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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This colonial mansion was constructed of Flemish and English
bond brick with a stone foundation. It is three and a half stories
on a raised basement with gambrel roof and cupola. The window lintels
have keystones and there are brown sandstone copings on the ends of
the gables. The south wing was added in c¢,1809 when it became the
Brighton Hotel. In all there are ;2 rooms, 5-room apartment with
bath,a 3-room apartment with bath, 5 baths, lj shower rooms and |
2-piece lavatories.

The interior is frame but there are heavy brick partition walls
throughout the building. Construction is of heavy timber with wide
plank floors and plaster walls. Ceiling heirhts are up to 1 feet.
Most of the windows are double hung.

The roof is asphalt shingle., Fire escapes have been added to the
building. A retaining wall has been constructed along the front of
the property. Masonry garages with frame roofs have been constructed
on the rear part of the property.

This formal town house originally overlooked Arthur Kill and the
lower Raritan River. The fomal gardens were destroyed by additions
to the original house and the amount of land associated with the house
has been reduced., to six tenths of an acre. Surrounding buildings
and modern utilities @bstruct the view of this once grand structure,
The porches, windows and much of the interior hmw been altered in
order for it to function as a hotel. Feure .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On March 25,1761 the President of the New Jersey Council of
Proprietors of the Eastern Division of the Province requested that a
convenient house for the Governor be constructed,

The house was completed on September 15, 1764. Chief Justice
Fredesiek Smyth and his family were the first occupants, (May 1766 - May
1771), William.Franklin, the last Royval Governor, and his wife, Elizabeth
moved in October 1774 into the house. William, son of Benjamin Franklin,
remained loyal to the Crown and was arrested by Continentals in this
house on June 16, 1776.

While Perth Amboy was occupied by the British troops, the house was
the headquarters of Commander General William Howe,

The building was sold by the Board of Proprietors in 1785.

and later again as a hotel, (the Westminster).

The house is one of the last surviving colonial governors residences
in the nation and the only surviving building constructed for the roysl
governor in New Jersey. The house, although in a poor condition, has all

“"the Hallmarks of an eighteenth century manor. The details of its con-
struction from its stone foundation and brick fabric to its gambrel roof
and its massiveness indicate its former splendor,

The interior, although greatly altered, could be rebuilt from the
vestiges that are half-hidden throughout the structure. Older photo-

graphs, lithographs and verbal descriptions give glimpses of now removed
details,

It has served as a hotel( The Brighton), a Presbyterian Church clergy home,
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Charlotte Tomaszewski, Research Assistant, Historic Sites Section

ORGAN!IZATION

Department of Envirommental Protection

DATE

July, 1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 1420

CITY OR TOWN::
Trenton

STATE CODE

New Jersey 3k

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ.ic Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [} State E] Local [7]

Na

Title Commissioner, Department of
Envirormental Protection

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Gt A Uit

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Predgrva fon

FEB 24 1971

Date

ATTEST:

Date MN 2 0 1977

Date Slptlmber 11 lgm
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