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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108 

AREA FORM NO. ! 

3,000 
j 

18 i 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to l e f t side of form 

Photo number 

• 

•Town Springfield 

'Address 15 - 21 'Lyman Street 

L ^ H i s t o r i c Name Henking Hotel and Cafe/^r*-* 
I Ownership: Springfield Central 

Original Owner: Henry Henking 

Use: Present Hotel and restaurant 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's locat i o n i n r e l a t i o n 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest i n t e r s e c t i o n . 
Indicate north. 

Original Same 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1899, 1909 

Source Springfield Republican, Union 

Style Georgian Revival 

Architect William Becker 

Exterior wall f a b r i c brick 

Outbuildings ~ none 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (with dates)  

Moderne storefronts - 1946; 

Permastone storefront - 1960's 

Moved 
no 

Date 

Approx. acreage less than one acre  

Setting Set d i r e c t l y on street to form Recorded by Ed Lonergan ed- by Margo Webber 

Organization Springfield H i s t o r i c a l Commission one end of Lyman Street's rhythmic 

Date February, 1979; August, 1982 commercial streetscape of s i m i l a r l y 
UTM Reference: 18/698920/4664000 
Springfield South Quadrangle sized blocks. 
Assessor's Map #315 

(Staple addit i o n a l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n community.) . ^ 

The Henking Hotel and Cafe meets C r i t e r i a A, B, and C. I t i s associated with the ci t y ' s 
role as a growing commercial center i n the l a t e 19th and early 20th centuries as a 
fashionable hotel close to the ra i l r o a d station and commercial center. I t was establish­
ed by one of the leading families among Springfield's German community. I t i s a fine 
example of the Georgian Revival style and one of only a few commercial blocks i n the 
downtown designed i n t h i s s t y l e . The hotel facade features a handsome display of * ̂  ' 
Georgian Revival design. Five bays wide and four stories high, the bays are separated 
by narrow brick piers and a brick corbel above the t h i r d story. The center bay has a 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICAi^CE (Explain the role owners played i n l o c a l or state(continuation page) 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The hotel was established i n l̂ 'Sb by Gustave and Elizabeth Gruendler, two of the earliest 
German immigrants i n Springfield. I t s location d i r e c t l y opposite the entrance to the 
new Union Station on Lyman Street indicated i t s importance as a small hotel geared to the 
tr a v e l l i n g man, with "good accommodations for gentlemen only." The Gruendlers arrived 
i n Springfield i n 1850 and began t h e i r hotel business by running the U.S. Hotel which 
stood at Main and Cross Streets. They ran a hotel at various downtown locations from 
1857 to 1899, the present structure being t h e i r l a s t and largest operation. 

Henry Henking was employed by Gruendler at the hotel and upon the owner's death i n 1899, 
acquired the hot e l , remodelled the facade and changed i t s name to Hotel Henking. Local 
architect, William Becker, designed the Georgian Revival facade. Henking died i n 1906, 
leaving the hotel to his son, Gus, who expanded i t s f a c i l i t i e s with the 1909 addition. 
The addition contained a 30,000 square foot, 200-seat banquet h a l l and restaurant and 
was integrated with the other f a c i l i t i e s of the hotel. The Henkings retained ownership 
u n t i l 1918. The property has remained i n continuous use as a hotel and cafe. The 
building's importance as a hotel represents an essential aspect of the c i t y ' s image as 
a commercial crossroads. The tremendous surge of business a c t i v i t y at the turn of the 
century prompted a need for fashionable new hotels close to the ra i l r o a d station and 
downtown o f f i c e blocks. The Henking was one of several hotels b u i l t during t h i s period 
and i s the only expample of a small businessmen's hotel which remains today. Others 
such as the Charles and Kimball were of a much larger scale and represented a l a t e r 
period of expansion and commercial prosperity for the downtown, whereas the e a r l i e r 
(1893) Hotel Worthy was likewise grander i n both design and image. The Henking 
i l l u s t r a t e s that despite the pretentiouns of grandeur which some hotels took, there 
remained a viable market for small, family-run establishments to serve the ever-growing 
t r a v e l l i n g salesman population. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of pu b l i c a t i o n , author, date, and publisher) 

Springfield Daily Republican, December 31; 1904, p.4 - I b i d , March 28, 1906; p.4 
Springfield Union; July 22, 1908; p.8 
Springfield Daily News; "Looking Backward 50 years ago", June 19, 1959 
Springfield Directories: k889, 1890, 1919, 1947, 1948. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comnunity: 

Springfield 

Form No: 

18 

Property Name: 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

projecting window at the second l e v e l with s p i r a l columnettes and a scrolled pediment. 
I t s leaded glass transoms read "The Henking" i n t h e i r design. Above i t i s a three-unit 
window under a common l i n t e l with anthemion decoration and an ornate cartouche at the 
upper story l e v e l . The building i s crowned by a wooden modillioned cornice which rests 
above a fr i e z e of elaborate festoons. Only the f i r s t f l o o r storefronts have been altered. 
The cafe i s a two-story addition to the east of the o r i ^ i h ^ l 1,̂ 88 facade. The upper 
story i s f i v e bays wide with the b r i c k set i n bands to give a rusticated e f f e c t . The 
cornice features an elaborate f r i e z e of festoons and a d e n t i l l e d molding above, vi s u a l l y 
r e l a t i n g the addition to the hotel by i t s similar cornice treatment. 

