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historic name Peter Faneuil School \Y; : - \Y;

other names/site number.
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street & number 60 Joy Street Ji/1O not for publication
city ortown  Boston NJA vicinity

state Massachusetts codejyiA  county _SuffOlk- code 025 zipcode 02114

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

| the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this .~*omination

1 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
storic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
hneets G does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

] nationally D statewide K locally. ( ¢+ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) o
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G See continuation sheet.

G determined eligible for the
National Register
G See continuation sheet.
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National Register.
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Peter Faneuil School Suffolk. MA
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownersllip of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
private B6 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
* public-local -e+> G district 1 0 .-
i Q public-State G site t buildings
e public-Federal Q structure sites
object
Q obj structures
objects
1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in tlie National Register
0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
HOLCATI ON school \ABK | N FROESS DOMESTI G ol ti pl e dwel | ng

7. Description

Architectural Classification IMateriais

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
LATE 19TH AD 20TH BENURY R \VALS foundation CONCRETE (not visible)
(assical Revival - Tudor Revival walls BRICK

roof TAR AND GRAVEL ON CONCRETE SLAB
other  CAST-STONE TRIM

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Suffolk. MA
Name of Property County and State
8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing.) /RH m
KI A Property is associated with events that have made HYOCANITON
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.
G B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.
KI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and ) o
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance
individual distinction. 1909 - 1944
G D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations <FE Significant Dates

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

. 1909
. i y- Nyl
Property is: "

G A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
Significant Person

G B removed from its original location. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A
G C a hirthplace or grave.
Cultural Affiliation
Q D a cemetery.
G E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
Q F a commemorative property.
G G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder
within the past 50 years. Janes T. Kelley F Hrold S Gaves

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
G preliminary determination of individual listing (36 G State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested C Other State agency
G previously listed in the National Register G Federal agency -
Kl previously determined eligible by the National G Local government
Register HPCA #11295MA G University -VA .
G designated a National Historic Landmark ' G Other " .
G recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: A
# Boston Public Library

G recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record*



Peter Faneui|l School Suffolk, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 0.61 acres (less than 1 acre)

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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G See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
1. Form Prepared By

nameftite Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Dir., MC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November 1994
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephonfi (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state  MA zip code 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps AXIk )i yi

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative biacl< and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Peter Faneuil Limited Partnership
street & number 434 Jamaica Way telephone (617) 552-7230

city ortown Boston (Jamaica Plain) state _MA zip code 02130

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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o The Peter Faneuil School, dating from 1909-1910, is located in the Beacon Hill section of
downtown Boston, on a site occupying the full distance between Joy and South Russdll
dregts. The immediate neighborhood is characterized by 3- to 5-dory, atached, brick

NNNN

resdentia buildings (rowhouses and small gpartment buildings), with scattered institutional

and commercid dructures. Fronting on Joy Street, the school is a four-story red-brick
building with decorative cag-gone trim. Its eclectic, tum-of-the century architectural style

features straightforward Classca Reviva organization, classica- and Tudor-influenced

i daboration around the doorways, and patterned surface omament characteridtic of the

i "Tapedry Brick" style.

Beacon Hill is aremarkably harmonious area of predominantly brick rowhouses, with styles

* ranging from 18th-century Federal to early 20th-century Neo-Federal and Neo-Classical. The

north dope of Beacon Hill, on which the Peter Faneuil School sands, contains the oldest
free-standing houses as well as the largest number of gpartment buildings in the district.

The Peter Faneuil School Ste consds of a 0.61-acre parcd between Joy Street-one of the

* few through-dreets on Beacon Hill—and South Russdll Street. 1t is located dmog halfway up
, along block between Cambridge Street on the north and Myrtle Street on the south.

Hill neighborhood.

Cambridge Street, a main commercid thoroughfare, formsthe northern edge of the Beacon

In order to cregte the flat dte neaded for an dementary school yard, the present parcd was

eevation than neighboring South Russal Stredt.

