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TITLE H. Austin Crabbs, Inc.

Davenport, IA 52803

MAP

DESCRIPTION

1863-68FORM 2 story industrial bldg., roof shallow side gable or flat______
MATERIALS brick, stone foundation & basement________gTYLE mid-19th century industrial
PFNFSTRATIOM segmental ;arch predominates________________________
DIST. FEATURES

ALTERATIONS MlrMlp w/f»diTnf>nt"pd 1 Rfi^* siih«?f»niipnf- flrlditions to 1868

SITE a RELATED ^TR riverfront location in old milling district

STATEMENT .

According to Oszuscik (1979) this is the oldest standing structure in Davenport 
known to have been designed for steam operated industrial use, and thus merits 
recognition as the city f s earliest extant example of an important building type.

SOURCES

Oszuscik, p. 147



building is associated with the Shields Woolen Mill known later as the 
/Davenport Woolen Mill. The woolen industry was confined to this one firm, 
experiencing prosperity and setbacks from the Civil War years through 1914. 
Although other Mill buildings dotted the original riverfront industrial site, 
this is the only factor building extant because Joseph Shield's residence is non- 
extant, the value of this structure is increased.
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DESCRIPTION

Joseph Shield's Woolen Mill was established in 1863 to capitalize on the new found 
popularity of wool. By 1870 with an annual production valued at $36,000 and 52 
employees, woolen manufacturing was the 6th largest industry in Davenport. Fires 
and financial setbacks plagued the company in the 1870 f s and in 1878, Shield's 
committed suicide.

The reincorporated mill operated as Davenport Woolen Mill from 1881 to 1914. 
Clothing, blankets, flannels and cashmeres were produced by the Mill's 140 
workers during the 1890 f s.

SOURCES 
Richter, August, "A True History of Scott County," Davenport Democrat, December

18, 1921.
Davenport Illustrated, Saengerfest Souvenier, Davenport, 1898. 
Christiansen, Thomas P. "An Industrial History of Scott County, Iowa," Annals 

of Iowa, April, 1940, p. 286.
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