including severd exterior bays which have beeninfilled. Structura survivas
ae likely present from thesearees Fud tanks and other smctures may aso be present from a
ges dation which was dso originaly located in the building.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

X G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
TRANSPORTATION

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1925-1950

Significant Dates
1925

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

NA
Cultural Affiliation
NA

Architect/Builder
Little & Russell/Aberthaw Company

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

X previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
_ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission



North Terminal Garage Suffolk, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 70,492 sHf.

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 330490 4692390 3.19 330540 4692310
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 330550 4692430 4. 19 330610 4692360
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  Christine S. Beard, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director. MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  Julv 1997
street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

IMaps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Robie Properties

street & number 175 Andover Street telephone  617-777-8677

city or town Danvers state MA zip code 01923

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain

a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for

reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the

Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

TheNorth Termina Garage possessssintegrity of design, materids, setting, workmanship, and
association with automobile use in Boston. Itisarare surviving example of a 1920s parking
facility and is distinguished as the city's only multi-story garage built without interior ramps or
devators. The building isof loca significance and meatsCriteriaA and Cfor listing in the
National Regiger. It dso meas Criteria Consgderation G as the location of the 1950 Brinks

robbery.

Condructed in 1925 for the North Termina Corporation, the garage was designed by architects
Little & Russdl and built by the Aberthaw Company. Prior to construction of the garage, the site
was owned by the Boston Consolidated Gas Company which had a seriesof buildings and
holding tanks on the dite, dating back to 1828. By 1922 all that remained was the largest holding
tank and two smdl buildings, all located at the highest point of the site, nearest Show Hill Street.
It gopears that the sructures formerly dong Commercid Strest may have been logt as aresult of
the great molasses explosion of 1919 (the molasses tank thet erupted in January of 1919 wes
located on the opposite Sde of Commercid Stredt, a short digance to the east). By 1925 the
northern half of the ste (fronting on Commerciad Street) was purchased by the North Terminal
Corporation and plans were underway to build the existing garage. According to building permit
records, the garagewas congtructed a a cost of $400,000 and could accommodeate 700 cars. At
the time it was built, the garage was one of the largest in Boston. Although it was only three
dories, its unique design alowed for large capacity inardatively smal amount of goacedue to
the lack of interior ramps. Thiswas possible because of the Segp doping site which provided
dreet-level acoessa each floor. The 1929 Boston city directory advertisesthe North Terminal
Gaage as the largest in the Eadt without ramps or devators. Aswas typica of early garages it
not only included parking but dso areasfor automobile repair and atenant ges station. Through
the years, portions of the building were leasad to truck rental companies and firmsthat required
goecefor commercia vehicles.

The advent of the modem parking garage was the direct result of the automobile becoming the
principal meansof trangportation in the early 20th century. Intothe 1910s trolleys, ferriesand,
trains were the vehicles of choice for Boston commuters. By 1915 automobiles quickly gained
popul arity as they became more available and affordable, providing travelers with greeter

and mobility. In response, agrowing number of automobile-related businesses
sprang up throughout the city. In addition to parts manufacturers, automobile deders, and cars
for hire, therewere ds0 "garages'. These early garages were primarily sarvice gations providing
ges and repairs but ,as automobile use increased, many of them began providing goeces to dore
cars, both for commuters and resdentsin urban locations where parking was scarce. Typica of
these was the Uphams Comer Garagein Dorchester which provided storage, repair, painting, and
aupplies for tmcks and plessure cars. They dso fumished carsfor "theater parties, weddings,
chrigenings, funeras, touring, etc..” Among the earliest buildings to goproach what we know as

(continued)
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the urban parking garage were the former Patch Garage on . Botolph Street (ca. 1917) and the
SS Pennock Building of 1916 that stood in the South End of Boston a Clarendon and Warren
Streets (no longer extant). The Patch Garage was atwo-story stmcture with parking for about
300 cars and goecefor an auto repair shop and parts manufacturing; itislikely that cusomers
were predominantly neerby resdents. The Parmock Building was atwo-story combined
dorage/parking facility. Although still on arelatively smal scae, buildings of thistype werethe
foremrmers to the larger modem garages They weretypically one or two stories with parking
for about 200 to 350 vehicles. By the late 1910s there were numerous of these mid-size parking
garages cattered throughout the city. An extant example of thistype isthe former Brown
Garage on Brimmer Street (now private parking condos) in Beacon Hill and the former Armory
Garage (122-132 Arlington Street - now Boston Center for Adult Education).