Architectural Design

caved into the segp dope of the hill. The Eadt Lot of the schodl yard is therefore 1to 10
-X feet lower in devation than adjacent Joy Street, while the West Lot is 1to 10 feet higher in - '

The Peter Faneuil Schoal is aflat-roofed, rectangular building with a symmetrica, three-part
organization. Its sructura system condds of brick bearing walls and sed beams The
schoal building extends the full length of its lot, abutting resdentia structures on the north

and south property lines. - ~

g * X-X-Y. *
r- NN T\ ° o' ° -

X\ - A

-"ef X'

- oy-yA R
I_AIIIIW_/\i_)<y

(continued)

yAT Iy

YAy y Mey- o ytees ny-sty

Z,

ANYA

yin-

%

v,

] °o e VII nn

BERW

VAVAS

+-



OMB Approval No. 1024-OOia

RECEIVED 4".*

NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-8«|

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet - Peter FaneUn Scho DIVISION
_ Boston (Suffolk L PARK SERVICE
Sectionnumber Z  Page_ 2 _ Massachusetts™

Each of the principal devations (east and west, facing the sreets) contains three main

cdassoom blocks of equa width (four window bays). These three blocks are sgparated by, -I
and project from, narrow intermediary bays that contain the minor and major entrances, with

circulation behind. 1n contragt to the individual, punched-window treatment of the dlasssoom
blocks, the intermediary bays contain a single tripartite window on each level above the
doors. All windows conds of multipaned wood sseh. Two plain brick chimneysae v
symmetricaly placed on the interior of the building, within the end blocks; the chimneys rise
from basement mechanica rooms to theroof.

.l/\l/\)

»ooo

Cag-gone trim divides the building horizontaly into four layers. ground floor, first floor,
combined sscond and third floors, and pargpet. At the top edge of the building, a continuous
brick pargpet is outlined by copper coping. The pargpet contains a recessad pane over eech
of the five divisonsof the facade. Over the center pavilion, the pargpet formsa low
pediment with aflat, cas-gone disk within the tympanum. The pargpets of the end blocks

ae dightly sepped. i

The Peter Faneuil School's pier-and-goandre  construction features substantia brick pilagters
framing the three projecting blocks of the structure, which contain narrow piers within. This
framework is enlivened by a variety of decorative brickwork and cag-sone omament. Brick
patterning includes running-bond walls on the ground floor, first floor, and pargpet; Sx rows
of running bond aternating with a heeder course on the second- and third-floor walls, basket-
weave soandrd pands between the second- and third-floor windows; a continuous band of
Dldier-and-header-course  bricks running adong the top of both the first and the third floors
(forming the window heeders there); and brick heeders trimming the parapet’'s recessed

pands. ,

Cad doneis usad for belt courses ebove the ground floor, first floor, and third floor; a
discontinuous entablature wrgps the narrow intermediary bays and the outer comers of the
building. Cagt doneis dso found as window sills; as the bases and cgps of piers and
pilagters, as decorative trim around doorways and the magjor entry bays, as individua
ornamenta pieces, and as tiny comer blocks on the recessed pargpet pands, above the ' 7
second-floor windows, and below the third-floor windows.

Smal plagues that gopear to be marble punctuate the spandres between the second and third
floors. On the three wide dassroom blocks, these plaques are all diamond-shaped; on the
minor entry bays, they are square (except for acentrei circular plague on the Joy Street
facade). kK yX - , > Ke

(continued)
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The Joy Stret devation is the building's mogt formal, containing the major entrance into the
school. The centra pavilion of the Joy Street facade dso contains two urnlike cast-stone
ornaments centered above the second and third floors; these dements originally functioned as
mounting brackets for atall, vertica flagpole. A shorter, modemflagpol eis now mounted
horizontally between the two floors.

In the narrow bay just to the north (or right) of the centra pavilion on the Joy Street facede is

Yy  the school's main entrance. Reached by a short flight of steps, a double doorway with a
ssgmentdly arched transom is framed by cast-gone molding with atemating quoin blocks
and a keysone omamented with a scroll bracket. A cagt-gdone pand, with anarrow
entablature and scroll and floral omament, announces the name "PETER FANEUIL
SCHOOL," and surmounts this doorway.

Above this door, atwo-story window bay contains tripartite windowswith transoms-
rectangular on the second level and segmentaly arched on the third level-which are sgparated
by aflat cas-gone pand with the date "1909." A continuous architrave of cagt sone

v endoses both the second- and the third-level windows. Surmounting the entire bay is an
oculus window, framed again by cag-gone trim, with four keystones.

