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Apponegansett Meeting House, Dartnouth, Massachusetts
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donestic / Secondary Structure Donestic / Secondary Structure

Funerary/ Cenetery Funerary / Cenetery

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

] ) foundation ~ Stone
Colonial / Georgian wals  Wood Shingle

roof Asphalt Shingle
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Apponegansett Meetinghouse, Dartmouth, Massachusetts is a simple
two-story, gable-roofed, shingled building, which is excellently maintained
and little altered since its construction in 1790. It stands in a rural
setting on the south side of Russells Mills Road, and faces south, away from
the road, toward a stonewall-endosed burying ground (established in 1706) and
woods extending to the Paskamaneset River. The approximately 14-acre property
was originally purchased for an earlier Quaker meetinghouse in 1706. It
includes the present Meetinghouse (1790), a wood-frame privy (19th century),
drylaid stone walls, marked and unmarked graves, as well as the potential
archaeological remains of four historic structures: the first meetinghouse, an
earlier privy and two carriage sheds. The stone footings of one of the
carriage sheds, erected in the 1860s and removed in 1928, are visible near the
northeast corner of the property, and the stone footings of a small utility
shed of unknown date, which stood adjacent to the privy, are also apparent.
All of the five elements standing, visible, and datable (meetinghouse, privy,
stone walls, burying ground and footings of the 1860s carriage shed) are
considered to contribute to the significance of the property. The three
buried archaeological features are currently not identified, but would also be
contributing resources. The utility shed might also be a contributing
resource if future research establishes that it is an early structure.

Site ad Setting:

The Apponegansett Meetinghouse property lies approximately one mile east
of the small hamlet of Russells Mills on a country road bordered with loosely
spaced nineteenth and twentieth century houses. The meetinghouse is set back
approximately seventy feet from the road and is set on the crest of a gentle
rise of land on the west side of the Paskamaneset River. The small privy
structure is located near the west end of the meetinghouse, and the large
cemetery is an L-shaped area along the west and south sides of the building.

Medinghouse Exterior Features
The two-story, rectangular Apponegansett Meetinghouse structure measures

fifty-four feet eight inches long from east to west and thirty-two feet six
inches wide from north to south, and has a regular fenestration pattern on all

[X~| See continuation sheet
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four elevations. It is supported at grade on a loose-laid, unmortared,
rubblestone foundation and rises to a medium-pitch gable roof, oriented
east-west and sheathed in asphalt shingles. Two small, internal chimneys,
built of soft brick with parging, are located at either gable end. The
exterior walls are primarily clad with red cedar shingles, naturally weathered
to a soft grey-brown; the modest trim is painted white. The building stands
plumb, square and level.

Both the north and south facades of the meetinghouse have four bays of
evenly spaced window openings. The second-floor windows are set directly
above those on the first level and butt the roof cornice. The east and west
gable-end elevations have two similarly arranged window bays. The relatively
wider spacing of the first-story windows reflects the presence of the end-wall
fireplaces on the interior of the building. All windows are double-hung
wood-sash with six-over-six lights. The window surrounds are simple, with
plain board moldings and narrow timber sills. All are protected by plain,
planked, hinged shutters added in the early twentieth century.

The south, primary facade is distinguished by two identical entrances, one
for men and one for women, a configuration typical of Quaker meetinghouses.
The doors are set about twelve feet from the east and west ends of the
building between the first and second, and the third and fourth bays. The
single-leaf doors are constructed of plain fastened boards, hinged with iron
strap fastenings. There is a plain lintel and drip molding above each opening.

The remainder of the building's exterior is simply treated, with a
shallow, unadorned roof overhang lacking gable end returns, narrow bargeboards
set flush to the end walls, narrow cornerboards and shingles extending to the
foundation, with no sill capboard.

Meet i nghouse I nterior Features:

The hand-newn, post-and-beam timber framing with chamfered posts and
pegged mortised and tenon joints is exposed on the interior of the building.
On the long elevations, posts are spaced eleven feet six inches on the outside
bays and fifteen feet five inches on the inside bays. Interior columns set
eleven feet six inches from the east, south and west perimeter walls support
the beams carrying the ceiling rafters and floor joists of the upper gallery.
The roof framing consists of kingpost trusses spanning thirty-two feet six
inches wall-to-wall, and spaced at four feet four inches.

