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5, WEST VIRGINIA, OHIO COUNTY

The Charles W. Russell house is an example of a Gre
with 1ts asymastrical frort facade and third floor
Constructed in 1848, the house was used hoth for
asttorney’'s aoffice. The residence ratalns many of
and details.

Constructed in 1848, the Charles W. Russell House has a Gresk Hevival
design, with the red brick facade being two-and-a-half-stories, with four
front bays. The front door is slightly o ;i & g i

entrance with sidelights and fanlight tcas
cernter glass pang with lower panel and was =
nineteenth century. The door moulding has i

the doov from the gide}ightw There are vertical boards on the sides of
the entry intericr. The classical moulding arcund the entrance has fluted
nilasters, with the entablature having ﬁantil% and a projscting
There is a second glass tfangom inaside the moulding with "75" 1n gold
attering and black trim. The entry flocr has sguare ved tiles with thres
concrete steps leading down to the sidewall.

[y

The windows on the house ave all 171 double-hung with ills and
lintels with end blecks. There are three on the firs four on
the second floovr. The lower level has thres openings which ars at an
angie with the sidewalk and elevation of the streav. Covered with a light
metal grilie and screen the openings are inserted in a later concrate
water table and covered foundation. There 1is corbelled brickwork under
the third floor windows which are low two-light frieze-band cpenings. The

cornice projects oul at the rocfline.

The house steps down to the rear on the west facade, with
sandstone foundation bheing painted on the sides beLuw the
There 15 no third filcovr above the rear vooms. ELach floor
tion has three ocpenings with the center ome being an

sleva 5

panel ¢ross door on the first floor. The stalrway landing
=lightly lower than the other second floor openings. The
ong ope ooy window with a decors

T

ning under the right first f1
e

dlar tie rvrod is visgible to the lefft of

{

The resr or north Tacade of the building has o slight =
the house. There is a change in the brick colov or t
northwest corner of ell and above cellar
P
1

1 in the center of

in floor plan and rear wal i
orr the first flogr with no covrney bleocks, and no lint
floor windows. A deoorway has bheesn filled-in with bri
northwest corner. One center window on the firet fin
lintel and sill. Lower level window filled with bric
lintel. Several steps lead down te the four panel ce



(NPS Form 1C~900)

United States Department of the Interior
Maticnal Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section Number 7 Plage 3
CHARLES W, RUSSELL HOUSE, WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA, OHIO COUNTY

The east facade has =six bhayvs on the first floor with the
im slightly, including a four pansl dooy with a small covered
One of the other five window cpenings has been added is
he1“tb he second floor has four original bavs with lintels and
£ £

the house has the third floor with
4. 3

T
it o
he raoaf for the front section of the house is
o
I

on the rear portion and ell. There are two dormers €
house which prcv1d a skylight to thes th d floor hall. : O
sketech/phete map). The rear of the hGuEE and the two drives on each side
are all =oﬂ"rete. 4 chain link fence marks the rear boundarv.

The interior of the residence has Greek Revival styled meouldi
doors and window openings with the wood trim tapering in below H
whichk then grajegtg out horizontally from the side trim. The sntrance
cpens into a central hall with a parlor to each side. The stairway is

yet
1
ol
fin]
o]
]
[a]
fos {2
s
L
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-
,»-p
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¥

centrally located on the west side of the hall., The rear parler has a
fireplace and projecting trim on fnm cornice line. The second floor has
four panel cross doors and wainscobting with vertical design. The
apartment on the third floor has sloping celilings near the ocutside walls

and ftransoms over the hall deoors to let 1n light and air from the reay
dormers

The Russell house well represents the ctyle of homes built 1n the 1840s in
an wurban area of downteown Wheeling. Et 15 the sole bullding from this
Time period still standing on the block. Despite unsympathetic cleaning
procedures in the past the bullding is in good condition and deserves

recognitic
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CHARLES W. RUSSELL HOUSE, WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA, OHIO COUNTY

This Greek HAevival house Iin Wheesling was netructed as
residence for attorney Charles W. Russell.in 1848. The
significant under Criterion A reas of Law and M
and under Critericon B for the ti of uh rlesn
Wheeling. The houss ls also iﬂﬂ%ld@?éﬁ ! r o
tecture. The Period of Gilgrificance 1s frhm the t
in 1848, mtil the home was sold in 1845,

