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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ellicott Stone located about a mile from Bucks in Mobile 
County is made of rough sandstone. The stone stands about two 
and one—hajlf feet high.

On the north side it is inscribed "U. S./Lat. 31° / 1799" 
and on the south side "Dominios/DE S.M. Carlos IV/Lat. 31 / 
1799."

It was broken in the 1920 T s by a careless timberman who 
felled a tree across it. It was repaired and enclosed inside 
iron palings to protect it.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ellicott Stone is the only remaining marker placed by 
Andrew Ellicott on the 31st parallel line that he surveyed between 
1797 and 1800. It is the point of origin for all land surveys in 
southern Alabama and Mississippi and all townships in the area are 
numbered from the Ellicott Stone.

Following the American Revolutionary War there were conflicting 
boundary claims by Spain and the United States. The Spanish claimed 
32® 28 T latitude as the northern boundary of their Florida posses­ 
sions but agreed in the Treaty of San Lorenzo, October 27, 1795, 
to accept the American claim of the 31st parallel. Since the new 
boundry was unmarked a jjaint ̂ Spanish and American surveying commis-* 
sion was created. In 1796 President George Washington appointed 
Andrew Ellicott as the American Commissioner. Ellicott had a dis­ 
tinguished career prior to this appointment as an officer in the 
Revolutionary War, as a Maryland legislator, and as the surveyer 
of part of the Virginia-Pennsylvania boundary and the western 
boundaries of Pennsylvania and New York. He also collaborated 
with Major Pierre Charles L 1 Enfant in planning the city of Wash­ 
ington and he laid out the towns of Erie, Franklin, Waterford, and 
Warren in Pennsylvania. Governor Gayoso of Louisiana appointed 
William Dunbar and Stephen Minor to represent the Spanish on the 
Commission.

The survey actually began on April 9, 1798 at the Mississippi 
River. As they moved eastward they tried to make observations 
and corrections every ten miles or so but soon they ran into im­ 
penetrable terrain. They then began the policy of following a 
compass course east until they reached a point where the astro­ 
nomical instruments could be carried by water and new observations 
made.

On March 18, 1799, the base line reached the Mobile River and 
during the next twenty-one days Ellicott made six satisfactory 
observations on each of four stars. The compass line was found to 
be about a mile and a half too far north so the compass line to 
the west was corrected and the stone since known as Ellicott T s 
Stone set up at the point of termination. The stone is approximate!^ 
five seconds or 5OO feet north of the true 31st parallel but con­ 
sidering that he used crude homemade instruments, Ellicott was 
remarkably correct.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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#8 - Significance (Continued)

From Mobile, Ellicott moved eastward to the Chattahoochee 
River after much difficulty with both the Spanish and the Indians

Although the surveyed line was an international boundary 
only until 1813 when the Spanish lost Florida, the Ellicott line 
is still used as the boundary between Mississippi and Louisiana 
and between Alabama and Florida.
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