In the late 1910s and into the 1920s as automobiles becameincreasingly popular and the demand
for parking came not only from city resdents but increasngly from commuters, larger parking
garageswere built. Theselarge-scde parking facilitieswere the first of the modem parking
garage. Built principally as parking facilities (to accommodate resdents, commuters, and
shoppers), ranged from five to seven gories, and had capacities for about 600 to 800 vehicles.
Among the earliest of these larger-scade garages were the Old Cusom House Garage (1918)
which good a 20 Cusom House Street and the Eliot Street Garage (ca. 1920) which was located
where the Trangportation Building now stands. The Charles Streat Garage (1919) is a four-story
example but had afairly large capacity due to a gpace-saving automobile devator and a 1923
addition. Other extant examples of thistype include the garage a 119-127 Portland Street of
1918 (converted to offices), 248-270 Cambridge Strest from 1925 (converted to resdences),
Westland Avenue Garage of ca. 1920 (sfiU public parking, primarily serving Symphony Hall;
a=0 includes car rental agency), and the North Termina Garage of 1925 (still public parking).
Although the North Termina Garage was only three stories, it was comparable in cgpacity to the
others of the period because of its unique desgn which had no interior ramps but rather took
advantage of the doped site to provide direct aooess from the dreet to each floor.

In 1926 congtmction of the Motor Mart on Eliot Street marked the sart of a new eain parking
garage constmction. 1t was the largest parking garagein the world a the timeit was built, with
capacity for 2000 cars. Like the earlier garages, the Motor Mart offered anumber of
automobile-related services, including washing, repairs, and gas The Motor Mart became the
modd for garages to come. It was dear that automobiles were going to be widely used and
parking garageswere anecessty and profitable. Thisnew generation of massve parking garages
meant the demise of mog of the early twentieth century garages. Many were demolished to
meke way for larger facilitieswhile others were converted to dtemate uses. Only ahandful of
the roughly thirty modem garagesbuilt before 1925 remainin use as public parking facilities. Of
these, the North Terminal Garage is one of the most well-preserved.

In its more recent history, the North Termina Garage was notable as the location of the infamous
1950 Brinks Robbery. Brinks armored car and delivery service occupied goece a the reaer of the

(continued)
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sscond floor from about 1948 until about 1958. Not only did they soretheir tmcks in the garage
but this was dso the location of their main vault. The Soacewas partitioned into severd rooms,
including various money counting and sorting rooms where they would prepare their deliveries
of payrolls and cashto local banks. 1n January of 1950 deven masked thieves entered the Brinks
Soece, tied up severd employees, and stole gpproximatdly 2 million dollars. It was the largest
robbery ever perpetrated in the country a thetime. Ironicaly, the Garages design may have
abetted the criminals, as evidence uncovered after the robbery indicated that membersof the
gang had cased the Brinks offices from the rooftops of neighboring tenements, observing the
office routine through the windows on the Prince Strest and southern elevations.  Although the
men were eventudly convicted and imprisoned for the crime, little of the stolen money weas ever
recovered.

Archaeologica Significance

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to further document power
and trangportation related technologies which characterized urban growth of the Boston area
Any resources which survive fromthe Boston Consolidated Gas Company can document the
devdopment and growth of the ges industry during the early 19* century. Thisinformation can
be important inthe analys's of early gas technologies and the growth of urban gas supply
sygems. Archaeological resources can dso contribute information directly reated to the
congtruction and operation of theNorth Terminal Garage and the development of the automobile
rdated industry. Stmctura remains and archaeologica features can asss in the documentation
of constmction techniques used and the origina layout of the garage, portions of which have
been modified snce constmction. Archaeologica resources can dso help verify the location of
the ges station, whaose exact location is uncertain, and itsfacilitieswithin the garage. This
information can play an important role in sudies ofthe birth and growth of automobile
trangportation in thisarea,

(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

July5L4, 1997

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Faces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination for:

North Termina Garage, 600 Commercid Street, Boston (Suffolk Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
SaeHigtoric Preservafion Officer. The owners of property in the Certified Local Government
community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consgderation 60-120 days
before the meeting.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg, National Regider Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

cc. Hallam J. Smith, Robie Properties, owner
Thomas M. Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
Alan Schwartz, Chair, Boston Landmarks Commission
Maura FitzPatrick, Boston Landmarks Commission, CLG coordinator
Chrigtine Beard, Preservafion Consultant

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Websitee www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



