weC

at

<>

(ON]

«/»

Form 10-300

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Rev. 6-72)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

Muskego Church

AND/OR HISTORIC;

Muskego Church
|2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

2375 Como Avenue West

CITY OR TOWN;

DATA SHEFT

STATE;

Minnesota

COUNTY;

Ramsey

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE

muuLML

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

St, Paul 4th
STATE CODE COUNTY; CODE
Minnesota 22 Ramsey 123
3. CLASSIFICATION
ACCESSIBLE
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
| | District -~ Building 1 Public Public Acquisition: S Occupied Yes: )
| | Site Structure [ig Private 1 In Process I~ Unoccupied E Restrlct-ed
I | Object [ I Both I I Being Considered EZI-Presj|r«tion work | Unrestricted
1 No
PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) VA4
) . 1 Pork Comments
! 1 Agricultural [ | Government
i | Commercial | | Industrial | | Private Residence.
i - Religious
r~I Educational 1 Military
1 | Entertainment I | Museum [ Scientific DEC ll I9M
{4- OWNER OF PRQPgRTY
OWNER'S N AME: v H
. . register
Luther Theological Seminary \ 9 %
STREET AND NUMBER; 0
2375 Como Avenue &
CiTY OR TOWN: STATE:  -mmee CODF  p>
St, Paul Minnesota 22
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: ~
Ramsey County Courthouse 5
STREET AND NUMBER:
15 West Kellogg Blvd, VA
CITY OR TOWN:
St. Paul Minnesota
rjefreientation in existing surveys
TITI__E OF S_URVEY: i . . i ) ) )
Historic American Buildings Survey/Statewide Historic Sites Survey
DATE OF SURVEY: 1934/1963 H Federal Stote 1 County [0 Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Minnesota Historical Society co
STREET AND NUMBER:
Building 25, Fort Snelling u
STATE: CODE
CITY OR TOWN: .
St, Paul Minnesota 22

ST

[@)=]



17. DESCRIPT|ON i : m
(Check One) '
min Excellent 1 Good 1 Foir 1 Deteriorated 1 Ruins 1 Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
1 1 Altered N Unaltered “~ Moved 1 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Muskego Church is located on the campus of Luther Theological
Seminary in St. Anthony Park at 2375 Como Avenue West, St. Paul,
Minnesota. The original location of the log church was at Muskego,

Wisconsin, southwest of Milwaukee; the church was positioned "atop an
eminence called ‘Indian Hill""'.»

In 1904, Muskego Church was purchased, dismantled, and removed to
be reconstructed on the building's present site. It was at this time,
that the exterior log walls were furred with two-by-fours and covered
with a clapboard siding for protection. The covering of lap siding
was removed, in 1"7<5» when it was discovered that rather than, protecting,
the siding was rotting the logs beneath. Once again,*the attractiveness
of the exterior walls constructed of red oak logs, adzed and handplaned
to a thickness of approximately six inches, were exposed. The massive
logs are coped and scribed with interlocking ends shaped by an axe.

The fit of the hewn logs is so tight “hat only the interlocking ends

of the logs were chinked with clay.

The structure of the building is divided into two parts; the main
room and the chancel. The main room inside face measures twenty feet
one inch by twenty six feet two inches. The chancel measures twenty

feet four inches by twenty feet three inches- The overall length of
the building is forty feet five inches long.”

The chancel's roof is lower than the roof of the main room by two
feet; both roofs are wood shingled. Windows are placed in each of the
long walls, one above the other; the original doors and windows have
been replaced. A cement stairway now meets the front double door entrance

The interior of the church was restored to its initial appearance
after its arrival to St. Paul. The hand planed log walls are left
exposed throughout the interior and the floor and ceiling are wood
finished. "None of the wood inside has been painted, and the marks

left by adz and plane testify to the hard labor that went into the
church's construction."®

A gallery is located across the back of the church and extends
the length of the main room. It is supported by six hand carved
pillars of solid black walnut. Several plank seats supported on wood
trestles are located in the gallery which is accessible by stairs
from the ground floor. Beneath the wood gallery, on the main floor,
are located fourteen straight-back pews.