Two sscondary entrances on Joy Strest acoess the ground floor of the dassroom blocks. In
the narrow southem bay, the girls' entrance is a small rectangular doorway framed by quoins
- yxggtopped by ahigh entablature, all of cast gone. The keystone of the doorway supports a
of a periwigged man—presumebly Peter Faneuil. Placed within a hemispherica recess,
this sculpture is surrounded by molded trim and oak leaf foliage, all of cast done.

The boys entrance, at the edge of the Joy Street facade on the northem classroom block, is
also highly elaborated in cast stone. Itsquoined architraveis surmounted by a high,
semicircular door hood, which is supported by a pair of scrolled brackets with acanthus leaf
ornament and guttae. Within the tympanum of the door hood, foliated ornament flanks an
-Xt  elaborately formed cartouche marked with theletter F.

'mJ 4.
The South Russdll Street dlevationis, in generd, amirror image of the Joy Street facade,
with the bugt of Peter Faneuil omamenting the boys entrance (here with a rectangular

T transom above), and the semicircular door hood at the girls entrance. The mgjor building
entrance on this facade, which is & grade level, contains a ssgmentdly arched, tripartite
window over the double doorway, but is otherwise a simplified verson of the major Joy
Street entrances  lacking the continuous molded architrave of Joy Street, gauged brick lintels

(continued)
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with cag-stone spring blocks and keysones surmount the ssgmentadly arched windowsof the "™ e
ground floor and third floor here; the marble plague between the second- and third-floor n
. windowsis blank; and there is no oculus above. . Lo Ne e e

y* Asnoted above, the short end walls of the Peter Faneuil School abut neighboring smctures.
' The dtemating pattems of brick coursework and the belt courses between floors repeet on
X  thesewalls, which are otherwise rdatively plain. Both end walls are interrupted a their

center by a narrow, recessed bay.  Each of these bays contains narrow windows that WV
I~ origindly litthe wardrobe dosets of the dassrooms insde. LI
\ The interior plan typically contains six dassooms on each floor, joined horizontaly by a ' . A

wide centra corridor and verticaly by two Sarways. The Joy Stregt entrance hes asmall
t" vedibule with aterrazzo floor, decorative brick pands on the sde walls, cast-gone trim, ad -
- awood interior door framewith sddights and transom. On all levels of the building, the ;O
centra corridor retains its terrazzo floor, and metd dairs are enclosed by a decorative metal
>>AsM ' railing; all of these aress (and the ground level as well) feature a high wainscoting of white
MxM...  gl™ed brick. Ingenerd, interior wall surfaces were originaly plaster, with smple wood trim = v|
A a the windows, doorways, basgboard, wainscot rail, and comice.

e Like many other preeWorld War |1 schoaols, the plan of the building issmple,
AX'-N o graightforward, and compact. A short centra corridor on each floor connected the ?
» . dassooms and two wide stairways. Typical of the period, eech dassroom was desgned with
n i f afull wall of windows for naturd lighting and ventilation, dong with a blackboard wall, a
' large wardrobe closat, and other built-in sorage dosats.

«  The school originally contained 17 dassrooms on its upper three floors; three of the rooms
were desgnated as a kindergarten, a manud training room, and amusic room. A large office
occupied a comer of the first floor, with a smdl teechers workroom and a nursgs room

* o occupying intermediary bays between the dassooms. The ground floor contained sgparate
- . facilities for boys and girls in the end blocks, including alarge playroom and toilet facilities
> serving the entire building. Heating and mechanica rooms occupy the center of the ground
r floor.

Site Dedgn “ % e ' wm N [ QS e

The landscaping of the Peter Faneuil School ste was designed to complement the relatively
formal quality of the Joy Street evation and the more informal nature of the South Russdll

HAS A1 A
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Street 9de. Each yard is lined by a cagt-iron picket fence and was originally paved with
brick but hes been resurfaced with concrete.

The Joy Street or Eadt Lot retains a narrow doping bank, originaly landscgped with trees ad

i shrubs but now paved with concrete, that curves around the south and eedt Sdes of the N
property and is retained by alow concrete wall. Anearly rendering of the Joy Street t
eevation shows recessad gates, on axis with the mgor entrance, comprised of brick piers with
contragting trim; these gates do not exist today.

