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1. Name of Property
historic name mwesTnan ChRisea Residential Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location
street & number rouohlv bauTdeo. bv Shurtleff. Marginal,& Division Streets. A not for publication
city, toan Chelsea BeninctonSmarP fj~ 1 vicinity
state Mn<:<s<rhiKpt". ade fif5 county Suffolk ade fPR zip code (t>]50
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
DTl private I I building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local S] district Jfie 15 buildings
| Ipublic-State e site —J sites
| Ipublic-Federal | I structure structures
| | object objects
I/ - —15 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: ~ ~ , t-; ee.-f Number of contributing resources previously
m listed in the National Register _ 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date
Executive Director. Massachusetis Historical Cenrirission;
Sae o Feded agpy ad bueau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

S. National Park Service Certification

I, hi*eby, certify that this property is:

H entered inthe National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.

| I determined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet.

| I determined noteligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
nZl other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use Downtown Chel sea Residential Historic District rhelsea. M\

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/single dwelling Domestic/nultiple dwelling
Domestic/multiple dwelling Domestic/single dwelling
Comer ce/ departnent store Conmer ce/ department store
Educat i on/ school Educat i on/ school
o Landscape/ park Vacant/not i nuse

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions) S A
Mid-19th c- Greek Revival o4, . foundaion granite; brick
Late Victorian- Italianate walls brick: wood/weatherhoarf!
Late 19th & 20th c. Revivals- Colonial Revival”

Classical Revival, Tudor Revival rocf asphalt; slate
Modern Movement- Modeme other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Downt own Chel sea Residential Historic District, Chelsea, is an area of
twenty acres roughly bound by Shurtleff Street tothe east. Marginal Street
and Mller Street tothesouth, the Chel sea Square Historic District (NR1982)
to the west, and the Bellingham Square Historic District (NR1985 tothe
north. The district is bisected by a segnient of theline of Chel sea's G eat
Fire of 1908, which destroyed over half of the original 19th-century buildings
within the district boundaries. Today, the primarily residential district of
166 contributing buildingsdisplays a range of architectural styles and types,
chronicling the area's physical and sociological devel opnent fromthe early
19th century through the post-fire reconstruction which continued intothe
early 1930s. Two secondary commercial intersections, as well as several

nei ghborhood corner stores, conplenent theresidential buildingsinscaleand
design. Mst notable of the district's fewinstitutional buildingsis the
Sliurtleff School, which served as a catalyst for residential devel opnent
during the post-fire reconstruction years. Approximtely 15%of thetotal "\
nurrtser of lots inthe district arevacant, the majority of these on smaller

side streets and alley®vays i n thesectionof the district which escaped
destruction in thel1908 fire. Fifteen of the district's 181 buildingsare '
non-contributing, seven due t o age (post-1950s construction) and ei ght due to
extensive alterations. The Downtown Chel sea Residential Historic Districtis
visually cohesive, containinga concentration of the best preserved

residential buildingsin the area, and possesses integrity of location,

design, setting, materials, and worknanship.

The density of building bespeaks the district's urban setting. Cenerally,
buildings i n the western and southern portions of the district (those areas
untouched by t he 1908 fire) occupy larger lots than do the post-fire

bui l dings; thel ot sizes of pre-fire buildings were largely determned by the
earliest subdivisionof property i n the area ca. 1846. The closely placed
arrangonent of post-fire buildingsi nthe northeastern and eastern portions of
the district, however, reflects an early 20th-century replotting of building

| ots which occurred after the original neighborhood was conpletely obliterated
by thel1908 fire. Most of the post-fire buildingstake full advantage of the

- < It 4

FH See continuation sheet
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size of their respective building lots and the passageways between nost of the
- detached buildings areless than tenfeet inwdth. The setback of
residential buildings fromtheir respective*streets i stypically associated
, Wwith sone of the district's earliest hones; these houses predate thelate
19t h-century devel opnent boomvvhl ch transformed the area froma sem-rural to
an urban nature. ?

All of the district's pre-firesingle-famly houses and cottages, as well asa
nunber of post-fire Colonial Revival three-famly houses, are wood-frane. The
pre-fire rowhouses and post-fire apartnent blocks, stores, and institutional
buildings arebrick. Several early 20th-century garages—sone conmercial and
other associated with residential dwellings—were designed tobe fireproof;
most of these fireproof garages areconcrete with brick facades.

A The district buildings areinfair togood condition overall. Alterationsto
* contributing buildings areprimarily confined tostorefronts, entryways, and
porches, with the greatest amount of post-1950 alterationevident on

wood- franme residential dwellings and one-story brick conmercial buildings.
Projecting bays on sone residential buildings located near the district's
corrmercial cores have been indiscrimnately stuccoed or clad with wood
shingles. Wile the most prevalent modification tocontributing buildings
throughout the district is the addition of alumnumor vinyl siding, a

maj ority of wood-frame buildings maintain their original shingled facades.
Recent rehabilitations of a nurnber of rov/houses and apart nent

bl ocks--primarily on Pearl Street and i nthe Shurtleff School vicinity—have
ﬁpgraded Ejhe appear ance of the overall streetscape at the center of the
Istoric district.

Physi cal Devel opment and Architectural Analysis

Wth aportion of itsoriginal buildings destroyed during Chelsea's 1908 fire,
;. approximately two-thirds of the historicdistrict area was rebuilt during a

twenty-five year period, from 1908 tothe early 1930s. The renainder of the

district, untouched by fire, chronicles the area's architectural devel opment

fromca 1825 through ca. 1922. The earliest buildings arelocated at the
"> western and southern portions of the district, thetwoareas that were largely

unaffected by destruction by fire and subsequent resizing of building lots.

Al'l but one of these early buildings were constructed for residential use.

continued
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Resi dential Devel opnent

1 Perhaps theearliest buildings i nthedistrict (ca. 1825-1840) are 40 Divi sion

Street (M #19/164), 69 Pear| Street (altered) (Myp #19/127), and 80 Pear| /[
Street (Map #19/135), al | five-bay, gable-roof, double-pile houses with -
center-passage plans. Like the Geek Revival houses that would proliferate A
through thearea i nthemd-19th century, these buildings areoriented with S
gable-end tostreet. The nmain facades of these buil dings, however, are the

" - south elevations, which face theClielsea River rather than thestreet. The -y A

result isthree houses with Federal -inspired nassi ng.

QG eek Revival buildings in thedistrict aregenerally of three types: the -

gabl e-end, side-entry plan with a tennple front; thesane plan mnus thetenple \.;
front; and t he doubl e house. Three tenple front houses, 88, 92, and 96

Margi nal Street (ca. 1842; Map #s 12/20, 12/21-22, 12/23-24), ar et he nost A

hi gh-style G eek Revival houses i nthecity (Photo #1). Part of what was , *

originally a ten- or twelve-house rowknown as "Sea Captain's Fow al ong

> Margi nal Street, each house commands a sweeping view of the Chelsea River to
the south. Each house iswood-frane, 2 1/2-stories high and three bays
across, with a side-entry plan, a pedinented gable roomw th projectifl
portico, andrear ell. Nunbers 88and96retain their giant fluted Doric
colums (oneismssing on #96), while greater alterations to#92 have A
obscured nmost of theoriginal detailing. Original corner pilasters arealso
evident at #88. The facade of a fornmer tenple front house at 68 Marginal
Street (M #12/15) has been greatly altered, but the house i s no doubt part
of theoriginal row Another pedinented gable roomappears on a house around
the corner at 9 Shurtleff Street (ca. 1840s; My #12/14). This house al so has
a three-bay, side-entry plan, and has been altered i na manner consistent with
that of 92 Marginal, with replacement shingles on theexterior and shingle
infill on the porches.

y

>
g
Vv
.”

..-"

Ttie district's typical Geek Revival vernacular (ca. 1840-1860) is a

wood- frane house, 2 1/2-stories high with a gable-end, side-entry plan, anda

heavy cornice with cornice returns, rakeboards, and an unadorned frieze. Al |

of these houses, however, have been re-sided. The buildingswith the |east

alteration nay be found at 36 Division Street (Photo #2; mp #19/154), A
50 DivisionStreet (Myp #19/155), and 1-3 Suffol k Street (Mp #12/40-41); .
altered version survive at 5 13, 15 and 17 Suffolk Street, 27 Shurtleff YN
Street (M #12/44), and 34 Division Street (Photos #2 and #3; Myp #19/153).

y'idt'yy "M, S s
cont inued
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TheDi vi sion Street houses retain six-panel doors withtransons of
Federal -period inspiration. A former 2 1/2-story Geek Revival house at

15 Shurtleff Street was converted toa three-story room nghouse i n thelast
quarter of the19thcentury, at which time thethird story was added and

virtually all of thebuilding s original detailing obscured or renoved. .

Finally, thedistrict also includes sone relatively well-preserved exanples of
the G eek Revival double house (ca. 1845). Doubl e houses survive at 25
Suffolk Street (Photo #1), 88-90 Pearl Street (Myp #19/138), and 59-61
Division Street (Myp #19/146). These houses are wood-frame, 2 1/2-stories,
with four or six bays across thestreet (gable-end) elevation. The first two
bui | di ngs have entrances on theside (long) elevations. A three-bay entrance "o
porch with fluted Doric colums i sintact at 25 Suffolk, while theporchat
88-90 Pear| has been enclosed. Nunbers 59-61 Divison Street has paired
entrance doors on the street (gable-end) facade. Another double housei s

68 Pear|l Street (Photos #4 and #5; r ~p #19/ 133), where t hesouthern half of
the house (66 Pearl) was later transformed into an Italianate nmansard cottage
(see bel ow).

