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1. Name of Property
historic name Groom Creek School
other names/site number AR-03-09-03-282

2. Location
street & rumoer USDA, Prescott National Forest, Bradshaw Ranger Dist, _ L.Jnot for publication
city, town Senator Highway, Prescott [y ] vicinity
state Arizona code AZ county Yavapai code (25 zip code 86303
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[j private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [ district 1 ! buildings
[ public-State [site sites
D_(] public-Federal % structure 2 structures
object objects
3 I Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
None listed in the National Register _Naone

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

—

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
[ nomination {_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
See continuation sheet.

N my opimen, lh@ pe, @m S [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [_J
. s L0//72

Signature of ue'm‘ymg off»r.a! Date ‘

__.M_Zs_m@;«%nw  fovess Service /SR
State or Federal agency and bureau

L.
In my opi . the property imeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. [j See continuation

on ghee
o opg AEA /392

S]gna%flcommen/nq ojrgcz;?er official WM’L{/L&% é/)/( Wﬂﬂ//\— Datg/

State or Federal agenrv and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
), hereby, certify the! this property is:
%tered in the National Register.
[ ]see continuation sheet. @MWCQQ]’?!&LQ— [ //5'14 L
Ddelermmed eligible for the National
Register. f_- See continuation sheet.

[Jdetermined not etigible for the
National Register.

(:]removed from the National Register.
Dother, (explain:)

n ‘ Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
ion; r School Recreation and Culture: auditorium

Recreation & Culture: auditorium Qutdoor Recreation (site): picnic area,

hiking trails

Commemorative Marker

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone: Native Granite, concrete

Late Nineteenth & Early Twentieth Century walls Stone: Native Granite

Movements: Vernacular National Park Service

Rustic Style roof Metal: Steel with wood shingles under-

other neath

SLWXHQ Present and historic physical appearance.

The Groom Creek Schoo! is a one classroom rurail school —constructed In
1636/37 of uncoursed native granite fieldstone collected from the immediate
area. This structure s constructed in a vernacular style refliective of
the Nationa' Park Service Rustic style. 1t is an end-gable structure,
rectangular in plan and symmetrical! in massing, 28 feet by 54 feet. There
is a cross-gable entry, seven by ten feet, supported by native granite
pillars which ares set on rectangular stone bases and are tapered from
bottem to *op, esach being three feet square at the base and two feet square
at the ton. The entry is on the front (south side) of the buiiding and s
offset from center. The building faces south and siightly east. The
integrity and condition are excellent and there are no additions.

-

The roof of the Groom Creek School is corrugated steel faid over what
appears to bte *the original! wood shingle roof. There is very little
overnang and rafter tails are exposed. The -cof is supported by 2 x 12
built-up girders set in pairs and running the length of the building.
Windows in the classroom areas of the building are four-over-four, single-
hung sash three feet wide by six feet high, set in pairs. These windows
provide one wall of !ight on the southern exposure of the building in the
main «classroom and one wal!l of !ight on the western exposure of the
building ir the euditorium area of the buiiding. Other windows are one-
over-one single~-hung sash in the kitchen and rest rocm areas. There is a
single stone <chimney at the rear of the building which served two wood-
burning stoves for heat, one in the main <classroom and one in the
auditorium area.

The interior of the building is divided into six spaces, including an entry
vestibuie which opens *¢c the !'eft into a small auditorium area with a
kitchen opening off the auditorium area. The vestibule opens ‘o the right
into a large <classroom with two restrooms at the opposite end of the
classroom. The ciassroom and auditorium area are divided by two pairs of
bi-fold deceors, which when opened allow the classroom and ihe auditorium
area to be used as a single larg=s space. (See plan, Exhibit A}). Floors 'n
the wvestibule and ciassrocm are cak hardwood. Floors in the remainder of
the building are asphalt tile. Interior walils are plaster over tath.
interior doors are paneled and appear to be coriginal,. Entry doors are a
paiv of hollow core doors se: in a five-foot wide opening, hinged on the
outside and opening out cntc the entry porch. Thney are not original

There are *wo paneled exterior entry/exit doors leading to and from t

restrooms on the east end of the building. [ X See continuation sheet
£}
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A flag pole set on an uncoursed native granite base consisting of two

stacked circular forms six and three feet in diameter respectively, stands
in front of the schoo! building approximately 50 feet due south of the
entry to the school. This structure was constructed at the same time as

the schoo! building. The integrity of the flagpole base is excellent.

