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The present appearance is almost identical to the original physical
appearance. The church is built of brick, hand-made b the slaves
on the plantation of Mrs. Mary Hayes Willis Gloster i MIBH32§”1&EFM
front of the building is covered with stucco, applied at some later
date. The entrance has the original brick steps, and the original
old wooden doors. Inside, the floors are of pine, just as they were
laid by slave-labor in the beginning. The original lighting fixtures
are on the walls, wired now for electricity. The altar is the same,
and the original wooden cross stands on the altar. There is a slave
gallery overhanging the entrance doorway. The pews are copies of
the original pews, which were torn out and used to make coffins by
Unlon soldiers during the War between the States, when the bulldlng
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Immanuel Church was organlzed in 1832, after Mary Hayes Willis
Gloster, a widow of 52, rode horseback from LaGrange to Franklin,
Tennessee, to seek the help of the Rev. James Hervey Otey (her
Godson) in organizing an Episcopal Church in LaGrange. The Rev.
Thomas Wright was sent to LaGrange as missionary priest for the
District of West Tennessee, and through his efforts five Episcopal
churches were organized within a year. In addition to Immanuel
they were: St. Luke's, Jackson; Christ Church, Brownsville;
Calvary Church, Memphis; St. Paul's, Randolph. But Immanuel Church
was the first.

By 1843 the present church building had been erected and Immanuel
Church was consecrated. During the Civil War, it was used as an
armory and hospital for Union troops The pews were rlpped out

and used as coffins for the Union dead, walls were defaced by
vandals, shutters torn away and windows broken. 1In 1900, a cyclone
stormed through LaGrange and razed every other church, but Immanuel
stood. In recent years, many improvements and repairs have been
made, while leaving as much as possible the way it was originally.
Fixtures have been wired for electricity; a central heating and
cooling system has replaced the pot-bellied stoves; plumbing and

a restroom have been installed; and the windows, which had been
boarded up since the Civil War, have been replaced by new windows
which are replicas of the original windows.

The unique place Immanuel Church holds in the history of the
Episcopal Church in West Tennessee accounts for the keen interest
taken by so many in its restoration and preservation through the
years. Services are held regularly at Immanuel Church on the 2nd,
Uth, and 5th Sundays of each month at 11 a.m. This landmark is a
valuable part of our heritage.

R distinctive architecture, together with the fine interior wood-
R, makes Immanuel Church unique in the area, and worthy of
rvation.




"History of The Church in the Diocese of Tennessee™
Howard Noll, Historiographer of The Diocese of Tennessee; Corres-
ponding Member of the New Jersey Historical Society.

"Romance of The Episcopal Church in West Tennessee by Ellen Davies
Rodgers.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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