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The original two story building was constructed by George Lucas in 1884 to
house official government documents but was immediately put to use housing
government offices instead. In 1930 the Waikiki wing was added in the same
character and detail as the original. Extensive renovation to the existing
structure was also performed. The new wing was connected to the original
building by means of a smaller entry corridor, creating the present
"dumbbell" floor plan.

The exterior bearing walls are constructed of large concrete blocks, the
major ones varying in length from 3'0" to 4'10". They have a smooth
surfaced face 11-1/2" high, projecting from convex moulded edges. Together
with tooled 3/4" joints the overall course height 'is 15". The surface of
the blocks is a smooth concrete stucco of light ivory color.

Windows on the first floor are arched concrete blocks with central keystones
Second floor windows have a molded concrete lintel arch. The sill of the
windows on the second floor is contihued as a belt course. The wall
terminates in a cornice and a cast concrete balustrade set between paneled
pedestals which terminate in globular urms. The crowning cornice below

the balustrade roof consists of classical profiles in cast concrete, below
which is a large scaled band of dentils over a band of egg and dart
decoration. The freize and architrave of the entablature are undecorated.

The original main entrance to the building, facing mauka (toward the
mountains) is arched with concrete block above which the legend "Kalakaua',
"1884" is incised.

The interior was significantly altered during the 1930 renovation. However,
arched openings in the corridors are still in evidence although obstructed
by modern hung ceilings and air conditioning ducts.

The Kapuaiwa Building is a simpler version of Aliiolani Hale which has
been described as an "English inspired ideal of Italian Renaissance
Architecture." Currently the building appears to be in sound condition
and receiving adequate maintenance. e
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Statement taken from OldVHonolulu:

"In 1882 the Legislature appropriated funds for the construction
of a fireproof building to house important government documents and
other records. In March 1884, work finally started on the new building
in the "Aliiolani Hale Yard." It was the third structure in Kamehameha V's
projected civic center and was given one of the Monarch's personal names,
Kapuaiwa. When completed late in the year, it provided quarters for the
Surveyor General, Superintendent of Public Works and Tax Collector. 1In
1927, Kapuaiwa, by then known as the Board of Health Building because of
its long-term occupant, was extensively repaired, and in 1930 the Waikiki

wing was added. The building continues to serve as a state office
building.™

Architecturally, the Kapuaiwa Building is of great value to the Civic
Center Complex in Honolulu. It is adjacent to the Aliiolani Hale and
complements it well, using the same detailing design as the older building.

Because of its location and character, the Kapuaiwa Building should be
retained in the Civic Center area. It is an attractive and structurally
sound building. It presently houses the Family Court and the Land Court.
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