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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

An article in the June 21, 1884 edition of The Florida 
Mirror stated that during that summer Major George R. 
Fairbanks would begin construction on his "large, elegant 
residence" in Fernandina Beach. The article further stated 
that Mr. R. V. Schuyler, the architect, had the plans nearly 
completed and Hie1 TJuntracts for construction were ready to 
be given out. A description of the house was included within 
the text. It stated, "The foundation will be of solid 
concrete some six feet in height. The building will be of 
wood, two stories, with ac L, and have wide piazzas on the 
east, south and west sides^ The house is to contain from 
fourteen to sixteen rooms, constructed with an eye solely 
to comfort".

The Fairbanks residence, completed in 1885, is exactly 
as described prior to its construction?* Although of frame, 
the house stands as an outstanding example of the Itald^mate 
style in domestic architecture. The building has a tower, 
square in plan, placed slightly off center. The building 
consists of "well-defined, rectilinear blocks, asymmetrically 
grouped; although the elevations of the individual blocks are 
symmetrical". All roofs are of low pitch, hipped and gabled 
in combination. Ea^es of considerable projection are sup 
ported on brackets.

The main facade (south elevation) is srcomplex variety 
of rounded and flat topped windows in groups of two, three 
and four. Bays occur on the south and west sides of the 
house. As was frequently employed in the later, more elab 
orate versions of this style, pediments and hoodmolds are 
used over the windows, in addition to exterior louvered 
shutters. On the south front a balustraded balcony forms a 
hoodmold for the windows below. Beautiful arched loggias 
on the south and west sides of the house in combination with 
the Palladian treatment of the rttainentrance gives the house 
a strong feeling of the Italianate.^*******

The house sits in the middle of a large, well landscaped 
yard, described in the same newspaper article as having 
been "planted to orange trees, which are all now in a flour 
ishing condition".
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

eorgp KaInsford Fairbanks was born in Waterford, New 
York on July 5, 1820. In 1842, he was admitted to the New 
York State Bar Association and in that same year he moved to 
Florida. In 1846, one year after Florida was admitted to 
the Union, Fairbanks was electedSiate-Seftatpr. Moving from 
St. Augustine to Fernandina BeacnThe assumed editorship of 
The Florida Mirror, a position which he held from 1879 to 
1885. It was during this period that he built "Fairbanks 
Folly". During the Civil War, he enlisted in the Confederate 
Army, serving as a Major in the Commissary Department of 
the Army of Tennessee.

Major Fairbanks, as he was always known, was a historian 
md scholar very much interested in the history of Florida. 
He was the author of three books, The Spaniards in Florida, 
History of the University of the South, and History of 
Florida. The latter of these was for a long time used for 
the teaching of Florida history in the public school system. 
Fairbanks was instrumental in the founding of the University 
of the South at Sewanee, Tennessee. f From 1875 to 1906, he 
served continuously as a trustee of that institution. In 1866 
he built Rebel's Rest, a log dwelling that served for a time 
as his home and still stands today on the University campus.

At the General Convention of the^dscopal Church which 
was held in Boston in 1904, Fairbanks was "specially singled 
out as the oldest representative of that body in attendance 
for over half a century". Fairbanks died in Sewanee, Tennessee 
on August 3, 1906.

The Fairbanks House, which stands as a tribute to its 
builder, is a singularly fine example of the Italianate style 
of architecture in a domestic dwelling. Dating from the 
appropriate period, it possesses all the characteristics of 
the most refined examples of this style in the country and 
certainly is one of the most important examples in the state.
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