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The Hyannis Hotel is a 2^-story frame structure topped with a 
mansard roof. It is basically of French Second Empire style with some 
Greek Revival detailing in the corner pilasters and window frames.

Built in 1898 by Mrs. Rena Fair, the hotel boasted a walkout balcony 
above a full frontal porch on the east entrance facade. Molded wooden 
columns with decorative brackets supported the second story balcony which 
was surrounded by a spindle work railing (see photo #1). In 1929 during 
a remodeling project, the front porch was closed in and the entire building 
was covered with stucco. An addition on the west was also added. In an 
abstract sense, the stuccoed porch retains something of the character of 
the original (see photo #2)... A restaurant, lounge and office are housed 
on the first floor with the sleeping rooms occupying the second story.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hyannis, Nebraska emerged as a "cowtown" of the Sandhills in the 
1890 f s. Herds of cattle were brought to this small community from area 
ranches to meet the railroad for shipment to market. During this early 
period Hyannis was one of the heaviest shipping points on the Burling­ 
ton railroad line. The town was also the commercial and social center 
for a very large area of sparsely populated western Nebraska.

In December of 1897 Mrs. Rena Fair purchased a corner lot on Main 
Street and proposed in the next few months to build a first class 
hotel which would cater to all classes of patrons. By January 13, 1898 
the ground had been broken and the foundation was being laid for the 

\. structure.

In early April 1898, the Hotel DeFair was opened for business. 
The building, constructed under the watchful eyes of S.S, Sears, 
contractor, was considered the best hotel and restaurant in western 
Nebraska. The new hotel boasted a separate entrance for the ladies, 
to spare them having to pass by the men gathered in the lobby.

By 1928 the hotel was in a bad state of repair. The community, 
though, did not want to lose this commercial enterprise, so a group 
of five men decided to renovate the structure. New steam heat, indoor 
plumbing and a new kitchen were installed and new furniture, linens 
and dishes were purchased.

The old hotel underwent considerable alteration on the exterior at 
this time. The front porch was enclosed, an addition was constructed 
on the west, and the entire building was covered with stucco.

Though the appearance of the Hyannis Hotel has changed since the 
colorful era of the tierwn's early cattle shipping days, much of its^ 
historic flavor is still intact. Upon entering the restaurant and 
lounge area, photos of cowboys of the area, past and present, cover 
the walls. Whether it be a local cowboy winning the grand prize at



Grant County Tribune, December 9, 1897-May 1898. 
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a rodeo or a group of men relaxing during a recent spring roundup, 
a pictorial history of the western Nebraska cattle business is 
documented on the walls of the Hyannis Hotel. Other features of the 
decor on first floor are the designs of the local ranchers' brands on 
the walls.

Upstairs, the sleeping rooms are comfortable, though simply 
furnished, and are still occupied quite regularly by tourists who want 
to say they have slept in the historic old hotel.

The Hyannis Hotel stands today as a landmark and reminder of the 
active cattle shipping days, and the impact that this business had on 
the settling of western Nebraska.


