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Adjacent to the Charles Rver Basin axd Sorrow Drive, the Suffolk Gunty Jail is located
across Gantridge Street fromthe Beacon HII Hstoric District (NR 1966) on its south, ad
adjacent to the various buildings of the Missachusetts General Hospital Q\R_1970) mits
north and west; just beyond the hospital isthe recently redevel oped high-rise residential
district fornerly knom as the Vést End.

The jail issituated on a rogghly rectangul ar yard of 288 acres enclosed by a brick wall.
Designed in 1848 and conpleted by 1851, the jail itself isa granite-faced nasonry struc-
ture wth a cruciformplan. Fomthe central hipped-roof octagonal core radiate four
four-story wngs wth hipped roofs. The central core houses the jail's support facilities,
including guard and inspectionroons, connecting galleries ad staircases. Itis

above the second floor. Three of the wngs enclose freestanding interior cell blocks; the
Vest wn ,_O[I?I nally housing the sheriff’s residence ad office, hospital ad chapel, now
serves admnistrative functions ad isthe na@or public entrance fromCharles Street.

Treatnent of all four elevationsissimlar. Ingeneral, nasonry bearing walls faced wth
rusticated ?ranlte ashlar are separated by vertical wndowbays, wth the exception of the
vest entr}/ facade. The wndows are arranged invertical banks set in round-headed binding
arches outlined by granite voussoirs. % PrOJ ecting slightly fromthe plane of thewall
but naintaining the rou%hhe\m texture of the nain wall, the voussoirs give asubtle
enphasi s to the wndow banks. Further contrast in the overall decorative treatnent is
achieved hy dressed granite used in corner quoins ad by keystones connecti nl% the arches
tottpe plain cornice. Inall, decoration i sarchitectonic and inspired by Renai ssance
motifs.

Qiginally, three of the V\'rn?s were simlar insize: the north ad south wngs both two
bays | ong t? two bays wde, the west wng three bays Ion%; by three bays wde.  The Ion
east Wr‘ﬂ of cell blocks was dissimlar, being six bays Tong by tw bays wde. In 190
the north wng ves enlar?ed fromtw to six bays long. Architect Gidley J.F. Bryant's
design ves repeated exactly: presently the only visual evidence of the expansion is the
sllg t nodul ation of tone in the granite blocks, especially the voussoirs. In 1920 the
VeS| WP%_VBS doubl ed by adding three bays, again duplicatingthe original design.

During this rehabilitation, the pair of entrances originally inthe central bay of each
side of the west wng were elinmnated, ad the new nan access vas provided at Charles
Street on the west facade of this wng.

Tre west wng facade, three bags wde, has a two-story arched entrance (dating from 1920)
filled wth wooden iron-studded panelled doors, wth a |unette above covered iron
grating. The arch isoutlined by snooth-faced voussoirs which termnate in a console wth
the seal of Suffolk Gunty. @ this wi ng—eriginallysheriff's quarters ad admnis-
trative offices—the floors are narked by granite spandrels instead of unbroken banks of
wndow sash as on the other w ngs.

The north wng retains several original wndowfranes wth woden tracery in the rounc
headed arch. Mdern repl acenent wndows have elimnated this detail in the other w ngs.

to the roof fromthe original are replacenent of slate wth asphalt, introduction
of skylights and ventilating elenents on the west wng, axd the 1949 renova of the
original cupola ad clock tower. The general shape of the roof wth its multiple panel ed
chinmeys renai ns intact.
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Two other additions were nade tothe jail, neither visible from thePub! | ¢ vay. 1895,
a brick kitchenwas insertedin the corner between thenorth and east w n?s. B/ 1938, a
| aundry building extended the kitchen along thelength of the east face of thenorth wng.

Ancillary structures occu%y portions of theperineter yard. These include aboiler plant

(1928), sheriff's house ( y1928?, solitary confinenent quarters (1931), and a shi Epérqg

office; none areof architectural significance, Between 1938 and 1942, an ol d bric

iron fence vas replaced with a 16t o0 20-foot hi %h brick wall surrounding the property.
n

E%<e{(r:]i se a(rjeas, | awns and recreational equi prent arelocated inthesouth east sections
of the yard.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . . _ . _ _
The Suffolk Qounty Jail possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting, materials, work-
manship, and feeling. |t has najor national architectural significance as the prine
institutional exanple of the Boston Ganite Style of the md-19th century. The design was
executed by one of the forenost exponents of the style, Gidley J.F Bryant. Inaddition,
the jail isthedefinitive exanple of anenlightened 19th century attitude toward the
treatment of prisoners.

