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1. Nama nf Property
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other names/site number. .Saint Inseph's High .Srhnnl

2. Location

street & number, 76Q Merrimack Street _n/a_ not for
publication

city or town nwell n/g vicinity

state. Mnssanlii isetts .code MA county. Middlesex .code ni7 zipcode ni«M

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

8f meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide “locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natfhnal Park Service Certification
hera6y certify that this property is: joAure cj the Keeper  z" Date of Action
rentered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
X private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
_ public-local __district _ -
_ public-State _ site I Q -building
_ public-Federal __ structure sites
_ Object
, structures
objects
J. J. Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) In the National Register

WA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
FniirATIDN- Srhnnl DTHFR- Vnrnnt

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
IATE VICTORIAN: Romanesque Revival foundation STDNF- nrnnitR
walls RRirK
STDNF- Granite
roof. STONF- Slate
other.

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheets
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Architectural Description

Completed in 1892 and designed in the Romanesgue Revivd gtyle, the former Saint Josgph's Romen Cathalic College for
Boys a 760 Merimack Srest in Lowell, Massachusdts (later known as Saint Josgph's High Schooal), is a 4/2-gtory

building dtuated within the presant-day "Acre' naghborhood of Lowell (one of the city's ddest immigrant

neighborhoods).  Condructed within "Little Canada" this section of "The Acre' wes sattled by French-Canedian

immigrants and wes ultimately partialy destroyed by mid 20"-century urban renewd. The schod is located & the
westem aed of Marimack Stregt, a mgjor thoroughfare in Lowell thet runs laterdly through the southern portion of the
city. Located goproximatdy one hdf-mile north of the North Common (one of anumber of public parks located in "The
Acre"), the former Saint Josgph's Romen Catholic College for Boys sits within aneighborhood of caaudly gridded sregts
that ebut the sarpentine curve of the neerbly Merrimack River to the north. The former Saint Josgph's Romen Cathalic
Codllege for Boys building is stuated on the south dde of Merrimack Stred, just south of the Merrimack River and the
Northern Cand (1847) oppodte sevad resdentid threedeckas. The former Saint Jeen-Baptise / Nuestra Seflora dd
Camen Paish Church (1889-1891, 1906), the former schodl's parigh, is located nearby a the comer of Mearimack and

Aiken Stregts

The former Saint Joseph's Romen Catholic College for Bays covers nearly the entire Ste and the north devation is st
beck gpproximatdy eight feet from the sdewak dong Mearimack Strest. A 1929 parish hdl is located to the west of the
dte, and a brick goartment building is dStuated to the eest.  The Colonid Revivd-gsyle paish hal, nat pat of this
nomination, condgs of a two-gory, red-brick sructure topped by a gable roof, and features a two-gtory, full-faQade,
projecting pavilion thet contains aonedory pedimented etrance A amdl loading dock betwean the nominated schodl
building and the parish hdl is consdered a noncontributing dement of the presant nomination. (Photo #2) A public dley,
known s Decaur Stredt, abuts the property to the south. The former schod building consgts of a large, rectangular,
four-story, Romanesque Reviva-style block, topped by a doping hip roof with integrated cross gables which form large
centrd pediments dong the roofline of each devation of the building. The roofline of the building condgts of red-brick
acaded corbeling, topped by a smple, copper cornice. Atop the date roof is a large coppear-andwood cupolg,
omameated with dassca features, including copper-clad Doric pilagters, semidliptica archeswith keystones pediments
and baudrades

The primary (north) eevation of the building is symmetrica in fenestration, featuring a Romanesquedyle three-part,

sventbeay feBade of windows with dternating single and paired, duminum 1/1, single-hung replacement saeh flanking a
centrd pair of sngle-hung duminum saeh, st within arched openings (Photo #1) Thefirst gory of the building, dong all

devations, isexecuted in massive rudicated-granite blocks with regularly gpoeced punched window openings, infilled with

1A replacemant seeh or conarete blocks. Thefirst-floorcentrd entrance is dso executed in rudticated-granite blodksinan

adhlar pattern with rectangular window openings. The entrance fegtures a projecting, two-story, gabled pavilion with insgt

compound round arches

Three amd| gone ggps aooess the dightly recesssd modamn duminum-and-glass entrance door with glazed transom

within the pavilion. Atop the doorway, a Catholic Charities Food Pantry sgn fills the tympanum of the compound round

adhes The projecting pavilion roof fegtures large date roofing tiles and copper flashing. The upper dories (floors two

through four) contain red-brick, round-arched window openings on the second and third floors st on granite silis. The

fourth floor contains rectangular window openings st on granite sills. Red-brick pilasters extend up to the roofline from
(continued)
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the granite piladers a the et and west ends of the first floor. Two red-brick pilagters extend from eech dde of the
centrd entrance to the centrd pediment above and corbd out ebove the third floor and & the roofline. Two amdl,
rectangular window openings with &/1 seeh within the pediment are framed by brick triglyphs. The comice and roofline
flashing is executed incopper. All windows condgt of single or paired 1/1, single-hung duminum windows with round
arch transoms infilled with duminum panning.

Thefirst floor of the eedt and west devations condgt of three-part rounded arches of rudicated-granite blocks st in an
ahlar patern with regularly-spaced, rectangular window openings, which have bem infilled with one-over-one

duminum sseh or concrete block. The southenmogt bay of the west devation is executed in brick and fegtures a
rounded- arch red- brick and granite entranceway with a granite tympanum. Thisentrance gpensto the ssoondary gair in

the southwest comer of the building. Three granite Segps provide acoessto a modarn duminum-and-glass entrance door

sydem with a narrow glazed transom. A ssoond entrance is d0 located on this devation within the granite first-floor
levd and congds of a ample utilitarian, dightly recesssd modern duminunm-and-glass entrance door.