Along South Russdl Street, the north half of the West Lot was originally desgnated as a
V X boys play yard, while the south half was reserved for the girls' play yard. The two play
", yads, terraced to follow the dope of the hill, are devated above the dreet, and supported by
y brick retaining wallswith concrete cgps A pair of brick piers with domed concrete cgps ad
, * decorative concrete infill pands frame a gaeway into the lower, northern haf of the lot; one
"*"  pier of identical design survives a the upper, southem end of thelot.

N Short, discontinuous lengths of brick wall with a concrete base and cagp help serve asretaining
"AMNT - walls on the property lines, a the north and south end of the West Lot and a the south end
of the Eagt Lot. The history of these walls and fences is unknown, athough the surviving
brick piers resemble those shown in the early rendering. t;-

N J' The Pater Faneuil School property hes experienced remarkably few significant changes, with o
the exceptions of resurfacing of the yards and loss of portions of the perimeter fence. The
building is currently being rehabilitated for housing, according to plans reviewed and

. gpproved by the SHPO for Tax Act certification. A new infill building will be congmcted
dong Joy Street, while the South Russdll Stret yard will be maintained for recreationa use.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stes are located on the school property, it is possble that Stes are
LM present. Seven prehigtoric Stes are located in the local area (within one mile). In generd,
N however, the potentia for significant prehistoric survivasis low because of historic period 1/
development and dso because of the locational characterigtics (dope, drainage, distance to
water) of the property, which are not particularly favorablefor prehistoric Ste locations.

| The potentia for significant historic archaeologica survivas on the school property is dso [
| low. Dueto the parcel's strong association with Boston's 19th-century African-American

VWt -- . .y - - " entx (continued) Y
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community, an intensive archaeologica investigation of the Peter Faneuil School site was
conducted in 1993. Thiswork included a survey of existing conditions, evaluation of project
impacts, historic ressarch, subsurface testing in three aress affected by constmction (the site
of the new building dong Joy Stredt, the portion of the existing eet playground between the
Faneuil School and the proposed infill building, and the southern half of the west playground
on South Russdl Street), laboratory andys's, and preparation of report.

Six trenches, totaing twenty-sx square meters, were excavated.  These trenches were located
for the best opportunity to reved historical smctures and their rear yards, where priviesor
wells might be found. Although remains of three dructures and some intact cultural depogts
were found, these were not consdered to be archaeologicaly significant, nor was it felt that
additional archaeologica excavation would result in sufficient archaeologica data to justify
nomination to the Nationa Regider of Historic Places under Criterion D.

(end)

8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pater Faneuil School possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanship, feeling, and associaion. Significant on the local leve, it meds Criteria A ad
C of the National Regider. LI

The Pater Faneuil School is notable for its role in the transformation of Boston's school
sysem a the turn of this century, reflecting new educationa theories and practices as well as
the city'srapidly expanding population. In addition, the site exemplifies the two-hundred
year evolution of the north dope of Beacon Hill from agricultural to resdentia and
ingtitutional uses, and the change in local population from free African-Americansto
European immigrants. The property is dso a wel-preserved example of public school
architecture of its period, demondgrating a sophidticated synthess of functional and aesthetic
themes. - oo -

Criterion A I I I

Beacon Hill wes largely usad for padture land, with a couple of ropewaks on the north dope,
through mog of the 18th century. In 1792, plans were initiated for high-style development on
the south dope of the hill, quickly propelled by construction of the new State House there

(continued)
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A beginning in 1795. At about the sametime, housing for lower-income workers began to
gopear on the north dope, with a mix of small, free-standing frame houses (examples of
which remain on Smith Court) and more common brick rowhouses. The north dopeis ' V
particularly digtinguished by its early 19th-century houses and indtitutional buildings
assodaed with Boston's free black community.

iM* i The Peater Faneuil Schoal lot is a combination of severd historical parcas, many of which oo
were cregted inthe 18th century. Along Joy Strest, this Ste was the home of members of
S Boston's prominent community of free African-Americans during the late 18th and early 19th
A\ AN centuries. In contrast, South Russdll Street was primarily occupied by Anglo-Americans
"1 throughout its deveopment.