The plan tobuild thejail was pronpted i nthe 1840's by nunerous conplaints about the
1822 Leverett Street jail. Thefirst proposal for areplacenent cane fromMyor Martin
Binmer at hisinaugural in1843. Brinmer, asocial activist, stepped into the on%lo! ng
controversy over prison accoirnodations on the side of the so-called Auburn Plan. This
prison system devel oped i n 1820 i n NwYork State, was based on the premse that prisoners
shoul d not be kept i ncontinuous solitary confinement. Individual cells should be for

sl eepi ng on[r?/m;9 a{)ns_on, vent the argunent, should provide roomfor conmunal work and
exerci se. establ i shed Braptl ce of thetine, knom as the Pennsyl vani a S/stemas
established at the Eastern Penitentiary inCherry Hill, Pa, (John Haviland, 1821-25) and
fol lowed at Leverett Street, was that prisons house innates i nindividual cells opening
into individual exercise yards. Little useful work could be induced fromprisoners under
this system and the Quaker ideal of solitude inducing contrition (the basis for the
system) didnot work out i nfact. Theresults were poor physical and enotional health for
the inmates, and a high price for the taxpayers.

The city didnot follow Myor Brinmer's proposal, and the plan was left to his successor,
Josiah Quincy, Jr.  Like hisfanous father, the second .rraR/Qr of Boston, Quincy ves a
reforner wo naintained the tradition of advocating social justice. Duringhis term
§1846-49 , Qui n%y faced sone naj or chal [ enges: Boston's popul ation doubl ed i nthe period
rom1825to0 1850, andwith the great inmgration fromthe famne i nlreland nowunder
way, ﬁh! ncy's city faced a squeeze for space and burgeoni ng social upheaval . Quincy saw
to public safety Inprovenents, but the [?Lgposed newjail caused asplit between the two
branches of the nunicipal governnent. al dernen, eight nenters el ect ed at-Iarge,
endorsed Quincy's repl acenent proposal, but the Gnnan Council, 48 nenters el ected by
war ds, cane down i noEposHlon. n 1848, thecity solicitor resolved the d:;ﬁutew
ruling that as Suffol k Gounty Gonmissioners the nayor and al dernen were to nake the
decision, and that the Gmnan Gouncil had no say inthenatter. Quincy and the a dernen
acted 3u; ckly, abandoni ng amposal for ‘ajoint jail and house of correction. The site,
n landfill next tothe new Mssachusetts General Hospital, was selected i npart as a vay
to provide reasonabl e breezes and climate. By the end of Qincy's term the contracts to
construct thejail were approved.
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However, no sooner di d Quincy's successor, John Prescott Bigelow assune office than he
proposed that the new jail plan be scrapped and the ol d Leverett Street facility be
renovated to suit the newneeds. The al dernen, recog_nl zing the nayor's concern over
costs, anended and reduced the costs of the plans. Finally in 1851, eight years after the
first proposal, the "NwlJail" at Charles Street vas ready for occupancy at a cost of
$450, 000, including land and buil ding.

The cormission to design the jail went to Gidl ez/ J.FE Bryant (1816-1899), whose career in
architecture spanned nost of the second half of the 19th century. Trained in the office
of Alexander Parris, architect of the Quincy Market building, Bryant had one of the nost
successf ul ?ractlces i n Boston of this tinme. Throughout NawEngland he was known for
designing state capitols, city halls, hoswtals, jails, courthouses, and other public
institutions. In Boston he designed warehouses, wharf buildings axd storeblocks; in fact,
to inthe md-19th century, Boston vas aBryant-built city. Athough the Geat Fire
of 1872 destroyed 152 of Bryant's buildings, sone of his proudest works renain, including
Qd Gty Hall (N—L-1970% (wth Arthur Glman), Mercantile VWarf Building ﬂl\R—FuIton/
Qmmercial District-1973), and the State Street Bock (NRQustombbuse District-1973).