Firg-floor granite pilagters, becoming brick on the seoond through fourth floors, divide these ssoondary facadesinto five
bays st bdow an asymmetricaly placed pediment. These devations feature sats of windows with sngle and pared 1/1,

sngle-hung, duminum replacameant seeh st within trios of rounded-arch openings & the ssoond and thirdfl oorsand

rectangular openings a the fourth floor. The north and south endsof the devations contain asingle monumenta rounded
ach or rectangular window opening, eech with a single pair of 1/1, duminum replacement sseh and duminum-dad
tranoms  Cadt-gtone capita's acoantuate the brick piers within the window bays bdow the pediments on eech devation.

Both pediments feature radiating rounded arches and tri-parte window openings that have bea infilled with plywood and

FRexiglass. A corbdled brick cornice is cgoped in copper dong the main roof and pedimented gable ed on eech

elevation.

The reer (south) devation of the building (photo #2) reflectsa smilar fenedtration pettern as the north devation onthe
ssoond through fourth floors, featuring sats of round-arched windows openings containing dternating single and paired
1/1, duminum replacemat sseh with duminum-clad arched transoms flanking a centrd bay of single, monumenta

rounded arches and rectangular window openings dso featuring pairs of 1/1, duminum replacemant sseh. Graniteand

brick pilegters are located on the eest and west eds of the devation. The centrd bay is accentuated by two projecting
brick chimney gacksthat extend above the roofline of the building. Thewest chimney isatruncated verson of the eadt,
which features a corbdlled top. The corbdled rooflineis cgaped in copper.

Interior

On the interior, many of the origind features remain intact, including the floor plan on the second through fourth floors
conggting of a doubleloaded centrd corridor with heedboard wainscoting and plagter walsflankedby dassooms on
dgther dde  Intotal, the building contains 18 former dassoom goaces of smilar desgn and messing on the ssoond
through fourth floors. Interior dassroom goeces are decorated with heedboard wainscoting and heavy wood window and
door casings (Photo #4) The mgjority of the original multi panded doors have bean replaced, and drop cellings ingdled
in multiple hdlway and dassoom locations. The flrst floor, Stuated partiadly bdow grade, houses the origind high-
cdled cafeteria and gymnasum which are supported by tall cagt-iron columns and feature heedboard wainscoting. The
(continued)
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gymnasum besketbel court, including the wooden floor, reamains intact, and the cafeteria and kitchen area ae il
presat. Thislevd dso indudes the former adminigrative offices. The building indudes a main dair a the northeest
comer of the building which features runs of stars and landings with a Classicdly ingpired carved handrail and tumed
baugers and newd pods. (Photo #3) Accessad from alanding betwean the first and sscond floors, the dars are endosed
in agairhdl with alanding & eech level. Access to thefirst fioor isthrough apair of double-lesf, wood-pand and glazed
doors with sddights. The seoond and thirdfi oorsare acoessed from the stairhdl through pairs of double-lesf, wood pand
and gazed doorways st benesth amultilight glazed transom with eech entryway st within an arch infilled with verticad
beacboard. A large landing a the fourth floor provides acoessto a par of modem double doors 2t benegth a five-pane
fanlight. A secondary dair islocated a the southwest comer of the building and features similar details.

Archaeological Decription

While no pre-Contact period Native American stes have bean identified on the Saint Josgph's schod property, Stes mey
exig. FHve dtes have been recorded inthe generd area(within one mile). Environmentd characteridtics of the property
represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainege, digance to wetlands) thet are favorable for the presance of many types of
andet dtes The schod is located on a levd riverinetarace lessthan 1,000 feet south of the Mearimack River. The
merHmede Northern Cand isd<o located lessthen 1,000 feet north of the school. Naturd soilsin the areawere probably
well drained prior to urban devdopment of the area. Given the above information and known pattems of andet Native
Amgican sttlement dong the Mearimack River drainege, ahigh potentid origindly exiged for locating Native American

resources on the nominated property. Historic devdopment of the parcd, however, indicates the potentid for recovering
intact Native resources on the property is low. Impeacts rdated to congruction of the Saint Josgph's Romen Cathaolic

Cdllege for Boys ad demoalition of unidentified structures, possibly three-decker tenemeant buildings, on the previoudy

devdoped parcd would have destroyed any pre-Contact Period Native American resources presat on the amdl lot (less
then one acre).

The potentid for locating significant historic archaeologica resources on the nominated property isdso low. While the
nominatiion dates that the Saint Josgph's Roman Catholic College for Boys was built in 1892 on previoudy devdoped
land within the city of Lowdll, the type of devdopment is unknown. The presance of three-decker goatmeants around the
schod mey indicate the potentid for thet type of housing on the property prior to 1892; however, condruction of the
schoal, which hes a besemat levd and covers nearly the entire lot, Suggeststhat any structures that maey have predated
congruction of the schod were destroyed.

(end)
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for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our tiistory.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

X A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Contini intinn Sheets
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Satement of Sgnificance

The Sant Josgph's Roman Catholic College for Boys a 760 Merrimack Streat in Lowell (later known as . Josgph's
High Schodl), condructed in 1892, medas Criterion A & a noteworthy example of a parochid educationd facility
esdablished to save the growing French-Canadian immigrant population of Lowell during the late 19™ century, ad
Criterion C & a wdl-presarved example of a Romanexque Reviva-style educationd facility. As a rdigious propety
during its primary significance from its historica importance and architectura significance, the schod dso fulfils Criteria
Conddeaation A. The school, with a period of sgnificance of 1892-1959, is significant a the locd levd and reans its
integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, fegling, and association.

