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1. Name

o .9,

historic ; Post Office, Carrelltens—Geergia—
and/or common 01d Carrollton Post Office

2. Location

street & number 402 Newnan Street— ' N/A not for publication
city,town Carrollton N/A vicinity of  ——0ngroosionaitiotriot——
state Georgia . code 013 county Carroll code 045
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district _X_ public _X occupied ____agriculture —__ museum
X_ building(s) _— private — unoccupied — commercial - park
—_ structure _ both ___work in progress _X__ educational —_ private residence
—__ site P).lblic Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious
— object N/A jn process _X yes: restricted ____government ____scientific
— being considered —yes: unrestricted — industrial . transportation
———no — military —other:

4. Owner of Property

name Carrcll County Board of Education/Dr. Travis Edmonson, Superintendent

street & number 407 Newnan Street

city, town Carrollton N/A vicinity of state  Georgia 30117

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Superior Court

street & number  Carroll County Courthouse

city, town Carrollton state  Georgia

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title  None has this property been determined elegible? ___yes _X no

date — federal ____state ___county ____local

depository for survey records  None

city, town state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

___ excellent — deteriorated ___ unaltered —X original site
_X good —_ruins _X altered ___moved date
____fair _____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The United States Post Office, Carrollton, Georgia, built in 1914, is a Georgian
Revival style brick building located across from the Carroll County Courthouse, just
east of the downtown commercial district in Carrollton, Carroll County, Georgia.

The one-story rectangular structure has a raised basement faced with stone. Brick
pilasters with stone bases and capitals divide the red brick building into bays, seven
on the front and four on the sides. One large twelve-over-twelve pane double-hung sash
window with stone sill and lintel is located in each bay, with a small window or stone
panel above. The rear has much larger windows (which illuminate the central work area)
in the five central bays and a wooden vestibule for loading and unloading mail which
extends from the central rear bay. Imposing stone steps lead from the sidewalk to the
centrally located main entrance on the front facade. The frontispiece-type, trabeated
entrance is of stone. Double doors and a mullioned transom are surmounted by a promi-
nént consoled cornice. Above this, an eagle with dutstretched wings, sculpted in high
relief, is framed by a stone panel. A second more modest entrance with a narrower flight
of stone stairs is located in the southernmost bay of the west side. The building is
capped with a denticulated stone cornice and a shallow stepped parapet which partially
hides a hipped roof.

The post office interior has three levels: a full open basement; the main floor
with lobby and large workroom; and a mezzanine. The lobby, located along the south
front of the building, is finished with a terrazzo floor, marble baseboard, paneled
wood wainscotting, plaster pilasters, and a plaster ceiling with exposed beams and
prominent cornice. Radlators, writing desks, some lighting fixtures, and glass encased
bulletin boards are still in place.f At the lobby's west end is an open two-run stairway
to the mezzanlne, ‘and’ at the east end’ is a room which served originally as the money
order room. The lobby was or1g1nally set off from the post office work area by a row
of service windows with large transoms above. When the building was converted to use
for the Carroll County Board of Education in 1967, large display caseés were inserted
in the service window areas, completely separating the work area and the lobby. At the
same time the lobby was bisected by a low partition and the Iarge open work area behind
the lobby was divided into small office areas with walls that extend up about eight feet.
The postmaster's office in the southwest corner, a stairway along the west wall leading
to worker's facilities on the mezzanine, and the vertical flush board wainscotting on
the original walls remain in place, as does the sense of a large open workroom. The
mezzanine contains, along the west wall, bathrooms (with their original nickel plated
fixtures and marble walls), changing rooms, and an office, and along the south and west
sides a network of passages, iron ladders, and spy holes (now boarded over) known as
the Inspector's Lookout. The lookouts were reached from a ladder located in a closet
in the postmaster's office and provided views of the entire work area and the worker's
restrooms. [ '

Thé post'office is located just east of downtown Carrollton on a corner lot facing
the Carroll County Courthouse. The lot is landscaped with grass and shrubs on the street
sides. Cast metal lamp posts with claw feet sit on stone plinths located to either side
of the main entrance steps. The rear loading area and parking lot is paved with brick.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture___ religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic _____conservation —law —__science
— 1500-1599 ____ agriculture —__economics —_ literature ____sculpture
—1600-1699 _X__ architecture — education — military — social/
— 1700-1799 ____ art —___engineering — music humanitarian
—— 18001899 ____ commerce __exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater
X 1900- X communications ___industry - . politics/government ___ transportation

S —_invention . ... ...._X other (specify)

local history
Specific dates 1914 Builder/Architect J M, Geary, '"Representing the Supervising
Axchitect! (of the U.S. Treasurj

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Depar tment

James Devault, Canton, Ohio/Contractor

The United States Post Office at Carrollten is historically significant in the areas
of architecture, communications, and local history. Architecturally the post office is
an excellent example of the Georgian Revival style public buildings popular nationally
in the early years of the twentieth century. It is the only example of such a building
in Carrollton. -'In terms of.communications, the building is significant as an example
of the modern postal facilities designed for efficiency of mail handling and for comfort
and convenience of the postal workers that were provided to many towns across the country
in the early years of the twentieth century. In terms of local history, the post office
is significant for its connection with William Charles Adamson (1854-1929), a prominent
Carrollton attorney who served as a U.S. Congressman for twenty years and was responsible
for Carrollton obtaining this large and up-to-date post office.

