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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108

eTown  Springfield
"Address 15 - 21 Lyman Street

LAHistoric Nane Henking Hotel andCafe/”r*-*

| Ownership: Springfield Central
Original Oaner: Henry Henking

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)

staple to left side of form Use: Present Hotel and restaurant
Photo number Original Sane
DESCR PTI O\

Date 1899, 1909

Source Springfield Republican, Union

SKETCH MP
Show property's location i nrelation Style GCeorgian Revival
to nearest cross streets and/or
geographical features. Indicate Architect WIIliam Becker
all buildings between inventoried
property andnearest intersection. Exterior wall fabric brick

Indicate north.
Qut bui I di ngs ~ none

Major alterations (with dates)

Moderne storefronts - 1946;

Per mast one storefront - 1960's
Moved Dat e
no

Approx. acreage |less than one acre

Recorded by Ed Lonergan ed- by Margo Vébber Setting Set directly onstreet toform

Organi zation Springfield Historical Conmm ssion oneendof Lyman Street's rhythmc

Date February, 1979; August, 1982 comrercial streetscape of simlarly
UM Ref erence: 18/ 698920/ 4664000
Springfield South Quadrangle sized blocks.

Assessor's Map #315
(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within community.) .

The Henking Hotel and Cafe neets CriteriaA B, and C |t i sassociated with thecity's
role as a growing comrercial center i nthelate 19th and early 20th centuries as a
fashionable hotel close totherailroad station and conmercial center. |t was establish-
ed by one of theleading famlies anong Springfield's German community. |t i sa fine
exanpl e of t he Georgian Revival style and one of only a fewcomrercial blocks i n the

downt own designed i nthis style. The hotel facade features a handsome display of * A
CGeorgi an Revival design. Five bays wide and four stories high, thebays are separated

by narrow brick piers and a brick corbel above thethird story. The center bay has a

H STCRICAL SIGNFICAACE (Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state(continuation page)
history and how t hebuilding relates tothedevel opment of the community.)
The hotel was established i nl*%® by Gustave and Elizabeth Gruendler, two of the earliest

German inmmgrants i nSpringfield. [Its location directly opposite theentrance to the
new Union Station on Lyrman Street indicated its inportance as a small hotel geared to the
travelling man, with "good accommodati ons for gentlenen only." The Gruendlers arrived

in Springfield i n1850 and began their hotel business by running theUS Hotel which
stood at Main and Cross Streets. They rana hotel at various downtown |ocations from
1857 t 01899, t hepresent structure being their last and | argest operation.

Henry Henking was enpl oyed by Gruendler at t hehotel and upon theowner's death i n 1899,
acquired t hehotel, remodelled thefacade and changed its nane t oHotel Henking. Local
architect, Wlliam Becker, designed the CGeorgian Revival facade. Henking died i n 1906,
| eaving thehotel tohis son, Qus, who expanded its facilities with the 1909 addition.
The addition contained a 30,000 square foot, 200-seat banquet hall and restaurant and
was integrated with theother facilities of thehotel. The Henkings retained ownership
until 1918. The property has remained i ncontinuous use as a hotel and cafe. The
building's inportance as a hotel represents an essential aspect of thecity's image as
a comercial crossroads. The trenmendous surge of business activity at theturn of the
century pronpted a need for fashionable new hotels close totherailroad station and
downtown of fice blocks. The Henking was one of several hotels built during this period
and i stheonly expanple of a small businessnen's hotel which remains today. OCthers
such as t heCharles and Ki mball were of a rmuch larger scale and represented a |l ater
period of expansion and commercial prosperity for thedowntown, whereas the earlier
(1893) Hotel Worthy was |ikewise grander i nboth design and image. The Henking
illustrates that despite thepretentiouns of grandeur which some hotels took, there
remai ned a viable market for small, famly-run establishments t oserve theever-grow ng
travelling sal esman popul ation.

Bl BLI OG3RAPHY and/or REFEFREINCES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)

Springfield Daily Republican, Decenber 31; 1904, p.4 - Ihid, March 28, 1906; p.4
Springfield Union; July 22, 1908; p.8

Springfield Daily News; "Looking Backward 50 years ago", June 19, 1959
Springfield Directories: k889, 1890, 1919, 1947, 1948.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cormuni ty: For mNb:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSON Springfield 18
Office of the Secretary, Bodon

Property Nane

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued bdow.
ARCH TECTURAL S| GN FI CANCE (cont i nued)

projecting wi ndow at the second |evel with spiral columettes anda scrolled pediment.
Its leaded glass transons read "The Henking" in their design. Above i tis a three-unit
wi ndow under a common |intel with anthem on decoration and an ornate cartouche at the
upper story level. Thebuilding is crowed by a wooden modillioned cornice which rests
above a frieze of elaborate festoons. Only the first floor storefronts have been altered.
The cafe is a two-story addition t othe east of the ori®ih”l 1,788 facade. The upper
story is five bays wide with the brick set inbands togive arusticated effect. The
cornice features an elaborate frieze of festoons and a dentilled molding above, visually
relating the addition t othe hotel by itssimlar cornice treatment.

The structure is avery early exanple of Georgian Revival design for commercial struc-

tures and one of the best such exanples inthe city. Wthin the downtown survey area,
it i &clearly the earliest and one of the nost elaborate conmmercial blocks of it stype.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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