The structure i s a very early example of Georgian Revival design for commercial struc­
tures and one of the best such examples i n the c i t y . Within the downtown survey area, 
i t i& cl e a r l y the e a r l i e s t and one of the most elaborate commercial blocks of i t s type. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



•JATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S CVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

lnH*e StatM 

Henking Hotel and Cafe (Downtown Springfield MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working No. 7 7 ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ 
F«d. R«fl. Pat#: 
Data Du»'rAf7^-^ - y-'-yf-r/if^ 

Action: ACCEPT y. 
raaubmlaaion -.--^gTiiRM /yy-VS 
nomination by paraon or local govarnmant R E J E C T 
ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy: 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: aampla raquest ^ appeal NR decision 

Raviawar'a commanta: 

Racom. /Cri ter ia 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Data 

a*a continuation sheet 

'Nomination returned (or: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Piescript ion 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

ml r»w« Ctnmki 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
-applicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relat ionship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
jus t i f i ca t ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

UVTI 

/ / T ^ ^ ^.-wu A/30 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Oniear a t y w t w t 

13. Othar 

Maps 
." Photographs 
. Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Da Phone: 202 272 - 3504 

Comments for any i tem may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a 
(7-S1) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service For NPS UM only 

National Register of Historic P l a c e s •^"^ 
I nven to ry—Nomina t ion Form dateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ly^i 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

y 

Name Downtovm Springfield Multiple Resource Area 

State 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

A 11' Downtown Springfield Keeper 4yic6^/lAy^ /nuy J 
' Railroad District 7 Railroad D i s t r i c t 

Attest 
Entered th tSe y ' Entered In tfie . , / / 

f2. Chapin National Bank Building National Rerlst'>->Ĥ ®®P̂ ^ ZZ>v-o^-''>-'--'-A^^\y^ -y^//?^ 

Attest 
Enterea I n tKe 

1^. Henking Hotel and Cafe National Beglster {Keeper /yfuA^'-^-'^'- ' /^^^^^ V ^ y / ^ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ Attest _ 

1^ Massachusetts f f i ^ l / f l W N E R OBJECTION T ^ t ' ^ j Z A l L A A 
Insurance Company SubstantlTTsi htuiu.ri. 

Attest 

A 15. Old Post Office SubataatlTffi HsiiaB. Keeper i_ 

Attest 

15^ Olmsted-Hixon-Albion Block S n f e r e f ^ ^feeper .A£y^^^-.^^y^''^^^ V't-Ai) 
^ National Eeglater ' ^ " ^ ^ — ' — ^ 

Attest 

1^. Hampden Savings Bank StlSl^LgStep ^ ^ ^ ^ ,o(hA^-^..Ajo^ Ifatlooal fieglster 

Enf er^H t n ^ e 
Attest 

1^. Fuller Block National Eeglater /l^per ^^A^^<^ax-..^^^^^c^ AW/^^ 

I Enfer"^"ErfSr Attest 

\i9. Stearns Building National Beglster rKeepev 

Attest 

i / v ^ 2 0 . Morgan Block ^jj^^baiaaJW-A"*^^ Keeper jtUyt^yL^ ^ 1 ckyjk^'T' 

Attest 



A T \ O H A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S fVALtlATION / RETURN SHE 

tiim4 StutM 
I tional Pmtk ttrriet 

^&-y^/A/^^ ~/Ar^r7 A^/^F-^--

AAi;^y>J^-^ Co 

y?f^ 

rasubmission 
____ nomination by parson or iocai govarnmant 

ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sampla raquest 

Working No. 
Fad. Reg. 0aU:'_^^.Zi:2__.  
Data Du*' Wyyy-J 

Act ion: - j ^ ^ C E P T - V ^ ^ A ^ 
in tiie RETURN 

S u c » l — R E J E C T , 
Fadaral Agancy: 

appeal NR decision 

Roviawar's commanta: 

Racom. /Cr i ter ia 
Raviawar 
Diacipllna 
Data 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for; . technical corrections cited below 
.substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n In E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
comple teness 
Clar i ty 
-appl icable c r i t e r i a 
j us t i f i ca t i on of areas 

checked 
ralat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
context 
re lat ionship of i r i tegr i ty 

to s igni f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
othar 

9 . Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . G e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 
a——««•••Iff II 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

I 0* M* mrtw 1̂ wmm> mm i 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 35 * 
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