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AREA FORM NO. 

1^4 

Town Somerviiie 

Address 130 Highland Avenue 

Historic Name F i r s t Uni tar ian Church 

Photo (3"x3» or 3'x5", black and 
*(Kite) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of forw. 

Sketch Map: Draw mp showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate al l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 189^ 

r e l i g ious 

r e l i g ious 

Source cornerstone 

Style Richardsonian Romanesque Reviva! 

Architect Har twe l l , Richardson, & Drivi 
random quarre  

Exterior Hall Fabric faced granite 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition good 

See Attached Assessor's Map 

it-

Z E N  
UTM REFERENCE 19 326/970 469^^ /̂720 

uses QUADRANGLE Boston North 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting South side of Highland, cornei 

of T r u l l Lane, r e s i d e n t i a l , commerciz 

& i n s t i t u t i o n a l surrounds, heavi ly 

t r a v e l l e d route . 

Recorded by Gretchen G. Schuler 

Organization Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commissic 

Date September, 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The F i r s t U n i c a r i a n Church r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e l a t e - i g t h 
c e n t u r y i n s t i t u t i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e C e n t r a l H i l l a r e a o f 
S o m e r v i i i e . The church i s i m p o r t a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h w e l l 
known a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m H a r t w e l l , Richardson and D r i v e r . The F i r s t 
U n i t a r i a n Church f u l f i l l s C r i t e r i a A anJi C of the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Church, b u i l t i n 1894 , i s a f i n e example o f t h e 
R i c h a r d s o n i a n Romanesque s t y l e f o r w h i c h t h e b u i l d i n g ' s d e s i g n e r s , 
H a r t w e l l , Richardson, and D r i v e r , were so w e l l known. The i m p o s i n g 
s t r u c t u r e d i s p l a y s an as y m m e t r i c a l p l a n w i t h s t e e p l y p i t c h e d gable r o o f 
c l a d i n g r e y i s h - g r e e n s l a t e . V a r i e t y i n m a t e r i a l s and a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
shapes c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e d i s t i n g u i s h e d d e s i g n . The random f a c e d 
g r a n i t e facades, t h e s l a t e r o o f , t h e v e r t i c a l wood D a t t e n e n t r a n c e 
d o o r s , the^ i r o n s c r o l l f u l l w i d t h door h i n g e s , and the copper g u t t e r s 
and f l a s h i n g have been r e t a i n e d . F e n e s t r a t i o n , w h i c h i s v a r i e d , 
i n c l u d e s narrow l a n c e t windows, round-headed and r e c t a n g u l a r windows of 
m u l t i l i g h t s , s t a i n e d g l a s s windows, and a o n e - s t o r y p o l y g o n a l bay. 
The refcessed e n t r a n c e w i t h i n a Romanesque a r c h i s set w i t h i n the base 
of the py r a m i d a l corner b e l f r y a t t a c h e d t o the west s i d e of the main 
church b u i l d i n g . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 

B u i l t on C e n t r a l H i l l the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Church b u i l d i n g was the l a s t 
of s e v e r a l b u i l t f o r t h i s c o n g r e g a t i o n . Highland Avenue, o r i g i n a l l y 
p a r t of an o l d r o u t e known as " B a r b e r r y Land" or "Middle Way" extended 
o n l y t o C e n t r a l S t r e e t u n t i l 1870 when i t was c o n t i n u e d t o Davi s 
Square. I t was the s i t e of c i v i c b u i l d i n g s , s e v e r a l churches of l a r g e 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s , and of l a r g e s i n g l e f a m i l y homes. 

The F i r s t U n i t a r i a n S o c i e t y of S o m e r v i i i e h e l d i t s f i r s t meeting f o r 
p u b l i c w o r s h i p and was or g a n i z e d i n 1844. The c o n g r e g a t i o n had t h r e e 
c h u r c h b u i l d i n g s between 1844 and 1869. I n 1894 t h i s b u i l d i n g was 
e r e c t e d . Renown a r c h i t e c t s H a r t w e l l , R ichardson, and D r i v e r designed 
t h i s church b u i l d i n g i n the s t y l e made p o p u l a r by H.H. Richardson. The 

; b u i l d i n g i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s w e l l d e f i n e d a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e and 
^ i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the w e l l known a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m . I t i s al s o 

I m p o r t a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the development of C e n t r a l H i l l as 
I t h e c i v i c and i n s t i t u t i o n a l c e n t e r o f S o m e r v i i i e and f o r i t s 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the development of the r e l i g i o u s community. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
B r o m e l y , G . W . , A t l a s o f t h e C i t y o f S o m e r v i i i e , 1 8 9 4 . 
S a m u e l s , E d w a r d , S o m e r v i i i e : Pas t and P r e s e n t , 1897 . jg|jp» ' * 
S o m e r v i i i e J o u r n a l , November 15 , 1 8 9 0 . • ' 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Ntunber: 89001264 

F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Church 

Date L i s t e d : 09/18/89 

Property Name 

Somerviiie MPS 
Multiple Name 

Middlesex 
County 

MA 
State 

This property i s l i s t e d i n the National Register of Historic 
Places i n accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service c e r t i f i c a t i o n included 
i n the nomination documentation. 

A gnaturo'of the Keeper Date of Action 

Amended Items i n Nomination: 

Section 8: C r i t e r i a considerations 

C r i t e r i a exception A i s a p p l i c a b l e f o r the property's r e l i g i o u s 
f u n c t i o n . 

This i n f o r m a t i o n was confirmed w i t h Betsy Friedberg, MASHPO, by 
telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY F i r s t Unitarian Church 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Somerviiie MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/31/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/18/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001264 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N / 

ixlcCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE 

ABSTRACT/SDMMARY COMMENTS: 

^, ̂  A^'^'^^^^^''''A,t.^AAA<^^ 
^iu!^Aii^^'(AA^t^^ ^0^A^^AA^^^^^:A^ 

RECOM./CRITERIA Q-CCM̂ HA' A.^CL  
REVIEWER_j;^^  
DISCIPLINITC  
DATE f y / y / f 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/(^ see attached SLR Q/Yk 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
'materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
ÛTMs ^boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


