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Town Somerviiie
Address 130 Highland Avenue
Historic Nae First Unitarian Church

U= Present religious
Original religious

DESCRPTION

Dae 1897

Source cornerstone

Style Richardsonian Romanesgue Revival

Richardson, & Drivi
random quarre
faced granite

Architect Hartwell,
Exterior Hall Fabric

Outbuildings  none

Magjor Alterations (with dates)

none
Condition good
Moved no Dae n/a
Aceege less than one acre
Setting South side of Highland, cornei
of Trull Lane, residential, commerciz
& institutional surrounds, heavily

travelled route.
Recorded by
Organization Mass. Historical Commissic
Dae September, 1988

Gretchen G. Schuler



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)
The First Unicarian Church retains integrity

of location, design,

materials, workmanship, feeling, and association with the late-igth

century institutional development of t he Central Hill area of
Somerviiie. The church i s important for its association with well
known architectural firm Hartwell, Richardson and Driver. The First
Unitarian Church fulfills Criteria A anli C of the National Register
of Historic Places on the local level.

ARHTECTURL. SGNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of

other buildings wthin the conmunity.

The First Unitarian Church, built i n1894 , i sa fine example of the
Richardsonian Romanesque style for which thebuilding's designers,
Hartwell, Richardson, and Driver, were so well known. The imposing
structure displays an asymmetrical plan with steeply pitched gable roof
clad i ngreyish-green slate. Variety i nmaterials and architectural
shapes contribute tothedistinguished design. The random faced

granite facades, theslate roof, thevertical
doors, the® iron scroll full width door hinges,
and flashing have been retained. Fenestrati

wood Datten entrance
and t hecopper gutters
on, which i s varied,

includes narrow lancet windows, round-headed andrectangular windows of

multi lights, stained glass windows, and a one-

The refcessed entrance within a Romanesque arch

story polygonal bay.
i ssetwithin t hebase

of t hepyramdal corner belfry attached t ot hewest side of themin

church building.
HSTORCAL. SGNHCANE Explain the role owers played in |ocal
building relates to the devel opnent of the comaunity:.

or state history ad how the

Built on Central Hill theFirst Unitarian Church building was t helast
of several built for this congregation. Hi ghl and Avenue, originally
part of an old route known as "Barberry Land" or "M ddle Way" extended
only t o Central Street wuntil 1870 when it was continued t o Davis
Squar e. 't was t hesite of civic buildings, several churches of large

congregations, and of large single famly honmes.

The First Unitarian Society of Somerviiie held

its first meeting for

public worship and was organized i n 1844, The congregation had three
church buildings between 1844 and 1869. | n 1894 this building was
erected. Renown architects Hartwell, Richardson, and Driver designed
this church building in the style made popular by HH Richardson. The
; building i ssignificant for its well defined architectural style and
Njts association with thewell known architectural firm, 't i s also
| mportant for its association with t hedevelopment of Central Hill as
| t hecivic and institutional center of Somerviiie and for its

association with the development of t hereligious community.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Ntunber: 89001264 Date Listed: 09/ 18/ 89
First Unitarian Church M ddl esex NA
Property Nane County State

Somerviiie MPS
Mul ti pl e Nane

This property is listed i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation docunmentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or anmendnents,
notwi thstanding t heNational Park Service certification included
in thenom nation docunentation.

A gnaturo' of t he Keeper Date of Action
Amrended Itens i nNom nation:

Section 8: Criteria considerations

Criteria exception A is applicable for t heproperty's religious
function.

This information was confirmed with Betsy Friedberg, MASHPQ by
tel ephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)
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REQUESTED ACTI ON NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY First Unitarian Church
NAME

MLTI PLE  Somerviiie MPS
NAME

STATE & GOUNTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 8/ 04/ 89 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 8/ 15/ 89
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 8/ 31/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 9/ 18/ 89
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89001264

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW
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