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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Brick, three-and-a-half stories over basement, hipped
roof, dormers, double-tiered piazza over arcaded batement
curtajn-“dll entrance, quoins, marhle entrance steps, Adam
mantels and interior trim. Built c. 1800 by Francis Simmons,
a John's Island planter. Dependencies include a two-and-a-
half story brick kitchen building with dormers and a one-
and-a-half story brick stable, or carriage house, with dor-
mers.

The triple wood and iron gates with brick piers, car-
ved marble trim, wrought-iron fence with ornamental in-cur-
ving panels flanking doorway, were added after 1816 by George
Edwards.

Both the exterior of the main house and the interiors
of its principal rooms remain virtually unchanged. Additions
or alterions are: radiators for heating, kitchen equipment
placed in a room behind the dining room, a small bathroom in
the third floor hall and an elevator which replaced enclosed
back stairs.

Between the main house and kitchen building is a stucco
addition of 3 stories over garage, measuring approximately
10' by 16'. Bathrooms and laundry are housed there.

The kitchen building has beer modernized to include a
bath and small kitchen but its exterior is virtuwally unchan-
ged.

The interior of the stable, or carriage house, has also
been alterced to make a dwelling, but here again the exterior
is virtually unchanged, except for glass paned doors and .fan
lights having replaced the big carriage doors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the finest examples of "single" houses in Char-
leston, the Simmons-LEdwards house was built with graceful
Adam ornamentation and owes its significance to three im-
portant factors: 1its architecture, its fine Regency fence
and gates, its complex of outbuildings with large, land-
scaped garden designed by Umberto Innocenti.

Because "single" houses are distinctive to Charleston
and because gates and walls or fences are also typical of
the city, this house with its imposing gates typifies some
of the best of Charleston's architecture. In addition, its
outbuildings add considerably to its value as a living pic~
ture of life in Charleston in the early 19% century.

The Uctagen Library of Early American Architecture, Vol.I,
Charleston, 5. C., published by the Press of the American
Institute of Architects, Inc., devoted over five full pages
to the sSimmons-Edwards ilouse and its dependencies - an honor
accorded only six other buildings in the city.

The house is also rated "Nationally Important" in the
survey This Is Charleston.
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As the designated State Iiaison Officer for the Na-
I hereby certify that this property is included in the

/WM/A L,

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prefervati

JAN 25197

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been '
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 7A {

forth by the National Park Service., The recommended

level of significgnce of this nominationaAs:

National
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