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1. Name of Property

historic name Lamourie Lock

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Lamourie Road and U. S. Hwy 71____ 

city or town ____Lecompte______________________ 

state Louisiana_______ code LA county Rap ides

_N£Anot for publication 

__ 1X1 vicinity

code 079 zip code 71346

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this K\ nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
03 meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally D statewide 1X1 locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

__________9/7/94_______
Signature of certifying officiaBTitle 

LA SHPO, Dept of Culti

Hobdy, Date 
Recreation and Tourism

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification *v x&>y -
VSignature^qf the^eeper 

J&\

I hereby certify that the property is:

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet.

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet.

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

D removed from the National 
Register.

D other, (explain:) ________

A j\

MY A &*tlctte <iflt vlO '
nj *~s\S >—

Date of Action



Lamourie Lock
Name of Property

Rapides Parish, LA 
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

D private
03 public-local
D public-State
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

D building(s) 
D district 
D site 
S structure 
D object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

0

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total
Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

_______N/A_______________

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION/water-related: lock

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

NOT IN USE

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A___________

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation 

walls __

brick
brick

roof N/A

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The Bayou Lamourie Lock (1857) is located on Bayou Lamourie about one-and-a-half 
miles southeast of its juncture with Bayou Boeuf. It is just a few yards east of U.S. 
Highway 71 and is visible from the roadway. Despite some deterioration and the loss of the 
gate, the resource remains eligible for the National Register.

The Bayou Lamourie Lock is not a lock in the traditional sense ~ i.e., a device that 
permits a boat or barge to make a change in elevation as it traverses a canal or other 
waterway. Referred to as a lock in the 1857 legislation authorizing its construction, its stated 
purpose was to improve navigation on Bayou Boeuf. Bayou Boeuf was a major 
transportation artery for planters in lower Rapides Parish; however, its variable water level 
rendered it unreliable much of the year. The purpose of the so-called lock was to prevent 
water from Bayou Boeuf from flowing into Bayou Lamourie, thus lowering the former's 
water level. The lock functioned more like a dam, but with a gate that could be opened to 
release water when necessary.

The lock structure itself consists of matching brick faceted retaining walls with earth 
backing which effectively narrow Bayou Lamourie. At the narrowest point was an 
operational gate. The gate is no longer extant; however, surviving curved cast-iron fittings 
suggest that it was a double gate that opened in the manner of a pair of French doors. The 
walls rise approximately eight feet above water level and are about four feet thick. Each 
side of the lock structure is braced by a brick reenforcing wall which meets the retaining 
wall at an angle (see sketch). The reenforcing walls may also have been used to attach 
fittings to anchor gate handles in place when the gate was in the closed position.

The retaining walls are greatly overgrown with vegetation for much of the year. 
Settling of the western end of the northern wall has caused a large crack.

Assessment of Integrity:

Despite the deterioration and the loss of the gate, the Bayou Lamourie Lock retains 
enough of its original character to convey its historic purpose. With its high brick retaining 
walls which narrow the bayou and the cast-iron fittings for a gate, the resource still looks 
like a device to control the flow of water.



Lamourie Lock
Name of Property

Rapides Parish, LA 
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than an acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

5 5i6 5i6iO| |3i4 4|3 9|0|0
Zone Easting 

2___ I I . J_L

Northing
I I

Northing

D See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title National Register Staff

organization Division of Historic Preservation 

street & number P. 0. Box 44247_________ 

city or town _____Baton Rouge_____________

date August 1994

telephone (504) 342-8160

state Louisiana zip code 70804

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name___Rapides Parish Police Jury______________________________

street & number P. 0. Box 1150 

city or town ____Alexandria

telephone (318) 473-6660

state Louisiana zjp code 71309-1150

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



Lamourie Lock
Name of Property

Rapides Parish, LA 
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

[3 A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

D C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations N/A
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

'Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

transportation

Period of Significance
1857 - c.1890

Significant Dates
N/A_______

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibilography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested 
n previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#______________ 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # ________________

Primary location of additional data:
fxl State Historic Preservation Office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
D Other 

Name of repository:
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The Bayou Lamourie Lock is locally significant in the area of transportation because 
it improved navigation on Bayou Boeuf. By stabilizing the water level in Bayou Boeuf, it 
facilitated the transportation of crops to the interior port of Washington and on to New 
Orleans.

At the time the Bayou Lamourie Lock was authorized by the Louisiana legislature, 
planters along Bayou Boeuf were in serious need of a reliable method to transport their crops 
to market. Bayou Boeuf runs eighty or so miles, twisting and turning, from its juncture with 
Bayou Lamourie to Washington. Because of its narrow banks, irregular channel, and 
oftentimes low water level, the Boeuf was certainly a less than dependable method of 
transportation. However, it was the only choice other than an overland journey of some 
twelve miles through swamps and forests directly to the Red River or a day's trip to 
Alexandria and the Red River.

To stabilize the water level in the Boeuf, the Louisiana legislature in 1857 authorized 
the construction of a lock at or near the mouth of Bayou Lamourie, as previously mentioned. 
The sum of $15,000 was appropriated, with the balance to be paid by citizens living along 
Bayou Boeuf, as stipulated in the legislation. Prominent planters were named as 
commissioners to select the location of the lock and oversee its construction.

Bayou Boeuf remained the way to transport crops to market until the coming of the 
railroad in the 1880s. As was true across Louisiana, water transportation gradually gave way 
to rail transportation. The Lamourie Lock became of no use in 1901 when a dam was built 
close to Bayou Lamourie's juncture with Bayou Boeuf. The closing date for the period of 
significance is c.1890, by which time the Iron Horse had become pre-eminent.
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Boundary Description

The boundary is shown as a broken line on the attached sketch map.

Boundary Justification

Boundaries were chosen to discretely encompass the significant resource.
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