MRST PERIOD IMURVEY

M 3 - BUILDING :
JAN | 4 170
JMF‘R/I NO.
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON 60
80 BOYLSION STREET
BOSTON. MA 02115
Photos Town Topsfield-
27:26 facade Address 109 North Street
27:22 summer tie joining rear plate Historic Nane  Stephen Foster House
N27:24 detail, second floor rear plate® aka QG eenwood Kennels
27:15 attic, looking west Use: Present Residence and Kennel
27:18 west end of attic, detail: Original Residence
stud lapped behind collar beam
DESCRI PTI CN
Dat e ca. 1680-1700

Sour ce visual analysis
Style First Period
Architect  Nre

Sketch ?'D; _ .
Exterior V| Fabric { apboards
Qut bui | di ngs Bam and t wo sheds - 20th-c
all indisrepair
Myor Aiterations (wth dates) Girney bay
rebuilt at attic, 19th cen.; el | aaaed
right rear, date unknown.
Qndition  Gad
Mved No Dite
| ess than oneacre, part of a
Acreage felYigle parcel of 27.01 acres
Setting Rural, isolated, amd farm fields
set back from road - no surrounding buildings
office park andRt. |A nearby.
Z E N
U5 REFERENCE 19/ 341- 490/ 4724- 630 Recorded by Anne G ady
JSGB QACRANGE  Ceorget own (now | pswi ch) Organi zation Boston University

G- 1: 25, 000 Dat e Oct ober, 1985



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Connunity: Fom No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL Ca*WISSa®
Office of the Secretary, Boston TOPSFIELD 60

Property Name Stephen Foster
House

Indicate each item on inventory' formwhich i s being continued bel ow.
S| GNI FI CANCE

The Stephen Foster House has integrity of design, materials, workmanship,
and setting i nitsFirst Period frame, which enmbodies distinctive

characteristics of form and constructionunder Criterion C Its single
cell, two story plan i stypical of a larger nunber of First Period
houses. The house i sunusual i nthat i tretains on the extrior the

First Period single cell massing usually obscured by later additions,

The retention of a branch on therear plate toserve as a brace i san
unusual exanple of vernacular carpentry practice. Wiile related to the
occasional use by First Period carpenters of ships' knees to strengthen
the frame, thebranch brace represents theinventive solution of a single

carpenter.

EXTER OCR DESCRI PTI ON

The Stephen Foster House i sa two and one half story house, three bays
wi de and one room deep, with several small additions totheright rear.
The clapboard structure i scurrently embellished with 19thcentury
vernacular trim a one story porch supported by square posts, and simple
surrounds on theasymmetrically placed windows. The extremely steep
pitch of theroof i stheonly exterior clue totheFirst Period origin of

the building.
MAJCR FI RST PER CD FEATURES

The massive oak frame of this house i sonly exposed on the second floor
and i ntheattic. Framng on thefirst floor 1 sconcealed behind later
finishes, although nail evidence indicates ceiling joist spacing of 21"
on centers. A straight-run staircase has replaced theoriginal chimey
in thechimey bay at theright hand end. O thesecond floor, the
sunmer ti e beam i s embellished with 1 3/4" flat chamfers and a stylized
variant of thelamb's tongue stop. The stops are not fashioned i na
continuous cyma curve, but are formed of two distinct concave curves
(see photograph). The substantial corner posts, jow ed about 2 above
the floor, have flat chanmfers. Pegs indicate rising braces of
considerable length i ntheouter walls. Studs were pegged tothe tie
beam and plates only centralfy tothese two |ong braces. Instead of a
framed brace between therear plate and chimey girt, a tree branch left
on theplate serves as a brace (seerear closet).

Roof framng visible i ntheattic i scomprised of principal rafters
bridle jointed at theridge, four large purlins per slope and a purlin at
the ridge. The purlins, 5 1/2"-5" wide and 3" deep, are hewn, like the
maj or fram ng nmenbers. The roof over the chimey bay was rebuilt
probably at thetime that thecentral chimey was removed i nthe |ate
19th century. The cut off ends of thepurlins which spanned t he chimey
bay remained trenched behind therafters over thechimey beam The

Staple t o lnventorv form atbottorn
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Ccnnunity: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSICN
Office of the Secretary, Bosten TOPSFIELD 60
Property Name Stephen Foster

Indi cate each itemon inventory foimwhidi isbeing continued bel ow,

remaining three sets of oriainal T=-f-he™
evidence cf having had conir beanl ?h. "M 27r ot n°rtise
tie was lapped and was a foSr iJS"rn,, \ f "HAN chi mey
remain i n?hetto lift L*a-Lit tltl ~f ~A~*enoned collar beans whil h
the studs arelapped behdnd t SI colllr beaS"""''

"*SaitL'rdiJmJnsLnJ' A" Thesrcharic """'T ""Pl-telv ca. franme

BAUNDARY DESCRI PTI ON

The Stephen Foster House
with aline of convenience drawn t o include

due totheir close proximity.

i slocated at thenorthwest corner of the property
t he nearby barns and kennels

u/\/\/\

Staple to Inventorv fnT? on
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