Contained within the chancel are the choir stalls, sanctuary,
altar and pulpit. The turned log altar rails, altar and pulpit are
made from black walnut. The extremely high pulpit is reached by a
stairway to the left of the altar at the east end of the building.

1. "Muskego Church", Minnesota History. March 1963, p. 231
2. U.S. Department of Interior Offices of National Parks, H.A.B.S.

Survey number 29-24 )
3. "tftiskego Church”, Minnesota History. March 1963, p. 232

(see continuation sheet)
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K: SIGWFtCANCE H H

PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate)
1 Pre-Columbian | 1 16th Century | | 18th Century 1 20th Century

1 15th Century 1 17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF siaNiFicance (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

Abor iglnol 2 Education Q Political |1 Urban Plonning
1 Prehistoric 1 Engineering g Religion/Phi. I 1 Other (Specify)
I | Historic 1 Industry losophy

[~ Agriculture I 1 Invention Q Science

g| Architecture Q Landscape Q Sculpture

1 Art Architecture Sociol/Humon-

[~1 Commerce [ Literature .

I | Communications 1 Military Q Theater

I | Conservation Q Music O Transportation

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFIiCANCE

Muskego Church represents a beautiful example of pioneer log
construction with old world craftsmanship in addition to being an historic

site of national significance. It is reported to be the Norwegian
LTh Lutheran Church built in the United States".”
z This log meeting house was built by Peter Jacob in 1843*"0 serve

o the early colonx/l_of Norwegian immigrants that settled at t&iskego,
Wisconsin near Milwaukee.™~ On March 13, 1845, the two story log structure

was dedicated as the first Norwegian Church in the United States. The

u log church served its pioneer congregation of some two hundred ar™
7> seventy people for twenty-four years. It was replaced, in 1869, with
a larger building by the congregation who had outgrown the log meeting
0C hall. The original church was removed from its position on "Indian Hill"

I- a?ld OIoll\aced on the old Jacobsen farm to be used as a barn and storage
co sned.

"roulg(;h the efforts of the United Norwegian Lutheran Church, in
1904™MtlIskego Church was purchased, dismantled, and removed to be

LU reconstructed on its present site at the Luther Theol®ical Seminary in
St. Paul, Minnesota. In 1934 the Historic AmericarKBuildings Survey
recorded the craftsmanship in their detailed drawings of the interior and

exterior of the log church. Presently the Church is open for tours
year round, upon request. It is occasionally used for services during

the summer months.

LJ

1/1

Muskego Church is significant as the first reported Norwegian
Lutheran Church in the United States and as a beautiful example of
pioneer log craftsmanship.

1. "Muskego Church", Minnesota History. March 1963, Editorial, Minnesota
Historical Society staff

2. Dorr, W.G., Historic American Buildings Survey Descriptions; folder 2,
drawings #14

3. Barton, A.O., "Old Muskego Settlement”, North Star. December 1921

4. lbid.



[9. MAJOR BI&LIOGRAPHtCAt REFERENCES

Barton, A.O., "OIld Muskego Settlement", North Star. December, 1921

History of Norwegians in America, Augsburg Publishing House, INls,, 1925

Keeper, H.F., "Muskego Church", Historic St. Paul Buildings. St. Paul
City Planning Board, St. Paul, 1964; pp. 91

Minneapolis Tribune Picture Magazine. March 4, 1973; pp. 28, 31

"Muskego Church", Minnesota History Vol.38, No. 5; Minnesota Historical
Society's Editorial Staff, Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul,
1963; pp. 231-233

