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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jefferis house is a Victorian ltalianate dwelling completed in 1869. It
is located in a residential section of Council Bluffs adjacent to a commer-
cial area.

The house has three sections: the two-story, nearly square main block; a
kitchen addition which is also two stories, but on a smaller scale; and

a one-room section off the kitchen, perhaps once a summer kitchen. The
house is of frame construction, the exterior covered with wide clapboards
scored to resemble ashlar masonry. Roofs of all three sections are low
hips, with bracketted eaves. The cornice friezes of the main and kitchen
sections are panelled. Windows are 2/2 sash, with curved heads, set in
simple wooden surrounds with narrow cornices.

The main facade is three bays, with entrance to the right of center and two
flor-to-ceiling windows. A one-story porch extends the full width of the
facade, and is supported by square, fluted, bracketted posts. A balustrade
around the edge of the porch roof has been removed. The roofline on this
site has been broken to form a shallow pediment above the center bay.

A porch along the west side of the kitchen wing has very plain square posts
and no decorative features. It is of a later date than the original construction.

There were once six tall chimneys with corbelled caps, four symmetrically
placed on the main block, and one each_ on the rear sections. All but one have
been completely cut down, and the remaining chimney is truncated. ‘Also missing
from the roof is belvedere with paired, round-arched windows, which was once

a major feature of the house.

The house was converted for use as a funeral home about 1940, requiring some
rearrangement of space and the enlargement of first-floor doorways.

Also on the property is a small frame garage, with a jerkinhead gable roof
over protruding rafter ends. It is covered in matched boards, like the
house, but they are not scored in the distinctive manner of the house. This
garage was built c. 1920 and does not contribute in any material way to

the significance of the property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jefferis house is significant as a fine and highly characteristic example
of the bracketted ltalianate style of residential architecture.
a prominent feature (the belvedere) has been lost, the house retains its
cornice, front porch, and the most interesting and distinctive feature:

the siding of matched boards scored to resemble ashlar.

Although

Examplés of this

use of materials are somewhat unusual, and no other example is known to
exist in the Council Bluffs area.

The house was built for Thomas Jefferis (1828-1895), a native of Delaware

who came to Council Bluffs in 1853.

He engaged in a variety of speculative

ventures during his life, holding interests in saw mills, Council Bluffs and

Omaha real estate, and a silver mine at Park City, Utah.

His success in

these ventures was apparently quite uneven, as his obituary noted that '"he
had made a great deal of money in his day and through various turns of

sudden i1l luck had lost most of it at times."

practicing homeopathic physician.

Jefferis was also a
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 19 and 20, and the east half of lot 18, Block 8, Jefferis Subdivision
Council Bluffs, lowa
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