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Indisputably one of the finest eza^.ples of 19th century 
Greek-.Revival architecture in this section of Indiana, 
Memorial Hall, located on Ohio Street between 2nd and 3rd 
Streets, was built as a Branch Bank of the Second State 
Bank of Indiana in 183^. Edwin J. Peck, a prominent Indian 
architect-builder of the period, was superintendent of 
construction.

The mark of its architectural significance is, of cour 
the facade, which imitates a Greek doric temple with four 
fluted columns, all supporting an entablature with a frieze 
of triglyphs and^ metopes; one triglyph over each column and 
one over each inbrcolumniation-the precise formula used in 
antiquity, but rarely found in any 19th century revival 
works. The old bank occupied the first floor under a large 
domed skylight. The second floor was fitted up as a 
residence for the bank cashier's living quarters. When 
National banks were organized in 18(55, the bank ceased 
operations, and the building was sold to Lorens Kussner as 
a comnercial store for selling musical instruments. His 
daughter, Amalia Kussner Coudert, won world-wide fame as a 
miniature painter. A talented family, they fitted up one 
room with a stage on which were given many performances. 
Sfter several changes and the sale of the property by the 
Kussners, the building became a second-hand shop known as 
"The Old Curiosity Shop." Its owner, Zebulon Heaberlin, 
sold the building to the GAR Memorial_Hall Association. 
They maintained it as headquarters for Civil War veterans 
groups, the Woman's Relief Corps, and other patriotic 
societies. It became a repository for war relics and 
photographs of veterans,etc. In the 1920's it again changed 
hands, becoming the Memorial Hall Association, and was in 
the care of first the Spanish American War veterans, then 
the World War I veterans, and now the United War Veterans 
Council. A large addition was built on for a meeting room,

^kitchen and serving facilities were added, but the original 
part of the building remains.very much as it was when the 
bank opened its doors in 183^. The building is the. oldest

^business building in the City of Terre Haute, and is 
located across the street from the Vigo County Court House.
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In addition to its architectural significance, and the 
fact that it is one of the very few buildings of its —^ 
type left in Indiana, it is the oldest commercial building' 

<- left in the City of Terre- Haute.

Its Civil War significance, as well as its use by veterans 
of all the past wars of the United States, makes it 
unique in military relics and historical importance in 
this community.

It is important to preserve a fine example of an early 
banking institution. The Second State Bank of Indiana 

r has often been hailed as one of the most successful banks 
of the pre-Civil War era.

Pine art glass portraits of Civil War heroes and early 
bankers of Terre .Hauter are still in place around the 
domed cei'ling skylight.

Only one other structure in the City of Terre Haute has 
an older history of service in the community than this 
one has.



Indiana State Archiyes, architect's plans on file for all 
Branch Banks built by State of Indiana, 1834 
History of Early Terre Haute, 1816 to 1840, by B.Condit,
publ.1900, page 158. 
TERRE HAUTE TRIBUNE, June 4,1931-see enclosed clipping 
TERRE HAUTE TRIBUNE, Dec. 2, 1951 - see enclosed clipping 
fERRE HAUTE GAZETTE, Oct. 12, 1903- see enclosed clipping
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
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f. TERRE HAUTE MEMORIAL HALL, located on Ohio Street between 2nd and 3rd streets is 
|-indisputably one of the finest examples of 19th century Greek Revival architecture in 
jithis section of Indiana. The work was originally used as the Branch Bank of Indiana 
-and^was built between 1832 and 1834. Edwin J. Peck, a prominent Indiana architect- 

builder of the period, was superintendent of construction. The mark of its architectural 
significance is of course the facade, which imitates a Greek doric temple with four 
fluted columns, all supporting an entablature with a frieze of triglyphs and metopes: 
one tnglyph over each column and one .over each intercolumniation - the precise 
formula used in antiquity but rarely found in any 19th century revival works



TERRE HAUTE^ MONpA^MORNlNG, OCTOBER 12, 1903.

tOWNER OF THAT FAMOUS LANDMARK ! 
"THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP" SERIOUSLY ILL

"The Old Curiosity Shop," as the 
venerable and time-worn building, Is 
called, is Terra Haute's -.most .historic {
edifice. - ,..•.''• ^-:; ;:

It was built for {he Terre Haute 
branch of the State Bank of Indiana, 
.and .opened -for- business 4n.;.i8i4v i :-'31^ai 
first president was the,;' late Deriiaal 
Deming, sr,, father of the present, pres 
ident of the First National bank"t and 
tho first Cashier - was ' ; Curti3 Gilbert, 
Other cashiers in later yearw, were ; Jo 
seph S. Jenckes, W. R. McKeen and 
Preston HUBaey. The bank's flrst' Bnfe 
was bought in Louisville, at a cost of 

| :|1,000, and the large round table arou,nd 
which Terre Haute's first financiers

I weed'
; "•.£-'."

and

times in'..the panics of 1837,; 1857 ' and 
.the ( war tlmeH,, wa« made by a town 
carp'enter ami |a still'in use, in the 
board room of; the Kational State bank. 
The old bank, outride of ,the business 
room, -and on the, /Sacond' floor, waS 
fttted up as a, residence for the cashiers, 
^^•al! ^^|vb.p^;Hye(|,'t|iere^;an<2,' after • 
;the"i>uitdmg .was deserted by;/.the .bank,, 
it 'was Q;dcupied by the family of Lorenz 
Itussiier, ; "whose , daughter, , Amalia 
Kussner CoucLerk has won world-wide 
fame as a, .minaturo painter. The 
Kussner family ,was one o£ .many tal 
ents and had one room fitted up with 
a stage on which were given many 
beautiful performances. After several 
changes and the sale of the property 
by \he KuSstiers, the building became 
a i second-hand shop, in which , were