Typi cal working-class housing constructed outside Oelsea Square by -

specul ative builders inthethird quarter of the19thcentury i sthebrick
rowhouse, and two early exanples areintact i nthehistoric district. O the
rowat 23-31 DivisionStreet (Mp #s 11/55, 11/54, 11/53, 19/151); nunbers 27,
29, and 31 arethebest preserved (Photo #3). These three-story, three-bay
bui | di ngs have |owpitched roofs, plain brick cornices (although the cornice
of #31 i sdentillated), rectangular stone sills and lintels, and side-entry
plans with recessed doors. The brick facade of #25 has been rebuilt, while
the two upper stories of #23 have been renxaved. The entire rowwas built on
specul ation. Another rowof thirteen brick houses once extended along the
east side of Pearl Street and of these only four remain. The buildings at 77,
79, 87, and 89 Pear| Street (Myp #s 19/124, 19/123, 19/119, 19/118) areal |
three stories high, three bays across, and distinguished from the earlier
Division Street rowhouses by their elaborate Italianate ornanment. The

bui | di ngs have bol dly scaled wood cornices, entablatures, and paired

brackets. Italianate nolded caps remain on thew ndows and doors of Nunbers
77, 87, and 89. AR
New streets were cut through thedistrict i n thethird quarter of thel9th "yINyy-

century, followingthe 1857 sale of theUS Marine Hospital and ten acres of

" SexrxnitoA A M A-Acont | nued M- AN
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property totheCity of Chel sea. Hawthorn Street, which previously reached .J
only as far south as theintersection of Park Street and Central Avenue, was

extended t o Margi nal

Street. Congress Avenue, formerly known as M ddl esex,

was extended fromits original termnus at Shurtleff Street northwest through
hospital grounds totheintersection of Park and Pear| Streets.
The newy created Park/Central /Hawt horn and Park/ Pearl/Congressintersections

the forner

eventual | y becone snail
(described later).

the smaller sidestreets of

#7), and M| ler Street

cormercial centers in theresidential district
| naccordancewi t h subdivision of thehospital property,

El I sworth, Hawt horn Place, Hawthorn Court (Photo

(Photo #8) were also created. The existing street

pattern of thehistoric district, then, was largely established by ca. 1860.
The only exception i s Essex Street, which di dnot connect Shurtleff, Ifaw horn,
Streets until thelate 1880s. (See Myp #1)

and Pear |

While brick and wood-frane flat and bowfront rowhouses proliferated throughout

the center

1875) survive.

of thedistrict

by t he 1880s, today only four brick rows (ca. 1857-

Nuntoer 12- 16 Hawt horn Street (M #s 12/4 and 12/7) is an

intact rowof three 2 1/2-story, two-bay rowhouses with brick quoins, a brick
dentillated cornice, amnsard roof, and recessed entrances. A classical
motif unifies thethree houses. By contrast, thevariety of
entrance and wi ndow treatnents at 28-46 Hawt horn Street (Photo #9; M #s

20/ 18, 20/19, 20/20, 20/21, 20/22, 20/23, 20/24, 20/25, 20/26) suggests

or nanent al

constructi

on of individual

houses by different real estate speculators over an

extended period of time. Each rowhouse i s2 1/2-stories high (sone have since

been raised toa full
and mansard roof.

three stories), three bays wide, with a raised basenent
The cornices of 42-46 Hawthorn Street are bracketed.

Paired entrances have stone lintels and ar e sonetines distinguished by wood

corner brackets.

Single entrances have el aborate bracketed canopies. Wndow

openings areeither segnental -arched or topped with a lintel. Sone houses

retain their original

slate roofs and nany retain original wood doors.

The twoother remaining brick rows are 32-34 Shurtleff Street (Myp #s 20/9 and

20/ 10) and 82- 84 Pear |

Street (Photo #10; Map #s 19/136 and G 19/137). Each

of thefour houses is2 1/2-stories high, with a side entrance, a bow and

mansard roof .

| n each pair of rowhouses, entrances arepaired at thecenter,

flanked by the bows (the bow of 84 Pearl has been renroved). Al | openings have
stone lintels, and the Shurtleff Street block has the only octagonal bay
dornmer windows i n thedistrict. The bow entrance-bow organization of themain

cont inued , -+ -
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facades on t he two-house blocks i slikely the progenitor of the(jcorgian
Revival bowfront blocks so popular during the district's post-fire
reconstruction period.

The other types of dwelling constructed inthe district i n the1850s and 1860s
was t hesingle-fam |y, mansard-roof Italianate cottage. The nost intact

exanpl es survive at 26 Shurtleff Street (Myp #12/11) and 66 Pear| Street
(formerly one-half of a Greek Revival double house. Photo #4; Myp #19/133),
with nmore altered exanpl es at 28 and 30 Shurtleff Street (Myp #s 12/11 and
20/ 7). The Pearl Street building is two bays wide, and has a two-story bay

wi ndow, a wood cornice and entablature with paired brackets, pedinented dorner
wi ndows, and an el aborate bracketed canopy. Qnanment on the Shurtleff Street
building is mare restrained; 26 Shurtleff has a dentillated cornice, proninent
entabl ature, and one-story bay w ndow, with nost ornanent concentrated on the
bracketed canopy.

The district's remining buildings post-date the 1908 fire, which destroyed
al I buildingwi thinthe district boundaries north and east of thefire line
(see Map #2). Post-firereconstruction followed the pre-fire street pattern.
New | ot sizes, however, were generally larger, resulting i nfewer buildijigs on
each street than woul d have been found there i nthe19th century. A 1914
atlas of Chelsea indentifies the earliest buildings constructed after the
fire, while a 1933 Sanborn nap for the city shows redevel opnent virtually
connplete. It is possible, then, to group the district's post-fire buildings
into twocategories: the earliest reconstruction (1908-ca. 1914) and
subsequent reconstruction (ca. 1914-ca. 1933). Typically, the new residential
bui | dings maintained a uniform cornice line at three stories and took one of
four forms: the brick apartment block, which occasionally included a
projecting two-story corner bay; the brick bay or bowfront rowhouse; t he
wood-frame triple-decker; or the wood-frame apartment buildingwth corner
bays. In addition, the district has a well-preserved four-square house, 119
Hawt horn Street, since adapted t ocorrmercial use.

A new formof multi-fam |y housing first introduced into the historic district
in the years of post-fire reconstruction was the brick apartment block. In
this description, theterm"brick apartment block" generally denotes any brick
mul ti-famly block--either flat, bowed, or bayed—he facade of whichi s
syrrmetrically arranged such that one half of the building is the mrror inage
of the other half, both halves having been constructed at thesane tine.

-y-y .- Cont i nued
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These bl ocks general |y have either one entrance or paired entrances centered
on t hefacade, end bays or bows, and richly detailed projecting nodi 11i oned
cornices. Fine exanples of Georgian Revival apartnment blocks wereconstructed
during thefirst five years (ca. 1908-1914) of reconstruction: 112-114 ?
Shurtleff Street (Photo #11; Myp #20/99), 116-118 Shurtleff Street (Photo#11;

" Myp #20/137), 120-122 Shurtleff Street (Photo #11; Myp #29/138-139), 12-14
Central Avenue (M #29/158), 64 Hawthorn Street (Myp #20/38), 144-146 Pearl ;
Street (Map” 20/63 and 20/64), and 168-170 Tear| Street (Mp #s 29/6 and i, - -«
29/6). Entrances typically have arched hood nol ds and w ndow or nanent

;generally consists of keystoned lintels. -

Brick apartment blocks with Classical Revival detailing generally date from
;  the md-1910s through t he 1920s. O namanetal schenes on these buil dings
| include stone quoins (60-62 Hawthorn Street; Myp #20/28), rusticated ground

- stories [51 Shurtleff Street (Photo #21; ~lap #20/184), 78-80 Hawt horn Street ; AN
(Myp #20/76-77), 84-86 Hawthorn Street (M #20/78-79)]), and entrances
flanked by stylized pilasters (52-54~and 85-87 Congress Avenue; Mp #s * 0N
20/ 74-75 and 20/93-94)). Departures fromthe district's typical brick v

apartnment bl ock thene include an austere flat facade with a cast concrete

ground floor (172-174 Pear| Street; Myp #29/8), panel brick designs aiid brick _

striated and/or corbelled cornices (70-72 Hawt horn Street; fylap #20/ 41 and

52-54 Congress Avenue), a block with projecting one-storyddddch (135 Shurtleff

Street; Plg #29/133), and facades with end bays projecting fromthe second and
[/ third stories only [101-109 Shurtleff Street (M #20/113-114), 52-54

Shurtleff Street (M #20/91), 155 Pearl| Street (Myp #20/67), 139 Park Street

(Mp #20/72)J.

Brick blocks with projecting two-storymetal or wood corner bays were
W'.f constructed at various intersections inthedistrict during thesecond ‘and
third decades of the20th century. The finest exanples of these bl ocks have
e pressed tin bays and all date fromca. 1908 t o 1914: 69- 71 Congress Avenue
(Myp #20/97) at the Hawthorn Street intersection (Photo #13), 100 Hawt horn B
Street (M #20/81) at the Park Street Intersection (Photo #14), and 51 Essex 4
Street (M #20/6) at the Hawthorn Street intersection. Each Neo-classical
Revival bay has a repeatingswagnotif separatingthesecond and third stories
and pilasters flanking each wi ndow opening. Plainer wood bays with sinple VT
panel ed designs grace the corners of 26 Congress Avenue (ca. 1980-1914;
Myp #20/62), ca. 37 Congress Avenue (ca. 1908-1914; Map #20/48), and 42-50 '
congress Avenue (1914-1933; My #20/73). A corner bay at 70-72 Hawt horn
street (1914-1933; Myp #20/41) has been covered with wood shingles. FTnally,

RV TTVNN A pfrfAN A continued -\
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a Medi eval Revival-styletinbay wth pseudo-half timbering projects fromthe
corner of 132 Pear|l Street (ca. 1908-1924; Mg #20/57),at the Congress Avenue
intersection .

Section nunter

VWod-frame mul ti-fam |y apartnment buildings i nthedistrict also typically '

have t he sane full-height end bays, projectingcornices, and centered A
entrances as the brick blocks, but nx>st of thewood-frame apartnents have J
one-story entrance porches between the projectingbays. The earliest A

(ca. 1908-1914) of these buildings were constructed along Shurtleff Street at L
57-61 Shurtleff (The Bartlett) (Myp #20/183), 77-79 Shurtleff (Myp #20/163),

05-97 Shurtleff (M #20/116), and 128-130 Shurtleff (Myp #29/140). Dwellings "%
of simlar constructionerected later i n the1910s and into the 1920s include

33-35 Shurtleff (Myp #12/42), 95-97, and 128-130 Shurtleff Street, 47 Congress
(ground floor altered; Ma #20/44), and 144 Park Street (entrance altered;

Myp #20/66). The only wood-frane apartment block with an extant two-|evel

porch i slocated ina portionof thedistrict untouched by thefire, at 70-72

Pear| Street (Photo #5; Myp #19/134).