Bryant ves largely responsible for the success of the Boston Ganite style. Sn of the
engi neer-owner of the Ganite Railway and Quincy Quarries, helearned quickly the con
struction POSSl bilities of the stone. Advances in technology nade |arge bl ocks nore
available to Bryant than to his predecessors. In his relatively sinple designs, granite
lent an air of strength and dignity appropriate for the era and for Bostonians' sensi-
bilities. NMdern-day critics such as Gedion, Hiuxtable, and Htchcock have recognized
Bryant as anajor contributor to 19th century commercial architecture.

Bryant's design for the Suffol k Gounty Jail is ahi?h poi nt of the nature phase of the
local style of the period, nowacclaimed as the Boston granite school. Architects of
whar ves, warehouses and civic structuresalso used this material, available cheaply from
nearby quarries. The large granite blocks typical of the style are intended to convey a
sense of hol dness, endurance and inpermeability, attributes inportant in creati ngfthe _
public inage of apenal institution. Asaresult of its outstanding architectural design
and |ayout, the jail wasthe first Amverican building (other than a nonunent) to be pub-
|ished inthe English architectural nagazine. The Builder, in 1849. The jail i s dom nant
in the streetscape, typical of the granite school and of Bryant.

Col aborating with Bryant on the functional design of the jail wasthe Rv. Louis Dw ght,
founder and secretary of the Prison Discipline Society of Boston. Daght vas "one of the
nation's first professional penologists, and the principal advocate of the Auburn System
Dught's extensive travels along the eastern seaboard and abroad had exposed him to the
whol e spectrumof correctional architecture as it then existed." (Mckay, p.4) Wile
sone prisons at the tine were using the individual pen-1ike systemused at the Leverett
Street Jail, others still housed prisoners in open wards.
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The Prison Discipline Society was founded primarily to advocate provisionof separate

cells for prisoners at night, andto enphasize the virtues of the Auburn Pan for new
prisons. "Thedifferencein the anount of sininthe world, inthis country alone,
consequent upon this change from the crowded ni ght roons of prisons without supervision,
and inprisons vhere the prisoners are confined in separate cells, in silence,  under
careful supervision, i s beyond all hunan cal culation.” (Prison Discipline Society, 184,
p.823) Asecond purpose of the Society was to provide religious education and "evangel ism
"“To supply the Bi bl e, and preached Gospel, and neans of grace to the Prisoners.” (ibid.)
The Suffolk Gounty Jail was held as an exanpl e for other jurisdictions contenplating new
institutions. The Society called on New York, Baltinmore, Wshington, Nw Qleans to "coe
forward and denol i sh these AQd Jails, these 'conmtee roons of mschief,' and substitute
for8££1)emsometh| ng like the Boston NewJail ..." (Prison Discipline Society, op. cit.,

p.

The col laboration of Bryant and Daight produced a design for the jail which uses radiating
wngs for cell blocks, a ﬁl an for institutional structuresdating as early as 1628. The
cruci form shape used i nthe Suffol k Gounty Jail first appeared in England in 1790 at the
Suffol k Cbunt\sl Jail inlpswch. WIIiamB ackburn, a London architect who died in 1790,
designed the Suffolk Jail in England as one of nany arrangenents of cell buildings around
a central governor's house. Anang these were "fan-shaped arrays, Geek crosses, acentral
hall flanked bﬁ/tV\D wings, amilti-angled building inahalf-circle around the governor's
house, etc." (Johnston, p. 23) The radial design proved nost popular inBritain, but
exanBIe_s also exist fromthe early 19th century in Mscow Geneva and Palerno. InParis,
the Petite Roquette Prison devel oped as a hexagonal shape with spokes radiating toa
central admnistrationbuilding. Prisons designed under the Pennsylvania Systemoften
RIICked up the radial plan: Haviland's authentic exanples at Cherry Hill, , and Trenton,
J., used this radial system