St. Paul Pioneer Press, February 9, 1930, Section three; June 16, 1946,
Section two page 4, October 4, 1963 (see contipp™t”?on sh

m OeOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGI™ JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THii LfciviT2.R POIN 1| OF A PrtOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees inutes S nds Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw o ; ) ; » 45 "By Ve 835 M1 Ase
NE o 1 m o t H
SE o » m o t
ow Q . . o . »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: )
IUIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR
m
STATE: CODE
m
STATE: COUNTY: CODE
4
STATE: COUNTY: CODE
cn
STATE: COUNTY: CODE
0
Ccz
NAME AND TI TLE: o n
John J. Hackett, Survey Specialist
ORGANIZATION DATA H
Minnesota Historical Society 20 November 1974
STREET AND NUMBER: __ _ : o
Building 25, Fort Snelling
STATE 1 CODE
CITY OR TOWN: 1 22 «/»

St. Paul Minnesota

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

| hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended Director, Office of Archeology and Hlatoric PremervAjnm—
level of significance of this nomination is;
National —SJate [ Local [O
Date
Name ATTE

Bussell W. Fridley. Directioghjy

Title Minnesota Historical Society

" Keepein™t ThejKatimal Register

Date

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-1



Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) . NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Minnesota
REGEIVID NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  COUNTY
; INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Ramsey
yfet. 11 \w FOR NFS USE ONLY
i . . ENTRY NUMBER DATE
mational (Continuation Sheet) « itifS

The simple furnishings such as the 1848 patented cast iron stove whose
pipes encircle the underside of the gallery, the pump organ, baptismal
font, portraits of persons important to the founding and growth of the log
church, complete the interior of the log chapel that served the needs of
the early Norwegian congregation.

This historical site has been given recognition by the United States
Departmentlof Interior when the Historic American Buildings Survey, in 'S
1934, recorded the log chapel. A marker was positioned at the intersection
of Luther Place and Como Avenue in 1963 to bring attention to the
significance of the old Muskego Church; "A house of worship erected in

1844 by the first congregation organized by Norwegian Lutheran immigrants '
iIn America".» i

9. Major Bibliographical References

United States Department of Interior Office of National Parks, Buildings
and Reservations Branch of Plans and Designs. Log Chapel - St. Paul mis
Minnesota, Survey No. 29-24, 1934 Historic American Buildings Survey,
Sheets 1-3 of 3

4. Holmquist, June, et al. History Along the Highway, p. 18

GPO 921-724
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Form No. 10-301

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

STATE

Rev. 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Minnesota

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES IR
amsey
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) s NUMK\E(R 11 1'/\75 oATE
COMMON: Muskogo Church
AND/OR HISTORIC: Muskcgo Church
-OCATtON

STREET AND NUMBER;

2375 Como Avenue West

CITY OR TOWN:

St. Paul

STATE: cope COUNTY:

Minnesota 22

Ramsev

CODE

123

uses - St. Paul West Quadrangle, Minnesota, 7.5 Minut*erSe'rid

1:24000
1967 Revised 1972

REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North orrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

Note: These changes apply to
Muskego Church in Ramsey County,
Minnesota.

REFERENCE NUMBER: 75001013
I/ A / -/ /-tm/J— ;l*i///l.f

STATE: MINNESOTA

COUNTY: Ramsey 88 et t'a A w K.

RESOURCE NAME (HISTORIC): Norway Lutheran Church (Muskego)
CITY:

VICINITY OP:

ADDRESS:

CERTIFICATION DATE:

REMOVED DATE:

COMMENTS:

"W\ (XP CcJLAIMZLL, TN L7 1988

Nina M. Archabal _ _ Date
State Historic Preservation Officer
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National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
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WASO Form-ITT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R Juia 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

UOTH-en~/0 Cif-OILCH C/iOitesi>)

—tIAIG frox- Moncee-o
tKfHNSE-A C-O0tot"
MIAMAE6aT/h Working No. ™~ it—« 1 [ F
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due:
I Macceptl
1 resubmission RETURN.
1 nomination by person or local government ifatl-.rua /tei?i3ter T REJECT
1 owner objection Federal Agency: B
1 appeal
Substantive Review: O sample Irequest dl appeal 1 NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