The congruction of the Saint Josgph's Roman Cathalic College for Boys was undertaken as an expandon of parochid
educationd facilities under the French-Canedian Roman Cathalic parish of Saint Jeen-Baptigte in "Little Canada” a
sxtion of The Acre neighborhood of Lowell. This Romanesoue Reviva-syle building is ane of the few remaining
higoric structures to survive the widespread urben renewd undertaken in The Acre in the 1950s ad 1960s The
Romenesgue Revivd gyle was a popular style utilized during the second half of the 19% century in downtown Lowell.
Although primarily ssen in municipa architecture as represated by severd examples listed in the National Regigter
including Lowell City Hall (LHD, 1983; NRDIS, 1975), Centrd Fire Station-Engine Company #3 (LHD, 1983, NRDIS,
1978), and Middlesex County Courthouse (NRDIS, 1982), the style was d 0 popular in rdigious/ingitutiona architecture
including, but not limited to, the Lee Srest Ssoond Unitarian Church (LHD, 1983; NRDIS, 1975), Sant Jeen Baptige
Romen Cathalic Church, Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church, Saint Michadl's Roman Catholic Church, Sant Joseph's
Romen Cathalic Hementary Schodl (NRIND, 2002), and the Lowdl Jail - Keith Academy (LHD, 1983, NRDIS, 1982).
In addition, severd indudtria and commercid buildingswere dso executed in the Romanesgue Revivd syle, including
the following extant examples Simpson and Rowland Compeary Building (LHD, 1983; NRDIS, 1978), Pickering Knitting
Compary, Hood's Sarsgpailla Leboratory (LHD, 1983; NRDIS, 1982). Additional examples of this popular style are
ds0 locaed throughot the city.

A Brief Higory of Lowel, MA

Frands Cabat Lowel wes the founder of the city of Lowell. A prominent locd importer of English textiles, Lowell,
together with his brather in law, Patrick Johnson, established the Bogton Manufacturing Compary in 1812, in Waltham,
MA. Drawing from his lengthy experience in the mercantile trade, Lowell wanted to capitdize on the growing demad
for textiles in the United Sates by investing in the textile industry. Inthe early 19* century, Lowell travded to various
Europeen indudtrid cities including Manchester, England.  While there, Lowell developed an underganding for the
industry by touring textilemills and studying the machinery. He may dso have visited the Soottish "improvements” or
planned villages, esablished by prominent landowners that afforded tenants respectable living and working conditions,
thus cregting a hedthy environment in which the community could prosper.

It wes here in the present-day  city of Lowell, that the Bogton Manufacturing Company (whose executives were known s
The Bogon Assodiates) cregted the country's first fully integrated textile mill, in which the entire textile prooess was
undertaken from dart to finish within asngle facility. This process was dubbed the "Watham-Lowel Sygem” after the
geogrgphicd locations of its origin and its inventor. The designsfor the Watham-Lowel System, indluding the plansfor
bath the facility and its equipment, were modded after the Europeen factoriesthat Lowell toured while eboroad. Building
ontheir suocess Lowell and The Bogton Assodiates st out to cregte acommunity, from the ground up, entirdly developed
aound and devated to industry. Despite Lowell's desth in 1817, Nathen Appleton and Patrick Tracey Jackson, dong with
other prominent mambears of The Boston Assodates, puraued Lowell's vision for aplanned industria community. The

(continued)
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Bogton Assodiaes identified alarge plot of land that wes origindly part of Chemsford, Massachusetts  Idedlly Stuated &
the confluence of the Merrimack and Concord Rivers gpproximatdy 30 miles northwest of Bogton, the area wes even
more slited to manufacturing due to the presence of an exigting lock and cand system around the Pantucket Fdls, built
for the trangportation of lumber and goods, condructed and opearated by the Proprietors of Locks and Cands

By 1822, mambas of The Bogon Assodiates had begun quigly but aggressvdy purchasing a mgority of the land

aurrounding the Pawtucket Cand (1796) and the Merrimack River. The mgjority of the physca congruction of the plan
was oversean by aformer officer of the British Army, Kirk Boott, who quickly assumed the role of planner, architect, and
enginexr for The Boston Assodiates By 1825, The Bogton Assodiates assumed control of and restructured the Proprietors
of Locks and Candlsto utilize the company as amanegamant toal in the devdopment of their red edtate and water rights
vetures The Bodon Assodates dammed the Mearimack River and expanded the cand sysem in 1816, With the
increese in powe supply, mills were rapidly congructed in Lowell, including the Hamilton Mills (1826), Appleton Mills
(1828), Lowel Mills (1829), Middiesex Mills (1831, no longer extant), Suffolk Mills (1832), Tremont Mills (1832, no

longer extant), Lavrence Mills (1833), Boott Mills (1836), and Massachusetts Mills (1840). As a reault of itsrapid

devdopment, Lowell wes etablished as atown of 2500 resdents in 1826, and as acity in 1836 with a population of
nearly 20,000. By 1850, the City had 33,000 residents, sscond only to Bogton &s the largest city in the Commonwedth.