The hunanitarian aﬁproach tothe jail design was reflected by features not directly
related to its architectural style. "Thesite isairy, being exposed and open to the bay,
Charles Rver, and Ganforidge on the west; it islevel onthe surface, andeasily drained,
extending to tide water ... it isnot far renoved from the Gourt House; and it 1s of easy
and pleasant access for the intelligent and hunane." (Prison Discipline Society, 1849,

p. 3 1? Besi des conmunal exercise yards and other Auburn Plan features, the jail added
natura I|[qht through wal |l andcell wndows, plus the added benefit of radiant heat from
the sun, along with a conplete ventilating system Qher innovations includedsecurity
against fire, the size of roons andcells}large for its time), ease of naintenance, and a
convenient circulation pattern. The cruciformdesign allowed the separation of debtors
and wtnesses frompre-trial detainees, and of venen fromnen, by designation of each w ng
for one class of residents.

Mbst contenporary Boston gui debooks took note of the jail's inpact. "The plan has been so
highly approved that it has been adopted in the enlargenent of the State Prison at
t-hariestown, in the newA nshouse in Ganforidge, the newprison at Dedham and in the new
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jail in Goncord, NawHanpshire. Proposal s are also nade for buildings, onasimlar plan
... at Northanpton, Providence, NawYork, NwJersey, and Baltinore." (Boston A nanac,
1851) In 1884, HH R chardson used the [ail as anwodel for the jail portion of his

Al egheny Gounty CGonpl ex in Pittsburgh,

Qurrent plans call for rehabilitation of the property for continued useas apre-trial
detention center. In 1973 aUS District Court ruled in the case Innates of the Suffolk
Qunty Jail, et. al., V Thonas S Esenstadt et. al.. Cvil Action 71-162-Gthat the
conditions of the jail violatedthe constitutional rights of those incarcerated there.
Several plans for anewfacility to house both the jail and the house of correction (now
st Deer Island) failed to receive the required approval of the Boston Gty Council. A
recent agreenent between the court and the city provided for the rehabilitation of the
structure for continuing jail use. Sone newconstruction is planned for the parcel.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 2594 Was'\t;lingtonhStreet
oston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

January 28, 1980
U

M. Carol Schull, Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic M aces

Heritage, Conservation 8 Recreation Service
440 GStreet NW

Védshington, DC 20243 I T A

Dear M. Schul | : e "

Encl osed youwill find thefollowng nomnation forns:

Attleboro- First Parsonage of the Medford- John MG || House (I ocal)
Second Church (local ) M ddl eborough- C P Wéshburn G ai n-

* Bedford- David Lane House (local) mi?l (local)

* Boston- Charles Street Jail (national) Mddlefield- Stone Arch RailroadBridge
I SHrout h- Hi Il School (1 ocal) District (state)

* East Longneadow Saet| and- Pease Natick- Rev. S ephen Badger House (state)

_ House (local) Newon- St. Mary's Church 8 Cenetary (local)

Framngham First Baptist Church (state) New Bedford- Central New Bedford
Lancaster- Founders Hall (state) Historic District (local)
Mar | borough- Peter R ce House (local) Newt on- Echo Bridge (state- resubm ssion)
Medf ord- Edward Cakes House (I ocal) Sharon- S onehol m (1 ocal)
(All" of the above are encl osed) (These are encl osed under separate cover)

These have been voted eligible by the State Re-viewBoard and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Christine Boul di ng
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Gonmssion

@q /" Y,

*These properties were notified under the new procedures.
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For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



ivie UM _Ur™  JAXA 3 1A A 3 A" lide-
O\ URSA UMY AOXAY AN A AN

-AHIM WK (cities ST}



ACTT ON NATT ONAL REG STER | NFORWTT ON SYSTEM

Ild 80000670 LI 04/23/1980 M\ Suffolk Suffolk County Jail

01 Mre

Nane Suffolk County Jail

Addr ess 215 Charles St.

City Bost on Vicinity Restrict

State  MASSAAHEETTS County Suffolk

Status LISTED | NTHE NATI ONAL REG STER Dat e 04/ 23/ 1980
Day45 Resource Type BULDNG Acr eage 0.9
Mul tiple

Contributing bldg 1 Site 0 Strc 0 pj O Total 1
Noncontributing hldg O Site 0 Strc 0 O Total 0]

Par k