Sone of the aforementioned projectingcorner bays were attached topost-fire

brick rowhouses, which for purpose of the descriptionaredefined as one-or

nore asynmetrical entrance-plus-bay wunits that aredetached, arranged ina

row, or attached toother buildings. The earliest (ca. 1908-1914) post-fire -
bowf ront rowhouses were built inthe Shurtleff School neighborhood, at 73
Congress Avenue (Photo #13; Mip #20/96), 75 Congress Avenue (Photo #13;

Myp #20/96), 61 Hawthorn Street (Myp #20/82), and 156- 160" Park Street

(Myp #20/70). Later (1914-1933) bowfront rowhouses remain at 152 and 154 Park

Street (M #s 20/68 and 20/69), and 151 Di vi sion Street (Myp #29/13). Each roe »-
of these bowfront units has the sane heavy nxjdi 11ioned projectingcornice and
Ceorgian Revival detailing as the bowfront apartnent blocks. The earliest

brick rowhouses conpel eted after the 1908 fire were constructed i nrows (51-59 j o
Essex Street). The later rowhouse units were either detached or constructed DN
as infill buildings, since fewer contiguous lots were available for sale and

devel opnent [119 Shurtleff Street (Myp #20/100), 37 Central Avenue (Mp
#20/109), 59 and 74 Hawt horn Street (M #s 20/ 83 and 20/ 42) J.

The | ast maj or type of residential building of the post-fire reconstruction
period istheColonial Revival triple-decker. Thedistrict contains several
exanpl es which retain their original detailing, such as shingle siding,
projecting three-story porches, Palladian w ndows on t he facades, and Queen "
Anne-inspired w ndows containingmultiplelights of colored glass instair
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halls. The best preserved triple deckers i nthe district are 69-71 and 99
Shurtleff Street (Mp #s 20/165 and 20/ 115) fromthe early years of
reconstruction (ca. 1908-1914); and 127, 129, and 131 Shurtleff Street (Myp #s
29/ 136, 29/ 135, and 29/134) and 51 and 53 Hawt horn Street (M #s 20/86 and -
20/ 85) fromthe later period (1914-ca. 1933). Qher houses have sustained
sone al terations, primarily tothe porches: 44, 48, 50, and 52 Essex Street .
(Mp #s 20/ 87, 20/88, 20/89, and 20/90), 77 Congress Avenue (Photo #13; /.
Myp #20/95), 37 and 144-146 Shurtleff Street (M #s 12/42 and 29/ 143). The
porches of 65 Shurtleff Street (Myp #20/166) and 6 El | sworth Street

(Mp #20/ 45) have been renoved entirely. Two incised square posts between a
pair of Tuscan col ums support theformerly open second story of the porch at
75 Shurtleff. Three buildings which are currently triple-deckers were
reconfigured from their original md-to-late-19th-century design: 35 Hawt horn
Street (Myp #20/14) and 15 Shurtleff Street (originally two stories;

Myp #12/12) and 73 Pear|l Street (originally two storieswith anansard roof;
Map #19/125)),

Institutional Buildings : : .

Resi dential redevel opnent of the area was spurred by the conpletion of the new
Shurtleff School (M #20/98). The school occupies an entire block bound by
Congress Avenue, Hawthorn Street, Central Avenue, and Shurtleff Street. Qner
of thefirst architect-designed buildings connpleted i nthe city's post-fire
years, theschool was designed by the Boston architectural firmof Kilhamé&
Hopki ns. The massive three-story brick building consists of twobuildings
(conpleted 1909 and 1912 respectively) connected by an encl osed arcade al ong
Hawt horn Street (Photo #15). The stone entry surrounds, dentillated

projecting cornice, stepped parapet, and various decorative embellishnents
crisply contrast with theschool's redbrick walls.

(ne other institutional buildingin the historic district i stheforner

Chel sea Veteran Firenen's Association buildingat 88 Ifawhorn Street (ca.

1980-1914; My #20/80). The 2-story brick building has a |owpitch roof,

brick corbel cornice, and segnental -arch w ndow and door openings. The

bui l ding design is unlike any other inthe historic district, yet is

glonpl?tible inscale andmaterials with surrounding residential apartnent
ocks.

> VAR f i -i ' continued
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Conrmrerci al Bui | di ngs : . - - - e A

No comercial buildings i n the historic district predate 1908 since the two
devel oping conmercial centers in thelate 19th century were engulfed by the
fire. Perhaps the best corrnercial buildingdesign in the district is also
the earliest, the"Park Halls" at 108-110 Park Street (1908, Photo #16;

Myp #20/53) at Denpsey Square, where Park Street crosses Pearl Street. This
Classical Revival brick buildingis three stories high and four bays wi de,
with a projectingcornice with modi 1lions and storefront at thefirst floor
level . Classical Revival-style ornament includes keystones and lintels over
the wi ngows, and contrasting quoins of a dimnutive scale on the wi ndow
surrounds.

A three-story brick block, with a projectingwod bay and modi | i oned cornice
simlar tothose on the corner bays of brick residential blocks, i sintact but
in poor condition at 22-24 Congress Avenue (ca. 1908-1914; Map #20/ 60-61).

The building's counterpart at 26 Congress Avenue (Myp #20/ 62) has been
refurbished, but the original wooden bay has been stuccoed over. Acrossthe

street at 15 Congress Avenue i sthe Hotel Stanley (ca. 1908-1913; Mayp #20/58), e N e
a plain three-story brick with" a re-sided end bay and an al tered entrance X '
door. VA
The district's most hybrid Classical Revival comercial block is The Hawthorn . "~/ |

Building at 113-117 Hawthorn Street (ca. 1914-1933, Photo #17; My #29/153), a  e—<\"y :
two-story brick block with a concrete storefront and stepped brick parapet. ;
The storefront at the ground floor has an entablature with a dentillated '
cornice and fluted pilasters between the bays. At the parapet |evel, ornament

is confined tothree panels, each filled with a brick cross-hatched pattern.

A few brick connercial bl ocks were constructed inor near the district's two
conrnercial centers between ca. 1915 andca. 1930. These bl ocks give a Tudor
Revival quality tothetw conmercial centers. GCenerally, each block isone
story high with a stepped or pitched parapet of stone or brick, simlar in
design tothe parapet of the Shurtleff School. The st epped- parapet bl ocks
havei nset rectangul ar panels [14 and 18-20 Congress Avenue (Myp #s 29/16 and
20/ 59), 124-126 Pearl Street (Photo #16; Map #20/55)J. Rowsof brick bl ocks
wi th pitched parapets have cross-hatched decorative panels of brick [2-10
Central Avenue (Photo #17, Myp #29/156-157), 102-108 Hawt horn Street -.Afy
(Mp #29/1), 128-130 Pearl Street (Myp #20/55)]. A nunber of brick garages eV -

conti nued
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constructed fromthe late 1910s through the 1920s are simlar indesign to
these Tudor Revival conmercial blocks (see below).

Q her Buil dings : [ e oV i

The only industrial building inthe historic distict is aClassical

Revival -style former shoe factory at 92-96 Pear| Street (ca. 1915, Photo #18;
Mp #19/139). The facade of the three-story brick building has a parapet with
a projecting modi 1lioned cornice, the only such roofline treatment in the
district. Wndows have been infilled with glass block at the first floor

level and boarded over on upper |evels, but original keystone and Iintel
treatments over the w ndows are intact.

e final developnent in the architectural and functional character of the
historic district is the construction between ca. 1915 and the early 1930s of
fireproof buildings related to autonbile transportation. These buildings,
generally the last to be constructed during the post-fire redevel opment of the
district, are located primarily in the westernnost portionof the district in
the vicinity of the Park/Pearl/Congress Streets intersection. There is a
Tudor Revival auto repair shop at 169-171 Pearl Street (Mp #29/1) and three
smal | er shops constructed for auto repair and washing at 51-55, 153-155, and
157 Division Street (Mp #s 19/147, 29/12, and 29/11).

Thirteen more fireproof garages, al | one-story high and two bays w de, were
constructed throughout the district between 1914 and ca. 1935. Al | of these
garages were intended to acconpany residential dwellings. Generally, the
garages are of an undistinguished utilitarian design, but tw exanples, one
located behind 152 Park Street (fronting Pearl Street; Mp #20/68) and the
other behind 113-117 Hawt horne Street (Mp #29/153), are strikingly simlar to
the one-story, Tudor Revival comercial blocks constructed in the district
during the sane period. Another garage, behind 127 Shurtleff Street

(Mp #29/136), has wood sidingand dentillated cornice simlar to that of the
Colonial Revival triple-decker house it conpl ements. The garage adjacent to
the Geek Revival house at 83 Marginal Street is non-contributing due toits
more recent construction.

IV major auto-related buildingson Pearl Street are the former Chel sea Square
Garage at 104-116 Pear| Street (1917, Photo #18; Mp #19/141) and the fornmer
Pear| Street Garage, now the G eenhouse Apartnents at 154 Pearl Street (1920;
Mp #29/4). Both buildings have brick curtain walls and reinforced concrete

o conti nued o N ey >, "iche o
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piers, floors, and roofs. The Chel sea Square and Pearl Street Garages had the
capacity for 90 cars and 175 cars, respectively. The Chel sea Square Garage /
occupies a five-sided lot and has two principal facades, al ong Park and Pear|

Streets, with themin entranceand a forner storefront along Park Street.

Mul ti-paned casenent sash survive innany of t hesecond-floor w ndows, and -y
sone first-floor windows have been infilled with glass block. Qver each

wi ndow i s a decorative brick panel. Capping the Park Street facade isa :
stepped parapet with a segnental arch at the center; beneath thearch i s the

date of the building and a wi nged wheel, signifying travel by automobile. The

Pear| Street Garage occupies a nore residential site and consequently i snore
donestic incharacter. Two »tories at thesouthern end, the building gives

way tothree stories at the northern end, one of which i stheformer .
storefront. TV@ projecting cornices run along the yellow brick facade, above

the first and second story unornamented "punched-in" w ndows. A stepped

parapet crowns the facade.

