


7. Origiaal owner (if known) W i l l i a m F. Bradbury 

r e s i d e n t i a l Original use_ 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agfricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This imposing b r i c k Mansard house i s ' 
set c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y on a t e r r a c e above 
the s t r e e t . The steep, straight-edged Mansard 
w i t h i t s gabled dormers caps a b l o c k - l i k e mass. 
A center p a v i l i o n w i t h an elaborate entrance 
porch i s the f o c a l p o i n t of the design. 
The f l a t - r o o f e d porch contains c l u s t e r e d columns. 
A one-story polygonal bay on the facade i s o f f ­
set t o the r i g h t , and a f u l l - h e i g h t polygonal bay i s 
centered on the side e l e v a t i o n . W i l l i a m F. Bradbury 
was the Hopkins Master, and l a t e r Head Master of 
the Cambridge L a t i n School. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) * . 
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FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number \ 0 ' ^ ^ - [QA ' 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and • 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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In Area no. Form no. 

MID CAMB. I I B 30 

1. Town Cambridge 

Address 36 9 Harvard Street 

Name William F. Bradbury House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

HARVAt.0 ^ . ^ Q 

4 i »'-J 

50M-5-77 

lx..->Z 

V-

Present owner L l o y d M. Wilco:x, J r . 

Description: -

Date 18 7 7 

Source deed records 

Style Mansard 

Architect unknown ' '' 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features a s teep , s t r a i g h t - e d g e d 

Mansard w i t h gabled dormers; a 

cen te r Mansard p a v i l i o n i s f o c a l 
p o i n t . 

Altered No Date 

Moved No Date 

Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building from street 

Recorded by E. MacDougall 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l COmm. 

Date 1966 " ' ' 

UTH- Scorn • 



7. Original ovmer (if known) W i l l i a m F. Bradbury 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal
Agricultural
Architectural
The Arts
Commerce
Communication
Community development

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

_XX-
Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This imposing b r i c k Mansard house i s . ' ' 
set characteristically on a terrace above • '^y ' 
the s t r e e t . The steep, straight-edged Mansard 
w i t h i t s gabled dormers caps a b l o c k - l i k e mass. 
A center p a v i l i o n w i t h an elaborate entrance -'i-
porch i s the f o c a l p o i n t o f the design. 
The f . l a t - r o o f e d porch contains c l u s t e r e d columns. 
A one-story polygonal bay on the facade i s o f f ­
set t o the r i g h t , and a f u l l - h e i g h t polygonal bay i s 
centered on the side e l e v a t i o n . W i l l i a m F. Bradbury 
was the Hopkins Master, and l a t e r Head Master o f 
the Cambridge L a t i n School. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

A 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccranunity: 

Mid Cambridge 

FoiTO No: 
MC 

II.B.30 

Prooertv Name- ̂ ^^^^^ ̂ - Bradbury He ise nroperiy Name. ̂ ĝ.̂ ^̂  ^ Harvard Sti 

Indicate each item on inventoiy fom vrfxidh i s being continued below. 

The W i l l i a m F. Bradbury House i s important as a rare example i n 
Cambridge of a p r e t e n t i o u s s i n g l e f a m i l y residence i n the paneled b r i c k 
s t y l e then being used e x t e n s i v e l y i n the Back Bay. The Bradbury House 
shows an emphasis on the use of f l a t , i n c i s e d decorative d e t a i l , r a t h e r 
than on the p l a s t i c modelling o f e a r l i e r Second Empire houses. The 
patterned brickwork and i n c i s e d decoration of the stone window l i n t e l s 
foreshadow the decorative m o t i f s of tJie Queen Anne s t y l e . 

The l a s t three decades o f the nineteenth century were a time of 
great expansion i n Cambridge. The po p u l a t i o n and the number of b u i l d i n g s 
v a s t l y increased. Many t r a c t s o f land i n Mid Cambridge were s t i l l un­
developed, p r o v i d i n g room f o r s u b s t a n t i a l new houses. Many of the area's 
f i n e residences were b u i l t a f t e r 18 73, among them the Bradbury House, 
whose o r i g i n a l owner was W i l l i a m F. Bradbury, a t one time the Head 
Master o f the Cambridge L a t i n School. 

The Bradbury i s of f u r t h e r importance as one o f only ten s u r v i v i n g 
s i n g l e f a m i l y residences on Harvard S t r e e t , which was once l i n e d w i t h 
s u b s t a n t i a l homes set on elevated s i t e s above the s t r e e t . 

The W i l l i a m F. Bradbury House i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n A 
f o r i t s importance i n tJie development of Harvard S t r e e t and Dana H i l l , 
and under C r i t e r i o n C as -an important example of i t s type and s t y l e . 

Staple to Inventory form at bo11om 
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Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
: ' * • . v . ' » Z Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource. Area  
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

8j^. Buildings at 15-17 Lee st.^'*'^'***"'"'^ yKeeper /AJ/LiUx^lZd^^'lLO^ H 13-^0-

. y, • • ' . / ' T . ' / ^ Z . r Z ^ -AatMt lTdB,^^^ - — — 

82. E l io t , Charles M. , Hp.usp- ' — ^ Keeper 

- BMi!7RER OBJECTIQN ^^^^^ 

8p. Sanders, ^ ^ g f ^ J J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ g g j ^ Q J j g ^ Keeper i ^ ) ^ M ^ /f. / ^ W ^ A ? gJ. 

Attest 
T 

. 84. Jones, William R., House SoB'sfantlrfl E e v l & l e e p e r ^̂ 6̂v̂ <̂i,(!{̂ dfe» / /• 

Build ini 

o V t Attest 
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ĉ .ireiiioZi 5, 

Recom./Criteria.  
Reviewf -v 
Discipline— 
Data 

- / • / / 

.aaa continuation sheet 

'Nomination raturnad for: . tectinicai corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussad balow 

1. Nam« 

2. Location 

3. Classif icat ion 

4. Ownor of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Pescription 

y aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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