Lowdl's Early Reddents- "Mill Girls'

In the late 180sand 18305 mog mills throughout New England employed entire families. In Lowell, an unconvertiond

sysem of recruiting workers wes ingtituted as another part of Lowell's formulafor anew American indugtrid city. These
mills employed mainly young, sngle women, primarily betwean the agesof 15 and 25, known as "mill girls," from rurd
communities throughout New England. Because entire families were not initidly or activey recruited to work in

Lowdl's mills. The Bodon Assodaes and other locd mill owvnas employed the principles of the Scattish

"improvements’ through the congtruction of mill-owned, operated, and ovaseen boardinghouses  The boardinghouse
sysem induded long rows of housing congructed within walking digance to the mills. Originaly congructed of wood,
these dder boardinghouses were soon replaced by brick structures. Asyoung femae workers without family in the city,

the girlswere required to live in the boardinghouses By the mid-1830s, neerly three quarters of dl famdes in the city

lived in mill-owned boardinghouses.

The women, dong with the other individuas hired to work in the mills of Lowell, worked fourteen-hour workdays These
workers were routindy required to gand for a mgjority of the day, windows were regularly naled shut to mantain

necessety humidity for the production of yarn, and the living conditions of the boardinghouses were cramped and poorly
ventilated and maintained. Although the mill girlswere gble to leave their rurd communities, their indgpendence care a
a heavy price and wes brief  On average, a woman worked in the mills for three years with mary leaving due to the
conditions, to marry, to migrate to the weg, to find other employment, or to return to their families. Throughout the 19*

century, the mill workers fought, through organized drikes, for better conditions and shorter work days (an action not

taken by the Massadhustts legidature until 1874 when the tenrhour work day wees indtituted). By the mid-1840s single

women begen departing the mill workforcein Lowell, forcing mill agents to recruit their laborers from dsewhere

Thelrish in The Acre

The mill girls were replaced by Irish immigrants who were willing to work for chegper wages  Despite the fact that
productivity hed increesed dramaticaly by 1860, may of Lowell's mill workers, and mog espedidly itsimmigrant
femdeworkers weare earning lessthan the mill girls. Mill owners recruited the chegp Irish labor force, who ultimatey

(continued)
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chenged the damogrgphic of the city. The single women were replaced with agrest number of families. Boardinghouses
were continually reserved for locally-bom residents, known as "Yankees' even though this group of workers wes rapidly
abandoning the city. Because lodging was hard to procure, and the Irish immigrants preferred to live with mambas of
their own nationdity due to language and cultura familiarity, new neghborhoods begen to devdop in the city. Irish

Cahdlic neighborhoods were the earliest and mogt prevadent communities developing during that period, often congdting
of nothing more than amakeshift collection of tents, known as "Paddy Camp Lands™

[WJthin afew rods of the cands is a settlement, cdled by some New Dublin, which occupies rather mare
than an acre of ground. It contains a population of nat far from 500 Irish, who dwell inabout 100 cabins
from 7 to 10 feet in height, buik of dabsand rough boards...'

The failure of mill owners to accommodate the Irish and subsequent groups of arriving immigrantsin company-owned and
operated boardinghouses st a precaedent that permeanently  influenced and sheped community life in the city. Beginning
with the Irish during the 1840s immigrant groups settled in new neighborhoods removed from the city's miills, and this
outdde the contral of the mill owners This trend was nat unique to the Irish, but occurred with eech new wave of
immigration to the city. The predominant Irish neighborhood in Lowell wes known as The Acre. The Acre neighborhood
is roughly bounded by Dutton Street to the eedt, the Northern Cand to the north, the Merrimack River and Wilder Srest to
the west, and Westam Avenue to the south. Located acrassthe westem cand from mogt of the mills. The Acre origindly
condged of, and eamed its name from, the acre of land that weas granted to Bishop Benedict Josgph Ferwick (the Ssoond
Bishop of Bogton) for sattlematt of the Irish immigrants working on the early cand improvements. The Irish prided
theamnsdves on their Cathalic faith and devdloped the neighborhood into a place thet reflected their rdigious bdiefs. They
condructed the origina wood-frame Saint Petrick's Cathalic Church on Suffolk Strest in the north-centra portion of The
Acre in 1831 (demolished 1853), and in 1852, the parishionaers of Saint Patrick's edablished an acadamy for girls
(demdlished) directly adjacent to the church. In 1882, Sant Patrick's Church established a schod for boys in the former
Sant Mary's Methodist Church (demolished 1939-1940), located & 378 Suffolk Street, neer Market Sredt in the centrd
portion of The Acre. The schod for boys was overseen by the Xaverian Brothers. By the 1890s the Saint Patrick's
Church property (congtructed proximete to the origind wood-frame church) incdluded the girl's schoadl, the boy's schoadl, a
rectory, a convert, the church, and a "Home for Working Girls." Maog of these buildings were subsequently  razed for
church parking.

The Acrefunctioned as aself-sufficient neighborhood. By the lagt quarter of the 19* century. The Acre boegted a number
of family-run busnesses The mgjority of the immigrantswho lived in The Acreworked in the nearby miills, but their free
time was primarily soent in The Acre. The neighborhood wis a bustling hub of activity of localy owned esteblishments
netled throughout the neighborhood. Generdly, businesses occupied the first floors of housing blocks, with residentia
living quarters for the family located above Prominent family-owned and operated businesses in The Acre during the
heght of its Irish coccupancy induded O'Connell's Bar & the cormner of Broadway and Schod Strest, the Lyons Store &
2325 Cross Stredt, Dunfey's Luncheonette a 353 Broadway, Kiernan Phammecy a the comer of Broadway and Schodl
Stredt, and the James F. O'Connell Funed Home & the intersection of Market and Worthen Srests Mogt of these
buildings were demadlished or heavily dtered during mid 20*-century urben renewd.

