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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The three-story "cream-city" brick structure fronts on North 8th Street and
New York Avenue at the very center of downtown, in the middle of the urban
renewal project. Except for the remodeling of a small portion of the facade
first story, the exterior remains intact; its ornate brickwork, with varied
patterns, courses, and colors give it a special interest and character
unique among Sheboygan's 19th Century commercial buildings. At the west

end of the building (the rear) is a quaint arched brick entranceway used
originally as a service entrance for horsedrawn vehicles.

The condition of the exterior is generally good and the building is struc-
turally sound. The first floor interiors have been remodeled over the years
to suit different tenants and uses. Only a few elements of original detail
exist here. The drug store part of the first floor had its floor dropped
to street level several years ago. The remaining portions of the first
level are storage for the drug store, and through August 1972, a doctor's
office. The upper floors and stairway, though altered little, have
deteriorated to a significant degree in spots; primarily because of water
damage from a leaking roof and poor upkeep. Ceilings are 12 feet high
throughout. The doors, windows and trim are all of wood with painted
finish. The stairway to the second floor has a unique split landing
arrangement. On the second floor are several interconnected office
cubicles. The third floor is made up of a large assembly room with two
smaller rooms at the west end.

At present, a tenant for just the first floor (an imported gift shop)

has remodeled that floor, and the Redevelopment Authority was able to spend
about $3,000 (temporary property management) to make necessary code repairs
to the building in order to secure an occupancy permit.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The southwest corner of Eighth Street and New York Avenue in downtown She-
boygan has long been associated with the retail drug business. 1In 1859
Dr. Julius Breitzmann opened a pharmacy here in a small frame structure.
In 1886 Breitzmann died, and his firm was acquired by Max R. Zaegel and
Dr. Carl Muth, The building was then moved to a site adjoining the Bank
of Sheboygan, and the present three-story brick structure was erected.
Zaegel carried on his business until 1920 when he sold it to I. C. Thomas,
who, in turn continued his drug store until 1971. The original tenant of
the upper floors was the Sheboygan Business College.

The design of the building is credited to the A, L. Weeks, Sr. office of
Sheboygan, believed to be the first professional architectural firm in the
City. The firm designed many commercial, institutional, industrial, and
residential structures in the City, several of which are still standing

and in use today. Included are two schools (one now City offices and one a
day care center), at least two commercial buildings, a number of old factory
buildings, and a number of private homes (among them the former T. M. Black-
stock Homestead and the Friendship House, both Italian Villa style homes).

Arvin Weeks was born in the town of Chapaquiddick; on Martha's Vineyard,
Massachusetts in 1810, He came to Sheboygan in 1848, than an experienced
architect and builder. His first ten years in the City were spent
actively engaged in the practice of architecture. From 1858 to 1878

Mr. Weeks operated a number of sawmills and lumberyards in Sheboygan and
Manitowoc Counties. After that time he returned to his former profession
until his death at 78 years of age.

William C. Weeks, one of eleven children in the family of A, L. Weeks, was

born in 1856. He studied architecture and building under the direction

of his father, and later succeeded him in the business. The firm continues
today as W. C. Weeks, Inc. headed by W. F. Weeks, Jr., son of W. F. Weeks,

Sr., a nephew of W, C. Weeks.

Though no distinct architectural style is evident in the building's design,
it is particularly noteworthy for excellence in craftsmanship and detail.
Especially unique are the narrow brick joints and fine inlays of decora-
tive terra-cotta over the entire facade.
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THOMAS (I.C.) DRUG STORE

The Zaegel Building is the eastern anchor for an entire one-block
stretch of late 19th and early 20th century structures on New York
Avenue. At the west end is Firehouse No. 1 built in 1906 of the
same brick and similar terra-cotta inlayed accent. In between are
five 1870-1890 commercial buildings. All together they comprise
an elegant downtown historic scene that exists nowhere else in

the City.

Donald N. Anderson, Assistant Director, Historic Sites & Markers
Division |

State Historical Society of Wisconsin 27 November 1973
816 State Street
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