Charles Wells 321l was baorn in Tyler County, (We

July 19, 1819. He attended school in Wheeling for one
Drterlﬂu Jefferson (now Washington and Jefferson) ]
Fennsylvania, from which he graduated. He zmturm@d to

—

&
w
graduation and became a law student in the office of 7.
g
+ b
i

becoming a member of the Wheeling baer. Russell became
successful attorney. When the Civil Har began in 1841,
- - -

rs was a member of the O

ﬁauthérn cause and for four vears
inia. At the close of the war he went to Carnads
i m t

from Virg

y eight and nine months. He

ltimovre, Marviand, where ha

8&7. Charles had marvied Margavet FQ ~e,

iy gettlers of O d a so
3

o

d
hio County. T"“‘E;‘y
1

The Hussell home at 73 13th Street was th& Fa%iiv residence as well as the
law office for Russell and his [= } 1t
more prominent cases of Fussell =3
Whasling 2 Belmont Bridge Compa
erupted two vears afiter construction
e was bheg 7 By that time ({F
hole of 1L ite comztvrurti
7 ate a2 il n the nams of %
irnijunction to stop WOy
The grounds
River. Fenn
nd wantesd &
f othe
.
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o

The casze wert on to the U.S5. Supreme Court and Russell

published in Novembey of 1831, a month hef re the cour

the bridge company. Russell argusd that "more than 20 mh o
navigated the Ohio without inconvenience, only ssven h 4
shetruction, hecause 1t intercepts tha nascage of their chimneyes unlscs
they are lowereﬁg and those seven ha been recently built in Pititsehurgh
with chimmeys of unprecedented hulgut.“ The following spying e
azsembly of Virginia instructed the state's repressntatives 1

urge such legislation as would protect the bridge as bullt an

define exact regulations for the navigation of the Ohio and b

and other rules deter
fugust 1832, declaved
sland, were "lawful st

hus ending the war againstd

which plers might be erected in the
e igh ~idges.  An act of Congre

f
ne bridges, on path sides of &
B

%
2t position and slevatiown!

At the same time tha “harlea Russell's arguments were belrg o
his case was under deration by the Supreme Court in 1831,
placed his home i anﬂa af Henry Moore, a relation af hisg
deed reads: "Moore sh hold the said property during thes natu
said Margaret for 1 cle benefift, ... with remalnder at her ¢
the said Charle his life"” or to his The residen
affice continue 1830s to be listed i ty dirsctor
Monroee Street, name for present day “eet,

The outbreak of Americae’s Livil War divided the nation, and this was

demonastrated sutr ewa‘v well in western Virginia. In Jure 1841, citirvens

met at the Wheeling Custom House for a Constitutional Convention., Thers

they tried to determine i1f they should rEma;n loyal to Yirginia or bireal
@ =~

away to remain with the Union and form t

Russell's departure for Richmond, Virginia, in 1861 to join the
Confederate Congress, coinclded with the Constituticnal Corvention in
Wheeling In Decenber of that year General William Rosecrans moved the

-
i
iy
58
[
]

rters of the Army of Hestern Virginia fto Wheeling for winter

¥
wes o 1

gquarters. Russell's “O“Q was selacted to house the acmy headguarters and
a telegraph line was vun from Water Street to the house soc all of the
arders to the field roulﬁ be issued. AY the end of Marah, 1862, General
John C. Fremont arvived to take command as the successor of Rosszcrans, and
the Mountain PRepariment was then created by adding eastern Hentucky srd
gastern Tenneszees to Western Virginia. Densral Fremeont had his
headquarters here until about the first of May, 12842, after which the
neadguar ters was transferred to the east.

Ru

;..j
Fg

issell home was S

$1ﬁ 00 Henry Moora,

Moore to sell and conve b

physicane and/or surgeone - Dr. W
3] B

illiam J. Bates, &Sr. in 1
gs anrnd his wife, Margaret, dir
1

ownership of

cr 3N
o
<

& 27 a
J. Bates 1848 to 1205 (
.