(continued)

Dublin, Thomas. Women Ai Work: A Transformation of Work and Community in Lowell,
Massachusetts, 1826-1860. Columbia University Press. New York, 1979, pg. 146.
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The French-Canadian Sdattleament of " Little Canada"

Following the Civil War, French-Canadians living in rurd portions of Quebec were under enomousfinancial grain

brought on by sharply declining agriculturd production. Because industry in Caneda was il in its infancy, many
French-Canedians rdocated to the booming industria city of Lowell. Though mill agents and recruiters encouraged the
initidl waves of French-Canedian immigration, by the 18705 the wel-edablished FrenchrCanadian community

encouraged their own family membears to rdocate to Lowell for work. Between 1860 and 1890, nearly 600,000 Frendh

Canadians rdocated to New England, and by 1890, French-Canadian immigrants mede up gpproximatdy 10% of the
population of al New Englanders.  In Lowdll, the number of French-Canadian immigrants rase steedily throughout the
ssoond hdlf of the 19¢ century, increasing from about 2,000 residents in 1870 to more than 14,000 in 1905. By this time,
the French-Canedian immigrant population had surpessad the Irish and wiss the largest foreign-bom group within Lowell.

By the outhreek of World Wer |, French-Canedians accounted for gpproximeatdy 20% of the city's population.

Like the Irish before them, the French-Canadians sought Lowell as a sefe haven from the financial, agriculturd, ad

economic hardships & home Thisgroup of immigrants mede the decison to migrate south, not necessily to sesk out a
better or higher gandard of living, but rather, smply, to avoid falling to alower one. Asthe French-Canedians settled in
Lowdl, they, like the Irish, moved to The Acre. Though located in the same neighborhood, the FrenchrCanedians
remained geographicdly isolated from the Irish by creating their own community, known &s "Little Caneda" which wes
located within the northemmogt portion of The Acre, ssndwiched between the predominantly Irish neighborhood directly
to the south and the swegping bend of the Merrimack River to the north.  Much like the nearby Irish immigrant

neighborhood. Little Canadawas adle to function as a nearly indgpendent community for the French-Canadian population

of Lowell. Over the next century, the established immigrant neighborhoods of The Acre and Little Caneda begen to be

stled by nemy arrived immigrant groups, primarily from Southeest Ada and Puato Rico. Inthe 19605 federdly
funded, large-scde urben renewd housing projects svepat through these neighborhoods, which were ssan as cramped,

denss, poverty-dricken arees In Lowell, as wes the cage in many cities, the urban renewd program destroyed anumber
of the city'sfinestmill buildings, as well a entire culturadly connected neighborhoods, such &s Little Caneda Today,
Little Caneda ramains a discontinuous, remnant neighborhood, that condsts mainly of large mid to late 20*-cantury

housing complexes and vacat ots. Though nearly dl of Little Canadds buildings have been logt, there are a number of

surviving dructures that represant its founding French-Canadian community including subgtantid mesonry  structures
assodated with the Cathaolic Church congtructed in the 19¢ and early 20* centuries.

French-Canadian Catholicsin Lowell

The egteblishment of the Roman Catholic faith in Lowell began with the Irish. Upontheir arrivd, Irish Catholics faced
persecution nat only because of their Irish descent, but for their rdigious affiliation, which was seen as contrary to the
mgjority of the Protestant "Yankees' in Lowell. Early Irish immigrants congructed the city's first Romen Catholic
Church, the wood-Hframe Saint Patrick's Catholic Church, in 1831, It was replaced in 1853 by the presat-day Sone
church on the same site, a& 284 Suffolk Sreest (NRDIS, 1978, NRIND, 1985). During the congruction of the origind

Sant Patrick's Church, "Yankeg' workers in the city atacked the condruction Ste in protest of the Irish Catholics

presence inthe city. The attackers, inturn, were met by a mob of stone-throwing Irish. Over the years, tendons over
religion ramained heightened, and in the 18505 "Y ankeg" mabs again attacked Saint Patrick's Church, thistime in protest
of the congruction of Catholic schodls in the city, which they conddered un-American. These mobs weare egain gregted

by the stone-throwing mambas of the Irish community. Loca newsogpars condemned the ats of violence and bigotry,
but the prgjudice and segregation continued.

(continued)
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During this period of ethnic intolerance, aleader of the Irish immigrant community was Father John O'Brien, the pedtor of
Sant Patrick's Church. Asagtrong and degply committed voice within the Irish community, Father O'Brien understood
the hardship of his parishioners. He dso undergood the vaue of education, and its utility as an agat for change Thus
he begen the pursuit of ingtituting parochid educationd facilities in Lowell. Three Catholic schod programs, serving
boys ad girls, exiged within the parish (the exact locations of these facilities are unknown), eech funded, inpart, by the
town of Lowell. The gppropriation of funds for schodls affiliated with rdligious ingitutions was a common practice in the
first haf of the 19 century with the provisos that the schod committee examine and gppoint all teechars, regulate the
textbooks and sudies, ad ingpect and supavise the parish schodls in the same manner it oversaw the town's schodl.
Unde this sysem, the parish owned the schodl facilities, but the teechers were paid by the school committee Under this
plan, the number of sudents both boys and girls, exploded from afew hundred in 1835 to more than 3800 in 1845,

Desaite the popularity of this sysem, which, in addition to educating children, saved & an early form of day-care for
parents working in Lowell's mills, the sysem failed when S. Patrick's parish was uneble to find enough qudified lay
Cahdlic teecharsthat met the town's reguirements to work within its sysem. To address this problem. Father O'Brien
invited the Sgters of Notre Dame de Namur to come to Lowel in 1852 to sarve in the parochid school sygem. The
induson of nuns into the schoal sysem was objectionable to the town and the sysem of public funding for Lowell's
Cahdlic schods wes ended.  The Sgtears sarved the young girls of Lowell, as they were prohibited by the rules for their
Order from teeching boys. Though the origind schodl building, known as the Academy, is no longer extant, the schoadl
gtill exigs and ramains under the direction of the Sgters of Notre Dame The presant school, known as the Saint Peatrick's
Paish Schodl, is currently a co-educationd facility for children in pre-kindergarten to eighth grede and is located a 311
Adams Sredt, directly aoross the grest from the Academy's origina location. With the advantages of education, the
young Irish immigrants were afforded an opportunity to earn a better living as educated and skilled workers. Because
mog children over the age of tweve worked in the mills to hdp support their families, educationd ingtitutions during this
time catered primarily to the younger children.