", Inthe 17th century, the entire block on which the Pater Faneuil School dands was pasture
|« ", land belonging to Thomas Buttolph. Deveopment began in the early 18th century with a

yf ropewalk on the westem side of Joy Street, followed by division into house lots in the 1730s. h-
" i * A network of passsageways provided aoocess to the interior of the block, which was relatively «
wide. The historical lots that comprise the Ste of the Peter Faneuil School include a parcd
| representing the first sdle of land on Joy Street to ablack man, in 1767. C: -
-] Fromthe 1780sthrough the first decades of the 19th century, the lots were further 2N
subdivided, and a number of black artisans and laborers bought land for their homes and mo

¥ budnesses here. The land wes relatively inexpensve, and the location was advantageous for
its proximity to the North End neighborhood, where African-Americans had previoudy
settled; to the waterfront, where many of the men worked; and to service jobs with the
wedthy familiesliving on the south dope of Beacon Hill.

Many of the free black families here were founding members of the African Meeting House

(1806; NHL), afocal point of the community, which is located up the hill just south of the

Peter Faneuil School dte. As a center for religious, educationd, and political activity during

the 19th century, this area housed one of the country's largest and mogt influential

communities of free blacks. Single double of both frame and brick constmction I

were erected on the present schodl . both Joy and South Russdll streets, most of

the original buildings dated to the |3 18th ly "9 centuries. o =
|

Joshua Bennett, a merchant in the town of Billerica (northwest of Boston), purchased severd

of the Joy Street lots between 1843 and his degth in 1865. Mog of the historical houses

remained danding a least until 1874, but by 1885 the interior of the block had been deared

oo Y.---X Yy W - (continued)
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and only the dructures abutting Joy and South Russdll dreets remained. Between 1895 and
1909, four temporary schoolrooms gopeered on the interior of the lot; the buildingsremaining
aong both dreet edges were removed in 1909 for congtruction of the new Peter Faneuil
School.

By thelate 19th century, thenorth slope of Beacon Hill wasusually identified with the Ly
congesed inmiigrant neighborhood of the West End, located mainly to the north of v
Cambridge Street. A blend of Italian, Polish, Jewish, Irish, African, and Ukrainian resdents '
were crowded into old rowhouses and new gpartment buildings, and increasng numbers of

school-age children drained the existing educationa system.

The evolution of Boston's schodls islong and illustrious. The city's first public school was
the Latin School, established in 1635 for the primary purpose of preparing boys for college. o .
(Girls were first admitted to Boston public schoals in 1789.) Inthe late 17th and early 18th

centuries, writing schools were organized for ingtruction in such subjects as reading, grammar, 1
and geography. These schools devdoped by the mid-19th century into traditional grammar  © "« .
schoals, providing ingruction in awide range of academic subjects. [
The first primary schoal for children between four and seven years old was established in *

1818 and remained more or less digtinct from the grammar schools until 1906. The first half Do
of the 19th century a0 witnessed the first high schoadls for girls and boys not going on to »
university; the addition of drawing, music, sewing, and physica education programs, a

sparate school for African-American children on Beacon Hill (abolished in 1855); new high ™ - i .
schools outsgde of downtown Boston; and adult-education dasses ye

The sscond half of the 19th century was characterized as "a period of reconstmction and
enlargement, of radical changes and the inauguration of sysem™ (Annua School Report, >"

**\ » 1906: p. 11). The position of Superintendent of Schools wasestablished in 1851;

compulsory age limits for school attendancewere set; new high schools, a school for the deaf, f\"'A,
and industrial schools were founded; the first kindergarten (one of the first inthe country) i -h

H M~? established; the nine-grade system was introduced; efforts were made to reduce class I

N gzes (from a gandard of 56 pupils—and sometimes as many as 70 pupils-per teacher); the -

first gppropriation for playgrounds was made, manud training became compulsory for i
students from elementary through high school; and unified methods of supervising and
managing schools were ingtituted. . — , NFE . . » '

The tum of this century witnessed a concerted reessessmant of traditions and new attention to

