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’//In 1838, the Congress of the United States
established a permanent military post on land
bought from Captain John Rogers, near the site
of the older military post at Belle Point. 1In
the autumn of the previous year, Captain Rogers
‘had advertised in Arkansas newspapers and in the
newspapers of New Orleans, New York, Philadelphia,
and other cities khat he would establish a town
at Port smiths

The land on which the Commercial Hotel was
built was part of a tract of land given in a
government patent dated November 15, 1830, to
Hugh Tygart. Two years later, Tygart sold 235
acres, including the hotel. property, to Captain
Rogers.

At the time (1898-1899) that the Commercial
Hotel was built at 123 Front Street, the Cherockee
Strip had been open only nine years; and Oklahoma
was 8till the Indisn Territory. Front Street was
the main street of that brawling and rollicking
frontier. Fort Smith was the metropolis of the
area; and to the city and to Front Street came
the railroad. men, the displaced Indians, the
criminals, the dirt farmers, the cowboys, and
the women of unsavory reputation. They were not
to leave until well into the 20th century.

’///%he old hotel was for years one of the most
important and thriving business houses in the
river, section of the town. “Pearl Starr, daugh-
ter of the notorious Belle, moved to 215 Front,
just across the street.

That hotel was an opulent and prosper-
ous venture is attested to by the fact that in
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8. Significance Continued:
1911 the building, its furniture and fixtures, sold for

$47,000.

- It was not long, however, before civilization finally
tamed both the Indian Territory and Front Street. The
Indian Territory became the State of Oklahoma in 1907;
and eventually the name of Front Street, with all its
associations, became the more civilized "First Street."
The hotel ceased operations, its patrons gone, and has
remained vacant until the present time.

The importance of the Commercial Hotel lies in the
fact that it is perhaps unique in Arkansas. Fort Smith
was a border city and a gateway to the west. It was
the "fun city"™ of the Indian Territory and the Commercial
Hotel one of the fun spots of the town. Its clientele
were not the rich nor the socially prominent, but those
outcasts and individualists whose forebears had crossed
the Alleghenles two centuries before.




PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. DATE: _5/26/73

NAME OF PROPERTY RIVER ERONT MHDTEL

L

" The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

11.

12

Photographic Coverage.

Name.

Location.

Classification.

Owner of Property.

Location of Legal Description.

Representation in Existing Surveys.

Description.

Statement of Significance.

Bibliography.

Geographical Data.
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. COORD/WNATES CANNOT @:ﬁ'__
HE b PLEASE _SEND 6 LA

b.

Form Prepared By.

Certification.

Map Coverage.

Other.

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiatic
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register
criteria in full.

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked.
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common: RIVER FRONT HOTEL

sRpraR mMSToRIC: Commercial Hotel

NUM BE

123 North First Street

REET

CITY OR TOWN:

Fart Smith

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

Ark

Sebasti

\w’bTED /Q\/ CODE

SOURCE:

United States Geological Survey

scae: 1:24,000

DATE: 1947

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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Hre Gene bichardson

Arkansuas tistoric Urescrvation Frogranm
1423 West tudrd Streetg

Little kock, Avkesasas 72201

Dear Mr, nichardsont

AL your reauesl, we have cuecked on the status of the gix vroverties
wiileh you mfatinnnd in your letter of Februsry 22. The two propey-
ties about which the review committec was particularly concerned, the
Louvisiana Yurchase Survey Yarzet and the Washington County Ucurthouse,
vore botu entered in the Mational regleter on lebyusry 23, 1872, The
otiicr four grapertiaa, Jacobk Wolfe Louse,@@ver Front hotel Trapacll

Hall, and 01d Remdelph County Courthouse, are still pending <LJKJL/Wﬁ%QJJ L

» emargseney arises in comnection with one of these bulldings, we

happy to ezpedite tha roviow of thz acwmination. Az we Liave ﬁjz
stall and Lave a ceatinusl fpilux of sovisations tie normal

review arocesy uwsually takes geveral moutha. Ve appreclate your patisnes

cerrington
i Gnit
sational Register

et

Mre Williasm K. Henderson, Arkausas Department of Parks & Tourism, State
Capitol ~Toom 149, Little Rock, Arkansas 122{ w/cy ine

Director, Southwest Region w/cy inc

LI = Mr., Winge

PHR - w/cy inc

CSHULL:so~p 3/6/73 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PHR
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February 22, 1973

Mr. Jerry Rogers

Chief of Registration
National, Register
National Parks Service
Washington; BD.C<- 20240

Dear Mr. Rogers:
The Arkansas State Review Committee has asked us to verify

that the following nominations are in your possesion and are
currently under consideration by the National Register Staff.

Nomination County , Date Submitted to
the National Register
1 ILouisiana Purchase
Survey Marker Monroe P=12~T1

24 Washington County

Courthouse Washington ' 7-12-71
e I Jacob Wolf House Baxter 10-16-72
sille River Front Hoﬁel Sebastian 10-16-72
5. Trapnall Hall Pulaski 12-27=72

6. 01d -Randolph County
Courthouse "Randolph 12-27-172




Mr. Jerry Rogers -2- » February 22, 1973

In order to keep our records current and readily available
for reference by the State Review Committee, we would appreciate
your responding by letter or memo concerning these properties.
The State Review Committee is particularly concerned about the
two nominations submitted in July of 1971. If they have been
misplaced or for any reason you did not receive them please
notify us at once and we will immediately mail additional copies.

Thank you  for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerelys,.

Gene Richardson
Arkansas Historic
Preservation Program

FER:bjf



1134 -THR MAR 30 1973

Mr. William L, Henderson

Director

Arkansas Department of Parks and
Tourism

State Capitol - Room 149 _

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 ' \

Dear Mr, lendersont

In response to your request for the status of six nominations we have
consulted our files and have listed the properties below.

1. Loulsiana Purchase Survey Marker Added to the Register
2/23/72

2. UVashington County Courthouse Added to the Register
2/23/72

3. Jacob Wolf licuse : Peceived 10/19/72 in
review

— Cowarren \
’*W@L— cxal) Received 10/19/72 in

%Jrg)i%i\Q‘ review
5. Trapnall llall Received 1/3/73 in
, review -
6. 01d Pandolpli County Courthouse Received 1/3/73 in
review

As you kuow, ve have been belidnd in the review of nominations because of

short staffinp., We are begimning to catch up with our btacklog and should
be current falrly soon.

Sincerecly yours,

Charles A, Merrinpton
Chief, Neview Unit
Hational Register

ces

Director, Southwest Region w/cy inc

LY

PHR, w/cy inc
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

MAY 7 w713

Date Entered

Name

éo;ummmx

Pillow, Jercme Bonaparte, House

0ld Post Office Building and
Custom House

Also Notified

Hon. John L. MeClellan
Hon. J. W. mm

Hon. Johm P. Hammerschmidt
Hon. Bill Alexander

Hon. Wilbur D, Mills

Mr. mm;m

Location

Fort Smith
Sebastian County

Helena
Phillips County

Little Rock
Pulaski County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Mr. William E. Henderson, Director

Arkansas Department of Parks &
Tourism

State Capitol ~ Room 149

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Director, Southwest Region
PHR NRowland:mm 5/10/73