A number of stone retaining walls, also constructed of uncoursed native
granite, were constructed in the vicinity of the school playground to the

. east and north of the schoo!. These walls vary in height from several

inches to approximately two feet and appear to have been constructed at
approximately the same time as the school. At one time, a garage and coal
bin were located east of the school abutting the existing retaining wall.
These structures have not been extant for more than twenty years.

There is currently a slump-block structure approximately ten feet square
which was constructed within the last twenty years which contains nbpublic
restrooms. This building is located south of the school!l approximately 60
feet and serves park, hiking and picnic patrons. It is a non-contributing
structure.

The Groom Creek School! is located on the Senator Highway (#72), 6.3 miles
south of the intersection of East Guriey Street and Scuth Mount Vernon
Street in the City of Prescott, Arizona, on proverty formerly leased to the
Groom Creek School District #39 by the USDA, Prescott National Farest.
There is a sign directing the public to the Groom Creek School, which is
focated about 300 feet east of the Senator Highway. The site is situated
in a setting of high desert ponderosa/juniper forest at the eastern base of
Spruce Mountain (elevation, 7,693) at an elevation of approximately 7,000

feet. Native Granite outcroppings are common in the area, and in fact a
large, flat outcropping of rock historically provided a popular play area
on the volayground of the school. A flat area of abproximately 100 by 200
feet has been cleared behind (north) and west of the school for a play
area. There is also a smaller fliat, cleared area in front {south and
slightly west) of the school for assembly around the filag and for play.

Part of this area is now the site of the publ!ic restrooms.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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The setting of the Groom Creek School is original and, with the exception
of the addition of modern rest rooms and improved {some asphalt) hiking
trails (The Lions Club Handicapped Hiking Trail), picnic tables, fences
{split rail type) and parking area, is essentially unchanged. The
landscaping, though maintained to some degree in the summer months by
Forest Service personnel, is native and natural. Native bplants include
ponderosa pine, which is the predominate tree at this elevation, Utah

Juniper and Gambel Oak, mountain mahogany, several types of scrub live oak,

“including Emory Oak, and New Mexican locust. There is a canopy of tall

ponderosa bpine, with a lower story of low trees (Gambel Oak and Utah
Juniper) and a medium cover of low shrubs and wildfliowers. At an elevation
of 7,000 feet, the climate is four-season, with harsh winters and
substantial snow cover in the winter months. Winter lows may occasionally
go below -20* F. and summer highs occasionally break 80% F. in July. Rain
averages approximately 20 inches per year.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET



8. Statement of Significance

Centifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[Inationally [ statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [XJA [ 18 [lc [lo

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [___]A [:] B DC [Jo (Je [Jr L—_]G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Education 1937-1952 1937-1952
Entertainment; Recreation 1937-1952 1937-1952

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SUMMARY :
The Groom Creek School is eligible for the National Register of Historic
taces under Criterion "A". A one room school, the Groom Creek Schoo! is
located in a rura! area approximately 6 miles south of Prescott, Yavapai
County, Arizona. The community of Groom Creek has traditionail!y been
isolated due teo its location and elevation of 7,000 feet. The schoolhouse
in a rural community, particularly an isolated one, has traditionally been
the location of many social and community business svents. A  country
school is a symbol of both cultural continuity and of opportunities to be
gained by education. The Groom Creek Schooi served as the location where
the children of the Groom Creek area were educated from grades one through
eight, of recitals, dancass, concerts and plays, community meetings,
picnics, as a base of operation for fighting fires in the area, and a
gathering spot for famiiies living in the area. Today, it serves similar
purposes. The schoo!, now owned by the USDA, Prescott National Forest, is
stilli wused for the purposes of education, as a training and meeting
faciiity by the Forest Service, and as a recreational facility, with picnic
grounds and park and hiking trails.