Architecturally, this Georgian Revival style post office is a fine example of the
early twentieth century federal buildings built throughout the country. The Georgian
Revival style of this building is identified by its rectangular mass, red brick facing,
symmetrical facade, tabernacle style entrance, multi-paned sash windows, restrained ex-
terior detailing, classically inspired cornices, and imposing lobby. This style was one
of several classical styles popular during this period with the Office of the Supervising
Architect of the Treasury, which was respomsible for the design and construction of most
federal bulldlngs. The post office was des1gned under the influence of Superv151ng Archi-
tect, John Knox Taylor,and J.M. Geary was "representing the supervising architect" on
the project. It is interesting to note that the building was not well received by the
pecple of Carrollton who, according to a local editorial, had expected "more beauty
of finish and style", for the approximately $60,000 spent on the building. Subsequently,
it has become a civic landmark.

In terms of commerce, the post office at Carrollton reflects the "modern" approach
to mail delivery which the Post Office Department developed in the early years of the
twentieth century. Consolidation of services in large up-to-date city facilities that
provided delivery to outlying natural areas gradually became post office practice, and
many of the tiny post offices that dotted the rural landscape were closed. In Carroll
County, city mail delivery began in 1911. Some rural delivery was already underway at
this point, and by the time the new post office was completed in 1914 the number of rural
post offices in the country had been reduced from thirty to ten. Beginning in 1915 carriers
began using automobiles in increasing number for mail delivery.  The Carrollton Post Office
exemplifies all the modern design features intended for eff1C1ency of mail handllng and
worker comfort. Service windows were organized to speed transactions and a rear vestibule
was designed to handle all incoming and out-going mail. The clerks and carriers were pro-
vided with comfortable changing areas and restrooms which contained steel lockers and
showers.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __less than one acre.

Quadrangle name _Carrollton, Georgia Quadrangle scale 1:24000
UMT References )
. B ;

A|l|6| |6|7|8|8|8|O| |3|7|l|7|0|5-{0¥|~"‘= ce |I| L[rLll IIII l|| ] I

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting NOrthing ‘

N R N 2 I T S T T

E[LIII L Il e Fyll]llllllJ[ |

i I l | H | | Loy »:l | doo Ly |

Verbal boundary description and justification The nomlnated property, Out].l];'led Wlth a heavy

:

black line on the enclosed tax map, .is all the acreage presently assoc1ated ‘with the

LI 1

property. Dy el S

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state  N/A code . county

code

state code county

code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Carolyn Brooks, National Register Reseaﬁ:cher

" Historic Preservation Section

organization Georgia Department of Natural Resources date February 14, j1983§ .

street & number 270 Wash:l.ngton Street, .S W. . telephone

city or town Atlanta

state Gec rgla

(404) 656-2840
T

12. State Hlstorlc Preservatlon Offlcer éertlflcatlon

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: . !
\

natlonal ____state X local i

As the designated State Historic Preservation Ofticer for the National Historic Presérvatlon Act of‘19661 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Reglster and cert fy that it has been evaluated ‘
according to the critena and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservatlon and

Recreation Service,

State Historic Preservatlon Offlcer signature W p Q%lw |

date h Q.s’ ¥3

Ellzabe@ A, Lyon
title State H:Lstorlc Preservation Officer

GPQ 938 835
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Carrollton, designated county seat of Carroll County in 1829 and incorporated in
1856, remained a frontier town until well after the Civil War. The arrival of its first
railroads in 1874 and 1888 precipitated a building boom, and the town developed rapidly
at the center of a fertile agricultural region,Carrollton, with a population of only
2,000 in 1914 - less than the requisite annual post office business - was an example of
the many towns around the country that received, during this period, through the political
influence of powerful congressmen, federal buildings far in excess of their actual need.

In terms of local history, the post office is historically significant for its
association with William Charles Adamson (1854-1929), a native of Carroll County who
served as U.S. Congressman from the Fourth District for twenty years. Adamson, a lawyer,
was Judge of the City Court of Carrollton from 1885 to 1889 and City Attorney for a num-
ber of years. While serving in the U.S. Congress (1897-1917), he was for some time
Chairman of the Committee on Labor and was instrumental in obtaining passage of the
Adamson Eight Hour Law (limiting the work day to eight hours) and in organizing the
Department of Labor. It was through Adamson's political influence that Carrollton and
a number of nearby towns also in his district obtained their post offices. Adamson also
directed his efforts toward developing rural Carroll County with roads and a railroad.

The above areas of significance support property eligibility under National Register
Criteria A, B, and C. Construction of this post office in 1914 is an event which contri-
buted to Carrollton's development as an up-to-date community with modern communication
facilities and supports property eligibility under National Register Criteria A. The
post office's association with William Charles Adamson, an important local and national
figure, supports property eligibility in terms of Criteria B. The architectural qualities
of the building, which stands as a fine example of an early twentieth century Georgian
Revival style federal building, supports its eligibility under National Register Criteria
C.
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UNITED STATES POST OFFICE, CARROLLTON, GEORGIA
Carrollton, Carroll County, Georgia
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UNITED STATES POST OFFICE, CARROLLTON, GEORGIA
Carrollton, Carroll County, Georgia
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