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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A simple white frame structure with shuttered windows, Whitehall 
was built as a summer home for Charlestonians.

It is a good example of the typical country house favored by 
wealthy low-country families of the 18th and 19th centuries as a 
haven from the heat and fever of the Carolina coastal areas in the 
summer months.

Most distinctive features are the wide first an,d second story 
galleries, or piazzas, which serve as cool and shady breezeways. 
The Barbadian style of architecture was adopted by Charlestonians 
in the 18th century when they discovered that piazzas added to 
existing houses formed cool, out-of-doors summer living rooms. 
In time, the piazzas became an integral part of every newly 
constructed dwelling in Charleston and the planters used similar 
designs in their up-country summer houses like Whitehall.

The original bannisters of Whitehall's upper piazza were replaced 
in later years by the second owners, the Earle family.

The house is located on a park-like lot abundantly shaded with 
old trees.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Increasingly rare in the South Carolina Piedmont are country homes like 
Whitehall, unusual for Lits date, condition and in situ location. One of 
Greenville's two oldest residences, Whitehall is an interesting example of 
the cool, breeze-acclimated summer homes favored by South Carolina's first 
summer vacationers, escaping from low-country heat and humidity to the 
cooler "high hills" of the up-country.

Since nearly all Greenville's landmarks of its earliest years have been 
destroyed, local concern is great that the Whitehall house and the 
pastoral character of the total setting be preserved. Shaded by avenues of 
venerable trees, this area adds considerable aesthetic attractiveness to a 
manufacturing city in which abundant vestiges of its former distinctive 
"greenness" are rapidly being lost.

Whitehall has considerable historical significance because of the number of 
prominent men   both national and local   associated with it. The house 
stands on part of a 1000-acre tract originally belonging to Virginia-born 
pioneer Elias T. Earle, who began acquiring lands as a Piedmont settler in 
the late 1780s. Whitehall was built as a summer residence by Charlestonian 
Henry Middleton on land purchased from Elias T. Earle in 1813. Middleton, 
a member of one of South Carolina's most prominent families, son of Arthur 
Middleton (signer of the Declaration of Independence), was himself a 
president of the Continental Congress, a U.S. Senator, a member of the S.C. 
House of Representatives and Governor of South Carolina as well as one-time 
Minister to Russia. He also owned the Middleton Gardens at Charleston, 
said to be America's "first Landscaped garden." Whitehall served as 
Middleton's summer home until 1820, when it was sold to George Washington 
Earle, son of Elias T. Earle. George Washington Earle was a Greenville 
attorney, clerk of court, and the ancestor of Whitehall's present owner. 
He was responsible for adding large holdings to the Earle property. 
Location of an official marker here attests to local and state regard for 
the house's historical significance.

Both Whitehall and its companion Earle Town House, in the same district, ar 
considered by qualified architects to be as important for their grounds and 
siting as for their fabric. The two Earle buildings are closely and import 
antly linked with Greenville's earliest history, and the city has few 
examples remaining of significant architecture denoting the region's

historical and cultural heritage.
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Mrs. Tony Lister and Mrs. James W. Fant, Historic Resources Assistants
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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