The interior plan of the Apponegansett Meetinghouse consists of a single
first-floor room, ringed on three sides by a second-floor balcony. The walls
are finished with early white-washed plaster, which is most likely original,
and the floors are unfinished, wide pine boards. Window and door opening trim
is simple, consisting of plain boards.

(continued)
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On the first floor, long rows of unpainted pine benches face north. The
benches have open backs and a single board for the back stile. The "high
seats"”, three rows of benches on three platforms at different levels, face the
assembly from the north wall.

At the east and west ends of the first floor are hooded fireplaces. The
east hearth is constructed of cut fieldstone, and the west hearth of brick.
The lower edges of the hoods are rectangular and are supported at the two
outer corners by heavy iron bands that pierce the ceiling and evidently fasten
to the gallery floor beams. The plastered hoods narrow to chimney width at
the ceiling.

The U-plan balcony is reached via dogleg staircases in the southwest and
southeast corner of the building and is supported by exposed kingpost truss
framing. It has five rows of benches in a gallery on the east, south and west
sides of the meetinghouse, allowing unobstructed views of the "high seats”
against the north wall below.

In a treatment commonly found in Quaker meetinghouses, the first floor can
be divided vertically north to south, between the men's and women's sides of
the room, by movable, fine-grained cedar partitions. These were kept raised,
except after the monthly worship meetings, when they were lowered to permit
separate business meetings to be conducted. The partitions drop from a fixed
section that spans the second-floor level from south to north. They are
operated by a system of pulleys. A fourth partition at the north side of the
room was hinged and held up to the ceiling by iron hooks. It incorporates a
door to allow passage between the men's and women's sides of the house.

Sometime in the nineteenth century, perhaps around 1860 when stoves were
added to supplement the open fireplaces, an arrangement was made to enclose
the first floor to retain heat in cold weather. This was accomplished by
installation of large trapdoors on both the m”n's and women's sides of the
meetinghouse. The hinged trapdoors, eight planks wide, attached by iron
hinges to the central partition, could be lowered to create a continuous
first-floor ceiling. A second, smaller trapdoor over the "high seats" was
also part of this system.

Meetinghouse Alterations:

The interior of the meetinghouse has had minor amounts of damage due to
insect infestation in several structural members and some benches. Charring
of the exterior wall, caused by a fire set by vandals in the early twentieth
century, is present at the center of the south side at the balcony level.
Other than these areas of damage and normal deterioration of aging, the
meetinghouse remains virtually unaltered from its origi-nal construction. The
trapdoors added in the late nineteenth century reflect changes to meet the

(conti nued)
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needs of the congregation a century ago and are significant, contributing
elements of the building's design and function.

The exterior of the meetinghouse remains fundamentally as it was built in
1790. The only alterations are due to maintenance and repairs completed at
later times with non-original, but generally sympathetic, materials.

In 1876, the earlier window sash, which probably had 12/12 lights, were
replaced with the present sash, and the entire building was reshingled. In
1965, the exterior was again reshingled, with red cedar shingles, and there
has been some obvious patching done since then with white cedar shingles. The
original roof sheathing, which was most likely wood shingles, has been
replaced with asphalt shingles. The trim appears to have remained unpainted
until 1922, when the meetinghouse was used as a setting for the movie, "Down
to the Sea in Ships."

At present, no specific plans exist for work on the building, although a
recent structural condition study may serve as the basis for undertaking a
stabilization and maintenance program to address identified preservation
needs. No changes to the building are contemplated.

Outbuildings:

The end-gable-roof, one-story, shingled privy is set on a fieldstone
foundation immediately west of the meetinghouse near the northwest corner.
The entrance is in the east gable end. The interior is plastered with
horsehair plaster. Its construction suggests it was built in the nineteenth
century, and it is most likely the outbuilding that appears in this location
in an 1899 photograph (Souvenir, 1899). At least one earlier privy stood on
the property.

Buryi ng G ound:

The burying ground i s an L-shaped open field bordered by drylaid stone
wal l's. It contains the irregularly placed, sinple gravestones and unnarked
graves of nany of Dartnouth Mnthly Meeting at Apponegansett nentbers from t he
earlg eighteenth century until the twentieth century. |t was originally
established in 1706 as a plot sixrods square with a perineter stone wall.
Since that tine it has been enl arged several times, in 1753 and 1860, and now
occupi es approxi mately five acres.

Qher Site Features:

The present neetinghouse of 1790 repl aced and was constructed "a fewfeet"
fromthe original Dartnouth Monthly Meting House, erected in 1699 on this

(conti nued)
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site. The exact |ocation of the earlier structure, presunably disnantled when
the new neetinghouse was huilt, has not been identified.