Asthe Irish immigrant community reeched its pegk within the city, the French-Canedian immigrant community began to
sdtle in Lowdl. Because the French-Canedians, like the Irish, were of Catholic descent, places of worship, conddered
uwdoome by may Protegants in the city, ware established to sarvice the spiritua neads of the Frendh-Canadian
community. For atime, Frexch-Canadians atended Catholic mess & Saint Patrick's Church, but desred messto be
ddivered in French.  In 1867, Bishop John J. Williams of Bogton requesed that Canadian Oblates from the Montredl
parish come to Lowell to serve the spiritua nesds of the French-Canedian immigrantsinthe city. At that time, Lowdl's
population condged of 40,000 to 50,000 residents, 16,000 of these resdents were of the Cathalic faith, induding nearly
3000 Fench-Canedians.  The Irish Cathalics hed two churches in operaion in the city, which induded Seint Petrick's
Church on Suffolk Strest and Seint Peter's Church on Gorham Stret (NRDIS, 1982; condructed 1843, demalished 1996).
The Canaedian Oblates, upon acogptance of the bishop's request, sant Father Andre-Marie Garin of the Missionary Oblates
of May Immeculate to Lowedl to found a Franco-American church in Lowell to sarve the growing French+Canedian
Cahdlic population.

Bom in Fance in 1822, Father Garin came to Lowdl in 1868 and would sarve as the French-Canedian Catholics
rdigious leeder until hisdegth in 1895, Upon hisarrival, Garin immediady purchesed the recently abandoned Lee Stret
Seoond Unitarian Church, congructed in 1850 (extant NRDIS: 1975, NRDIS: 1978) in the esstem portion of The Acre,
within afew blocks of Little Caneda, for $11,500, to be pad over afive-yearperiod. It was thefirstFranco-American

(continued)
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parish in the Archdiocese of Baston. Thefirst mess in the newly acquired church was cdéebrated on Sundey May 3, 1868,

The day marked the feest of the Solemnity of Saint Josgph, and Saint Josgph was immediatdy dedared the church's

patron saint. On June 26, 1868, the Oblates were officially etablished in the Archdiocese of Bogton. By 1872, Sart

Josgph's Church hed roughly 2400 parishioners and saved as both the rdigious and sodd cater for the Frenchr

Canedian community, mogt of whom hed sattled gpproximately ten blocks away, in Little Caneda As the Frendh

Canedian community grew. Saint Josgph's Church wes no longer sufficient to hold mess for the expanding Frendh

Canedian population. [Tothis day. Saint Josgph's Church (renamed Saint Josgph the Worker Shrine in 1956 unde the

encouragemat of Richard Cardind Gushing of Bogton) remains a religious edifice, serving the Catholic community of

Lowell.] To mes the community's nesds the Archdiocese decided to erect a prominent and monumentd church within

"Little Canada™ The loceation for the new church was positioned dong the mgjor thoroughfare of the neighborhood, a the
come of Merimack and Aiken Stredts in the northen portion of The Acre.  Condruction on the new dructure

commenced in 1889, and Saint JeentBaptige Church, which became the centerpiece of the French-Canediean Catholic

community in Lowell, was completed in 1891. Over the next century, due to significant changes in demogrgphic and the

efforts of urben renewd inthe city. Saint JeenBaptige Church eventudly became too large for the rapidly diminishing
Franco-American population that was moving to the suburbs.  In 1993, the parish of Saint Jeen-Baptiste wes dissolved,

and the Nuedra Sefioradd Carmen parish was formed. The church wiss till the respongbility of the Oblate Fathers but

focused primarily on the spiritua neads of the rapidly expanding Higpanic population of Lowell until it dosad in 2004.

Saint Josgph's Schoal

Much like his Irish counterpart in The Acre, Father Garin undarstood the vital importance of education and its assodiaion
with his parishioners suocoess in the workforce. After completion of the Saint Jeen-Beptigte Church, Garin's atentions
focused on the education of the youngest of the French-Canadian immigrants inthe city. Concurrent with their desire for
Frenchrspeeking messes the French-Canadien parishioners dso desired French-gpegking Catholic schodls (described in
gregter detall in the 2002 National Regiger nomination for the Saint Joseph's Schod and Convent). By 1876, Father
Gain indituted night dasses for working children within the French-Canadian community, presumably held in Saint
Josgph's Church. Over 800 young boys and girls atended these initia night dasses and by 1883, the Archdiocese
esablished itsfirst French-goesking schodl in Lowell.

