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The former Lynn Y.M.C.A. Building, now Masonic Hall, i s a four-story brick block of 
Victorian Gothic design with facades facing Market and Liberty Streets of three bays 
and eight bays, respectively. These two facades are connected at the building's 
southwest corner, above the f i r s t story, by a narrow corner bay set at a 45 degree 
angle to each facade. The roof of the building's southern ha l f i s nearly f l a t , while 
that of the northern h a l f i s a high, slate-covered hip-on-hip roof which encloses 
an auditorium. The building's facades are constructed of pressed brick with b u f f -
colored sandstone t r i m ( i . e . , s i l l s , l i n t e l s , springers, keystones, mouldings and 
some voussoirs). Rear walls (north s east) are b u i l t of common brick without sand­
stone tr i m . 

FIRST STORY - (SOUTH) MARKET STREET FACADE; The Market Street facade o r i g i n a l l y 
contained the building's major entrance i n i t s easternmost bay and a store f r o n t i n 
i t s western two bays. While t h i s arrangement remains, the o r i g i n a l wooden entry 
has been replaced with aluminum and glass doors (ca. 1970) and the o r i g i n a l pressed 
metal and plate-glass store f r o n t has been replaced by a modern store f r o n t of plate 
glass surrounded by p l a s t i c panels. 

FIRST STORY - (WEST) LIBERTY STREET FACADE; The Liberty Street facade contains eight 
bays, the southernmost of which contains the same modern store f r o n t which covers 
the Market Street facade. Moving from south to north, the second, t h i r d , fourth 
and eighth bays are framed by brick piers which r i s e from dressed granite bases to 
moulded capitals and, f i n a l l y , to a pressed metal cornice, at the base of the second 
story. The f i f t h , s i x t h , and seventh bays are framed by panelled posts. The eighth 
bay contains an unused entry of double wooden doors which once led to the upper 
f l o o r s . A l l bays, excepting the eighth, have had t h e i r o r i g i n a l windows removed 
and are now blocked by wood and brick p a r t i t i o n s . 

UPPER STORIES - GENERAL; The upper stories are divided i n t o regular bays by piers 
which ri s e from the base of the second story to pointed arches at the top of the 
t h i r d story, and by a second set of piers which r i s e from the base of the fourth 
story through a corbelled cornice to become posts at the roof. Contained w i t h i n 
each bay are paired windows with 1/1 sash as both second and t h i r d stories. Each 
pair i s divided at the center by a wooden column. At the fourth story of each bay 
are two windows with 1/1 sash set i n separate frames with sandstone l i n t e l s set on 
console blocks. The window s i l l s of the upper three f l o o r s and the window l i n t e l s 
of the second story are connected to continuous bands of sandstone, which form 
courses around the building. Each pointed arch i s made up of brick voussoirs 
separated by sandstone voussoirs, keystone and springers. Two courses of decorative 
•brickwork extend around the buil d i n g , passing through the pointed arches. 

UPPER STORIES - (SOUTH) MARKET STREET FACADE; The south facade i s made up of three 
bays and has a metal name placque containing the words "MASONIC HALL" i n i t s center 
bay between the f i r s t and second story windows. At the roof, the center bay rises 
to a stepped parapet which bears a date placque marked "1880". Flanking the parapet 
and on top of i t are decorative cast-iron r a i l i n g s . 
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UPPER STORIES - (WEST) LIBERTY STREET FACADE; The west facade i s made up of eight 
bays" the northernmost four having s l i g h t l y t a l l e r second story windows than those 
of other facade bays. At the roof, the southern four bays have a decorative cast-
iron r a i l i n g set between brick piersr the northern four bays' piers are p a r t i a l l y 
concealed by the roof and have no r a i l i n g . An added f i r e escape covers part of the 
second and t h i r d stories of the building's northern four bays. 