Intrusions '\ UAAANT t e oy >y

Only fifteen buildings i nthedistrict arenoncontributing, seven due to
recent (post-1950s) construction. Eight buildings were constructed dueing the
district's period of significance but have been extensively altered: 23
Division Street (ca. 1850-1875; My #B-11/56), where thetoptwo stories of

the rowhouses have been renoved; 84 Pear|l Street (ca. 1850-1875, Photo #10;

Myp #0-19/137), where thetwo-story bow has been renoved fromthe facade; 111
Hawt horn Street (1914-1933, Photo #17, Myp #1-29/154), 6 Ellsworth Street
(1908-1913; Myp #F-20/45), 35 Hawt horne Street (ca. 1880; My #11-20/14), and
47 Congress Avenue (1908-1914; Mip #M20/44), all of which have conpletely
reconfigured facades and resided exteriors; and a small storehouse at

66 Hawt horne Street (1914-1933; Myp #G 20/39), which appears t ohave a new
brick facade. . T-i<

.y- continued
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

ND prehistoric sites areknow toexist i nthe Downtown Chel sea Residenti al
District or inclose proximty (within onemle). The location of the
district at the confluence of the IVtystic and Chel sea Rivers in Boston Iferbor
indicates that prehistoric sites nmay be present. In general, however, the
potential for prehistoric remains seens low as a result of extensive

devel opment of t helocale during the historic period.

There is significant historical archaeological potential within the district.
The location of the district relative toearly settlements i nthe area plus
the preservation of the western half and southerrenost boundary of the district
fromthe 1908 fire indicates that significant sites (e.g. agricultural/
residential) dating tothel7th and early 18th centuries nay be present. The
effects of the 1908 fire and subsequent extensive repair of roads and
reconstruction of buildings i nthenortheastern half of the district

dimnishes thelikelihood for discovering significant archaeol ogical renains
there.

Archaeol ogi cal testing and sel ective excavation nmay help in docunentfng

bui I dings no longer extant inthe district. Investigationsi nthe Quigley
Park area, thesite of the burned Marine Hospital (early/md-19th century) and
one of the ol dest continuously used sites inthe district, may produce
structural remains of the hospital, outbuildings, and occupation-related
features (trash areas, privies, wells). Archaeological testing aroundthe
Marine Hospital barn extant on [ower Hawthorn Street canhelp to precisely
define the barn's date and nmethod of construction, and whether or not features
exist related t othe use of the barn. Archaeological testing in vacant |ots
in the Pearl Street and Hawthorn Street areas nay produce renmains relatedto
m d-to-late-19th-century rowhouses once |ocated i nthose areas. Structural
remai ns of the houses as wel | as occupation-related features may exist.
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8. Statement of Significance Downtown Chelsea Residential Historir. ni-strirt, nh(>l;
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

Q nationally I | statewide Fyl locally
Applicable National Register Criteria  PXIA | 1B [X~IC | ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~ A [I]B Q C dUD [ZIE [Z\F I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Arrhi tertiir<» ca. 1830 - ca. 1950 19Q8
Conimunity Planning and Development

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A . M/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Downt own Chel sea Residential Historic District is avisually cohesive
group of buildings located inaprimarily residential section of the city's.
downtown area. As anentity, theresidential district historically

conpl enented conmercial devel opment in Chel sea Square t othe west, industrial
activity along the riverfront tothesouth, andthe city's institutional focus
at Bellingham Square tothe northeast. Many of theresidential district's
buildings were built onspeculation, initially to meet the needs of a rapidly
expandi ng popul ation, andlater onto neet tlie housing needs of a city
devastated by the great fire of 1908. Bisected by a segment of t he 1908 fire
line, the district docunents t herange of architectural styles andresidential
bui I ding types that appeared in downtown Chel sea fron ca. 1830toca. 1930, a
period inthe city's history marked by a rapid rise in population coupled with
greater socio-econonmc diversity. Retaining integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, andworknmanship, the Downtown Chel sea Residential Historic
District nmeets Criteria A and Cof the National Register of Historic Places
and is inportant at thelocal |evel.

Hi storical Background *. Q, 'v-an< , *

The earliest developnent related tothesignificance of the historic district
is the 1826 purchase of property by t hefederal governent for the creation of
the United States Marine Hospital. Consisting of ten acres carved out of the
large W1lians andShurtleff farns fronting the Chel sea River, the hospital
property was roughly bounded by what ar e today Pearl, Shurtleff, and Marginal
Streets and Central Avenue (Myp #1). Designed i n1827 by noted Boston
architect Al exander Parris, the hospital was a 3 1/2-story granite building
with a hipped roof, central entrance, andendpavilions (fig. 1). Pronpted by
reports of overcrowding,! thefederal government vacated thebuildingand

sold the entire property tothe city i nl1857 (see below).2 Theold hospital
between Hawt horn and Shurtleff Streets then housed thefirst Shurtleff School
from 1857 until the building burned in Chelsea's Geat Fire of 1908. The only

[XISee continuation sheet
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original building remaining fromthe hospital conplex isa large barn on
Hawt horn Street. The city-owned site of the hospital remained vacant from 1908
until the 1920s, at which time it was |andscaped and renaned Quigley Park.

Transportation between Chel sea and Boston was inproved during the early decades
of the 19th century. The Chel sea Bridge and Sal emTurnpi ke Conpany opened a
toll bridge over the Mystic River to Charlestown (1802-1803); the Wnnisimet
Land Gonpany operated a steamferry to East Boston (1831-1832); and a roadway
to East Boston froml\larginal Street and Eastern Avenue in QG elsea was
constructed across the Chelsea River (1834). Al |l three transportation routes
over the water helped spur devel opnent of the historic district and the
surrounding area. The Chel sea waterfront becane known as a summer resort that
attracted wealthy Boston residentsand sea captains, who perhaps were drawn to
the town partly because the IMarine Hospital was there. Inthe early 1840s, the
sea captains built high-style Geek Revival tenple-front hones al ong [V arginal
Street overlookingthe Chelsea River.3 "Sa Captain's Rw was a focal point

of the early-19th-century Chel sea resort conmunity before the waterfront becane
clogged by md-century with manufacturing and industrial activities. Four of
what is believed to have once been ten to twelve terrple-front houses are extant
(88, 92, and 9 Marginal Street); one of these has been substantially altered
(68 Marginal Street).

The orientation of buildings toward the waterfront is characteristic of early
residential developnment inthe district. Inaddition to Captain's Row three
vernacul ar Federal - peri od hones face the waterfront. Nothing is known about
the builders and early inhabitants of these three houses (40 Division Street,
69 Pear| Street, and 80 Pear| Street), but the long-time owner of one house,
Qustavus A CGodbol d, was a shipsmth [isted inthe 1858 directory as one of the
six weal thiest residentsof Chelsea at that tine. 4

The construction of single-famly hones continued through md-century, with

G eek Revival dwellings concentrated primarily on Division Street (34, 36, and
50 Division), and inthe Suffolk Street/|ower Shurtleff Street area (1-3, 5
13, 15, and 17 Suffolk; 9, 15 and 27 Shurtleff). The latter area devel oped
east of the ten-acre Marine Ifospital property, and consequently was nore
renoved from the connercial nature of Chel sea Square than Division and Pearl
Streets. Historically, the Division Street/Pear| Street neighborhood
irmediately adjacent to Chel sea Square was a focal point for multiple-unit

conti nued
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"tenement” dwel lings and was nore susceptible to mxed residentiall/light
industrial usage as the 19th century progressed. By conparison, the Shurtleff
nei ghborhood was |ess densely settled and nonaged to maintain itsoprimrily
residential character, although, here too, theneighborhood evolved into one
of minly multi-fam |y rather than single-famlydwellings by the end of the
century. The Shurtleff neighborhood di d, however, include sare of the grow ng
town's municipal and institutional buildings: the Town (later City) Hall
(1835) and Hose House #3 (1835) on Shurtleff Street between Central and
Congress Avenues. These buildings and others burned i nthe 1908 fire (see

Ay bel ow). S L VMJtETVA

Reduction of the Wnnisinmet Ferry fare i n1846 and a rapid expansioni n
popul ation contributed toa boomin [and sales in dowtown Chel sea by thelate
1840s. (Ina related devel opment, Chel sea forned as an independent towni n
1847.) An 1846 plan of thelands of the Wnnisinmet Gonpany shows virtually
all lots inthe historic district (surrounding the Marine Hospital property)
plotted and sold.5 Wth the devel opnent of Chel sea Square as thetown's

A comercial core, and the budding devel opnent of industries (India rubber,
paints and varni shes, wallpaper, anong others) along the waterfront, cane the
conconmtant growh of theresidential area, which gradually shed its early
weal thy, single-fam |y inage and began t oacquire greater associations with
the working class.

Due inpart tothesubdivisionof WIliams and Shurtleff farns andan

increased need for worker housing i nthe vicinity of Chel sea Sguare and t he
waterfront, the historic district was thetarget of an onslaught of

specul ative building by private individuals i n thethird quarter of the 19th
century. Speculative building accelerated i n1857, when the federal
governnent sold the "larine Hospital property tothe newy incorporated City of
Chel sea. 6 Ten acres of undevel oped land i nthe newarea, with Hawt horn

Street as itsspine, served for thefirst time as a physical and visual [ink
bet ween cont anpor aneous devel opnents t othe east and west (M #1).

The bulk of housing constructed inthe historic district during this period
was intended for the working class, and rowhouses, both brick andwood-frane,
were the predom nant dwellings by 1875. Brick rowhouses were constructed
along DivisionStreet (23-31), Pearl Street (77-101; only 77-89 ar e extant).
Hawt horn Street (12-16, 28-46, 56-60, 64-74, 55-71, 113-117; only 12-16 and
28-46 ar eextant), and Congress Avenue (70-78). \od-frane rowhouses were

conti nued
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constructed onMller Street (1-4), Hawthorn Court (1-6), and Ell sworth Street
(1-17, 2-16, and 33-45); none areextant. These long blocks of rowhouses west
of Ifewhorn Street gave way toprimarilymnsard cottages and two-famly
dwellings i n the Shurtleff Street area. The mansard cottages especially
(26,28, and 30 Shurtleff Street) offered the working-class resident a nodest,
single-famly alternativetothetenenent-type living of the rowhouses.

