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CESCR BE THE FRESENT ANDCR G NAL (IF KNOWY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The former Lynn Y.MCA Building, nowMasonic Hall, i sa four-story brick block of
Victorian Gothic designwith facades facing Market andLiberty Streets of three bays
and eight bays, respectively. These twofacades ar econnected at t hebuilding's

sout hwest corner, above thefirst story, by a narrow corner bay set at a 45 degree
angle t oeach facade. Theroof of thebuilding's southernhalf i snearly flat, while
that of thenorthern half i sahigh, slate-covered hip-on-hiproof which encloses

an auditorium  Thebuilding's facades areconstructed of pressed brick with buff-
colored sandstone trim (i.e., sills, lintels, springers, keystones, moul di ngs and
sone voussoirs). Rear walls (north s east) arebuilt of common brick without sand-
stone trim

FIRST STARY - (SAJIH MMNRKET STREET FACADE, The Market Street facade originally
contained thebuilding's major entrance i nits easternnost bay anda store fronti n
its western twobays. MWhile this arrangenment remains, theoriginal wooden entry

has been replacedwith alumnum and gl ass doors (ca. 1970) andtheoriginal pressed
metal andplate-glass store front has been replaced by a nodern store front of plate
gl ass surrounded by plastic panels.

FIRST STARY - (VEEST) LIBERTY STREET FACACE, Theliberty Street facade contains eight
bays, thesouthernnost of which contains t he sane nodern store front which covers

the Market Street facade. Mving fromsouth t onorth, thesecond, third, fourth

and eighth bays areframed by brick piers which rise fromdressed granite bases t o
moul ded capitals and, finally, toa pressed metal cornice, atthebase of t he second
story. Thefifth, sixth, andseventh bays areframed by panelled posts. The eighth
bay contains anunused entry of double wooden doors which once | edt ot he upper
floors. All bays, exceptingtheeighth, have hadtheir original w ndows renoved

and arenowbl ocked by wood andbrick partitions.

UPPER STAR ES - (ANERAL; The upper stories aredivided into regular bays by piers
which rise fromthe base of t hesecond story topointed arches at thetopof the
third story, andby a second set of piers which rise fromthe base of the fourth
story through a corbelled cornice t obecone posts at theroof. Contained within
each bay arepaired windows with 1/ 1sash as both second andthird stories. Each
pair isdivided at thecenter by a wooden colum. At thefourth story of each bay
are twow ndows with 1/ 1sash set i nseparate frames with sandstone lintels set on
console blocks. Thew ndow sills of the upper three floors andthe window lintels
of thesecond story areconnected t o continuous bands of sandstone, which form
courses around t he building. Each pointed arch i s made up of brick voussoirs
separated by sandstone voussoirs, keystone and springers. Two courses of decorative
sbrickwork extend around t hebuilding, passing throughthepointed arches.

UPPER STAR ES - (SQUTH MNRKET STREET FACADE, The sout h facade i s made up of three
bays and has a metal nane placque containing the words "MASONC HALL" i nits center
bay between thefirst andsecond story windows. At theroof, thecenter bay rises
to a stepped parapet which bears a date placque narked "1880". Flanking the parapet
and ontopof it aredecorative cast-iron railings.
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UPPER STAR ES - (VEEST) LIBERTY STREET FACADE The west facade is nade up of eight
bays" t henorthernmost four having slightly taller second story windows than those
of other facade bays. At theroof, thesouthern four bays have a decorative cast-
iron railing set between brick piersr thenorthern four bays' piers are partially
concealed by theroof and have no railing. An added fire escape covers part of the
second and third stories of the building's northern four bays.

UPPER STAR ES - GORN\ER BAY (SQUTH/EEST GORN\ER):  Set at a 45 degree angle t o both
facades, this narrow bay contains single windows with 1/1 sash at t he second and
third stories with a narrow pointed arch framng a Geek cross above the third
story window. At thefourth story i sa single windowwith 1/1 sash over whichi s
a corbelled cornice and, at theroof, a cast-iron railing.

NORTH BELEVATION Facing parking lots created by thedemolition of neighboring
structures, thenorth elevation i sthree bays wide, andlargely undecorated.
Fenestration i sirregular, consisting of two wi ndows flanking a narrower center

wi ndow, al | O which areblocked by metal fire shutters, atthefirst story. These
w ndows have sandstone sills and arched brick heads. At thesecond story, the wall
is divided into three bays by four brick piers which franme a narrow center w ndow
and two wider windows i nt heouter bays, all of which areblocked by wooden part -
itions. Thethird story has a small window at its center anda slightly larger
window i nitseastern bay. At thefourth story, twodoors occupy theouter bays;
the doors open onto aniron platform which connects t othefire escape on t he
building's west facade.

EAST ELEMTION At thefirst twostories, theeast elevation i saparty-wall with
the neighboring building. Above, the wall is built of common brick with only one
w ndow opening visible, at thenorth endof thethird story.
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STATEMENT - S G\ A CANCE

The Lynn Masonic Hall (known as the YMCA before 1922) retains integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association and i sa major local exanple
of VictorianGothic architecture. Although the VictorianGothic style was popular
in thecity's Central Business District during thel870's and early 1880's, al |
other examples of thestyle (excepting a small rowhbuilding at 38-40 Market Street)
have been destroyed by theFire of 1889 and by demolitions resulting from thearea's
decline inthe1960's and 1970's. Wth t heexception of a nodern store front and
nodern doors onit sMarket Street facade, theformer YMDA Building remainsi n
original condition. Promnent elements of thebuilding's design areit spointed-
arch wal | panels, buff sandstone voussoirs and«tring courses, decorative brick
panels and cast-ironrailing above the cornice.

The Lynn YMCAwas organized i n1856 asa social club for "the moral in”rovement of
young nen." Until theoutbreak of theCivil War, theorganization rented roons
from t heLynn Natural History Society, where meetings were held and a library

kept. Suspended during the war, thelLynn YMCAwas reorganized i n1868 andi n-
corporated i n1870. Rapid growth of thenenbership (rising t 0440 by 1873), 1 ed
the group toform abuilding comrttee i n1871and t opurchase al ot at 64-68

Mar ket Street, Although i t had been intended t oproceed with construction, abusi-
ness depression slowed thecollection of donation pledges and caused post ponenent
of buildingplans until 1879 when a design competition was held. Several proposals
are known t ohave been submitted tothis competition; however, only those of George
Wet herell (Boston) and H J. Preston (Boston) have been identified. Having selected
Preston's design, theYMCA began construction inthespring of 1880 on what wast o
be "the first YMDABuilding built for that purpose i n Massachusetts."

By January 1881, thebuilding had been conpleted at a cost of $57,390, of which

$29, 000 represents actual construction costs. At thetime of itsdedication, the
building contained rental space at t heground floor, which was occupied i n 1880

by t he NewEngl and Cl ot hi ng Conpany; upper floors contained meeting rooms, offices
and two halls, one of which was rented by t he Masonic Lodge. The continuous

growth of t heLynn YMCA during t helate nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
resulted intheconstruction of a new headquarters ont hesouth side of Market Street
(denmolished) i n1907 and t hesale of 64-68 Market Street t oitspresent owner,

Lynn Masoni ¢ Tenpl e Association, i n 1922.
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