The original carriage shed was | ocated northwest of the neetinghouse and
stood west of agate opening inthe stone wall along Russells MIls Road. In
the 1860s, when the cenetery was enlarged, the carriage shed was either noved
or rebuilt at anewsite near the northeast corner of the property close to
the road and t othe gate inthe north stone wall. There is no visible
evidence on theground surface of the earlier carriage shed. The later
bui | ding appears in an 1899 Photograph and was renoved i nlate 1928 fol | ow ng
an episode of vadalism Aline of footing stones parallel tothe stone vall
along the roadi s nost |ikely associated wth this structure.

A photo?raph dated 1899 indicates that a privy, apparently that standing
todaﬁ, was |ocated on the property at the northwest corner of the neetinghouse
on the north side. |tisreasonable toassune that in the Ion? history of
this site, there have been additional privies, asyet unidentified.

The location of a small shed is narked by four corner footing stones near
the west end of the Meetinghouse, adjacent to the priv?/]. The date of this
structure is unknown; however, it does not appear I nthe |ate nineteenth
century photographs, suggesting a construction/denolition sequence in the
twentieth century.

The drylaid stone walls of [ocal fieldstone which surround the burying
ground and [ine the north boundary of the property along Russells MIls Road
are twoand a half feet high. The section of wall between the prirrar%/, sout h
facade of the meetinghouse and the cenetery bows out in acurve amy tfromt he
bui | di ng, probably toacconmodate carriages. Upright posts flank a gate
opening inthe center of the curved wall section opposite the meetinghouse's
south elevation. A sectionalong the road and two sections around the burying
ground have a picket fence enclosure rather than stone walls.

(conti nued)
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Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sites are recorded on the property or in the general
area, it is possible that sites are present." The physical characteristics of
the parcel, a high well-drained terrace adjacent to the Paskamaneset River
indicate favorable locational criteria for native subsistence and settlement
activities. Minimal historic period disturbance also characterizes the
property. Given these facts, a moderate to high potential exists that
prehistoric sites are present.

A high potential exists for significant historic archaeological remains on
the property. Controlled testing and excavation can determine whether or not
structural survivals of the first Meeting House exist on the property as well
as survivals of two carriage sheds and one utility shed. Occupational related
features may also survive including an earlier privy and remains associated
with the privy still extant on the property. Below-ground construction
features associated with present and past meetinghouse may also be present.
Sheet refuse remains are also likely on the property.

(end)



Apponegansett Meeting House, Dartnouth, Massachusetts
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| I nationally d | statewide d | locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [X|A d B dic 1 ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [X]A dc dID dE dF 111G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1790- 1941
Rel i gi on | 860
Exploration / Settlenment 1876
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Apponegansett Meetinghouse, Dartnouth, Massachusetts is significant as
one of the ol dest and nost intact early Quaker neetinghouses i n southeastern
Massachusetts, and one enbodying the distinctive architectural austerity of
this building type as well as possessing associated site elements (burying
ground, privy, stonewalls and the potential archaeol ogical remains of a
seventeenth century neetinghouse and outbuildings) preservedina rural
setting. Historically, the neetinghouse is inportant as the inmmediate
successor of the 1699 Dartnouth Mont hI% Meet i ng Meetinghouse on this site, the
first inthe Dartnouth area, and for the role this neeting and its nenfers
played i nthe history of the agricultural connunity of Dartnouth from t he
seventeenth tothe twentieth century. The Apponegansett Meetinghouse
possesses integrity of |ocation, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association; it neets Criteria Aand Cand Exceptions A and D of the Nati onal
Regi ster of Historic Places on the local level. Wth further study of its
archaeol ogi cal potential, it nay also neet Criterion D

The site of the present Apponegansett Meetinghouse, constructed in 1790,
was the location of the first Quaker neetinghouse inthe greater Dartnouth
area (which included the present tows of Vestport, Dartnouth, NewBedford,
Acushnet and Fai rhaven?. Escapi ng persecution i n Plynouth and Massachusetts
Bay Colonies, nany early Quaker settlers inthe md-seventeenth century
settled inthe fertile agricultural lands and coastal area of Dartmouth,
incorporated as a town in 1664. Here they would be free to worship according
to the dictates of their conscience. The closest neetinghouses at that tine
were i n Sandw ch, Massachusetts and Newport, Rhode |sland.