The western half of the historic district, given itsproximty to the
connercial and industrial areas, was thefocus for multi-famly housing in the
late 19th century. Fewer than 20%of the hones i nthis area appear to have
been owner-occupi ed during the 1870s and 1880s. Several property onwers could
be considered anong the weal thi est and nost established businessmen in Chel sea
in the md-19th century according tothe 1858 Chel sea Directory which [listed
nen who paid $100 or nore i ntaxes tothe city that year.'' Anong themwere
John H W lkinson, a builder and later a dealer i nreal estate; Qustavus A
Codbol d, a shipsmth froma fam |y of Chel sea-based shipsmths; WlliamE
Donnel |, a house- and ship-joiner; Gecorge W CGerrish, a builder, and later a
real estate and insurance agent with the highest tax obligationinthe city
$5500+ i n1858); W lliamPratt, a carpenter; and George N Bl ack, a
non-resident who later owned a planing m |l and linber wharf near the' Chel sea
bridge to Charlestown. In addition tothese individuals, nenbers of three
Chel sea fam |ieswerenxiltiple property owners inthe historic district: the
Bennets, the Chesleys, and the Sl ades, who eventually operated one of their
fam |y businesses froma building on Division Street (see below).

0 these famlies and individuals, Godbold was the only one t oever occupy his
property, according tolistings incity directoriesfrom 1858 t 0 1886. Mst

of the above-naned owners conducted their business fromoffices in Clielsea
Square, mainly along Broadway and Wnni sinmet Street. Cerrish vias probably

the nost widely known i n theinnnediate area, having devel oped a nunber of
properties in and around Chel sea Square, including the Gerrish Block on X1
Wnnisinmet Street and a ninber of rowhouses i nthe historic district. I

The historic district was essentiallybuilt up by the end of the 1880s, and at
that time thesocio-economc nature of the area began t oundergo significant
changes. Since the early 1880s, Chel sea was connected t ogreater Boston by
trolley, thetracks of which ranfromMeridian Street in East Boston, over a
bridge over the Chel sea River, continuing up Pearl Street through thehistoric

cont inued



NPS Fonn IMOa* - . Om Appmm No. 101*00,8
(Mﬁ) A . - . - -Vl o . - . - .

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service A 1

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

-le o : . . . D =\ -e ee -
A « Downt own Chel sea Residential Historic
Section nunber Page District, Chel sea, Massachusetts '

district. Better accessibility to Boston is reflected ina noticeable !
increase in the niffnber of district residents working in Boston beginning in
the 1880s, according to city directories of that decade. However, the

;inprovenents in transportation to Boston contributedto the decline of Chel sea
Square as an inportant ccmiercial center and the attendant decline of the
surrounding residential area. Affluent residents abandoned downtown Chel sea
for nore attractive quarters inthe outlying suburban areas. Consquently, by
the 1890s many of the |ong-established property owners had sold their
hol di ngs, opening the way for an influx of the lower classes during the sane
period. N longer were real estate agents, investors, and conpany owners the

; typical owners of properties inthe historic district. |Instead, the area was
hone to, and the houses apparently owned by, grocers, peddlers, and other
tradesnen whose places of business were located inthe vicinity of the
conmercial strip between Clielsea and Bel lingham Squares. The 1890s al so
marked the introduction of inmgrants into the area. A substantial nunber of
these new residents were Eastern European Jews and |ater, in the early 20th
century, Italian Catholics. A conrnon socio-economic status, inaddition to
strong ethnic and religious presences, remained constant in the historic
district through the latter part of the 19th century. Wiereas, in the 1870s,
many buildings inthe western half of the district served residential'uses, by
the late 1880s, the character of that area had changed sonewhat. A [imted
nunber of conmercial and small-scale industrial ventures, the kinds of
activities previously confined to Chel sea Square proper, operated from the
bl ock bound by Division, Park, and Pearl Streets: the carriage factory of
John Uart (the site of 92-96 Pear| Street), the paper box factory of the Cardy
famly (the site of a garage at 51-55 Division Street), and the cigar factory
of the Slade fam |y (now the site of 47-49 Division Street). Little is

; known about the history of these business concerns. Mnbers of all three
famlies resided inthe imediate area, sone owning into the early decades of
the 20th century the property fromwhich their respective businesses
operated. Wile none of the factories nentioned above are extant, the
construction of a new shoe factory at 92-96 Pear|l Street as late as 1915
reinforced the shift inland use that had evolved in this portion of the
historic district during the late 19th century.

Chel sea's Great Fire of April 1908 |eveled nearly 500 acres at the center of
the city, covering an area 1 1/2-mles long and 3/4-mle wide (Mp #2). The
taxabl e value of destroyed property was placed at $12.4 million and other

v et “jL-'y conti nued ' eeNOATEAB-y
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city's municipal and institutional building were destroyed. Those withinthe
boundaries of the historic district included City Hall (ca. 1835 at the

sout hwest corner of Shurtleff Street and Central Avenue, Hose House No. 3

(ca. 1835) directly south of City Hall, First Baptist Cliurch at the northwest
corner of Shurtleff Street and Central Avenue, Chel sea Vter Wrks Punpi ng
Station at t hesouthwest corner of Park and Hawthorn Streets, St. Luke's r
Epi scopal Church on Hawt horn Street across from the punrping station, and
Shurtleff School (former Marine Hospital, ca. 1826) on Essex Street between
Hawt horn and Shurtleff Streets. The fire also burned a substantial portion of
the comercial district along Broadway northeast of Chel sea Square, but the
industrial area along the waterfront and portions of Marginal Street survived
intact.

Tie nrtost serious |oss, however, was housing; an estimted 17,452 people were

left homeless by thefire. " Residential neighborhoods were | evel ed,

including virtually the entire devel opment on t hesouth slope of M.

Bel lingham  The Boston ic Mai ne Railroad tracks at the northern boundary of

the burned area appeared tohave acted as a fire break, preventing the ;o

destruction of even nore residences further north i n the vicinity of-Powder
A, Horn Hill.11 The fire line can be traced through the historic district, up

Suffolk Street toShurtleff Street, northeast on Shurtleff to Quigley Park,

where i t proceeded westward through theintersection of Pearl and Park Streets

with Congress Avenue. Buildings flanking thefire line, aswell as all

bui I dings north of theline, were destroyed (Mp #22). Sone of thelots

<’E1)djI ac;:nt tothefire line remained vacant as late as theearly 1930s (see

el ow).

In the historic district, the predom nant house type destroyed was the brick

or wood-frane mansard rowhouse. Blocks of these rowhouses stood on the

portions of Shurtleff, Hawthorn, and El | sworth Streets north of thefire line, v.,.:
in addition to Congress and Central Avenues. Two-famly houses scattered
throughout the district, particularly on Shurtleff Street north of Congress,

were destroyed, as was a block of single-fam |y homes on Pearl Street between
Congress Avenue and Fourth Street.12 Several factors determined that t he

hal f of the historic district destroyed by fire would be rebuiltfor

residential use: 1) the primarily residential character of neighboring /.
buildings inthe half of the historic district which escaped destruction;

, N . h-.y j % continued ; A, stV
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2) the post-fire relocationto Bellingham Square of thecity's insitutional
core; 3) the construction of thenew Shurtleff elenentary school; and, nost
inmportantly, 4) the city's desperate need for housing i n the wake of the fire.

Construction of the Shurtleff School i n 1909 spurred redevel opment i n the
burned half of the historic district. The first buildingtobe constructedin
the Bellingham Square vicinity after thefire, this new buildingreplacedthe
first Shurtleff School buildinglocated two blocks south on Essex Street.
Organi zed as the Park Street grarrmar school for girls i n1844, the school
changed | ocations and eventual ly itsnane by 1866, when boys were first

adm tted. Between 1888 and 1890, t hestudent body, previously divided between
the ol d hospital buildingand thesecond floor of City Hall, was conbinedi n
the Essex Street building, and t heschool continued there until the building
was destroyed i n1908 1* At thenew building' s dedication on Decenber 18,
1909, Alton E Briggs, principal of Chelsea Hi gh School observed:

the Shurtleff district was surely tobe largely popul ated, as there was every
i nducerrent there for the people tobuild, sothe board wisely laid out plans
for a large and substantial building.14

The school, which cost the city $177,000,1" occupies the entire block bound
by Congress and Central Avenues, and Hawt horn and Shurtleff Streets. In 1912,
a neww ng was added t ohouse the primary grades. 1"

In order tohelp Chel sea manage it spost-fire redevel opment. Acting
Massachusetts Governor Eoen Draper created in June 1908 a city corrmssion

whi ch replaced the mayor-al dernen system of governnent and centralized
virtually all political authorityinthe city. Known as the Board of
Control,the cornmission was chaired by civil engineer and Chel sea resident

W 1liam Med intock, and included four other present or former residents:
another civil engineer, a Boston Banker, a manufacturing executive, and Alton
Briggs. 1" The Board of Control adopted a mgjor city ordinance which
attenpted t oorganize reconstruction by creating zoning, building, and fire
codes. The Board was al so responsible for thelocationof the public

bui ldings. Inspite of the Board of Control's mssion of monitoring grow h,
real estate speculation and theinterest of individual devel opers rather than
a citywide plan steered therapid residential devel opnent of the city and
especially the downtownarea i nthetwo decades followingthe fire.

OMB Approm MO. 102*00,8
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Qe real estate agent, Charles J. Donahoe, purchased and subsequently resold
nore than fortv properties in the Shurtleff School neighborhood between 1908
and ca. 1920.1" Donohoe was a forner trustee of the Metropolitian Real
Estate Association, established in 1899 for the purpose of accunulating and
conserving Chel sea properties for the use and benefit of the association's
nmenbers. Mst of the trustees were businessnmen who worked and lived in the
vicinity of Bellingham Square during their tenure with the assocation, which
is known to have continued at Ieast until 1910.1" Donahoe is known to have
been involved with the post-fire devel opnent of at |east tw post-fire

properties inthe historic district, 101-109 Shurtleff Street and 37 Central
Avenue. . <5 .

Valter MerriamPratt, a historian and Clielsea resident, observed that as a
result of the fire Chel sea would "never ag;ain ... Dbe the residential city
that itws fifty years ago."20 H also predicted: "the city has a glorious
future before it . . It will be rebuilt, bigger and better in every way. It
will be a different kind of city, however. The conservative people, wo have
lived intheir old houses year after year, although the environnent about them
had changed, will innany cases rebuild indifferent sections of the town."

