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[X] Excellent ] Good [ Fair [ Deteriorated [J Ruins (] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
(3 Altered Unaltered [] Moved [X] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Montauk, Governor Willdiam Larrabee's Home, has not changed since

he built it in_ 18747 1t is 40' by 60' of red brick with dolomite -
lintels. The porches and the "window's walk" are of white painted

wood

The interior has the furnishings procurred during the Governor's
lifetime, including his large library and art objects brought
back from trips to Europe in 1873 and 1901.

The house is set on a 46 acre tract of land overlooking the Turkey
River Valley. One hundred thousand white pine trees planted by
the Governor are on the property. The gardens are maintained as
they were in the nineteenth century.

The well preserved outbuildings include a caretaker's house, barn,
machine shed, work shop, ice house-creamery and laundry.

Larger than life bronze statues of Civil War heroes are on the
front Tlawn.

Montauk has been kept exactly the way it was when the Governor
was alive.

13

SNOTLONYLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Pre-Columbian' ] 16th Century [] 18th Century [C] 20th Century
7] 15th Century (3 17th Century [X] 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE!(S) (If Applicable and Known) Bu-i 1 t 'in 1874
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal ) @ Education &] Political N ) ] Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric’ O Englneenng ’Y\i ‘[';\Rellglon/Phl ‘ X1 Other (Specify)
[ Historic O Indusfry / \ ‘ ‘: f49$qphy Preservation of an
[ Agriculture []hweMMn ?Z“;~tyscwm¢ historic mansion
[ Architecture O Landscape ; e 5Cu|p7ure built b_y Towa's
R Art Ardhuacturé‘ v 4‘-9 q(“ml/pﬂ,mqn 12th Governor
[ Commerce [ Lnerqﬂure N~ ias.. itarien
[0 Communications O M|||,° \“4 : l:] “Fheater
[C] Conservation [ Music \;.:. . K R rj ‘Franspertation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE \‘

William Laﬁf/Lee came to Iowa from Connect1cut as a young man in 1853.
Hé became a wea]thy banker, manufacturer and land owner.

In 1868, he was elected State Senator and served until 1886. He was
on the Ways and Means Committee of the Senate for 18 years, and most
of the time Chairman. His chief interests were legislation on
agricultural aid, education, transportation and prohibition.

Elected Governor in 1886, he served two terms.

From 1898 to 1900 he was chairman of the first Iowa State Board of
Control. In 1903 he was President of the Iowa Commission of the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis.

His crusade against the uncontrolled rate abuses by the railroads in
the 1880's and 1890's was, in great part, responsible for the forma-
tion of the Federal Interstate Commerce Commission. His book "The
Railroad Question," published in 1893 is still widely used by
scholars as a reference.

He was one of the founders of the Progressive Party and a friend of
Theodore Roosevelt.

Montauk was visited often by distinguished statesmen, business men,
educators and artists.

Two days after Larrabee's death in November, 1912, the editor of the
Des Moines REGISTER AND LEADER wrote in editorial that "it would be
the act of a grateful State to set apart as a memorial to him and as
an instructive example to posterity the home of Governor Larrabee"

Miss Anna Larrabee, one of the Governor's daughters, lived in the
home until her death in 1965 at the age of 97.

In 1968, her heirs deeded Montauk to the H1stor1ca1 Governor Larrabee |
Home, Inc (a non-profit, tax exempt corporat1on) It is now available
.to pubiic’ viewing.




GRAPHICAL REFERENCES

SOURCES:

Towa Home, Montauk,

Governor Larrabee's Grandchildren

J. Brooke Workman "Governor William Larrabee & Railroad Reform"
IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY - July, 1959
Governor Larrabee's Papers

Newspaper and Magazine articles, such as:
Des Moines Register Picture Magazine"
Iowa's Mount Vernon"

"the 11/14/65
"A Look at a Famous

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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Cedar Rapids

Historical Governor Larrabee Home, Inc. June 1972
STREET AND NUMBER: ‘
3131 Cottage Grove, SE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Pa}k Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

National State Local [
e M.m
Title o

Date :l CZIQQ 1 lj ?_Z

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

Date

2L 2/93

GPO 901.087
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Fayette

SOURCE:

Survey and U.S.G.S. NK15-3 LaCrosse,

Wisconsin; Towa, Minn. Topography Ma

EALE: Survey: 17 = 200';

U.S.G6.5. = 1" = 2,000’

pate: July 5, 1967 and J 24, 1972

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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