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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The J.H. Morgan house is a two-story clapboard building with a 
one-story porch extending across the full width of the main facade. 
The main elevation is five bays wide and has bilateral symmetry. 
Window heads are flat and the main entrance is a typical Greek Revival 
design with pilasters and side and top lights. Square columns sup 
port the porch roof and pilasters accent the corners while supporting 
a simple cornice with triglyphs and metopes. The roof is a low hip 
in form with a flat top. Detailing is spare and firm, as in earlier 
Greek Revival houses.

The house presently is in sound condition with a particularly 
well-preserved exterior. The first floor interior is close to its 
original appearance, but the second floor has undergone modernization.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Morgan house is in the Village of Plover, the first platted 
village in Portage County and the county seat until 1867. Some of 
the finest and earliest houses in the county are located in Plover 
because of its early significance. There are several Greek Revival 
houses in the town, and the Morgan house is the best of these and is 
relatively well documented.

Many of Plover's first settlers were immigrants from New York, 
so it is not surprising that that region provided inspiration for 
the first local houses. The transplantation of the style from New 
York to Plover resulted in more simplified examples built much later 
than Eastern prototypes. Nevertheless, the Morgan house, with its 
careful detailing and proportioning, exhibits a high standard of 
Greek Revival design.

An ancient wooden plaque, found by recent owners while refur 
bishing the house, details its origins. C. J. Packard built the 
house in 1860 for Morgan. Packard was known to be a carpenter and 
contractor, though nothing is known of J. H. Morgan's enterprises.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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