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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Overlooking the San Ramon Valley and distant Mount Diablo, Tao House
nestles on a small plateau high up the slopes of Las Trampas Ridge. A pair

of stone pillars marks the entrance to the private drive which approaches

the residence. This road was once guarded by electrically-operated gates that
opened with the push of a button from the house.

Mrs. O'Neill designed the new home for her and her husband in conjunc-
tion with architect Frederick Confer, and described it as "a sort of pseudo-
Chineﬁg house' expressing the O'Neills' concept of a serene Oriental exist-
ence. In front of the long, L-shaped dwelling is a walled courtyard entered
through a heavy wooden gate. A one-story service wing at right angles to the
main part of the house encloses the northern side of the courtyard, while in
ithe southwestern corner stands a small chauffeur's cottage. Later owners of
Tao House created new gardens within this entrance court, but some of the
O'Neill plantings still survive. These include weeping willow trees and the
wisteria which droops from the upper veranda of the house.

Built of rough-faced concrete blocks resembling stone, Tao House is
icovered by a low-pitched black tile roof which extends over the verandas to
the front and rear. Continuing the Chinese motif, the solid wooden shutters
flanking the windows are painted a muted Chinese red. The facade has been
lsomewhat altered since the O'Neills' time by the addition of a wood-and-
stucco, two-story projecting wing. Other exterior changes post-dating the
0'Neill occupancy include a second chimney added to the front of the house,
and the replacement of the original wooden railing on the upper west poxrch
by the present one of wrought-iron. The rear or eastern elevation of Tao
House, however, presents virtually its original appearance. 2

The simple interior arrangement of Tao House has also survived, despite
various modifications. The large living room, which is now re-oriented
around the later fireplace, lies to the right of the entrance hall, Off the
Living room, at the southern end of the house, is a guest chamber and bath,
with a private sunroom. On the left side of the entrance hall is the dining
room, and beyond, a butler's pantry, kitchen, servants' quarters, and garage.

Upstairs are the bedroom suites of Mr. and Mrs. O'Neill, as well as the
playwright's study--perhaps the least-altered room in the house. The study
is separated from the principal bedrooms by a short corridor, with doors at
each end to insure the privacy which O'Neill required during periods of
creativity. Windows on both sides of the room command views of the gardens
and the California countryside. A small fireplace faces a pair of French
windows which open into a sun deck now glassed in, while rough wooden beams
support a deep red ceiling.

The first-floor rooms of Tao House are paved with red Chinese tile, and
throughout the interior are found wall recesses built to accomodate the
shelves for O'Neill's vast library. Mrs. O'Neill left the interior walls
of Tao House unpainted, to serve as a backdrop for the Chinese furnishings
which she secured through Gump's in San Francisco. Pastel greens and blues
now predominate, but three pieces of furniture still at Tao House are believe

to have been part of the original Chinese decor: a pair of andirons in the
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