. , . —PUo«.t, by Bundy.

many quaint and curious relics that it 
became known as "The Old Curiosity 
Shop." Z. Heaberlin, its owner, is no\y 
seriously ill at his home, $11 Center 
street, and fears are entertained for; 
his recovery. ,
• The Branch bank, .which '..In its 
:thli't't<. year : -;h&d, 4,; surplus of '::$1S4,000^ 
was.•;.&•. niost."-"iuse'fui •Institution, to thej 
community, but passed out of exist 
ence^ when the National banks suo-ii 
ceeded the old style of banks. ' '"] 

'Its stockholders organiser] the ,Nar ! 
tional State bank,in 18G5. and the last 
cashier of the old bank "-became the 
first cashier of the new, and in a few* 
rnontha • succeoded to the presidencsf 
on the sudden death of ^eyl G. WarrenJ: 
and still holds the" responsible po-! 
Bition. . . ', • '-/.' -.--'• ':'/•; , '



••ii-f.

!;. ;uu io::.>- Lt<;- a Lobby with The O,- j 
•tte uia<; ti. Li Vuiairtfi- shxmld b^ foo,j,r-a, j 
.-r/iored a?ul pn-- .erved. Jt would xuika J 
rs:a;vu5iicont ^J;*t from soiao of the <!<:;- 

i iu.i njf.-j'i.H of the roundcra of 'i'oiTrt JJauLtj 
''Mi);j ! to fi)o city to bo uised for muse-am pur- 

; * [i.'j j I "?.'•'?>, or better cLill, to au orKuni'/.s-iio:' 
j «./' Kjj \v'o*non'i3 ci.'.uba for a propyli.eun

o/t<? of Terro i.taai,«'s widest and. hand- j 
SGi^iest streets, Ohio, whfoli is socu ta b« J 
o :;'< ; ;ii;il and. Hifido tlio flflesfc drlvo ia. tho j 

M *^»^ 1, . •* - /?.#/,•,«--- -».?<- | state; and locfiiod as thia UctldiHg Is op- ; 
SkiSO .« f^Tt? ^&d/«rf & | r,osi to tlio beauiira! court housa and !

JTi"r3i iicd near to the Third and Wahas?i '

•Th

s.", '"•" tf ?! r-»
r >'=, ^ i; i. 'iti r, L ii i^.

-/? f ~f , ,-«i „"- ?f^. /^ ,, •- |cC/ $ ^~ ?̂ ^ ''O^"^''' V£" ^ Jfa*"*jS> i
^^/^^,^/>-/v' f^^-f^f^;^ i iH> ^'-. TJio rear MI' rorudcrv;o portion ut | 
•^tC'TV *^io» A >. o/^s/^f | t£iit . ball(2 jjis: Cou ia 3 at modorato expense {

/n/err wove a \™ ̂ ma clUMll or cittoas ,riu j
H^StOrV Gf fflC ^roscnt ir- to ihe €{t^ or to t}« oJ-iOtni2a' j 

^ " ' tio.a refoj-ied to, why not form an organ- ! 
•Ration and. buy it? • j 
i' ltd o-wni-r, Mr. S. Heaberlia, vh-j ac.- i

. . i <iuii, ei;j it *-rota jtir -K /, nia i« a Kudsner Coa- j 
o (;-wai-.tt.o Is glad to note that !ts ,- cler^ 5s la poor heaUh smd may cot 1:! , va | 
r^svrtra'ry, The -Star, 3s taking an thu hoalth and fctvongth to t-ontinuo tha 
i-e;U in "T;ic CM Curiositr Shop," .business of the "Old Ourioaity fUiop;" o? \ 
hopes it will join th r5 effort Tfas even it' he sliould ho would ao doubt bo j 
•tt'j hat, been uialdng for yonrs to / villlng to soil tho j/lacii for u rca.-jcjtxblo |

THE OL'i 'ATE BAf^K, NOW KNOWN AS "THE OLD CURIOSITY
SHOP," on Ohio Street. Tho pars and Ink sks'ich, from v^hlch the abova 
cut y/?is rnad«, WHS drawn for the. Gazette som$ years ago by Mr. Norman 
P, Rood? at that time lh<v csrtoostis* for this paper. Ho was s stranger in 
t!'s & c!ty, fresh from the Art schoo! al r'Jostor., and waa- at once aitractedj 
as all with arisstio Instinois &'.•*, to this nc>b!e old buiidmrj.

have tbis building appreciated. It is this 
city's taost. Interesting relic and most 
perfect specimen'of-tbe noble Grecian ; ar« 

It waa built for e. byanoh o£

pries for a public end, lik© that pro- $0
posed, '•'• " " . -.. '• •"';"''-, • i ' V . 

To t oar it do-soi Tyould ba simply saori- fj^.
Ieg«. •'' . •• •• ' •••'; ; , : %,



THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 1931.

WAR VETERANS:MEE
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810 OHIO STREET.

TERR'S' -BATJTE TRIB 
Dedicate 0|V^ria0j(l[ 

:Vigo County's Memorial Hall was 
formally dedicated Thursday when 
the,members of the various patri 
otic societies of the city kept open 

, house at the newly repaired build- 
• ing, which stands as a monument 
1 to the valiant soldiers and sailors 
and their widows and orphans. Rep 
resentatives of the G.A.R. posts, 

i the Women's Relief Corps, the Sons 
of Veterans and other closely 
allied with these societies aided 
in the reception. The doors were 
thrown open at 2 p.m. and the in 
terior of the4 building was hand 
somely decorated. Marx Meyers 
donated a very handsome Ameri 
can flag to be hung in the hall and 
several other mementoes were also