Individual miners and families iiving in the Groom Creek area in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were scattered on various mining
claims and were necessarily somewhat independent, though they were also
dependent upon each other for any activity which required more than a few

hands. Tight-knit in times of trouble due to necessity, families,
especially wives and mothers living cn isolated mining claims, would gather
together whenever the opportunity arose. interested in educating their
children, the communi‘y establ!ished a schoo! and hired a teacher for the
1895 school year. The location of the school varied considerably over the
years, as there was little money and, at times, no or few student‘s. 'f the
teacher lived in Groom Creek, he or she may have taught the students in his
or her own nheme. Schoo! was held in various buildings, some donated for
the use 0f the schoo! district, until 1803, when a new schooi, 24 by 30

@Sea continuation sheet
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feet, was built specifically for that purpose. By 1933, this school
building required repairs. in 1935, Groom Creek School District #38
applied for a lease with the USDA, Forest Service for 2.0 acres for the
purposes of a school. This school was constructed during the 1935/36/37
school years and was completed and open for the 1937 school year commencing
in September.

The community of Groom Creek originated around 1864 as a settlement for
miners, who were mining the pnlacer goltd in the area along Groom and Link
(later, Lynx) creeks. it was named for Colone! Bob Groom (b. Kentucky,
August 24, 1824; d. January 21, 1899) who came to Arizona in 1862 and was
one of the eariiest anglo settlers in the Prescott area. Though he {ived
primarily by mining and prospecting, he was also a surveyor and surveyed
the townsite of Prescott. He was also a member of the Territorial
Legislature.

Though the summer population of the Groom Creek area was increasing in the
late nineteenth century, few stayed year around due to the severity of the
winters and the difficulty of obtaining supplies. The Groom Creek School
District Number 39 was apparently formally organized July 16, 1894 and . was

first listed in the Yavapai County Schools census in 1885. The teacher was
Mrs. Afice B. Efliott. The school was usually closed during the winter
months when families relocated to milder climates {usually Prescott, six

miles away and at an elevation of 5,300 feet).

By 1901 there were enough full-time residents in Groom Creek to justify a
post office. Established July 1, 1901, the name selected was Oakdale, due
to the location in the community of a large grove of oaks. However, this
name lasted only approximately six weeks, and the name was changed
officially to Groom Creek on August 19, 1901. Though never incorporated,
the Townsite for Groom Creek City was recorded in Yavapai County recards in
1803. The post office was discontinued January 31, 1942,

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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The written history of the Groom Creek School is sketchy, at best, and is
contained oprimarily in the various reports and documents of the Yavapai
County Superintendent of Schools and in records of the Arizona Department
of Education in the form of the "Arizona Educational Directory"”, which is
available for the years 1918 through 1965. These records do reflect that
the Groom Creek School District #39 survived through the <closing and
consolidation of many Yavapai County rural schools, though in May 1920 it
did close early due to bad weather and various epidemics. That year, there

"were 14 students but no graduates at Groom Creek School. The teacher was

paid $90 per month. School budgets for one-room schools in Yavapai County
in 1920 varied from $3,200 to $10,900 per year. All teachers in County
schools except two were college graduates. In 1825 and 1926, there was no
school held at Groom Creek, and in 1926-27, the school was not listed 1in
the directory. In the 19828-29, Groom Creek School! was designated as an
"accommodation school™, meaning that the teacher was required to have only
a high schoo! education and enroliment was at a minimum, with the students
being encouraged, if at all possible, to attend a larger school. By the
school year of 19829-30, Groom Creek School was back to normal, with Alma S.
Beatty teaching grades one through eight during a nine month schoo! year.