SN-|An y (continued) e N
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planning for the future. Inlight of emerging technologies, materids, cultural changes, ad
% educationd theories, school administration was streamlined and made more efficient; new
y-y heating and lighting sysems and evolving curricularesulted in new school building types,
"~ , huge population increeses demanded many additional schoolhouses, and idess as diverse as
X" the Montessori method of education and gppropriate paint colors for dassooms were
examined for their contribution to the improvement of learning. n
K
The first temporary school buildings were authorized in 1900 (they housed about 5% of all
pupils in the Boston public school sysem in 1904), followed in 1901 by the authorization of
$1 million for the congtmction of new school buildings—the first of many such authorizations
in that decade. 1n 1906, a Board of Superintendents and an office of Bugness Agent were
iginnh esablished, which promptly acted to improve school service. New initiatives included greatly
drengthening the merit sysem for appointing teechers and ensuring their proper supervison
and training; combining the nine grades of the traditional primary and grammar schools into
N eght-grade dementary schools, reorganizing the high school curriculum and structure; and
-, MX. tedting every child in the public schoals for sight, hearing, or other disabilities that might
' affect his or her schoolwork.
Ayt vwt!
Ne/\ o X/\xj
* In 1907, the hiring of school nurses was authorized, teechers were given alarger rolein
,V " determining educationd policies, the course of sudy for dementary schools was revised, and
-rk'? A" reductions were mandated in the maximum number of sudents in dementary school dasses
o<V'Wf' (from48 in 1907 to 46 in 1908 and 44 in 1909). In 1909, experimenta hedth or open-ar
. t'r”4)</'\ 1 rooms were first established, and a manua for public school playgrounds was issued,
M. Cdirecti ng greater activity and systematization in physical education. "k.
The history of the Peter Faneuil School clearly reflects the spectmm of educational and

- "N cultural changes of this period. Congestion in the West End school district, of which the

/ Faneuil School was a part, was a serious problem in the opening years of the 20th century.

In 1907, the Faneuil School was included in $1 million of bonds authorized for six new

, schoal buildings, five of them a the dementary level, to supplement 64 existing dementary

; schodls in the city of Boston. Anintense period of school construction followed: of the 221

» « gchool buildings that were operating in Boston a the time of a 1953 study, more than half
were built between 1900 and 1920 (Harvard Graduate School of Education, 1953). Even
today, dmctures from these two decades comprise approximately one-fifth of all operating
ghod facilities. - - , & VAT N ~f-*

Congimction of the Peter Faneuil School gpparently began in 1909, but was not entirely

(continued)
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complete until 1910. Built a atotal cogt of just over $216,000, the school featured 17
dassrooms, including a kindergarten, a manud training room, and a music room. The design
adso included a gpacious adminigrative office, a smal teachers workroom, a smal nursgs
room, and, on the ground floor, playrooms and toilet rooms. As described in Section 7,
outsde were three separate paved areesfor play and exadse—one large yard fronting Joy
Stredt, and two sgparate play yards dong South Russell Strest.

Throughout its period of significance, the Peter Faneuil School sarved a high-density,
immigrant neighborhood with kindergarten through sixth grades. No significant additions or
intemal architectural changes are known to have been mede to the building in this period.
The 1953 meder plan did, however, recommend unspecified renovations, citing the school's
lack of desgnated aress for adminigtration, hbrary, auditorium, gymnasum, play area, and
cafeteria

Changing demographics dramaticaly affected the Peter Faneuil School after World War n.
Increesing suburbanization drew many familiesawvay from the Beacon Hill and West End
neighborhoods that the school sarved, and the West End wes totally cleared by urban renewd
in the late 1950s This pattem of declining enrollment led to the closing of the Faneuil
School in 1989.

Like many Boston school buildings, the Peter Faneuil School was named for an early colonid
leeder and prominent citizen. Peter Faneuil, a wedthy Huguenot merchant, was a one time
known as the richest man in Boston. He is perhgps best remembered for building Faneuiil
Hall (1740-42; NR and NHL), which he gave to the town as a marketplace and public
mesting hall; it gained the nickname "Cradle of Liberty" as the dte of numerous
Revolutionary events later inthe 18th century. The Faneuil School building is remarkable for
memoriaizing its namesake not only in its gppellation but dso in its design, notably the
ornamentation of its secondary entrances (e Section 7, Architectural Design).

