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The Jason, Russell House i s a well-preserved and carefully 
maintained example of an 18th century Massachusetts farmhouse— 
one of only two remaining houses in Arlington of the Revolution­
ary period. Built about 4740 by Jason Russell, i t i s a two-
story, £̂ |iy- painted, frame stiructure with a windowed a t t i c , 
shinglerE-oof, brick chimney, and clapboarded sides. Situated 
on a large comer tract at Massachusetts Avenue and Jason Street: 
i t s i t s well back from both thoroughfares in a large lawn land­
scaped with trees, shrubs, flowers, and a flagstaff. The front 
door, facing Jason Street, i s approached by a narrow brick walk, 
The property i s boxanded by a low stone wall along the two street: 
sides. A granite-slab montiment stands at the curb edge of the 
sidewalk on Massachusetts Avenue, with an inscription summariz­
ing the significance of the site in connection with the events 
of April 19, 1775, 

The house began as a trwo-room "half house" with two windows 
on the groxand floor and three above (front elevation), and with 
door, stai r , and chimney at the north, or right, end. About 
1750, Russell doubled the house by adding two more rooms at the 
north end, making i t a f u l l house, five windows across, with 
door, stai r , and chimney now in the middle. There was also a 
sizeable one-story e l l to the south. About 1814 the front door 
was protected by adding a small enclosed porch. A lean-to 
dates from about 1850, and a large two-story e l l from about 
1863, both additions being made on the west side, or back, of 
the house. The Arlington Historical Society acquired the build-l­
ing in 1923 and did extensive restoration the following year. 

The interior of the house i s of great interest, the kitchen 
in particular, with i t s large fireplace and unplastered white­
washed ceiling, decorated with evenly spaced black spots known 
as sponge-painting, considered the earliest form of interior 
painting in New England. From the kitchen a s t a i r leads down 
into the cell a r , where several Minutemen took refuge during the 
fighting of April 19, 1775, and held British troops at bay. 
Bullet holes are s t i l l to be seen in the woodwork from the ac­
tion. 

The rooms are furnished with a variety of 18th and 19th 
century fumiture, which belonged mainly to the Russell and 
Teel families, major occupants of the house, and a ntmiber of 
other artifacts and fumishings from both periods. The house 
contains the Historical Society's collection of 17th, 18th, and 
19th century memorabilia. The resident caretaker occupies an 
apartanent in the later two-story e l l . The house and i t s col­
lection are accessible to the public at stated times without 
admission-charge, although contributions toward i t s upkeep are 
welcomed. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of the Jason R u s s e l l House ilea 
f i r s t of a l l ) in i t s dramatic re la t ionsh ip to the opening 
moments of the American Revolution, Past i t rode Revere and 
Dawes to arouse the countryside. Past i t marched the B r i t i s h 
troops on t h e i r way to Lexington and Concord, and past i t they 
retumed toward Cambridge, harr i ed by the patr io t m i l i t i a , 
Jason R u s s e l l h imse l f , bui lder of the house, lo s t h i s l i f e 
there , along with eleven Minutemen, when they were surprised 
by a B r i t i s h f lanking party , Marks of the f ight ing are s t i l l 
preserved i n the house i t s e l f . 

Secondly, the house i s a b e a u t i f u l l y preserved example 
of the home of a well-to-do mid-18th century Massachusetts 
farmer. Furnished with many household a r t i c l e s of the period, 
the house i s a marvelous teaching tool and a musetim, of value 
both to schoolchi ldren and adu l t s . 

I t i s v i s i t e d each year by thousands of l o c a l residents 
and t o u r i s t s , and undoubtedly w i l l become even more popular 
as the Revolutionary Bicentennia l approaches. 
Pertinent quotations from the Interim and Final Reports of the Boston 
National Historic Sites Commission (House Documents 57 & 107): 

"The house is remarkable not only i n i t s own r igh t , but also because i t is 
one structure out of many that stood i n the path of the Redcoats that has 
not succumbed entirely to the dictates of u t i l i t y and change. The old 
house is a monument both to Arlington's Colonial and Revolutionary past . 
. . one of the most significant yet least known survivals from the f i r s t 
daycf the War of the Revolution." (H.D. 57, pp.103-104) 
"A few Minute Men . . . were posted i n back of the Russell House and wait­
ing for the Br i t i sh column to come up the road, when they were surprised 
by the flanking party i n their rear and driven toward the house, where 
they were caught between the flankers and the main body. There followed 
the most famous f igh t at close quarters during the eventful day and the 
bloodiest encounter associated with any house i n the Revolution." 
(H.D. 57, p.59) 
" I t is suf f ic ien t to say that the Jason Russell House is creditably main­
tained as an his tor ic s i te as well as headquarters for the Arlington 
Historical Society, . . . and that the structure merits recognition and 
ce r t i f i ca t ion of a f i t t i n g order from the Nation to s ignify i t s place in 
American his tory." (H.D. IGJ, p.58) 
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