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Historical Governor Larrabee Home, Inc. (a non-profit corporation
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PH YSICAL APPEARANCE

Montauk, Governor WilWam Larrabee's Home, has not changed since 
he built it iri^l874v*it is 40' by 60' of red brick with dolomite 
Ijntels. The porches and the "window's walk" are of white painted 
wood.

The interior has the furnishings procurred during the Governor's 
lifetime, including his large library and art objects brought 
back from trips to Europe in 1873 and 1901.

The house is set on a 46 acre tract of land overlooking the Turkey 
River Valley. One hundred thousand white pine trees planted by 
the Governor are on the property. The gardens are maintained as 
they were in the nineteenth century.

The well preserved outbuildings include a caretaker's house, barn, 
machine shed, work shop, ice house-creamery and laundry.

Larger than life bronze statues of Civil War heroes are on the 
front lawn.

Montauk has been kept exactly the way it was when the Governor 
was alive.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wil1ia_rnJ.^£§ibee...game to Iowa from Connecticut as a young man in 1853, 
He' "became i a" wealthy banker, manufacturer and land owner.

he was elected State Senator and served until 1886. He was 
on the Ways and Means Committee of the Senate for 18 years, and most 
of the time Chairman. His chief interests were legislation on 
agricultural aid, education, transportation and prohibition.

Elected Governor in 1886, he served two terms.

From 1898 to 1900 he was chairman of the first Iowa State Board of
Control. In 1903 he was President of the Iowa Commission of the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis.

His crusade against the uncontrolled rate abuses by the railroads in 
the 1880's and 1890's was, in great part, responsible for the forma­ 
tion of the Federal Interstate Commerce Commission. His book "The 
Railroad Question," published in 1893 is still widely used by 
scholars as a reference.

He was one of the founders of the Progressive Party and a friend of 
Theodore Roosevelt.

Montauk was visited often by distinguished statesmen, business men, 
educators and artists.

Two days after Larrabee's death in November, 1912, the editor of the 
Des Moines REGISTER AND LEADER wrote in editorial that "it would be 
the act of a grateful State to set apart as a memorial to him and as 
an instructive example to posterity the home of Governor Larrabee"

Miss Anna Larrabee, one of the Governor's daughters, lived in the 
home until her death in 1965 at the age of 97.

In 1968, her heirs deeded Montauk to the Historical Governor Larrabee 
Jdojie^Jnc. (a non-profit, tax exempt corporation). It is now available 
-to publTcJ viewing.



SOURCES: Governor Larrabee's Grandchildren 
J. Brooke Workman "Governor William Larrabee & Railroad Reform" 
IOWA JOURNAL OF HISTORY - July, 1959 
Governor Larrabee's Papers 
Newspaper and Magazine articles, such as: "the 11/14/65 
Des Moines Register Picture Magazine" "A Look at a Famous 
Iowa Home, Montauk, Iowa's Mount Vernon"
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