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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Two-story white frame structure with lap-siding, 
David Lesley and built about 4030, exact date unknown. 
support a pedimented front portico, two stories high and
central section of house. Ornamental supports are entablat .features ,. v v 
Beneath pediment is small second-story balcony with wooden lafe4;fe«wpTr^Vts ^ 
A floor-length window opens onto main portico on either side of rrtndr^oor, 
original shutters on these and all windows. In addition to the imposing 
front entrance, two simpler entrances with piazzas open on each side of 
house. The corners of the house are accented by pilasters. Square 
chimneys have paneled sides. Of the original separate buildings   which 
included carriage house, smokehouse, well house, cow barn, milk house and 
kitchen   only the kitchen remains. This building, with its large brick 
fireplace and iron crane for cooking-utensils, is in good condition.

Characterizing the interior are high ceilings and spacious rooms. 
The main entrance is a central great hall with an Adam fanlight. A drawing 
room opens on each side. In antebellum times, the wide double doors to 
each of these rooms permitted use of the entire front area as a ballroom.

Craft characteristics of the builder show up consistently in the wood 
trim, design of doors and other architecture features. All floors   wide 
boards of heart pine   are original, as are the simply-carved mantels. 
The two drawing rooms and the dinin^r'eature central ceiling medallions 
and original crystal chandeliers. The drawing room doors are fitted with 
heavy silver hinges imported from England. At the rear of the central hall 
a narrow-railed staircase rises to a broad landing.

The house is completely furnished with Southern antiques of the 
antebellum era. These include furniture, silver, crystal, rugs, miniatures 
and family portraits in elaborately carved gold-leaf frames. Also in gold 
leaf are floor-to-ceiling pier mirrors and window valances. A first-floor 
bedroom and four upstairs bedrooms are completely furnished in the early 
19-century mode. Marble-topped dressers^ hand-carved chests and tester 
beds with hand-made coverings are typical. The desk of the home's first 
owner stands in the upstairs hall. Much of the charm and value of the 
house lies in the authenticity and charm of its furnishings.

The gardens were designed originally by an English landscaper named 
Johnson. The narrow entrance driveway, originally a carriage road, circles 
before the front steps. Here an old dismount stone still stands. Remain­ 
ing from the original landscaping, boxwood-bordered walks extend from the 
broad piazzas at the side and rear of the house. The house and grounds 
are shaded by tall oaks, magnolias, cedars. Plantings include oleanders, 
wygelia, wistaria, other old-fashioned shrubs and flowers.

The house is, in excellent condition, both the interior and exterior 
almost completely unchanged from the original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Burt House has its chief historic significance as the location of 
Jefferson Davis's last Council of War.

Here, at the home of his personal friend, Major Armistead Burt, 
President Davis and his official company stopped overnight, May 2, 1865. 
The stop was one of many made by the evacuating Confederate government 
following General Lee's withdrawal from Petersburg, Virginia, and the 
ensuing Confederate surrender at Appomattox, April 9, 1865. Accompanying 
Davis from Richmond were members of the Confederate cabinet, his personal 
staff and departmental attaches. They were attended by Confederate Cavalry

By the time the party reached Abbeville, two of the Cabinet had 
resigned, the military situation appeared hopeless, and the hope of 
President Davis to reach Mississippi and re-vitalize Confederate forces 
appeared equally hopeless.

Attending the Burt House Council of War, in addition to the one 
cabinet officer not serving as a general, were President Davis, Gen. 
Ferguson of Mississippi, Generals Dibrell and Vaughan of Tennessee, Col. 
W.C.P. Breckinridge and Gen. Basil Duke of Kentucky, Gen. John C. 
Breckinridge, cavalry"commander, arid Geri. Bragg, senior General of the Army 
(Lee, Johnston and Beauregard having surrendered).

Here was made the decision to "abandon all hope of effecting any other 
purpose than Mr. Davis's escape to the west."

It was this final meeting of Confederate leaders which gives substance 
to Abbeville's claim of being the "Grave of the Confederacy" as well as its 
"Birthplace" (because of its historic Secession Hill site). As the setting 
for the final Council of War, the Burt House itself has become a historic 
landmark.

The Burt House is also considered extremely valuable as an example of 
antebellum mansion architecture and atmosphere. Both its exterior and 
interior appearance typify the period known popularly as the "Old South."

Built by Armistead Burt, following his move from Pendleton to Abt&ille 
and his marriage to Martha Calhoun - both in 1828, the house has remained 
in the same family ever since. Present owner and occupant is Burt's great- 
great niece, Mrs. Mary Stark Davis. Burt himself was a distinguished 
Abbeville lawyer who served in both the United States and Confederate 
Congresses.

It is especially important that the house achieve National Register 
status at this time since Mrs. Davis plans a bequest that, at her death, 
the house and all its furnishings shall become the property of the Abbevill 
County Historic Preservation Commission. The property must be maintained 
as a historic house and may be used as the Commission deems best.

cont....
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8. Significance - Continued

The Burt House is already a historic shrine, its importance increased 
by its location in South Carolina's importantly historic Abbeville district, 
and in Abbeville town, a spot of great charm that retains a number of other 
important historic landmarks.


