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Form 10-300 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

0 District rn Bui I ding 0 Public Public Acquisition: 

0 Si te 0 Structure 0 Private O In Process 

STATE: 

Arkansas 

0 Object I I2Q Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 

in progress 

0 Agricultural 

5a Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Government 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 

0 Museum 

Avenue 

0 Park 

0 Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

Enter ise 

Sebastian County Courthouse 

6th Street - Rogers Avenue 

Little Rock 

STATE: 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

Arkansas 

STATE 

STATE : 

Arkansas 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

KJ Restricted 

0 Unrestricted 

0 No 

0 Comments 

n 
0 
c 
z 
-1 
-< 
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(Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian i 0 16th Century 0 18th Century 

5B 19th Century 

0 20th Century 

0 17th Century 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 0 Political 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi-

Kl Historic D Industry . losophy ' 
0 ,Agriculture ,_ 0 lnveriti:On ' 10 SCience 

tKI Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture : ,{ ' : 

0 -Art-:. Architecture 0 Socia !/Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itorion 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

G C.onservat.ion 0 Music 0 Transportation 

ATEMENT OF SiGN..!ft't'CANCE 

-/ ·In 1838, the Co~~ress of the United States 
established a permanent military post on land 
bought from Captain John Rogers, near the site 
of the older military post at Belle Point. In 
the autumn of the previous year, Captain Rogers 

.had advertised in Arkansas newspapers and in the 
newspapers of New O~leans, New York, Philadelphia, 
and other cities~hat he would establish a town 
at Fort Smith. 

The land on which the Commercial Hotel was 
built was part of a tract of land given in a 
government patent dated November 15, 1830, to 
Hugh Tygart. Two years later, Tygart sold 235 
acres, including the _ notel ~ pr9perty, to Captain 
Rogers. 

At the time (~8~~-1899) that the ~omme~cial 
Hotel was built at 123 Front Street, the Cherokee 
Strip had been open only nine years; and Oklahoma 
was still the Indi_an Terri tory,. . Front Street was 
the main street of that brawling "and rollicking 
frontier. Fort Smith was the metropolis of the 
ar;-ea; . and to. the .city and to Front Street came 
the railroad. men, - the displaced Indians, the 
criminals,, the. dir;t farmers, the cowboys, and 
the women' of -un'savory reputation. They were not 
t~/:ve until well into the 20th ce~tury. 

· The old hotel was for years ·one' of the most 
important and thriving busi~~ houses in the 
rive,r-, sectior). .o_f the tcrw?~ . _ Pearl Starr, daugh­
ter of the notorious Belle, moved to 215 Front, 
just across the street. 

That hotel was an opulent and pro§per­
ous venture is attested to by the fact that in 
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(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

8 . Significance Continued: 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Sebastian 

ENTRY NUMBER 

lAY 

1911 the building, its furniture and fixtures, sold for 
$47,000. 

It was not long, however, before civilization finally 
tamed both the Indian Territory and Front Street. The 
Indian Territory became the State of Oklahoma in 1907; 
and eventually the name of Front Street, with all its 
associations, became the more civilized "First Street." 
The hotel ceased operations, its patrons gone, and has 
remained vacant until the present time. 

The importance of the Commercial Hotel lies in the 
fact that it is perhaps unique in Arkansas. Fort Smith 
was a border city and a gateway to the west. It was 
the ''fun city" of the Indian Terri tory and the Commercial 
Hotel one of the fun spots of the town. Its clientele 
were not the rich nor the socially prominent, but those 
outcasts and individualists whose forebears had crossed 
the Alleghenies two centuries before. 



PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED. 
NAME OF PROPERTY RJV£8 P~DIJ T ttrJTif, 

~/2&/?J DATE: 

.. 
The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated below. 

___ 1. Name. 

____ 2. Location. 

___ 3. Classification. 

___ 4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

_____ 6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

_____ 7. Description. 

____ 8. Statement of Significance. 

_____ 9. Bibliography. 

/ 10. 
a. 

b. 

-3-73 

____ 11. Form Prepared By. 

____ 12. Certification. 

____ Photographic Coverage. 

____ Hap Coverage. 

____ Other. 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiatic 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register 
criteria in full. 