Aong the early settlers were Hw ands, Aliens, Socuns, Snths and
Tuckers, nanes al so associated with farmng, mercantile and industrial
activities inthe town. The early devel opnent of Dartnouth and other towns i n
the Buzzards region was directly attributable tothe presence of the
i ndustrious Quakers. My nenters of these and other notable famliesare
buried i nthe cenetery adjacent tothe neetinghouse.

Pn See continuation sheet
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 14 acres

UTM References

A LLL9J 13]313]|7 14,610 5|3|4]|0 Bn ,91 [3]3,3|9,4|0] 14,6]0,5|0,8,0|
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C Lii9J |3]|3i3|0i4i0| |4i6|0i5|5 0,0 DdiJ 1313,410,4,01 14,610,513,4, 0|

| | See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The nomnated property i s enconpassed i nthe Town of Dartnouth Plat 109, Lot 64. It is
roughly bounded by Russells MIls Road (North), The Paskamansett Rver (East and South),
and residential houses Plot 109, Lots 65 and 66 (Wst). The small siliver abuttingto
the north. Lot 63, owned by the Toam of Dartnouth, reflects a change i nthecurvature

of Russells MIls Foad.

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundaries of the Apponegansett Meetinghouse nomnation are drawn t oinclude |ands
historically associated with the neetinghouse and burial ground, as well as potential
archaeol ogi cal renmains associated with the use of the site by the Dartmouth Meeting of
The Society of Friends. Plot 109, Lot 64 i sthe original property purchased withthe
meet i nghouse i n 1706.

| | See continuation sheet
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The Dartmouth Quakers initially held worship meetings in private homes,
but soon decided to build a meetinghouse to hold their increasing numbers. In
1699, they petitioned and.received permission from the Meeting at Newport to
establish Dartmouth Monthly Meeting as a separate administrative body. The
weekly meetings'formed in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries at Acoaxet
(1717), Central Village (1784), Smith Neck (1822), Aliens Neck (1761), Newton
(1754), Smith Mills (1828), Long Plain (1759) and New Bedford (1792) all trace
their history to the Dartmouth Monthly Meeting at Apponegansett. As the
Dartmouth community grew, the first meetinghouse was enlarged in 1702, 1727
and 1743. Finally, in April 1788, it was agreed to erect a new, larger
meetinghouse:

It appearing necessary that a Committee be appointed for planning and
therein regulating the size of a Meetinghouse at Apponegansett, as
concluded on and directed by the Quarterly meeting,--the collecting
materials, siting, erecting, building and finishing said House, as they
may find best, and make report from time to time as they may see
necessary--therefore Thomas Russell, Joshua Potter, Gideon Howland,
William Anthony, Peleg Gifford, and Caleb Russell are appointed for that
Service, and a further addition to them is to be considered of by next
Monthly Meeting. (Minutes April 12, 1788).

Two years later, in March of 1790, Thomas Hicks, Humphrey Russell and Jonathan
Barker were appointed in addition to the Committee "to prepare for and carry
forward the building of the Meeting house in Dartmouth." Shortly thereafter,
the older building was dismantled, and the new meetinghouse was ready for
occupancy in September of that year.

The site of the original meetinghouse was very close to the present
building; its survival as a below-ground archaeological resource has not been
determined. Due to its proximity to the newer building, the site may have
been affected by the new construction, but the low-intensity use of the
property suggests that little disturbance has probably occurred since that
time. The potential archaeological, anthropological and historical
significance of this probable site, a seventeenth century meetinghouse and the
first Quaker meetinghouse in southeastern Massachusetts, is high.

Dartmouth was an important local core community beginning in the Colonial
period, owing in part to its position on the important overland route from
Cape Cod to Taunton, and to its port at the mouth of the Acushnet River. From
the first visit of the prominent preacher Thomas Story in 1699 onward, the
meetinghouses at Apponegansett were visited by eminent Quaker ministers from
England and America. In 1766, it is said that 2,000 people gathered here for
a meeting. Throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the members of
Dartmouth Meeting were active participants in local town government, and thus
had a strong influence on the community as a whole. In 1722, selectmen of the

(conti nued)
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Town of Dartnouth spent a year and a half injail because the predom nantly
Quaker nenbership of Toan Meeting voted not to pay themnisterial tax |evied
by the Gonmonveal th for the official Preshbyterian mnistry. During the French
and Indian Ve and the Revolutionary Vér, they took a stron? stand "for
truth's sake" inrefusing to bear arns or pay taxes levied tor support of the
wars. Yet in 1775 they voted to send donationsto Boston and Charlestown for
the relief of the colonists. As early as 1716, nenbers of Dartmouth Monthly
Meeting queried the practice of hunan slavery, and by the beginningof the
nineteenth century, through their influence, no slaves were held in the
Dartnout h ar ea.

