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Town Topsfield-

Address 109 North Street 

Historic Name Stephen Foster House 

aka Greenwood Kennels 

Use: Present Residence and Kennel 

Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1680-1700 

Source visual analysis 

Style F i r s t Period 

Architect None 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

Outbuildings Bam and two sheds - 20th-c 

a l l i n disrepair 

Major Alterations (with dates) Chirmey bay 
rebuilt at att i c , 19th cen.; e l l aaaed 
right rear, date unknown. 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date 
less than one acre, part of a 

Acreage felYigle parcel of 27.01 acres 

Setting Rural, isolated, amid farm fields 

set back from road - no surrounding buildings 

o f f i c e park and Rt. lA nearby. 

Z E N 
UT>5 REFERENCE 19/341-490/4724-630 

JSGS QUADRANGLE Georgetown (now Ipswich) 

:C;-.L- 1:25,000 

Recorded by Anne Grady 

Organization Boston University 

Date October, 1985 
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Indicate each item on inventory' form which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Stephen Foster House has i n t e g r i t y of design, m a t e r i a l s 
and s e t t i n g i n i t s F i r s t Period frame, which embodies d i s t i 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n under C r i t e r i o n C. 
c e l l , two s t o r y p l a n i s t y p i c a l of a l a r g e r number of F i r s t 
houses. The house i s unusual i n t h a t i t r e t a i n s on the ext 
F i r s t Period s i n g l e c e l l massing u s u a l l y obscured by l a t e r 
The r e t e n t i o n of a branch on the rear p l a t e to serve as a b 
unusual example of vernacular carpentry p r a c t i c e . While re 
occasional use by F i r s t Period carpenters of ships' knees t 
the frame, the branch brace represents the i n v e n t i v e s o l u t i 
carpenter. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Stephen Foster House i s a two and one h a l f s t o r y house, three bays 
wide and one room deep, w i t h several small a d d i t i o n s t o the r i g h t rear. 
The clapboard s t r u c t u r e i s c u r r e n t l y embellished w i t h 19th century 
vernacular t r i m : a one s t o r y porch supported by square posts, and simple 
surrounds on the asymmetrically placed windows. The extremely steep 
p i t c h of the roof i s the only e x t e r i o r clue to the F i r s t Period o r i g i n of 
the b u i l d i n g . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The massive oak frame of t h i s house i s only exposed on the second f l o o r 
and i n the a t t i c . Framing on the f i r s t f l o o r i s concealed behind l a t e r 
f i n i s h e s , although n a i l evidence i n d i c a t e s c e i l i n g j o i s t spacing of 21" 
on centers. A s t r a i g h t - r u n s t a i r c a s e has replaced the o r i g i n a l chimney 
i n the chimney bay at the r i g h t hand end. On the second f l o o r , the 
summer t i e beam i s embellished w i t h 1 3/4" f l a t chamfers and a s t y l i z e d 
v a r i a n t of the lamb's tongue stop. The stops are not fashioned i n a 
continuous cyma curve, but are formed of two d i s t i n c t concave curves 
(see photograph). The s u b s t a n t i a l corner posts, jowled about 2' above 
the f l o o r , have f l a t chamfers. Pegs i n d i c a t e r i s i n g braces of 
considerable l e n g t h i n the outer w a l l s . Studs were pegged t o the t i e 
beam and p l a t e s o n l y c e n t r a l f y to these two long braces. Instead of a 
framed brace between the rear p l a t e and chimney g i r t , a t r e e branch l e f t 
on the p l a t e serves as a brace (see rear c l o s e t ) . 

Roof framing v i s i b l e i n the a t t i c i s comprised of p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s 
b r i d l e j o i n t e d a t the r i d g e , four l a r g e p u r l i n s per slope and a p u r l i n at 
the r i d g e . The p u r l i n s , 5 l/2"-5" wide and 3" deep, are hewn, l i k e the 
major framing members. The roof over the chimney bay was r e b u i l t 
probably a t the time t h a t the c e n t r a l chimney was removed i n the l a t e 
19th century. The cut o f f ends of the p u r l i n s which spanned the chimney 
bay remained trenched behind the r a f t e r s over the chimney beam. The 

Sta p l e t o I n v e n t o r v form at b o t torn 
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remaining three sets of oriainal T.= -f-h«>̂^ 
evidence cf having had c o n i r beamI ?h. ̂ ^ ? r °'' n°rtise 
tie was lapped and was a foSr iJS^r^,, \ f ""^^ chimney 
remain in ?he tto l i f t L ^ a - L i t t l t l ^f ^^^^^enoned collar beams whiih 
the studs are lapped behJnd tSI c o l l l r beaS""'' 

" ' S a i t L ' r d J m J n s L n J ' ^ ' T h e s r c h a r i c ^ " " ' T " " P l - t e l v ca. frame 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Stephen F o s t e r House i s l o c a t e d at the n o r t h w e s t corner of the p r o p e r t y 
w i t h a l i n e of convenience drawn t o i n c l u d e the nearby barns and kennels 
due to t h e i r c l o s e p r o x i m i t y . 

Staple to Inventorv fnT^ u^^^ 
on 
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