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked. 

SIGNED: 



T ECH REVIEW 
Photos_....;../_ 

Maps 

1 
l-f-
1J 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

ARCHI'I'EC'l' 

BRANCH CHIEF 

EDITORIAL REVIE\v 

KEEPER 

Acknowledge ;o);fL7~ 
I 

Send-back ·_ --=:3_-=:....tl-....;9:...__-_.!.,~_::"(:3~--

Rc-submi t _.!.1....:_· -:.....:./ 0::___:__:.. ;{_::j:._· ___ _ 

National Register write-up ------

Federal Register entry 7 - i -I 3 

MY717.1 
Register no. ___ '~..:.-.-. ___ _ 
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1Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

t-IATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE: 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundor ies where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3 . Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Sebastian 





1-:r . i..xe n.e i.ic•!;o.rds.on 
:':..rl..ausH~. ~ •. t.,. •) r i c l' rE~i: c: t"\>ation i'rot .ram 
li,; .:. J \.i.:::st -.r·,,:i.r .. ! ~tro1~t 

Ll.ttl.¢: hocl-. itrt~ans~s nzan 

,_ t )"OUt' r c·r•-.!•.<6 t 9 wi'. Lav0 cueci: <: G. o n tlu~ status of the sh: f' roperti0n 
t,·ld.c.n y ou r:-e::t.t icm'..: i u }au J.(!ttc r o~ l'"ehrut!r y ? 2 .. Tnr.~ t; '<;o t'l:oper­
ti"'·· t·:, cm.t '· i.c:1 th~ r~·v;it~'-:1 con-:;.it tt<· un~ j ·~~rtin.Vlrly conc" rn~cl 11 t lP 
L-:..~ L~i~.l..; ).l\l .... ·t .. :C J.d~e "'1..!r'"· ·y •J.:-~r~ ... --· t: . ·71 !!.·~ tl~.t~ ....... 6! .. : ·~!' ~-~tOH CcsUJ r·; Ccurt>lOUS::~ ~ 
~ ·-:!r~ ~-~~.t.~ --.~-~Lnr:: .. :.1.~1 r .. r ... ~ ! 1-:t·:i Jf"Ul ! _y-..:..._t; ... r :~ ·, f Ll""\1<;r""l ;: : ; ·i~·" 

o'-.:".r fou1· ~ 1"\'i,H:r t.i:::~, ...i-::coL. 'f.olf··. ~:Oldl!i' 'lrapn t.: ll 
i ,;.ll • <J.r-.d •·-1_,:; , au:i<;l:··L L\.>'.J,;ty Cc.rr-:: •. JI.<>e 11 ,;s;o ''t~ll t ·2nc1.r-[_> ~ ~ 

.i..i.'. SC•IDP e .. -~,r~:or-.cy .er:b.t~·; i-; CO G!h'.'(·t;·: !.~~\ ~ii t.:. c-;·,0 o f t l-,•:!S$ l_.' u.tldi~.f"~ ~ v:e ~ 
.. ~ll: ~ ;l~.\\:_,- to '=Xt-n.'"t.=! t.:1c r "' 1· ..... ' of t'!~--: qt :.:..,t t ion . r .. , ... v.. ~-! ~~,l\rt' r~ 

.L.J. · L..~~t..!J .. :t·.~ . .~../ tJ.;l(\ :\o:... \.! " CC .. t~-~·\U~:;__ !_:J.lUj;" !Jf !:t.."'~ .t.t~ht"LC l tO · t. .·."~;. llO t"fl!£" .. 1 
r.-; rJ f':li ~rc-·"" 'j •-; tiSU~ , 1:t t~-;.: ~ t:.B .... !!V-r~ f"-:t.! fra..:d t~·.:; " ~:(' [!li!J r~cl.-) tc :y·our P<'• ti:.-·:; " ~ . 