1liam ivicluding
widow Ann 1893~1%205): Dr. Chard A, & Elizabeth Wingesrier, 19059-1922: Dr.
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CHARLES W. RUSSELL HOUSE, WHEELING, HEST VIRGINIA, OHIO COUNTY

Ivan Fawcett and paviners, Arthur K. Hoge 3 Matithew O. Zubak

Lga2-~1
Dr. R. Alan Fawcett 1258-1992. The home is curvently owned by Melania D.
Streskl and houses the Streskl Reporting Service, a verbatim deposition
service, used by legsl firms.

The Russell House i¢ constructed in the Greek Revival styvig of
architecture popular in Whesling in the 1840s and 1850s. Thes appearance
fram the street is very formal, with the recessed front entrance ard
fanlight transom. VYet the front eslevation is not symmetrical, with an
evan number of bays leaving the entrance off center. The houss also has
frieze-band windows on the third floor across the front and side facades.
The house appeare o be in good condition aelthough light sandblasting in
the past was used to remove over thirty coats Qf i Th i nal
vectangulay plan was altered to include & slight ] t
rear, near the turn of the century. The interior el
Greek Revival frim moulding arvaound the doorwavs s

The fleoor plan has seven vooms cn both the first and

cpen winding staircase stretching to the third floor

post and banister. The third floor has five rooms

with three rcomse across the front, arnd a kitchen and

The cellar has exterior gtOﬁe walls and interior bri:

space 1s divided into 8 number of rooms and 1s remark

The Charles W, Russell House is a ex

residence bardering on the Wheesling

Street Historic Di ict. The house

Building onrn the bleock. Buailt in 1843,

office it was convenient at the time to ths azty’s

acrass the street. Charles FRussell was iloportant o

Wheeling Suspension Bridge and the fight fo retain i UC
design. The houss was also part of the military headouarters sstabliched
in Wheeling during the Tirst winter of the Civil War.
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Blum, Michells "Huilding's Looks Delie Deep Links To Ares History". THE
HEELINMG INTELLIGENCER, 1971

City Directories, Wheeling Room, Chic County Libravy, Wheeling, WY.

Cranmer, Gibson Lamb, ed. HISTORY OF THE UPRPER OHIO VallEY. Madison, WI:
Brant % Fuller, 1890

Deed Hooks, Death Records Clerks Office, 2hio County Courthouss, ity
* b Y ki
County Buildi

"Landmarks”  THE WHEELING NEWS REGISTER, March 3, 1976,

Russell, Chavles K. ARGUMENT FGP THE DEFENDANTS INM THE CaSE OF THE GTATE
OF PENNSYLVANIA VS, THE WHEELING & BELMONT BRIDGE COMPANY AND
OTHERE, IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. Philadelphias

- 1

John €. Clark, 1831,

Wingerter, Charles &. HISTORY OF GREATER WHEELING AND VICINITY. Yol, I
and II. Chicago & New York: Thes Lewis Publishing Co.. 1912,

Section Number 10 Page 2

VERBAL BLOUNMDARY DESCRIFTION

t certain olece or parcel of land being in the City of Whesling,
of Ohic and State of West Vivraginia, being part of lot number
sguarse number fourieen (14) O1ld Town Addition:
intersection of the north line of 12th Street and the
the foundation wall of the brick dwelling known as # 732 - 12
thence with the north lice of 12th Street Iin an east diregt!
ta a point in east line; extended scuth to its intersecticon
}iﬁe of 1“th. of the stone foundation af the brick building
- 12th Strest, and covrner of Alley; then leaving 12th 2t and
ezst lime of xs:u foundation of house 73 and that line
feet i gt 7:; fthence in west directi
N of ftﬂﬂqltlyﬂ of brick hou
thie lirme in a scouth direg

uded in the boundary description is historically
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CHARLES W. RUSSELL HDUSE, WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA, OHILD COUNTY
Address: Charles W. Russell House

73 Twelfth Street

Wheeling, West Virginia

Ohio County
Fhotocgrapher: Katherlire M. Jourdan
Date of pheotos: 24 March 1993
Negative Locatiorn: Northsrn Regional Office

NV State Historic Preservation Office

Wheeling, WV
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Photo 4 of 4: Easlt Facade
Camera facing North-



FIRST FLOOR PLAN
Charles W. Russell House, 75 12th Street, Wheeling, WV Ohio County
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