Progressivism in American education took hold in the 1890s, but did ‘not

begin to effect rural schools until after the turn of the century.
Educators were seeking to standardize textbooks and learning skills.
Country schools, however isolated, felt pressure to reform as states began
to pass legislation requiring all lessons be taught in English and County

Superintendents began to use standardized tests for eighth-grade graduates.
Most educators sought to eliminate country schools rather than imorove them
and to assimilate the student into more progressive consolidated schools.
Paved roads and automobile and schoo!l bus travel vartially eliminated the
need for country schools. Rural schools in Yavapai County were obviously
influenced by these trends, however, the bhilosophy seems to have been to

take the best progressivism had to offer and to make those elements, such
as expanded curriculum and standardized texts and testing and implement
them in the rural schools, In September, 1931, Dick Pieta, writing for

Yavapai magazine, revorted in an article entitlied "Rural Schools Rank High

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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in Yavapai County" that ".,.. rural schools of the County have been Kkeepning
pace with more progressive schools in the country. Through the science of
curriculum building, the schools have been enriching the content and
expanding the variety of their offerings". Piela further reported that the
rural schools of Yavapai County were "... performing their educational duty
with remarkable success", and, emphasizing the importance of the rural
educational system, that "... the success of rurail life is essential to the

~success of America, and that when we are considering the oroblem of the
rural child we are playing with the elements of of national destiny and
survival".

Many of these trends, such as the movement to consolidate several rural
schools into one facility, to transport rural students to larger schools
with more <classrooms and teachers, and the standardization of school
facilities failed to have any noticeable impact on the Groom Creek School
until the building of the current school! in 1835/36. State school
superintendents had begun to provide model architectural plans for rural
schools, and one of the major components of the model plans was the
fighting. The model plans specified a wall of light on only one side of
the classroom, so that the students would not be =effected by croess-
lighting. The Groom Creek School may have been constructed according to a
mode! plan, as it clearly reflects this principle, not only in the
classroom, but also in the auditorium, which is lighted by a wall of

windows on the west side of the building. Unfortunately, any records which
may have existed regarding the plan for the school are apparently no longer
in existence.

A personal interview with Mr. Donald We!liman (see Bibliography), Groom
Creek Schoo! Class of 1942 (there were eight students, and he was the only
graduate that year), reveals that the present Groom Creek schoo! building
was begun in 1835. Construction was stopped during the winter due to
weather (the winter of 1835-36 was one of the worst on record, with 17 feet
of snow on the ground) and a lack of funds. While <construction was
stopped, the students and their parents hauled rock to the site so that

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET



NPS Form 10900 OMB Approval No. 10240018
(8-08)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __8 Pagé -5

building could continue as quickly as possible in the Spring. The school
was finished and opened for the September, 1937 school year. The teacher

was Mrs. Gertrude Day, who came from Prescott to teach. There were a
maximum of ten to twelve students, and not always were all grades included
in the student body. Don Wellman and his two older brothers (classes of
1938 and 19389) were hired by the schoo! district as custodians. They
walked the 2.9 miles from their father's mining claim to the schoocl to
~arrive one and one-half hours early. They swept the floor, <cleaned the
btackboards, <coilected trash, and, most importantly in the winter months,
brought in <coal and got the fire going in the coal stove. in 1840, the
schoo! converted to coal oil heat. They were paid $5 a month.

In order to raise funds for the school district, the students put on plays
and recitals in the auditorium area of the school. The doors dividing the
classroom from the auditorium, where the piano was located, were opened up,
and the desks turned toward the stage. A fee was charged, as it also was
for the use of the school for community dances. Most of the families in
the Groom Creek area, especially those who had children in school, would
come, often with a picnic planned after the entertainment.