The National Register has accepted additional information
sxibmitted by the SHPO. This information clarifies name, Recom./Criteria.

address and geographic location information on the Reviewer-------
original documentation. Discipline-------
Date

, see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below .
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status . Present Use
Public Acquisition Accewible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been deteQpfcied eligible? 1yes 1no

7. Description

Condition Check one Chodc one

CH excellent 1 deterloratod Id unaltered Id original site

Id good (d ruins [d altered Id moved date
[Cfair O unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Q summary paragraph
M completeness

1 clarity

[1 alterations/integrity
1 dates

M boundary selection



8. Signifieanos

Period Areas of Significanoa—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (ingn» pvagnph)

[1summary paragraph

O completeness

1 clarity

im applicable criteria

[ Justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
Q context

O relationship of integrity to significance
dl justification of exception

1 other

9. Major Bibliographical Raferaneas
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historie Preservation Officer Certifieaftion
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title
13. Other m
(O Maps

Q Photographs
1 Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

i«»0 »18-490
Comments for any /asm may be continuad on an attached sheet



National Register of Historic Places

Note to the record

Additional Documentation: 2019












































































































National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE lir'vzZeniLi
Da« Entered SW

Name Location
t&iskego Church St. Paul
Rsuasay County . t
Luckete, David, Eousa St, Pasil
Raasey County
Brunsoa, Benjamin, Houae St, Paul
Ramsey County
I&iench, Adolf, Eoueo St, Paul
Ramsey County
Stockton Roller Mill Stockton
Winona County
Dodge FatB Rochester

Olmsted County

Flee Dep&rtmnt i>umber One Duluth
St. Louis County

Hlcollet iiouse Hotel St, Peter
Klcollet County

Adffliaistrntion Building ~ HinnoBota State Public Owatotma

School for Dependent and Neglected Children Steole County
Also Notified
Hon. Valter F. Mondale State Hlatocic Prefcervation Officer
lion. Huhort h» tuusphrey Mr. Kaescll W. Fridley
lloa, Joatipl. L. Karth Directer
Hon. Altert Ti. Quia Minnesota Historical Society
lion, denca Oberetsr 690 Cedar St,
Hon. Tbojrns HagaJom St. Kaul, Hinaaaota 55101

Regional Director, Midwest Region
PR MMott/row 5/14/75
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

690 Cedar Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 « 612-296-2747

January 8, 1975

Mr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
801 19th Street North West
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Mr. Murtagh;

In November of 1974, 1 submitted to you the National Register form
for the Muskego Church, in Saint Paul, Minnesota. Due to a mis-
understanding which has developed with the owners of the property
and further information which they have requested regarding the
nature and consequences of the nomination, | am requesting that you
please withhold any action on this nomination for the immediate
future.

I expect that this problem should soon be resolved once we have an
opportunity to meet with the owners, and ask for your cooperation
until then.

Sincere

Minnesota State Historic
Preservation Officer
RWF:ns
cc: Mr. Lloyd Svendsbye
Luther Theological Seminary
2375 Como Avenue West
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108

Thomas J. Lutz, FHA Division
Minnesota Historical Society

Founded 1849 « The oldest institution in the state



DATE: Syi
Reviewer INITIALS:' 1l W |

Data. SI ieet doe May 12,(*b75

NAMEAS IT appears in federal psgister: Q@lego Church

OTIER KAFTS:
LOCATIONA
STMET*NUMBER 2375 Cofflo Aveimc-Wcst
OTY. TOWN /St. Paul CONGRESIiONAL district
STATE X\/Iinnesota VICINTY OF CONTY Ramsey 123

OWNER OF PROPERTY.* (Circle) govt kunicipal couirilY  other

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) federal(AGENCY NAME)!