In the twentieth c_enturg, the nuner of Quakers inthe greater New Bedford
area has declined considerably. This trend ispartially aresult of their

i nsi stence on adherence to very strict interpretation of the Rules of
Discipline. @ equal inpact has been the influx of great nunbers of
redomnantly Catholic immgrants fromEuropean countries wio cane to work
irst inthe textile mlls and later inthe fishing industry. The neetings at
Acoaxet, Newown and Long Plain are discontinued; and the neetings at Nw
Bedford and Smth MIls are nearly so. The neetinghouse at Apponegansett
stands as a nonunent to the original settlers of the region i nthe period

fol I ow n% the "Geat Anakening'--a living nonunent, as those wo continueto”
worship here carry on the Meeting' s traditions. The neetinghouse i s open for
worship and used for special events during the sunmer nonths, and the Annual
Meeting of Dartmouth Monthly Meeting is held each sunmer at the neetinghouse,
where promnent |eaders within the "denomnation serve as guest speakers.
Though their nunbers have substantially dimnished, the tradition of
participation in Tow Meeting al so continuesto be upheld by the Dartnouth
Quakers t oday.

As originallY constructed, and as it stands today, the Apr)onegansett
Meetinghouse reflects inits architecture the-sinmplicity and lack of
ornanmentation characteristic of thelives and properties of nenbers of the
Society of Friends. It isan excellent exanple of the Quaker meetinghouse, a
clearly identifiable vernacular building formthat seens to have energed by
1800 and expresses the Quaker aesthetic, enbodying a spiritual belief in
harnony and sinplicity, as well as incorporating practical elenents tied to
functional needs. Its nelding of Georgian design and materials with barnlike
construction nethods, austerity of enbellishment, the use of partitionsfor
al low ng separate nen's and wonen' s busi ness meetings and the presence of a
gal Ihery forchildren and servants are hal I marks of traditional Quaker
architecture.

In conparison with other meetinghouses inthe Dartnouth area and what i s
known of the formi ngeneral, the Apponegansett Meetinghouse seensto
represent a transitional forminthe use of fireplaces as part of the original
design. Quaker neetinghouses were typically unheated until the nineteenth

(conti nued)
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century; usually, end chimmeys for stoves were introduced to provide heat (for
exanpl e, see Long Plain Friends Meetinghouse, Acushnet, 1759, NR 1986, and
Smth MIls Friends Meetinghouse. North Dartnouth, 1849), but open fireplaces
vere not coomon. By the late nineteenth century, as Quakers incorporated sone
attention toconfort, such as heat and seat cushions, the cold weat her

provi sions at Apponegansett were modified to increase the heat capacity of the
nain room Wthits original formand finishes, the Apponegansett
Meet i nghouse i s al'so notablei n that no porch or other additions have been
nade; the building stands essentially as constructed i n 1790.

(conti nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Significance

Snce patterns of prehistoric occupation inDartnouth arepoorly
under st ood, any surviving sites would be significant. Prehistoricsitesin
this area may provide nuch needed settlenent exanples relating sites along

secondary drai nages such as the Paskananset with nore coastal drai nage and the
Buzzard s-Bay drai nage as a whol e.

H storic archaeol ogical renains described above can provide information on
earlier land use of the property as well as detailedinsightsinto Qaker
|ifeways, Quaker construction techniques and general use of the neetinghouse.
Archaeol ogi cal remains on the property are particularly inportant since they
nay allow reconstruction of the earlier neetinghouse site as it originally
existed in1699. Structural remains and associated occupational related

features from that period are believed to survive intact onthe present
neet i nghouse property.

(end)
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REGISTER

January 25, 1991

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollow ng nomnation:

Apponegansett Meting House, Russells MIls Road, Dartnmouth (Bristol County),
Massachuestts 02714.

There has been no owner objectionfor theproperty |isted above.

The nomnation has been voted eligible bythe State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Gnners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before theneeting and
Viere afforded the opportunity t oconment. Gnments received todateare
attached tothenomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmission

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470
Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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