Located on Moody Stregt, Saint Josegph's Schoal (NRDIS, 2002), named after the origind Franco-American church in the
city, provided a Cathalic education to children and presarved the cultura traditions of the French-Canadian community.
The schod wees placed under the direction of the Grey Nuns of the Crass dso known as the Sdtersof Charity of Ottava
The schod saved children up to age twelve, as mod children over that ege were working inthe mills. Initsfirst yeer.
Sant Josgph's Schod enralled 490 boys and 300 girls. By 1887, enrollment rose to more then 1,300 sudents With
extremdy limited goece additiona dassrooms were nesded. That same year. Father Garin purdhesed a private resdence
a 510 Moody Sregt to dleviate the overfiow of sudents & Saint Josgph's Schoal. Known &s "the Little White School™
(demalished), it acogated approximately 100 boys betwean the ages of seven and ten.  Even with the addition of this
ssoond schodl building, the number of sudents increased, forcing Father Garin to procure additiond goeceto savethe
community.

Saint Josgph's Roman Catholic Collegefor Boys

During this expandon period of the Franco-American schools mambars of the Lowell Schod Committee ingoected
Fathar Garin'stwo schools on Moody Street and were very impressad. According to the Commiitteg, the facilities

(continued)
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provided to the French-Canadian children were of the highest quality; o high, infact, that the Lowell Schod Committee
did nat bdieve that the public schodl facilities could ever aurpess them.  Although the two French-Canedian schodls
recdved exemplay reviews from the committee in their co-educationd format, the Boston Archdiocee wes
implementing a new single-sex curriculum throughout the Archdiocese.

In 1892, the Bogton Archdiocese established Saint Josgph's Roman Catholic Callege for Boysa 760 Mertimack Street to
accommodate both the rapid expangon of the French-Canedian community in Lowell and to implemeant a single-sex
educationd system. The Irish undewent the same meeaures in their own educationd  sysem, establishing a schod for
girls in 1882 and a schod for boys in 1882, Boys from the origind Saint Joseph's Schod on Moody Sregt were
tranderred to the newly congructed school on Merrimack Stret.

According to the Department of Public Safety card file a the State Archives, the architect for "Saint Josgph's Callege on
Merimack Street” wes Patrick W. Ford, who filed plans on November 16, 1891. Patrick W. Ford was a wdl-known
church architect who was born in Cork, Irdand. He came to Americaiin the 1860s first settling in Worcester. By 1872, he
hed an officein Bogton, and in 1896 he built his own house in Jamaca Flain (48 Pater Paley Road), where he lived until
a lesgt 1914. He completed numerous commissons acrassthe gate for the Roman Catholic Church, including Saint John
Baptige Romen Cathalic Church in Lowel (1888), Saint Augudtine Roman Catholic Church in Andover (1895), Sart
Brendan's Ramen Cathaolic Church in Bdlingham (1895), Sacred Heart Roman Cathaolic Church in Bogton (1893), Gate
of Heaven Romen Catholic Church in Bogton (1896), Saored Heart Romen Catholic Church in Cambridge (1874), ad

many more.

Built in the heat of the French-Canadian parish of Lowell, Saint Josgph's Roman Cathaolic Callege for Boys wes

extremdy successful inits earliest years, with enrollment soaring to approximatdy 1,100 pupilsby 1900. The operation

of the schod wes under the direction of the Marist Brothers, arenowned group of Cathaolic teaching brothers dedicated to

the education of young people throughout the United States and Canedar The Maist Brothers arrived in Lowell from

Caneda in 1892, a the request of Fathar Garin and the Archdiocese of Bogton, in order to run the boys school on

Merimack Strest. Though the schoal originally provided education only for those younggters up to the age of twelve, by
1907, Brother Priscillianus, director of the schooal, introduced high school-leve courses equivadent to the ninth grade into
the curriculum. He modded his high schod curriculum after those esteblished in the province of Quebec ad indtituted
applematary busness training for his pupils. In 1910, the high schodl coursss were discontinued due to financial
condraints on the parish. A decade later, the high schodl curriculum resumed a Saint Josgph's Romen Cathalic College
for Boys, ad by 1928, assoond year (equivdent to the tenth grade) course load was established with 32 sudants enrolled
for the dasses By thistime, the high schoal curriculum was dso supplemented with typing, bookkesping, and physics
ocourses Because Saint Josgph's only included courses up to the sophomore yeer, junior- and senior-yeer sudantswere

required to transfer from Saint Josgph's to the city-run Lowell High Schodl to finish their course of dudy. During the

same yea, the Archdiocese condructed the Parish Hal adjacent to the schoal following adevaedtating fire in the besament
of the nearby Sant Jeen-Bgptige Church that destroyed the origind Parish Hal goece Due to thefinancial panic

following 1929, Saint Josgph's Roman Catholic Callege for Boyswas again forced dose but reopened four years later.

In 1928, dmultaneous to the establishment of the boys sophomorelevd course of dudy & SeEint Josgpoh's Romen

Cahdlic College for Boys, the Sgters of Charity of Ottawa established the Saint Joseph's High Schod for Girls. The

girl's high schoal, which was independent from the Marist Brothers operation on Merrimack Stregt, wes formedin a
sngledassroom of the fourth floor of thegirl's dementary schodl (Saint Josgph's School) on Moody Strest. The next

(continued)
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year, the girl's high schodl rdocated to atwo-gory building on Pantucket Stret, only to rdocate to the dementary schoal
ater thefinancialfalout of 1929. By 1937, the rapidly expanding enrollment of the girl's high schod rdocated to the
Maig Brothers Resdence & the comer of Pawtucket and Moody Strests

Until 1966, the Sant Josgph's Roman Catholic Callege for Boys saved the sons of the Franco-American Cathalic
community of the city, and its daughters were sarved by the Saint Josgph's Schod for Girls. Both schodls educated the
community's young people and ingtituted Catholic idedls into their everyday lives. They continued to be independertly
run until 1966, when the girls schod was again faced with a rdocation dilemma due to the impending Northem Cand
Devdopmeant project, one of the many urban renewd efforts undataken in the city during the 1960s  The impending
urben renewvd project saved as the cadyd to combine the boy's and girl's high schodls into a Sngle co-educationda
facility, within the former Saint Josgph's Romen Catholic College for Boys building.