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC  SOUTHEAST

SOOTfiffiST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST  PACIFIC NORTrov-EST

. gX”~PIOR .
features: 'eeior ) ) toj's
__Substantially intact-1 K7 fSubstanti ally intact-2 .Substantially intact-3
__unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 __unlcnown -6
__not applicable - 7 _ hot applicable - 8 _ Net appli cable-9
—Interior, exterior.Cenvirens not intacc5fl
CONDITION-  *"EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GO00 -RUINS ALTERECHA ASBBTeD
_FAIR —UNEXPOSEQ r*2FC65istructed —Unknown
—Unexcavate'™™ -Excavated
.Yes-restricted
ACCESS- Q Yes-unrestricted So access Unknown
historic disti‘icf> YES =
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES 'Cmo 'j
IF YES, NAME:

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAIIDKARK?
IF YES, NAME:

ADAPTIVE use; Saved ? YES NO

FUNCTION (S); (use v-Ocabulary words)

lulUy“™ A

now-

significance:
LARCHEOLOGY PREHtSTOftiC AANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE ~ .RELIGION - ~P"- .-entertainment
archeology HISTORIC -CONSERVATION LAW/Gov't/politiCS —SCIENCE health
AJ~NCOITURE t ACONOMICS UTERATURE ~recreation
9ttRCHITECTURE®*  J ADUCATION MILITARY SOOALIHUMANITARIAN =il i oy
ART ANGINEERING MUSIC _soclolcultural
AOMMERCE EXPLORATION PHILOSOPHY TRANSPORTATION " urbAin & common
AOMMUNICATIOHS INDUSTRY .ROLITICSfGOVERNMENT — lanni

.OTHER ISPECITY) planning.
. INVENTION .
Claims Cruirel)

- /\ /\ \_1
tirsUMNYEs oldest-” YES “onlyL> YES NO



ARCHITECTUItAL STYLE.*

architecOn .builder:
engineer;

. i _
!ands_capl gard_en designer: artist/artisan:
interior decoi'ator;

uk>4cyh~>
ETHNIC group;
names, personal
(label role
&
appropriate date)
events
institutional

dates; date of construction (Specific date or 1/4 of century)! N

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: ~ fIffV'uIC-——- A ~

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S)!
SOUI CE. (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL GOV'T  MUNICIPAL  COUNTY

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY!
ACREAGE, (to nearest tenth of an acre)
COMMENTS; (include architectural infonnation”ere)
A cAtcMnqu!
ivjih A ~ ~ct
d2foi eiud X=>Oi<I® /(hfd Uh"
jTiuM ad QnoMj a))vj 1| i/)ij/ndd -J/hi<fd o/
CucUiiuy //*AeticO.M dtuPt-  dS-jCUude-"f

SIGNIFICANCE»(maximum two sentences) CcJ * - J

,uua*Aiuuiu uwu iiuntencesj

fda/Our "MUJUU/" /ua~™~rd h’\’\/u k™)

/d d. /.



Department of Administration
Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office
203 Administration Building
50 Sherburne Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

651.201.3292
TO: Joy Beasley, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
FROM: Denis Gardner
'DATE: 12/10/2018

NAME OF PROPERTY: Muskego Church
COUNTY AND STATE: Ramsey County, Minnesota

SUBJECT: National Register:
[X] Nomination
[ ] Multiple Property Documentation Form
[] Request for determination of eligibility
[1 Request for removal (Reference No. }
[] Nomination resubmission
[[] Boundary increase/decrease (Reference No. )
Additional documentation (Reference No. 75001013)

DOCUMENTATION:

Original National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
Multiple Property Documentation Form
Continuation Sheets
Removal Documentation
Photographs
CD w/ image files
USGS Map
Sketch (photo key)} map(s)
Correspondence
] Owner Objection
The enclosed owner objections
Dol ] Do not [ ] constitute a majority of property owners

LXK

STAFF COMMENTS:

Muskego Church (Norway Lutheran Church) in St. Paul, Ramsey County, Minnesota, was listed in the
National Register in 1975. A recent major construction project in the vicinity of the church initiated the
Section 106 review process. As mitigation for the project, the SHPO had an opportunity to update the
National Register nomination for the church. The early nomination is substantially lacking in historical
information and context. This update rectifies that failing.
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