UPPER STORIES - CORNER BAY (SOUTHWEST CORNER): Set at a 45 degree angle to both 
facades, t h i s narrow bay contains single windows with 1/1 sash at the second and 
t h i r d stories with a narrow pointed arch framing a Greek cross above the t h i r d 
story window. At the fourth story i s a single window with 1/1 sash over which i s 
a corbelled cornice and, at the roof, a cast-iron r a i l i n g . 

NORTH ELEVATION: Facing parking l o t s created by the demolition of neighboring 
structures, the north elevation i s three bays wide, and largely undecorated. 
Fenestration i s irr e g u l a r , consisting of two windows flanking a narrower center 
window, a l l Of which are blocked by metal f i r e shutters, at the f i r s t story. These 
windows have sandstone s i l l s and arched bri c k heads. At the second story, the wall 
i s divided into three bays by four brick piers which frame a narrow center window 
and two wider windows i n the outer bays, a l l of which are blocked by wooden part­
i t i o n s . The t h i r d story has a small window at i t s center and a s l i g h t l y larger 
window i n i t s eastern bay. At the fourth story, two doors occupy the outer bays; 
the doors open onto an i r o n platform which connects to the f i r e escape on the 
building's west facade. 

EAST ELE^^TION: At the f i r s t two stories, the east elevation i s a party-wall with 
the neighboring building. Above, the w a l l i s b u i l t of common brick with only one 
window opening v i s i b l e , at the north end of the t h i r d story. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Lynn Masonic Hall (known as the YMCA before 1922) retains i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, s e t t i n g , materials, workmanship, and association and i s a major local example 
of Victorian Gothic architecture. Although the Victorian Gothic styl e was popular 
i n the c i t y ' s Central Business D i s t r i c t during the 1870's and early 1880's, a l l 
other examples of the style (excepting a small row building at 38-40 Market Street) 
have been destroyed by the Fire of 1889 and by demolitions re s u l t i n g from the area's 
decline i n the 1960's and 1970's. With the exception of a modern store f r o n t and 
modern doors on i t s Market Street facade, the former YMCA Building remains i n 
o r i g i n a l condition. Prominent elements of the building's design are i t s pointed-
arch w a l l panels, buff sandstone voussoirs and«tring courses, decorative brick 
panels and cast-iron r a i l i n g above the cornice. 

The Lynn YMCA was organized i n 1856 as a social club f o r "the moral in^rovement of 
young men." U n t i l the outbreak of the C i v i l War, the organization rented rooms 
from the Lynn Natural History Society, where meetings were held and a l i b r a r y 
kept. Suspended during the war, the Lynn YMCA was reorganized i n 1868 and i n ­
corporated i n 1870. Rapid growth of the membership ( r i s i n g t o 440 by 1873), led 
the group to form a building committee i n 1871 and to purchase a l o t at 64-68 
Market Street, Although i t had been intended to proceed with construction, a busi­
ness depression slowed the c o l l e c t i o n of donation pledges and caused postponement 
of building plans u n t i l 1879 when a design competition was held. Several proposals 
are known to have been submitted to t h i s competition; however, only those of George 
Wetherell (Boston) and H. J. Preston (Boston) have been i d e n t i f i e d . Having selected 
Preston's design, the YMCA began construction i n the spring of 1880 on what was to 
be "the f i r s t YMCA Building b u i l t f o r that purpose i n Massachusetts." 

By January 1881, the building had been completed at a cost of $57,390, of which 
$29,000 represents actual construction costs. At the time of i t s dedication, the 
building contained r e n t a l space at the ground f l o o r , which was occupied i n 1880 
by the New England Clothing Company; upper f l o o r s contained meeting rooms, of f i c e s 
and two h a l l s , one of which was rented by the Masonic Lodge. The continuous 
growth of the Lynn YMCA during the l a t e nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
resulted i n the construction of a new headquarters on the south side of Market Street 
(demolished) i n 1907 and the sale of 64-68 Market Street t o i t s present owner, 
Lynn Masonic Temple Association, i n 1922. 
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