That the environment of the historic district changed in the decades preceding
the fire has already been discussed. A conparison of the 1896 (pre-fire) and
1914 (post-fire) atlases for Chelsea reveals that fev/;fam lies rebuilt their
hones or even retained their ownership of property inthe historic district,
From 1908 into the 1910s, fam lieswith nanes such as Pertrocelli, Cosco,
Randazzo, CGoren, Bennett, Holnmes, Cohen, Levine, Ellis, and Butler resided in
the ol der, western half of the historic district, which appears to have
maintained an ethnic mx of residents followingthe fire. In the eastern half
of the district, however, the exodus of many of the city's natives and
long-time residents opened the way for the formation of a nore cohesive ethnic
conmunity in conjunction with new residential construction there. The
post-fire section of the historic district becane associated with mddle- and
wor ki ng-class Jews, who were either recent inrmgrants or the offspring of the
inrmgrants who had started to arrive in Chelsea inthe third quarter of the
19th century. Chelsea' s Jew sh residents conprised nearly one-third of the
total population in the years inmediately followingthe fire, and as a group
they played a significant role in the revitalization of the city. Their

V conti nued
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presence was felt throughout the historic district, which hada higher
percentage of Jewi sh residents in the decades following the fire than ever
before. Jew sh residents owned nost of the earliest post-fireresidential and
N mxed residential/conrnmerical buildings in the historic district: A Weinstein
;! et al.(51-59 Essex Street), R Kaufnan (60-62 Hawt horn Street), M Rosent hal
(64 Hawthorn Street), Sarah Rosen (112-114, 116-118, and 120-122 Shurt| eff
| Street), Israel Marnoy (101-109 Shurtleff Street), Mbses Rclroond ( 100
Hawt horn Street, 50 and 52 Essex Street), S Goldman (6ElIsworth Street), H
Levine (37-39 Congress Avenue), and Hynan Fel dnan et al . (156-160 Park Street
and 161-165 Pear|l Street).

VWhile architect-designed houses generally are not known to have existed in the
historic district before the fire, the useof architects in thepost-fire
redevel opment is commensurate with the large-scale rebuildingat that tine,
primarily inthe formof the apartment building or conbination

housi ng/ connerci al bl ocks. Chel sea resident/architect Sanuel S Eisenberg
designed Classical Revival-style buildings for construction throughout t he

Bel I'i ngham Square vicinity in the 1910s andearly 1920s; nost notable of these
are the Chel sea Free Hebrew School (1923) at the corner of Washi ngton Avenue
and Chestnut Street, andthe Executive Building (1916) at the corner of
Broadway and Fourth Street.23 Eisenberg, who designed an el even-unit
apartment buildingwith corner store at 101-109 Shurtleff Street, [likely

desi gned several buildings in the rebuilt section of the historic district,.

In addition to the newShurtleff School property, the Park/Pearl/Congress
intersection andthe Hawt horn/Park/ Central intersectionwere the only other
burned areas of the historic district inwhich housing was not the primary
enphasi s of reconstruction. These two major intersections in the district,i n
close proximty to the comercial activity of Chelsea Square and t he
reconstruction of the city's municipal buildings then underway in Bellingham
Square, were redevel oped primarily as nei ghborhood comercial space. The

" Hawthorn/Park/ Central intersectionwas |argely devel oped betwen ca. 1914 and
ca. 1930 with one-story ccrrmercial blocks in the Tudor Revival style (102-108
Hawt horn Street, 2-10Central Avenue); two notable exceptions are Classical
Revival comercial/residential blocks at 100 Hawt horn Street, devel oped
inmediately after the fire bymultiple property owner Mbses R chnond, and the
Hawt horn Buil ding at 113-117 Hawthorn Street. Wth the exception of a single
variety store onPark Street, this intersectiondoes not appear to have been a
nei ghborhood comercial center in the historic district's pre-fire days.

cont i nued
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The Park/Pearl|/Congress intersection, onthe other hand, was historically an
. area of mxed corrmercial and residential use, with houses interspersed anong
comercial buildings. In the late 1880s, this intersection contained a
bakery, Chinese laundry, drugstore, grocer, barber, candy store, and printing
and sew ng machine shop.24 The 1908 fire line bisected the intersection; a
ca. 1871 Engine Ifouse at the corner of Park and Gross Street (now in the
Chel sea Square HistoricDistrict) survived intact, but virtually all of the
remai ning buildings were destroyed. By 1914, sone |ots have been redevel oped
as three-story buildings with comercial ground floors and residential space

, above (132 Pearl Street; 37 Congress Avenue; 108-110 Park Street). Infill
construction between ca. 1915 and ca.l 930 consisted primarily of one-story
Tudor Revival connercial blocks (124-126 and 128-130 Pear| Street; 14 and
18-20 Congress Avenue) and apartnment buildings with corner stores (22-24 and
42-50 Congress Avenue).

An additional devel opment of historical significance in the |ater phase
(ca. 1915 - ca. 1930) of the district's post-firereconstruction is related to
the increased popularity and availability of autonobile transportation during
that period. The historic district wasreadily accessible by automobile due
to itsproximty to the bridges to Charlestown and East Boston, and toa
| esser extent, to the Revere Beach Parkway constructed in the north end of the
. city inthe 1930s. Twolarge fireproof garages, the Clielsea Square Garage
(104- 116 Pearl Street) and the Pearl Street Garage (154 Pearl Street), were
constructed within four years near the Park/Pearl/Congress intersection, on
lots which appear to have remained vacant since the 1908 fire. In fact, the
entire block bound by Pearl, Park, Congress, Ellsworth, and Essex Streets
(with the exception of the aforementioned 37 Congress Avenue) was given over
to the business of autonobile transportation in the early 1930s.26 The
A sales, service painting, and repair of autonobiles were undertaken in at [east
five different establishments in this block of the district. Cf approxinBtely
five buildings, only arepair garage at 12 Essex Street is extant. An
aut onobi | e show oom (140 Pearl Street) and several one-story, fireproof
. garages were also constructed in the district in the 1920s. Thelargest of
; the garages, 169-171 Pear| Street, 153-155 Division Street, and 157 Division
Street, were comercial garages and repair shops, while anadditional thirteen
fireproof garages were huilt to accompany certain residential buildings
| ocated throughout the district.

- N ) conti nued
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After peaking i nthe 1920s, Clielsea' s popul ation began a steady decline which
continued through the 1970s. Concurrently, post-firereconstruction of the
downtown residential area east of Chel sea Square was virtually conplete by the
early 1930s, with no new construction i n the historic district i nthe two
decades that followed. A dowward trend i nlocal economc conditions in the
1950s and 1960s led to a drop i n real estate prices, which precipitated a new
inmgrant influx i ntheresidential area and contributed todeterioration of
residential neighborhoods. This decline has been reversed i nthe historic
district in recent years, due i nlarge part toprivate investment i n the
rehabilitation of several buildings, anong them 77 Pearl Street, 79 Pearl
Street, 87 Pear|l Street. 89 Pear|l Street, 154 Pearl Street, 100 Hawt horn
Street, 108-110 Park StreeT, 101-109 ghurtleff Street, 80brginal Street, and
sel ect rowhouses on |ower Howt horn Street.

"nie majority of the district's vacant |ots appear on secondary roads or alleys
such as Ellsworth Street, Miller Street, and Hawthorn Court, in additionto
lower Hawthorn Street and Pear|l Street near the Essex Street intersection.
Wthout exception, these multiple adjacent vacant |ots were thelocations of
brick or wood-franme rowhouses constructed i nthesecond half of the 19th
century and denolished at unknown dates. The architectural styles of the
denol i shed Hawt horn and Pear| Street Buildings arestill anply represented,
however, along those sane streets. It islittle wonder that most of the
vacant lots canbe found i n the ol dest section of the district, that which was
not rebuilt inthe early decades of the20th century,

VWhile enpty lots areevidence of a decline i n recent decades, the historic
district has not been infilled with a great deal of new construction; of only
fifteen buildings inthe district deened noncontributing, seven are so
designated due totheir 1950s through 1986 vintage. Generally, the district's
extant wood-frame buil dings have sustained greater alteration than the brick
bui | dings, but these alterations have been |argely cosnetic and have not
obscured the original massing or architectural style of the buildings.
Al'terations consist primarily of new siding or shingle cladding, evident on
the Suffolk Street andDivision Street Geek Revival houses and t he | ower
Shurtleff Street mansard cottages, and infill or reconstruction of front
porches, evident on Marginal Street, Suffolk Street, and sone triple-deckers
on Essex Street. Only eight buildings in the district are considered
noncontributing as a result of extensive alterations: 23 Division Street; 84
Pear| Street; 6 Ellsworth Street, 35, 66, and 111 Hawt horn Street, and 47

) cont i nued
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Congress Avenue. The architectural and historical integrity of the district
as a whole reiBins strong, i nlight of the nunber and condition of extant
bui | dings, the architectural styles and devel opment patterns represented, and
the district's continued use as a residential area.

Archaeol ogi cal Significance

Historic archaeol ogical resources i nthe Downtown O el sea Residential District
have a high potential for docunenting the changing social, cultural, and
econom c patterns that characterized Chelsea' s evolution froman early rural
settlement toa concentrated residential/urban area.

Archaeol ogical survivals fromthe 17th and 18th centuries woul d help docunent
a period of Chelsea's settlement fromwtiich [ittle survives. Analyses of
structural and feature renHns fromthe Marine Hospital offer potenti al
sources of information pertaining t o 19th-century government health care and
the general practice of medicine during this period. Simlar features and
remai ns around the Marine Ifospital barn may provide insights into

medical -related transportationnethods and the evolution of emergency medi cal
transportation services. Features and remains of md-to l|ate-19th-century
rowhouses arelikely toyield information related tothe district's
concentrated residential devel opment, particularly thesocial, cultural, and
economc lives of itsinhabitants and their relationships tolandlords,

devel opers and t he town.

Archaeol ogical survivals nay also help docunent social responses tothe 1908
catastophic fire which destroyed nuch of the district and left nany residents
honel ess.
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Boundary Justification

The Downt own Chel sea Resi dential District contains an historically, visually,
and functionally cohesive group of the best-preserved residential buildingsin
downtown O el sea. The district boundary excludes residential buildings to the
east, which have sustained a greater degree of alteration resulting inaloss

of architectural and historical integrity. By virtue of itsresidential
enphasis, thedistrict isdistinguished fromtheprimarily comercial nature

of theGelsea Square Historic District totheimmediate west, the

institutional nature of theBellingham Square Historic District imediately
north and northwest, and theindustrial zone along the waterfront tothe south.

