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The John Patten Home is a primative vernacular residence, constructed of native 
oolitic limestone and red pine in about 1854. The home has a 2/2 plan over a full 
basement cellar. The basement has a pressed dirt floor, contains two rooms and 
has access from an outside door on the west and from stairs under a trap door in the 
floor of the northern room above. The stone walls in the basement are exposed, as 
are the large split-log puncheons which support the first floor. In the northern 
basement room is a large stone table used for butchering and processing food.

The first floor originally contained two rooms of equal size surrounding a central 
stairway. The stairs were later moved to the northwest corner of the home to 
accommodate a bathroom where the stairs had originally been. In c. 1880-1890 f s two 
one-room additions, one of red brick and one of frame construction, were made to the 
north of the old home.

The first floor now contains the original living parlor, kitchen, and a display 
room in the additions. The bathroom has been removed.

The two upper rooms were bedrooms and are now being used as display rooms by the 
Daughters of the Utah Pioneers who are maintaining and restoring the Patten Home as 
a pioneer museum.

The stone walls of the Patten Home are laid in coursed rubble, using a simple mortar 
made of mud and straw, without lime, gravel or sand. Most of the mortar has weathered 
away leaving a visual impression of being a mortarless wall. The front facade is 
symmetrical, excepting the basement entry and window. There is a centrally local 
door flanked by two windows in the first floor level and two smaller windows in the second 
level, directly over the windows below. The south facade has two windows, one for each 
level, near the southeast corner of the building. The east or rear facade is assymmetrical 
with two doors and three windows of various sizes. So irregular is the east elevation 
that all six lintels are at different levels in the wall. One window in the second level 
has been filled with matching stone.

The gabled roof has a 12/12 pitch and is unusually steep for the period which was 
dominated by lower Greek Revival roof lines. There are two corbeled brick chimneys 
built on stone pediments, one above each gabled end. The one-story brick addition 
has a hip-shed roof and 6/6 wood sash windows. The wooden frame addition is sheathed with 
novelty siding, has a shed roof one 6 paned fixed sash window and a pair of 6/6 wood sash 
windows. The original shingle roof has been covered with asphalt shingles. The cornice 
is plain, having no mouldings or frieze. Structurally the John Patten Home is sound 
and is without masonry cracks in any exterior walls. Much original fabric is extant, 
including original floors, plastered walls and ceilings and simple wooden trim. Through 
a grant from the Utah State Bicentennial Commission, some restoration activities are 
currently taking place under the auspices of the city of Manti and the Daughters 
of the Utah Pioneers.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The two-story limestone home built by John Patten, Jr., c. 1854 is a well-preserved 

example of early vernacular Mormon architecture in Utah. Patten played a prominent 
role in the settlement of Manti, established in 1849 as one of the earliest of 
approximately 400 colonies in the "Mormon Corridor."

HISTORY:
John Patten was born in Fairplay, Green County, Indiana, June 20, 1825. His family 

was among the earliest converts to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormon 
Church). As John grew up, he experienced the many persecutions of the Mormons in Missouri 
and in 1839 was among those to sign a covenant of protection and removal, authored by 
Brigham Young in response to an order of extermination by General Clark of Missouri. 
Patten came to Utah in 18SO and located in Manti, one of Utah's oldest cities, where he 
assisted in building the first fort in 1852. He took an active part in the Walker and 
Black Hawk wars and was one of three witnesses to receive a treaty of peace and deed to 
Sanpete County from Arapine, Chief of the Ute Indians, May, 1855. Patten was prominent 
in civic activities, serving as a representative to the Territorial Legislature, 
Sheriff of the county and member of the City Council. He was married in Manti to Candace 
Smith who later died, leaving two sons and three daughters. He was married again to 
Emily, a widow and sister of his first wife. She had three sons and two daughters.

Patten was a farmer by occupation. He built the Patten Reservoir and Patten Ditch, 
an irrigation system still in use which runs water to farmland five miles north of Manti. 
Somewhat of an inventor, Patten is credited with constructing the first "go-devil," a 
device used to lay off furrows for irrigation flow in farm fields. As a sideline, he 
also tried to develop a "perpetual motion" machine.

John Patten built his two-story limestone home c. 1854 after living next to the 
oolitic limestone quarry for a few years. The vernacular style home represents the 
earliest and most primative form of stone masonry construction in pioneer Utah. The 
walls of the home were laid in coursed rubble using crude mud mortar, most of which has 
washed away. Local residents call this mode of construction "dry wall." The two-over- 
two plan with dirt floor cellar also documents a typical early Mormon pioneer plan 
type. Although some alterations and small additions of brick and wood have been made, 
the John Patten Home is basically well-preserved. The home was lived in continuously 
until 1975 when it became a museum for the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers.
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