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The Calder houses in Cedar Rapids were built in 1868,
2 They are set along a main residential

street of the city, surrounded mostly be clapboard dwellings dating from the turn 
of the century. ^

The houses share many features. Each is 24 f x 36 1 , two stories, with gable roofs 
and narrow, plain cornices. The light red brick was manufactured on the site, and 
laid in stretcher bond; that of 1216 was once painted white. The basic plan was 
a small rectangle, to which was attached a one-story, gable-roofed brick kitchen 
wing (about 12 f x II 1 ) at the right rear. Later (date unknown) the porch to the 
left of the wing was enclosed, forming a frame,shed-roofed kitchen (the earlier 
kitchen became the diningroom).

Windows, with original shutters, and entrances are segmentally arched, their place­ 
ment in each house similar,", except for the pairing, under one arch, of the 
second floor front windows in 1216. Entrance treatment differs: 1214 has a small 
wood porch with a flat arch, 1216 a vestibule of brick.

The interior layout is simple: Walnut staircase and main hall are to the right, 
opposite the entrance. The front room is living area, with kitchen and diningroom 
at the rear. Bedrooms and bath are upstairs. Rooms are plastered and papered, 
floors in 1214 are pine.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This pair of unpretentious brick houses is among the few remaining examples 
of mid-19th century housing stock in Cedar Rapids. Their vernacular design 
is strictly functional, in contrast to the variety of architectural influences 
which characterize much of the later house-building in the city.

Charles E. Calder (1840-1890) was born in central New York state, and came 
with his family to Cedar Rapids in 1851. The bulk of his fortune appears to 
have accrued through land speculation, for at his death he was termed "among 
the heaviest property holders" of the city.
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