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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The State Capitol of Kansas is a combination of French Renais­ 
sance and Corinthian style architecture. The limestone building 
is cruciform in shape with a high dome and rotunda to tie together 
the four wings. Dimensions of the building north to south are 399 
feet, east to west 386 feet, and to the extreme top of the dome 
30lj. feet. The area covered by the capitol is 57,606 square feet.

The main entry of the building on the south is approached by 
a long series of stone steps and the entablature above the entrance 
is supported by eight Corinthian stone columns. Entries of the 
other wings are similar.

The windows in all four stories of the central part of the 
building (i. e., the north and south wings) are rectangular in 
shape. The east and west wings have three different types of win­ 
dows: flat arched windows on the first floor, full arched windows 
on the second, and rectangular main windows with small circular 
windows above on the east wing third floor. The third floor win­ 
dows of the west wing are similar to those of the second floor. 
The three floors of the rotunda above the roof line have arched, 
rectangular, and square windows, and there are circular windows 
in the copper dome. All windows except the circular dome windows 
have cut limestone sills and lintels.

The roofs are a combination of hip and gable. The cornice is 
cut stone and intricately detailed. Pilasters bearing Corinthian 
capitals ornament the sides of the building.

Wany different types of marble were used for the interior. 
The wainscoting in the center of the building on the first floor 
is of Tennessee marble; in the west corridor it is of Manual tile; 
and in the east corridor it is of Georgian marble. The large 
upper panels in the wainscoting on the second floor are Siena and 
Lambertin marble from Italy. The base and capstones are Numidian 
marble from Africa. The mopboard is of rouge Royal marble from 
France. Tennessee marble is used in all wings of the second floor. 
The third floor rotunda features Georgian marble.

The governor's offices on the second floor are finished in 
white mahogany from iiexico. The ornate Senate chamber and the 
House of Representatives are located on the third floor. The 
Senate chamber was decorated in 1885 at a cost of $300,000 and is 
regarded as one of the finest and most ornate legislative chambers 
in the country.

The murals on the first and second floors are outstanding 
examples of Kansas art depicting the state's development. The 
murals in the first floor rotunda were designed and executed by 

U5avid Overmyer, a Tcpeka native. The eight mur?ls are entitled 
"The Coming" of the Spaniards," "The Chisholm Trail," "The Coming 
of the Railroad," "The Santa Fe Trail," "Lewis md Clark in Kansas," 
"Building a Sod House," "The Battle of Fine Creek," and "The 
Battle of the Arickaree." ' ^

The second floor murals were painted by John Steuart Curry, 
a native of Dunavant, Jefferson county, Kansas. A two-panel mural 
in the east corridor entitled "Tragic Prelude" featured a gigantic
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figure of John Brown. In the west corridor, "Kansas Pastoral" por­ 
trayed the Kansas of modern times. Curry's work was not finished. 
Plans for eight murals in the main rotunda of the second floor were 
blocked by a controversy over removing marble wainscoting to pro­ 
vide space for the pictures.

Parts of the capitol have never been finished. It was planned 
to have the dome terminate with a statue of Ceres, the Roman goddess 
of agriculture. So many Kansans objected that the model submitted 
was not worthy enough to adorn the capitol that the legislature re­ 
fused to appropriate the necessary funds. Also, on the north and 
south porches, there are large triangular spaces in the gables of 
rough stone. It was intended to have high relief sculptures adorning 
the gables, but these sculptures have never been authorized.

The outward appearance of the capitol today differs little 
from that of"1903. Some alterations have been made to the interior, 
particularly to office areas, to adapt tfoese areas to modern 
business procedures*

9.

Mechem, Kirke, "Skeletons in the State House Closet," The Kansas
Teacher, v. £9, no. 3 (November, 1950), pp. 38-hO. 

"Message from the Governor, January 13, 1903," Senate Jourrtpl, 1903
(Tcpeka, State Printer, 1903), p. 21. 

Seventh Biennial Regular Report and Rec oimr end at ions of the Kans as
^gislative Council Submitted to the" TsW legislature iTopeka,
State Printer, 19U6), PP. 160-173.



uo

LU 

LJ 

co

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

CD Pre-Columbian | [~j 16th Century 

D 15th Century D 17th Century

Q 18th Century 

gC] 19th Century

20tri Century

SPEC! Ft C DATEtS> (If Applicable and Known) 1866
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Afore as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

[ | Prehistoric

Qj Historic 

[ | Agriculture 

[jj| Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

| | Communications 

| | Conservation

O Education 

[ | Engineering 

[ | Industry 

n Invention 

j | Landscape

Architecture 

| | Literature 

Q Military 

n Music

[3 Political

Q Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

|| Science

[ | Sculpture

[ | Social/Human­ 

itarian

( | Theater

| | Transportation

I| Urban Planning 

n Other (-Specify;

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The State Capitol of Kansas was constructed on a twenty-acre 
tract donated to the state for that purpose by the Topeka Associ­ 
ation in 1862. J£J*e* legislature authorized construction of the 
capitol in 1866, and work soon began on the east wing. The cor­ 
nerstone was laid on October 17, 1866, and the east wing was 
partially ready for occupancy by state officials in late 1869. 
The legislature met there in 1870 although the building was not 
entirely completed until 1873 f Construction of the west wing be­ 
gan in I879,t^and it was first used by the legislature in l88l.^-*"~~ 
In that session authorization was given for the completion of the 
main part of the capitol, which included the north and south 
wings and the rotunda which tied the four wings together. Con­ 
struction preceded by stages as money was available. By June, 
1903jH$ie building was basically finished. Total cost was 
137200,£88.92. ' ' ^^

The capitol was based on designs by E. T^wnsend Mix. The 
first state architect selected by the statehouse building com­ 
mission was John^-G1 . Haskell of Lawrence, one of Kansas 1 foremost 
architects. JTr-otal of eight state architects served during the 
years of construction.

The building has been a source of pride to Kansans since its 
completion. Adding to its significance as the state capitol are 
such features as the intricate and elaborate ornamentation, 
especially of the legislative chambers, and the murals painted 
by John Steuart Curr^ and DavJ^ Overmyer.
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Blackmar, Frank W., editor, Kansas, a Cyclopedia of State History (Chicago,
Standard Publishing Co., 1912), v. 1, pp. 283-2877"' 

Crawford, Samuel J., Annual Message of the Governor of Kansas, 1867
(Leavenworth, Bulletin Book and Jc 

Curry, John Steuart, "The State House ! 
Giles, F. W., Thirty Years in Topeka ( r

pp. 256-265. 
History of the State of Kansas (Chic age
"The Kansas Capitol Building" (Topeka, 
Kansas Facts (Topeka, State Printer, 1<

Db Printing Office, 1867), pp. 12-llu 
'lurals" (n. p., n. d.), k page brochure, 
Fopeka, Geo. W. Crane and Co., 1886),

3, A. T. Mdreas, 1883), p. £1*6. 
State Printer, n. d.), 16 page psmphl^ 

528), pp. 15-17.
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