During World War 11, from 1944 through 1947, there was no listing in the
Arizona Educational Directory for Groom Creek School. However, in 1947-48,
Miss Saima Winsiow was teaching there (she had also taught there in 1920).
By the end of the 1940s, there was a cafeteria supervisor and hot lunches
were served to the students. Previously, they had been required to bring
food for lunch from home. The 19851-52 schoo! year appears to have been the
last for Groom Creek School. In the fall of 1952, students were being
transported into Prescott to Washington Schooi for efementary school. In
1971, Groom Creek School District #39 was annexed into the Prescott School
District #1 and the schoo! board was disbanded.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approvel No. 10240018
(8-86)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __8  Page _6

Groom Creek community remains to this day a small, tight-knit community
consisting of both year-around and summer residents. A popular recreation
area with Goldwater Lake nearby and many hiking trails, it has never-the-
less remained a rural community. Population figures for the area are nhot
available, and though growth has occurred considerably in the last twenty
years, scarcity of private land and the harsh winters has resulted in a
much slower growth pattern than nearby Prescott, which increased in

- population from 5,000 in 1870 to 24,000 in 18%0. Though Groom Creek

children now attend school in Prescott, they remain, in may ways, a
cohesive cocmmunity within the Prescott school system as they all ride the
bus together every day and still live in an area which has, though easily
accessible by car on a paved road, maintained its rural character and
location. There is still only one store in Groom Creek, which has been
there for more than fifty years, and no other commercial development.
Homes are scattered among the hills and gullies, roads are unpaved except
for the Senator Highway and the atmosphere and attitude of the community
are, as in the past, traditionally rural. The Groom Creek Schocl played a
major role in this community, regardless of its location, from it’'s
inception in 1885 until 1871. The current Groom Creek School has been a
significant part of the social, educational and recreational fabric of " the
community since construction began in 1935 and its subsequent opening in
1937. For these reasons, the period of significance relates to the
construction of the Groom Creek Schoo! up to 1952, the last year school was
actually held in this building.
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Verbal Boundary Description :
The boundaries of the Groom Creek School property are shown on the attached map
entitled "Sketch Map."

—_ See continuation sheet
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Sec. 26, T13N, R2W, G&SRB&M. Since there are no parcel designations, no
fences or markers to delineate the 2.0 acres stated above, the boundaries
for the purposes of this Nomination have been designated as 2.0 acres
forming a rectangle 200 feet in width and 400 feet in length, commencing
approximately 150 feet from Senator Highway beyond the signed entrance to
Groom Creek School, from the center of the "Y", 100 feet to the south, 100
feet to the north and 400 feet to the east. This area encompasses the path
from the parking area to the school building, the flagpole, restrooms
{non-contributing structure), the playground, site of coal bin and barn,
and the stone retaining walls referred to in the text of this Nomination
{see Sketch Map).
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A. Groom Creek School
Prescott, Arizona
Nancy L. Burgess
07-21-91

USDA Prescott National Forest, 344 S.
Front of School, facing NNW

#1

Groom Creek School

Prescott, Arizona

Nancy L. Burgess

07-21-91

USDA Prescott National Forest,
Front entry, facing NNW

# 2

Groom Creek School
Prescott, Arizona
Nancy L. Burgess
07-21-91

USDA Prescott National Forest, 344 S.
Interior of classroom, facing WSW

# 3

Groom Creek School
Prescott, Arizona
Unknown

08-69

USDA Prescott National Forest, 344 S.
Front of school, facing NNW

# 4

(Collection of Don Wellman)

Groom Creek School
Prescott, Arizona
Unknown

05-40

USDA Prescott National Forest, 344 S. Cortez St., Prescott, AZ 86303
Front of school; class of 1940, facing NNW

#5

(Collection of Don Wellman)

344 S.

PHOTOS

Cortez St.

Cortez St.

Cortez St.

Cortez St.

’

r

’

’
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Prescott, AZ 86303

Prescott, AZ 86303
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 92001568 Date Listed: 11/18/92

Groom Creek School
Property Name

3

Yavapai AZ
County State
N/A

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.

_&AMM.L_%(LM ulalaz
%w'51gnature f the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

Statement of Significance: The Period of Significance is amended
to read: 1937-1942.

This information was confirmed by Evan DeBloois of the USDA
Forest Service.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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