


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) 
The W i l l i a m McKinstry House i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n with 
the settlement period of Southbridge's h i s t o r y , the subsefluent 
p e r s i s t a n c e of i t s a g r i c u l t u r a l economy, and i t s r e g i o n a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t end chimney v a r i a t i o n of the Cape Cod house form. I t 
meets National R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and C at the l o c a l l e v e l and 
r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, 
design, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The boundaries marked on the 
attached a s s e s s o r s map are drawn to i n c l u d e the s u r v i v i n g c o n t r i b u t i n g 
r e s o u r c e s on the west s i d e of P l e a s a n t S t r e e t . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the coranunity. 

This i s one of the few remaining pre-1816 farmhouses i n Southbridge which has not been 
turned into.an e l l or extension of a l a t e r , larger farmhouse. Despite mid to late-19th century 
alterations, much of the "one-and-a-half story f i v e bay facade" appearance of the.house has 
been retained. The use of double chimneys seems to confirm a late—18th century date of 
construction. The double chimney form was rarely used i n central Massachusetts before the mid-
18th centttry. The house s t i l l retains some 12/12 sash, transoms over the fr o n t and side 
entrances and a six paneled front door. Despite the fact that more modern houses have been 
b u i l t nearby, the house s t i l l has a r u r a l f eeling. Surrounded by an ample lawn, i t has a 
barn at the rear and open f i e l d s across the street. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners-piayed In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

One of the few houses remaining from the pre-1816 period of settlement, t h i s house i s a rare 
reminder of the p r e - i n d u s t r i a l a g r i c u l t u r a l era of the hi s t o r y of Southbridge. I t i s the second 
house b u i l t by one of the area's e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s , William McKinstry, who arrived i n South-
bridge (then part of Sturbridge) about 1748. McKinstry came to th i s country on a B r i t i s h 
man-of-war. Having been badly treated on the voyage, he and a companion deserted'at Boston. 
After making t h e i r way across - ^ S h ^ , t r a v e l l i n g by night to escape arrest, they arrived i n 
th i s area. For the f i r s t few years he was employed by Gershom Plimpton, an e a r l i e r s e t t l e r 
of Globe Village. McKinstry b u i l t his f i r s t house i n the v i c i n i t y , near a pond. William's son, 
William (see form #D-42), was born i n the present house i n 1791. The house i s s t i l l occupied 
today by McKinstry descendants. Descendants of the o r i g i n a l William McKinstry s e t t l e d much 
of t h i s section of Southbridge during the 19th_century. A l t h o u g h t h e Provostus 
McKinstry House (form #A-147) (ca. 1840) s t i l l stands at 389-391 Pleasant Street. 
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