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WALTHAM, MA  MRA

Town Waltham
Address 238 Linden Street

Historic Nane FrAnk J. Tvler House

Wse: Presait dwelling
Ctiginal sane
CESR PT1 GA
Date  189A
Sour ce deeds
Style Queen Anne
Architect unknown
Exterior Vall Fabric clapboard

Qutbuildings  garaee-NC

Myj or Alterations (wth dates) none

Condition fair/good

Mved g Dat e n'a

Acreage ?I,IP.1 "n. ft. 53-2-11

Setting set far back from street i n quiet
residential neighborhood, primrily
20th century i ndate.

Recor ded by Nancy Seashol es

Organi zation Vel thamHistorical CGnm

Date August, 1986
revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f appli cabl e)

The Frank J. Tyl er House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, work-
manshi p, feeling and association. | tissignificant as an elaborate, towered exanple of
the Queen Anne style—one of the best inthe city. | tisalso representativeof the early
phase of Wl tham s suburbanization. The Tyler House neets criteria A and C of the National
Regi ster of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURL. S GNH CGANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the community.

The Tyler House i s set well back from Linden Street in a quiet residential neighborhood of
predom nantly 20th century houses. | tis set off fromthe street by an old stone wall. |t
is one of Walthamis distinctive towered Queen Anne style houses (see fornms # 41, 32, 58,
121 and 150. In this case, the three story tower with conical cap projects from the body
of the house for itsfull height. | tis balanced by a projecting cross-gable. The entry
is paneled and framed by transom and sidelights. A bracketed oriel is located on the north
side elevation. A long arched window with multi-paned upper sash and a serai-circular fan
is located on the south elevation. A porch with triple Tuscan columms extends across nost
of the facade.

HSIGfIICL SGNHCANE Explain the role owers played inlocal or state history and hew the
building relatesto the devel ofxnoit of the conmunity.

Despite the el aborate towered Queen Anne form of this house, i t appears to have been built
and used for rental purposes. | tws constructed in 18A by Frank J. Tyler, a manufacturer
of agricultural machinery in Boston; Tyler lived at 258 Linden Street at the time (#172).
Tyl er subdivided the | ot and built this house on speculation. H sold it,with a nortgage
of $4,500, in 1895 to a wonan from Boston. In the next 12 years the house was resold nine
times, invariably to non-resident owners v-lo nmust have used i tas a rental property, al -
though apparently an unprofitable one, perhaps because of the distance to the center. The
house was finally acquired in 1907 by Annie F. Dowd of Maiden, the wife of Mchael J. Dowd.
The Dowds owned the house into the 1920s but continued torent it. In 1923 i twas occupied
by George E Kittredge, a chemst.
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1970 Atlas, City of Véltham Vil t ham Massachusetts NBA
Conpi | ed by t he Wl t ham 238 Linden Street

Engi neering Division Frank J. Tyler House

Scale: 1linch = feet 70-D7
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