CGeographi ¢ Data

Quad- Boston North
Scal e- 1: 25000

UM Re-f erences
Poi nt Zone Easting Northing

19 332070 4694960
19 332440 4694670
19 332420 4694520
19 332090 4694660
19 332130 4694820
19 332480 4695010
19 332510 4695020
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19/ 153
19/ 154
19/ 164
19/ 164

19/ 155
A-19/ 155
B- 11/ 56
11/ 55
11/ 54
11/53
19/ 151
19/ 150
19/ 149
19/ 148
19/ 147
19/ 146

rear of 20/ 64
rear of 20/ 64

29/ 13
29/ 12
29/11

19/ 133
19/ 133
19/ 134
19/ 134
19/ 135
19/ 136
G 19/ 137

19/ 138
19/ 139
19/ 141
20/ 55
20/ 55
20/ 57
20/ 63

Downt own G el sea Resi denti al

1
Historic'IQme

CGodbol d House
gar age

Bennett Houses
® (

[
Donnel | House o

gar age
Cardy House - '

gar age
gar age

El 1i s House >
Gakes House

Sl ade Fam |y House
Sl ade Fam |y House

Pratt (later

Chel sea Squar e Gar age

\ =o' o

Uart) House
Kashi shian Shoe Factory

District, O elsea,

District Data Sheet

Street Address

34 Division St.
36 Division St.
40 Division St .

50 Division St.

52 Division St.

23 Division St.

23 Division St. #
27 Division St.

29 Division St.

31 Division St.
33-35 Division St.
37 Division St.
47-49 Division St.
51-55 Division St.
59-61 Division St.
127 Division St .
129 Division St .
151 Division St.
153- 155 Division St.
157 Division St.

66 Pear| St.

68 Pear| St.

70-72 Pear| St.
gar age

80 Pear| St.

82 Pear| St.

84 Pear| St.

88-90 Pear| St.
92-96 Pear| St.
104- 116 Pear| St.
124-126 Pear| St.
128-130 Pearl St.
132 Pear| St.

140 Pear!| St.

Dat e of

Construct ion

ca. 1840s
ca. 1840s

ca. 1825-1840

1914- 1933

ca. 1845
c. 1960s
1850- 1875
1850- 1875
1850- 1875
1850- 1875
1850- 1875
1885- 1895
1885- 1895
1895-1915
1915- 1933
ca. 1845
1908- 1914
1908- 1914
1908- 1914
1914- 1933
191 4-1933

ca. 1850-1860

ca. 1845

ca. 1890-1914

1914-1933

ca. 1825-1840

1850- 1875
1850- 1875

ca. 1845
ca. 1915
1917
1914- 1933
1914- 1933
1908- 1914
1914- 1933

MA

St at us
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Style '

Q@ eek Revival

Q@ eek Revival

Federal / G eek Revival

Early 20th c.
Utilitarian .

Q@ eek Revival ,/

al tered rowhouse

Q@ eek Revival rowhouse
Q@ eek Revival rowhouse
Q@ eek Revival rowhouse
Q@ eek Revival rowhouse
Col oni al Revival

Col oni al Revi val

Col oni al Revi val

Early 20th c.

Q@ eek Revival

Cl ass. Rev. rowhouse
Cl ass. Rev. rowhouse
CGeorg. Rev. rowhouse
Early 20th c. -

Early 20th c.

Mansard cottage
Q@ eek Revival
Col oni al Revival
Early 20c.Utilitarian
Federal / G eek Revival
Italianate rowhouse
altered Italianate

r onhouse
Q@ eek Revival
Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Tudor Revi val
Tudor Revi val
Medi eval Revi val
Cl assical Revival

Resour ¢
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NP4 Hi storic Nane Street Address Dat e of St at us Style - Resour ce
» Construction

20/ 63 144 Pear| St. 1908- 1914 C Geor gi an Revival rowhouse B
20/ 64 146 Pear| St. 1908- 1914 C Georgi an Revival rowhouse B
29/ 4 Pear| Street Garage 154 Pear| St. 1920 C Cl assical Revival B
29/ 6 168 Pear!| St. 1908- 1914 C Geor gi an Revival rowhouse B
29/ 7 170 Pear!| St. 1908-1914 C Geor gi an Revival rowhouse B
29/ 8 172-174 Pearl| St. 1908- 1914 C Classical Revival apt. B
19/ 127 o 69 Pear| St . ca. 1825-1840 C Federal / G eek Revival B
19/ 125 Ni ckerson House 73 Pearl| St . ca. 1890 C Col oni al Revi val B
19/ 126 73 1/2 Pearl St. ca. 1875 C Mansard Cottage B
19/ 124 77 Pearl| St . 1850- 1875 C I'talianate rowhouse B
19/ 123 PS Shawlfouses 79 Pear| St . 1850- 1875 C I'talianate rowhouse B
19/ 119 i 87 Pearl| St . 1850- 1875 C I'talianate rowhouse B
19/118 Ni ckerson House 89 Pearl| St. 1850- 1875 C I'talianate rowhouse B
20/ 66 153 Pear| St. 'l 1914- 1933 C early 20th c. vernacul ar B
20/ 67 155 Pear| St. 1914-1933 C Geor gi an Revival apt . B
29/ 3 161- 165 Pear| St. "71908-1914 C Cl assical Revival B
29/1 H 169-171 Pearl St . 1914- 1933 Tudor Revival garage B
20/ 53 Park Halls ; 108-110 Park St. = 1908- 1914 C Cl assical Revival B
20/ 54 114 Park St . » 1914-1933 C Classical Revival \v\ B
20/ 66 144 Park St . 1914- 1933 C 20th c. vernacul ar " B
20/ 67 148 Park St . 1914- 1933 C Georgi an Revival B
20/ 68 152 Park St . ; 1914- 1933 C Georgi an Revival rowhouse B
20/ 68 gar age . 1914-1933 C Tudor Revival garage B
20/ 69 154 Park St :, 1914-1933 C Geor gi an Revival rowhouse B
20/ 70 156- 160 Park St . 1908- 1914 Georgi an Revival rowhouse B
D 19/157 * 65-71 Park St . ca. 1970s ' RC B
E 20/ 50 115 Park St . ca. 1965 . NC B
20/ 72 139 Park St . 1914- 1933 C Geor gi an Revi val B
20/ 71 141 Park St . 1914- 1933 C Cl assical Revival B
F- 20/ 45 6 EllsworthSt. 1908-1913 . p" NC Col oni al Revival B
20/ 27 Gerrish House 44 El | sworth St . 1880-1890 ~ % C Late 19th. c. vernacul ar B
12/ 4 Qunni ngham | f ouses 12 Hawt horn St . 1857- 1875 C Italianate Mansard rowhouse B
12/ 7 Qunni nghamHouses 14 Hawt horn St . ' 1857-1875 C Italianate Mansard rowhouse B



MP #

12/ 7

20/ 18
20/ 18
20/ 19
20/ 20
20/ 21
20/ 22
20/ 23
20/ 23
20/ 24
20/ 25
20/ 26
20/ 26
20/ 26
20/ 28
20/ 37
20/ 38
G 20/ 39
20/ 41
20/ 42
20/ 76- 77
20/ 78-79
20/ 80

20/ 81
29/1

H 20/ 14
20/ 13
20/ 86
20/ 85

20/ 83
20/ 82
1-29/ 154

mm

29/ 152

Hi storic Nane
Qunni ngham House
Gerrish Houses

Gerrish Ifouses
It

Black House

Chel sea Veteran

Firemen's Assoc.
R chrmond Bui | di ng

Marine Hospital Barn

Ifawthorne Building

Downt own Chel sea Residential District,

Street Address

16 Hawt horn St .

28 Hawt horn St .
gar age

30 Hawt horn St .

32 Hawt horn St .

34 Hawt horn St .

36 Hawt horn St .

38 Hawt horn St .
gar age

40 Hawt horn St .

42 Hawt horn St .

44 Hawt horn St .

46 Hawt horn St .
gar age

52 Hawt horn St .

District

56- 60 Hawt horn St .

64 Hawt horn St .
66 Hawt horn St .

70-72 Hawt horn St .

74 Hawt horn St .

78-80 Hawt horn St .
84-86 Hawt horn St .

88 Hawt horn St .

100 Hawt horn St .
102- 108 Hawt hor n
35 Hawt horn St .
39-41 Hawt horn St
51 Hawt horn St .
53 Hawt horn St .
59 Hawt horn St .
61 Hawt horn St.
[l Hawt horn St .
113- 117 Hawt hor n
arage
119 Hawt horn St .

St.

St.

Dat a Sheet

Date of
Construct ion

1857- 1875
1857- 1875
1914- 1933
1857- 1875
1857- 1875
1857- 1875
1857- 1875
1857- 1875
1914- 1933
1857- 1875
1857- 1875
1857- 1875
1857- 1875
1914- 1933
1914- 1933
1908- 1914
1908- 1914
1914- 1933
1914- 1933
1916

1914- 1933

1914- 1933
1908- 1914

1908- 1914
1914-+1933
ca. 1880

ca. 1840s
1914- 1933
1914- 1933
1914- 1933
1908- 1914
1914- 1933
1914- 1933
1914- 1933
1914- 1933

Chel sea, MA

Status

ooOodoOO0O0 OO0

style

talianate
Italianate
Early 20th
talianate
Italianate
talianate
Italianate
Italianate
Early 20th
talianate
Italianate
Italianate
Italianate
Early 20th
Early 20th
Cl assi cal

page 3 of 6

Resour ce

Mansard rowhouse
Mansard rowhouse
c. Utilitarian
Mansard rowhouse
Mansard rowhouse
Mansard rowhouse
Mansard rowhouse
Mansard rowhouse
c. Utilitarian
Mansard rowhouse
Mansard rowhouse
Mansard rowhouse
Mansard rowhouse
c. Utilitarian
c. Vernacul ar
Revi val

Georgi an Revi val

Cl assi cal
Cl assi cal
Cl assi cal
Cl assi cal

Neo- Cl assi cal

Revi val
Revi val
Revi val
Revi val

Revi val

Tudor Revi val

al tered Col oni al

Col oni al
Col oni al
Cl assi cal

Revi val

Rev. Triple-decker
Rev.
Revi val

Triple-decker
Rowhouse

Geor gi an Revival Rowhouse

Cl assi cal

Revi val

Tudor Revi val
Four - Square .

