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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
1. STATE 2. THEME(S). !F ARCHEOLOG1CAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.

XX (Architecture) and XV (Fur -Trade)
3. NAME(S) OF SITE

Fort Boss Commander's House
4. APPROX. ACREAGE

k aeres
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

____ Sonoaa County, on State Highway 1, 87 lailes north of San Francisco
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

____ State of California (Division of Beaches and Parks) _____
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

Statement of Sinif iceuice

Built in 1012, the Coiasaander's House is an excellent original
xample of the Russian aethods of log construction,

Histor

Fort Boss was established as a Bussian African Coispany fur 
trading post "by Iran Kuskoff and 95 Buasians and 80 Aleuts frtaa Sitka, 
Alaska, in the spring of 1812. !Ehe post was constructed on the saiae 
general plan utilized "by the Busslans for their for trading poets in 
Alaska* Fort Boss *ms an quadrangular enclosure vhich measured about 
276 by 312 feet* Haad-heim redwood timbers -were used for all construction, 
including the stocfeaded walls , -which were 12 feet high. 3?w© two-storj'- 
blocldiouses, one 7-sided and the other 8-sided, ver© located at diagonally 
oirposite corners of the stockade,

Inside the -walls were the ccsrosBiander's house, officer's quarters, 
a t^o-story barracks for the Kussian es^loyees, a chapel, and 3 storehouses 
and offices^ outside the walls were 37 recbrood huts for the Aleuts, a wind- 
mill, farm "buildings, granaries, cattle y^rds, a tannery, and workshops 
for DlackBmiths, coopers, bakers, and carpenters. Ifhe fort i»as completed 
in l8l4. In December, lo^-l, the l^ussian American Company sold Fort ROSE 
to John A, Sutter and the last Hussians left the poet in January, 1842.

_. _______ (Contlnuad) _____
8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

-Hubert H. Bsgicroft , 'History of Calif ornia |7 vols., San l*mncisco. 
188^-90), II, 53*62, 294-320, 6aj«5£« iv 158-69; Harold Kirker, Californias 
j^chitectural Frontiar (San Marino, 19^o), 3, 13> Fort Boss State

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NFS study, HABS, etc.)

Historic American Building Survey*. CAL 1313 Russian Barracks k photos 
(1934). Jessie S. Douglas, "Brief Historical Account of Fort Ros6,"(N,F.S. Typescript, _ San Francisco, T.J£Ly 16, 1**** «•»-•«• m «—— »»«4^*-^j- «*4.-.- ^

'DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10J.§ SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER GIVE 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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6. Description and Importance (cont'd) ...

STATE

Calif ®raia
KAME(S) OF SITE

Ross Commander's

in IBIS, is a ose-stoary dualling
jaeftsnxreB aggptrcxx&istefy 36 "by l& feet, ffae ^alls, ntsfeh are net

ecpal, car sfe r£gb$ a$gl&s to aaaefcher^ art §*t^p?is©& edt Imnd* 
squared z*Qdwood ticibers that arc mortised together at the corners. Ho 
oasis or ougere vere used, but the intricate ana Mirons long*Joinlng 
done vith the use of the attee, axe, 1stm4a3ce, chisel, and plaae. The 

«t p@als&d M||jed roof, -afeieli also <?«ri©s f3«m &13® to si<le 
to nadj ^as ^uilt 3a tfcfc l^sre «ad i© made o$ of iiMllguMy s|ilit 
heved boards that are up to 23 feet Icsng aiid over an lach thick; 

these each have tvo chiseled ^roovea down their upper side near each 
edge to keop the vater away frtsu tlie ca?aek3. t£ho residence has a hall 
aad T yooms, with i^leatima that t&&i?0 J3B§r <mee fesm» &e«a six eigfelfe roota* 
% I8l8 the house Imd glass la Its

!3?he Cornmnnrl^r's House, lergeiy an origirjal 'building, vas still 
lafeSMSt ai^i littls-alt^^t in 1906 isfe^a ^3a Fwfe ^®s site ims 

to tlie Sfeate of California* SfeJa tasiMJUag, 3acw a |«o?t $f

is c^^ to vlff&twe ^^ aa kistcsrie house
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