After the sthods combined, the Sigters of Charity of Ottawa took over the direction of the entire high schoadl, which
continued its assodiaion with the Franco-American population of Lowel until 1975. Inthat year, it was detemined that
the Franco-American Catholic Church, and, more specifically, the church of Saint Jeen-Baptiste, would no longer be eble
tofinanciallysupport the school. Thus, the schod became known as Saint Josgph's Regiond High Schodl. It remained
parochid, but wes unaffiliated with aspecific parish or cultural community.

At the ed of the 19805 the school, as part of a directive from the Archdiocese of Bogton, became pat of the Lowell
Cahdlic High Schod sydem. Edeblished in 1989, the Gregter Lowell Catholic High Schod wes founded as a result of
the closing of Keith Catholic High Schod and the merger of Saint Josgph's High Schodl and Saint Louis Academy. The
nemy cregted high schod included the amdgamation of five once indegpendently mn schodls in Lowel including Saint
Patrick High Schooal, begun in 1831 as part of the Irish Catholic educationd system; Keith Academy, esablished in 1926
andfinancedby the locd thester magnet, B.F. Keith; Keith Hall/Keith Catholic High Schoal, the Sser sthod of Keith
Acadamy and funded by the same donor; Saint Louis Academy; and Saint Josgph's High Schoal.

The marger ad credtion of Lowell Catholic High Schod was employed over athree-year period, ad the first years sawv

the high schod gperate from two campuses divided by the Merrimack River. These two branches were Sant Joseph's
High Schod on Merimack Stredt, and Saint Louis Hal on Boisvert Street.  During this period, the Keith Hall/Keith

Cahdlic building underwent mgjor renovations. In 1991, the new Lowell Catholic High Schoo completed thefi nal phese
of the marger, combining the two branches into one by moving into the newly renovated Keith Hal/Keith Catholic

building. Origindly built & an ophanage in 1912, the school, now known as Lowel Catholic High Schodl, hed a
physica cgpadity of 300 sudents within a single building. Today, the Lowell Catholic High Schod condds of a three
building campus  the Keith Gymnasium, the McNamara Academic Building, and the Main Building. The new canmpus

can now accommodate over 400 students, and is the only Cathalic high schodl inthe city of Lowdl. [t will cdeorateits

20* annivarsary in 2009.

The Saint Josgph's High Schod building, formerly known as Saint Josgph's Romen Cathaolic Callege for Boys, a 760
Merimack Srest wes dosad in the 1990s and wias briefly utilized by Catholic Charities as a loca food pantry. The
building wes s0ld in 2007 to the Codlition for a Better Acre, a non-profit community development corporation thet plans
to convert the building into 22 units of affordable housing utilizing date and federd higtoric tax credits and low-income
tax credits. Aspat of the rehabilitation, the adjoining, noncontributing loading dock structure isto be removed.

(end)
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Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the former Saint Josgph's Romean Cathaolic College for Boys a 760 Merrimack Strest is thet ddinested
on the City of Lowell's Assessor Mg # 137. The loading dock betwean 760 Merrimack Street and the adjacent building
gopears to draddle the property line, but is part of the present nomination

Verbal Boundary Justification
The boundary indudes the entire lot historically assodated with the Saint Josgph's Romen Catholic Callegefor Boys.

The property wes origindly purchasad by the Archdiocese of Bogton, a Father Andre-Marie Garin's request, to congruct
the Saint Josgph's Roman Catholic College for Boys.

(end)
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Photographs

MA_LowdI(Middlesex County) Saint Joseph's Collegel .tif

Name Saint Josgph's Romean Cathaolic College for Boys*

Location: 760 Merrimack Stret, Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts®
Photographer: Brian Graves, Epsilon Assodiates®

Dae Sgamber 2009*

Location of Negative: Origina Digital Image a Epslon Assodates Maynard, MA*
Description of View: View southwest of north (primary) and eest devations

MA_LowdI(Middlesex County) Saint Joseph's College.tif
e Desription of View: View northeest of south devation

MA_Lowdl(Middliesex County) Saint Josgph's College3itif
e Desription of View: Interior, view of man sairway to third floor

MA_Lowdl(Middlesex County) Saint Joseph's Colleged.tif
e Description of View: Interior, view of former dassoom

*Appliesto al photogrgphs
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Sketch Map
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Saint Joseph's Roman Catholic College f or Boys
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex
DATE RECEI VED. 1/ 15/ 10 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 2/03/10

DATE (r 16TH DAY: 2/ 18/ 10 DATE G- 45TH DAY 3/01/10
DATE O WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 10000041
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APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS. N
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TELEPHONE DATE
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nom nation i sno longer under consideration by t he NPS






























The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Decamber 30, 2009

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief .

National Register of Historic Places REClyI D2280
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8" floor

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed plessefind the following nomination form:

Saint Josgph's Roman Catholic College for Boys, 760 Merrimack Street, Lowell
(Middlesex), MA

The nomination haes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Government community of Lowell were notified of pending State Review Board condderation 60
to 90 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

AZNoJIMANA

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enclosure

cC. Sghen Sowdl, Lowd!l CLG Coordinator
Jeff Fugete, Codlition for a Better Aare
Edward Caulfield, Mayor, City of Lowell
Adam Beecke Lowel Flanning axd Devdopmant
Maureen Cavanaugh, Kae Myer, Epslon Assodates

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gtatemausmhc