Cor ner ci al

lusBusAuvRushusHuvRusNushusRusNuslusRuelusiusRuslusivsRuslusius Juepve)

0000 000 00 00 0 0 0 0 O



Downt own Chel sea Residential District, Chel sea, MA page 4 of 6
District Data Sheet
MAP# Historic Nane Street Address Dat e of Stat us style Resour ce
A% Construct ion

12/ 11 26 Shurtleff St. 1857- 1875 C Mansard Cottage B
12/11 gar age 1914- 1933 C Early 20th c. Utilitarian B
20/ 7 28 Shurtleff St. 1857- 1875 C Mansard Cottage o)
20/ 8 30 Shurtleff St. 1857- 1875 C Mansard Cottage ;
20/ 9 32 Shurtleff St. 1857- 1875 C Mansard Cottage ' B
20/ 10 4o o 34 Shurtleff St. 1857- 1875 C Mansard Cottage B
20/ 91 52-54 Shurtleff St. 1914-1933 C Classical Revival apt. B
20/ 99 Rosen Houses 112-114 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Ceorgi an Revival apt. B
20/ 137 It 116- 118 Shurtleff St . 1908- 1914 C Ceorgi an Revival apt. B
29/ 138- 139 4 120- 122 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Ceorgi an Revival apt. B
29/ 140 Bean House 128- 130 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Classical Revival B
29/ 141 Jones House 136 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Classical Revival B
J-29/ 142 Shurtleff St. Synagogue 140 Shurtleff St . ca. 1960s NC B
29/ 143 144- 146 Shurtleff St. ca. 1915-1925 C Classical Revival B
12/ 14 9 Shurtleff St. 1840- 1860 C altered Geek Revival B
12/ 12 15 Shurtleff St. 1840- 1860 C altered G eek Revival B
12/ 44 27 Shurtleff St. 1840- 1860 C G eek Revival B
12/ 43 33-35 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Classical Revival B
12/ 42 7 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
20/ 184 ’} Shurt | eff St 1914- 1933 C Cl assical Revival B
20/ 183 The Bartlett 7-61 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Classical Revival B
20/ 166 Fitch House 65 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
20/ 165 Harris House 69-71 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
20/ 164 : 75 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
20/ 163 QG eer |fouses 77-81 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
20/ 163 gar age ca. 1935 C early 20th c. Utilitarian B
20/ 116 Mat z Houses 95-97 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C Classical Revival B
20/ 115 ! 99 Shurtleff St. 1908-1914 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
20/ 113-114 |Yfarnoy Buil ding 101-109 Shurtleff St. 1916 Classical Revival B
K- 20/ 20 Il Shurtleff St. ca. 1970s & M
L-20/ 101 113-117 Shurtleff St. 1986 NC B
20/ 100 119 Shurtleff St. ca. 1915-1920 C Classical Revival Rowhouse B
29/ 136 127 Shurtleff St. ca. 1915-1920 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
29/ 136 gar age 1914- 1933 C early 20th c. Utilitarian B
29/ 135 129 Shurtleff St. ca. 1915-1920 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
20/ 98 153 Shurtleff School 82-88 Shurtleff St. 1909, 1912 C Col oni al Revival B

(MC#153)



Downt own O el sea Residential District, Oelsea, MA y' page 5 of 6
District Data Sheet
AR Hi storic Nane Street Address Dat e of Status Style Resour ce
Construct ion
29/ 134 131 Shurtleff St. ca. 1915-1920 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
29/ 133 Col I'i ns House 135 Shurtleff St. 1908- 1914 C - Classical Revival B
29/ 156- 157 o 2-10 Central Ave. 1914- 1933 C - Tudor Revival comercial B
29/ 158 : 12-14 Central Ave. 1908- 1914 e- e Georgi an Revival apt. B
20/ 112 --"7 29 Central Ave. 1914-1933 C Classical Rev. comercial B
20/111 - 35 Central Ave. 1914- 1933 C Classical Revival B
20/ 110 garage 1914-1933 C Early 20th c. Utilitarian B
20/ 109 37 Central Ave. 1915 C Cl assical Revival ves B
29/ 16 14 Congress Ave. 1908- 1914 C Tudor Revi val B
20/ 59 18-20 Congress Ave. 1914- 1933 C Tudor Revi val B
20/ 60- 61 . 22-24 Congress Ave. 1908- 1914 C Classical Revival B
20/ 62 26 Congress Ave. 1908- 1914 C altered Classical Revival B
20/ 65 32 Congress Ave. 1908- 1914 C < Georgi an Revi val B
20/ 73 42-50 Congress Ave. 1914- 1933 C Classical Revival B
20/ 74-75 52-54 Congress Ave. 1914-1933 C o Classical Revival apt. B
20/ 75 e , garage 1914- 1933 ¢ early 20th c. Utilitarian B
20/ 58 15 Congress Ave. 1908- 1914 C altered Classical Revival B
20/ 48 37 Congress Ave. 1908- 1914 Classical Revival B
M 20/ 44 47 Congress Ave. 1908- 1914 «C altered Classical Revival B
20/ 97 69-71 Congress Ave. 1908- 1914 C Georgi an Revi val B
20/ 96 73 Congress Ave 1908- 1914 C Georgi an Revival rowhouse B
20/ 96 75 Congress Ave. 1908- 1914 C Georgi an Revival rowhouse B
20/ 95 77 Congress Ave. 1914-1925 C altered Colonial Revival B
20/ 93- 94 85-87 Congress Ave. 1914-1925 ¢ Classical Rev. apt. bldg. B
20/ 92 89-91 Congress Ave. 1908- 1914 C Early 20th c. apt. B
20/ 47 12 Essex St. 1914- 1933 C B
20/ 87 44 Essex St . 1914- 1920 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
20/ 88 48 Essex St . 1908- 1914 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
20/ 89 50 Essex St . 1908- 1914 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
20/ 90 52 Essex St. 1908- 1914 C Col. Rev. Triple-decker B
20/ 12 Qui gl ey Park Essex St. ca. 1920s Si
20/ 6 51 Essex St. 1908- 1914 : % 2nd Renai ssance. Revival B

QAo



Downtown Oielsea Residential District, Oielsea, MA page 6 of 6
District Data Sheet

NP Historic Nane Street Address Date of Status  Style - ' "y- Resourc
Construction

20/'5 53 Essex St. 1908- 1914 C 2nd Renai ‘nce m rowhouse B

20/ 4 55 Essex St. 1908- 1914 C 2nd Renai nce rovhowse B

20/ 3 57 Essex St. 2\ 1908- 1914 C 2nd Renai ssance Rev. rowhouse B

20/ 2 sr-os ve MAL B9 Essex St. 1908- 1914 C 2nd Renai ssance Rev. rowhouse B

12/ 40- 41 1-3 Suffolk St. 1840- 1860 C QG eek Revival B

N-12/15 Captain' s Fow 68 Marginal St . | ca. 1842 NC altered Geek Revival "9

12/ 15 gar age - 1914- 1933 C Early 20th c. Utilitarian B

12/20 {MIC #52) Captain' s Row 88 Margi nal St. * ". ca. 1842 C G eek Revival B

012/ 20 garage ca. 1950 NC Md-20th c. Utilitarian B

12/ 21-22(1 WHC#52) Captain' s Row 92 Pvlarginal St . ca. 1842 C Q@ eek Revival B

|2/ 23-24(MC. #53) Captain' s Row 96 Marginal St. ca. 1842 C G eek Revi val - B

Vacant Lots (30 total)

Pearl St. — My #s 20/51, 20/52, 19/113-117, 19/120-122

El lsworthSt. — Myp #s 19/130, 20/ 28A 20/ 30-35, 20/46, 20/ 49

Hawt horn St. - My #s 20/ 40, 20/17, 29/ 155

Shurtleff St. — M #s 20/11, 12/13

Congress Ave, — Nap # 20/ 43

Marginal St. -- Map #s 12/16-19

KEY _ . D STR CT TOTALS

C.... contributing Contributing: 166B; | Si

NC....noncontributing Noncontributing: 15B

B bui 1di ngs
Si....site



MOCTH

Mg #2. Downtownn Chelsea ?>esidential District
(shaded) superinposed over area burned
in Great Fire of 1908 (outlined).

Source: Pratt. The Buming of Chelsea. 1908,



WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Downtown Chelsea Residential Historic District Subst anti ve Revi ew
Suffolk County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No. I\m\Y ]Jﬁ]%

Fed. Reg. Date

Date Due
Action:
CD resubmission .RETURN.
cn nomination by person or local government .REJECT.
cn owner objection Federal Agency:
+ appeal
Substantive Review; CH sample * reqguest cn appeal NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
iQj . n rx/< A~ y . ' Recom./Criteria
nNrpaAnn~PydIiranr JUZAMCcMMajt JMi-cecMAChy N Reviewer. '
- Ae~nnczZ-dU-Cn SANKANZAKANNG AN Discipline”
Date.

see continuation shee'

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed \X\O>NM{"AyAfyu--yuyjl-"
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification
Category B Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? *yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent 1 Ideteriorated * unaltered + original site
cn good | lruins + altered +  moved date.
« fair | lTunexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

s summary paragraph
+ completeness

s clarity
+ alterationsAntegrity
| ldates

I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below N

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph
e completeness
e cClarity
« applicable criteria
e justification of areas checked
« relating significance to the resource
« context
« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception
» other
ity

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title e

13. Other

e Maps
e Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may te continued on an attached sheet





















































































































Aoril 28, 1988

Gro Sl _

National Register of Hstoric P aces
Departnent of the Interior

National Park Service

PO Bx 37127 -

Washington, DC 20013-7127 - v

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties:
Amesbury, Lowell's Boat Shop, 459 Main Street
Barre, No. 4 Schoolhouse, Farrington Road

Chelsea, Downtownn Chelsea Residential Historic District; roughly bounded

by Shurtleff, Marginal, and Division Streets and Bellingham Square; HPCA #11031MA
Dartmouth, Tucker Farm Historic District, 1178 Tucker Road

Grafton, Grafton Caranon Historic District; Worcester, Oak, Mill bury.
Church, South, Upton, and North Streets; HPCA #11049MA

They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were

afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedber .
National Register Drector
Missachusetts H storical Gonmnssi on

B+ es
Encl osur e M1 | I9B

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, S\a”tory