Criterion C

Completed in 1910, the Peter Faneuil Schoal is afine example of its period, utilizing the
latest teaching philosophies, congtruction technology, and aesthetics. In fact, a mid-20th-
century sudy of the Boston school sysem (Harvard Graduate School of Education, 1953)
offersa strikingly similar design as the exemplary school building of the 1910s  ahorizonta
brick smcture with cag-sone/concrete trim, raised basament, flat roof with alow pargpet that

_ AN TR
(continued)
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is pedimented over theentry bay, and modest eclecticism in a mix of Classical Revival, "-Xy" "--,

Tapestry Brick, and Gothic styles. - - «-, .

The Peter Faneuil School ressmblesin many ways what the 1953 sudy called the typical
Boston schoal building: ganding on a O.5-acre to 0.9-acre Ste, in amixed

resdentia/industria areg, built between 1900 and 1920, 2 12 to 3 122 dories high, containing

\X- y. ten to fourteen rooms, seam-heated, with toilet rooms located in the basement, and
encompassing a smal (by current sandards) amount of outdoor recregtion oace 'V

: Like many other preeWorld War |1 schools, the plan of the building is smple,
., - Straightforward, and compact. A short centra corridor on each floor connected the
» *» dasrooms and two wide stairways. Typical of the period, each cdlassroom was desgned with
afull wall of windows for naturd lighting and ventilation, dong with a blackboard wall, a
large wardrobe closat, and other built-in Sorage closets.

0.

. The Peter Faneun School weas officially desgned by the flrm of Kelley & Graves, dthough it

RS

VAT Wé@%ﬂm{hﬂq 5 H'B%g%m e%%'%n%% e
_ uo et
1>/\. ANtT' %%M&sé r:: nlgﬁtlve%vy%@%ﬁ . HHGo .

Kelley rose to the postion of heed draftsman for Sturgis & Brigham. In the mid-1880s he
opened his own office (in his Beacon Hill home). Of Kelley's architectura influences, one
biographer noted theat he "was . . . degply interested in the history and at of France and Italy
and had been aroad many times' (Withey, 1970 335).

X' Kelley retired from practice in 1926, and died in 1929. Apparently an architect of modest
* reputation in his owntime, Kdley is featured in Withey's Biographica Dictionary of

I -[%aN -1 XN -h -y AN
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American Architects; an obituary gppeared in the Boston Society of Architects monthly
Bulletin, and a short news report of his desth was published in the Boston Globe. Kelley's
loose association with Harold S Graves has been recorded for the years 1910, 1917, and

1918, but Kelley worked mainly on his own. Very little dseis known of Graves, who

worked largely as a sole practitioner from 1911 through 1952, or of the collaboration between
Kelley and Graves asde from the Peter Faneuil Schooal.

Despite the prevailing conservatism and restraint of institutional architecture of its time, the

Peter Faneuil School displays a subtle yet poetic expressiveness. Its lively surface omament, , Yy MV
skillfully elaborated entryways, and careful articulation of massing combine to make a XM
distinctive architectural landmark. "-'VX.

I WYXy e -
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(end)

10. GEOGRAP{fICAL DATA
Boundary Description
The boundaries of the Peter Faneuil School property are indicated by a heavy line on the
accompanying map, which is entitled "The Peter Faneuil School, Beacon Hill; Site Plan,
1990."
Boundary Justification
The boundaries encompess the entire 0.61-acre school property known as the Peter Faneuil
School ste. The property includes the school building, the paved ot adjacent to Joy Street
on the eet, and the paved playground adjacent to South Russdll Street on the west.
f The nominated property is bounded to the north and south by resdentiEd smctures dating
A from the 19th and 20th centuries. These ae a mixture of single- and multifamily buildings,

mogtly attached rowhouses The boundaries clearly distinguish the school property from these
adjacent resdentid properties.

(end)
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Dear Ms. Shull:
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Peter Faneuil School, 60 Joy Street, Boston (Suffolk County),
Massachusetts, 02114,
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and has been signed by t he State Historic Preservation Officer.
Owers were notified of pending State Review Board consideration
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Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
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