Cl': 

l·~r . \"1.11.1....-_.\ ... Jlcnden;o·,,"" ArJ,U.!lSnn :·,:.t•<lrtm.:out oC l'arLs (. T(' tl ri<.Jn t~ Sta t•:: 
C<-.yt ·ol -:'•.1v1 ll;:l, L.l.tt:l<.:: ;-~oc>. , .':l" ~~'..ns.-.. ~ -; :_·~:Ctl H/ cy :i.n c 

T..:ii..cctor, ~:;ou:..i, est I\.,~r;:i.oi1 H/ cy i nc 
LI - Hr . ~Jinc;e 
PHr.:. - w/cy inr: 
CSHULL: s o-p 3 /6/73 BAS I C FI LE RETf .. INED I1J PIIR 



• • • • • • • • • • ....... , , .._, 1 1 1 ~ a '--' 1 r- r \..J 1 I l L v L 1\ V t-\ I I U I \J I H U ~ H A lVI 
1023 WEST THIR D STREET 

February 22, 1973 

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
Chief of Registration 
National . Register 
National Parks Service 
Washington, D.C~ - 20240 

Dear Mr . Rogers: 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 501 374-0375 

The Arkansas State Review Committee has asked us to verify 
that the following nominations are in your possesion and are 
currently 0nder consideration by the National . Register Staff. 



'' ... .. 
Mr. J e rry Rogers -2- February 22, 1973 

In order to k eep our records current and re adily available 
for reference by the St a te Revi e w Committee, we would appreciate 
your r espondi ng by lette r or memo conce rni ng these properties . 
The Sta te Re v iew Co mmitte e is p articularly concerned about t h e 
t wo nomina tions s ubmitte d in July of 1971. If they h ave been 
misplaced or for an y r eason you did not receive them p lease 
no t ify u s a t on ce and we will immediately mail additional copies . 

Th ank you for your prompt a ttention to this matter . 

Si n cere ly , . 

Gerie Richardson 
Ark a n s as His t ori c 
Pre servation Program 

FER :bjf 



·: 

t·~r. t/illiam E. Henderson 
Director 

MAR 3 (} 1973 

Arkansas Department of Parks and 
Tourism 

State Capitol - Room 149 
Little P.ocl , .t\rl<..:'lnsas 72201 

Dear Hr. Uenderson : 

I 

\ 
In response to your reques t for the status of six nominations we have 
consulted our files and have lis t ed the properties belm11. 

1. Louisiana Purchase Survey Harker Added to the Register 
2/23/72 

2. HashinBton County Courthouse Added to the Register 
2/23/72 

3. J acob Holf !louse Feceived 10/19/72 in 
review 

4. River Front Ho t el -~~ Received 10/19/72 in -
t~~ review· 

5. Trapnall Hall Received 1/3/73 in 
review 

6. Old !~a.ttdo lph County Courthousf! Received 1/3/73 in 
revieu 

As you Lnou, ~ ~ c have been behinc.l in t he review of nominations because of 
short ~taff:f.nc . \~e l'lre l.>(>.ginning to catch up vith our backlog and should 
be current falrly ooon. 

cc: 

Sincerely yours , 

Cl 1a rl~"\~ A. J ~~rr:ington 

Chief , ncv:f.e\.1 l ln i t 
llational Reg:i.ater 

Director, ~;outln.Jc st Region u /cy j_nc 
LI 
l'I!R, ~v / cy iuc 
KllllLLl.:H:so-p 3/ 28/73 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN l'llR 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 
MAY 7 1973 

Name 

014 .... Off!ca IMU4bl ... 
eu:-. IIOae 

,Also Notified 

Mon. John L. HcClel1u 
...,.,., J:. • • ..U..itlat -......... ~. ... am a...._,,. 
... w..u.- D. ld.1la 

Location 

ron ad.t!h 
~e:oua.r 

a.1aa 
H&UU.pa co.•y 
Lf.t\H ' k 
.. .... , OO.t.y 

·-- Jl~.d~Mrt.G ....... u. 01 ..... •• WillS. .......... , ., ....... . .. ..................... -. .,...,... 
.... c.,it.ol - - ''' IJ..U• ~toM, klla••• ·Yu01 

Director, SOU~at Ra91oil 
~ NRowland:mm 5/10/73 


