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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
JCprivate _ building(s)
JCpublic-local X district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal __structure

_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling, secondary structure
COMMERCEMRADE: store

RELIGION: religious facility

GOVERNMENT: town hall
EDUCATION: school, library

RECREATION & CULTURE: monument

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

MID 19 CENTURY: Greek Revival: EARLY
REPUBLIC:Federal: LATE VICTORIAN: Gothic.
Italianate. Second Empire. Queen Anne. Stick.

Romanesoue: LATE 1920 CENTURY REVIVALS:

Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival; LATE 19720
CENTURY AMERICAN: Bungalow

Narrative Description

Worcester. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
189 54 building
sites
1 .structures
_ objects
197 56 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the Nationai Register

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single dwelling: secondary structure
COMMERCE/TRADE: store
RELIGION: religious facility

GOVERNMENT: town hall
EDUCATION: library, school

RECREATION & CULTURE: monument

iVlateriais
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation granite, brick

walls weatherboard, brick
roof asphalt, slate
other vinyl

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Located in the relatively level land & the bese of Medinghouse Hill and Brown Hill,
Ashburnham Center formsa compact center concentraeted a the crossroads of Main Street (MA
Route 12) and Ashby RoadWaer Street/Centrd Sfreet (MA Route 101), with additiona
residential development on the hill to the north of the village and the main, local industrial focus
located to the south, adong Phillips Brooks. Residential development began to concentrate inthe
Center Village in the early 19" century, and soon after the village took on a civic focus,
egpecidly after the 1 Sh century meetinghouse on top of the hill was abandoned. The resources
in Ashburnham Center, constructed between about 1776 and the present day include the homes
of prosperous citizens, mill owners and merchants, as a well as the dwellings of those who
worked in the mills and village busnesses, commercia buildingsand ingtitutional buildings such
& churches, the town hall, schools and library. Despite incremental changes to individual
buildings, the nominated district taken as awhole possessesintegrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association.

The district's goine isMain Street, which extendsin an ees-west direction. In addition to Water
and Central Streets, the district dso indudes resources on a number of lesser intersecting dreets
that run inanorth-south direction. On the north sde of Main Street these include High, Cushing,
Lawrence, River and Proctor Strests Chapd dreet tekes a diagona route from Main Street
northesst to a terminus & Water Sirest while Memoria Drive runs through the municipally
owned parce of land north of Main Street. To the south of Main Street, the smdler intersecting
north-sough dregts include School, Plessant and Maple Strestls  Academy Street and its
extenson. Puffer Strest, runs in an eest-west direction a the southem end of the district.

In total the district is comprised of 202 properties, including 189 contributing buildings and 54
noncontributing buildings (of which 39 ae noncontributing due to age while 15 ae
noncontributing due to alteration). Also within the district are two contributing dtes, one
contributing structure, five contributing objects and two noncontributing objects.

In the early 19th century, Ashburnham Center was the center of businessand industry in the areg,
with resdentia devdlopment fueled by chair and woodenware factories and other indudtries.
Today there are few vedtiges of the village's industrial history; the majority of the buildingsin
the district are residentid in nature. Many are extended by wings and dls which terminate in
atached bams. The resdentia smctures consst primarily of 1 V2 and 2 /2-gory buildings, both
dde-gabled and gablefront forms are represented, and there are examples of both wood-frame
and brick construction. The growth of the village in the early 19th century favored the use of the

(continued)
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Grek Revival gyle for domedic buildings, dthough there ae ds0 examples of
Georgia/Federd, Gothic Revival, Itdianate and Sscond Empire, with fewer representatives of
late 19th and early 20th century revivas including the Stick, Queen Anne, Bungaow, and
Colonial Reviva syles.

In terms of use, theseisacluger of commercid buildings on Main Street, including severd mid-
19th century commercia buildings, a domegtic building converted to commercid purposss and
20th century commercia buildings, including a grocery store, bank and former post office.
Present institutional buildings include the Jacob Fairbanks Memoria Hall (MHC #44), the Old
Town House (MHC #60), the former Dolly Whitney Adams School, now housing the town
library (MHC #64), two churches (MHC #62,63), the former Village School, the former Stevens
Library (MHC #17), now vacant, the fire station and town highway garage Onthe south sde of
Main Street between Central and Plessant Streets, there isacluster of non-contributing buildings
including the former Pogt Office, the former Heinbokel Block, and two commercid buildings
containing a pharmacy and convenience store.

Most of the buildings in the district are s&t dose to the road, on relatively small lots that are
dotted by mature trees. The highest devations within the district include the esst and west
edges, aong Main Street, and the northem edges of the district on High and Cushing Streets.

Congimction datesrange from the late 1700s to the present day, athough the mgjority dateto the
mid 19th century. Fame axd depboard congruction is dominant dthough there ae
approximately ten buildings within the district which have brick exteriors. Synthetic sidings of
asbegtos, aluminum and especidly vinyl, cover someof the wood-frame buildings.

A description of key and representative buildings in the district follows. Contributing resources
range indate of constmction from 1776 to ¢. 1948.

RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

The earliest surviving resdence in the didtrict is reportedly the Nathaniel and Abigail Harris
House, 97 Main Street (prer-1776, MHC #94), dthough the building retains little integrity from
its original period of consgtruction and on first glance gopearsto date to the late 19th century.
The original two-story, five-bay, center entrance house was updated in the late 19th century by
the addition of asingle-story front porch with tumed pogs a pedimented, square bay with

(continued)
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decorative shingles over the main entrance; and atwo-story, three-sided bay window on the eest
elevation.

On the et Sde of School Stredt, part of the Cushing Academy campus, is another late 18th
century dwelling, which is reportedly one of the oldest in Ashbumham Center - 9 School Strest
(c. 1782, MHC #136). The two-story, dgpboarded house has a center-chimney plan, a five-bay
facade and clo= eaves The 13 width, sngle-story rear ell gives the building a satbox
configuration. Detail is limited to Smple comerboards and a boxed, molded comice. Thefront
entrance porch gppearsto be a later addition. The house a& 28 Water Street (late 18th ¢, MHC
#38) is another five-bay, center-chimney house which is goartan in its detailing. The eaves are
flush and the narrow entrance displays fluted pilasters supporting an entablature surrounding a
sx-pand door. The early history of this house is not known. It first gopears on the 1855 map,
however itsmassing suggestsan earlier date of constmction. 1t may have been moved.

Among the mogt impressve houses on Main Stret is the Josgph and Sarah Jewett House, 98
Main Strest (c. 1783, MHC #91), which is actually comprised of two combined, offset, two-
gory, hip-roofed buildings, each of which displays afive-bay, center-entry plan. Col. Josgph
Jawett opened the first sore intown in this house shortly after movingto town in 1783. All of
the entrances, including two center entrances facing Cushing Street and a sidehal entrance on
the narrow eevation facing Main Street, display trabested surrounds with arectangular transom
under a heavy entablature adomed by dentils and supported by tapered pilasters. The building
retains 12/12 saeh with molded trim. The Deacon William J. and Elizabeth Lawrence House a
64 Main Street (1804, MHC #51) is atwo-story, hip-roofed, double rear-wall chimney dwelling
with a two-story latera wing. The center entrance displays a semi-circular fanlight and an
entablature with an incised fret motif, supported by consoles. The main block retains 12/12
windows. Vinyl sding may obscurer additional detailing and the wing hes seen various
additions and dterations to itsfenestration.

Between 1800 and 1830, the single-pile, double rear-wall chimney house type was more
common to Worcester County than the double, end-wall chimney house farm. Examples of two-
gtory, gable-roofed, rear-wall, double-chimney houses include two single-pile examples. The
Andrew J. Smith House, 7 Main Street (€.1820, MHC #3) isa 2 Vi story, 5 x 1-bay dwelling
which displays a heavy, trabested surround with tgpered pilagters and three-quarter sidelights.
The building displays a lateral wing and new dapboards.  The two-story Joseph Merriam House,
71 Main Stregt (c. 1810, MHC#55) gppearsto be another early example of this house formin
the areadthough it hes seen many dterations over the years. Theseincludethe full sdelights

(continued) ;
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flanking the entrance as well as the application of duminum siding, 2/2 replacement sash, anew
front door and a combination gable/hip roof.

The best example of the Federd style in Ashbumham Center is the house & 100 Main Street
(pre-1830, MHC #92). The two-story, shalow hip-roofed dwelling displays atypical five-bay
facade and double rear wall chimney plan. Although the elliptical fanand 2/3 sidelights remain,
the enfrance pilasters have beaen dtered and a small bracketed hood hes been added. Evidence of
late 19th century dterations include the 2/2 sash and the secondary entrance facing Cushing
Street which digplays an Itdianate-style, four-pand door with arched, dongated panes The
long, rectangular ells and atached bam were recongmcted c. 1990. Other two-story, hip-roofed
dwelling which date to this period includethe Silas and Hannah Whitney House, 7 Water Street
(pre-1830, MHC #28) and the Pvam and Dolly Burr House. 13 Water Stret (pre-1830, MHC
#30) dthough both have been dtered by Colonia Revival modificationsto their entrances. The
William Petersand AnnaGreen Ellis House, 15 Chapd Street (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #79)
is arather late example of the style and is one of only afew brick houses in Ashbumham. The
hip-roofed dwelling is besed on a double, end-wall chimney plan and includes both brick and
frame reer ells.

A wdl-presarved example of the traditional, double-chimney plan house is the Samud and
Hannah Cotter Dungster House. 76 Main Strest (c. 1817, MHC #59). Stylistic detailing is goarse
but includes wide pilaster comerboards, rounded entablature lintels over 6/6 windows and the
center entrance with fiill sddightsand asimplified entablature.

Within the district, there are severd examples of 1 Vi story houses with center chimney plans,
which remained the most common style for angle-story houses in Worcester County during the
Federd Period. All of these houses are vernacular in nature and lack any reference to a specific
architectural style. The Charles Barrett House a 10 Cushing Street (¢.1810, MHC #105) isa
well-preserved example of the period with detailing which is goarse, limited to an unusud
trabeated door surround, comer boards, and a molded cornice. The 12/12 windows are of recent
constmction and replace a previous 2/2 sseh. Another example, a 7 Cushing Stret (pre 1830,
MHC #102) has ssen various later dterations including the addition of ftill-width shed dormers
and a tum-of-the-century, single-story porch on the eest elevation, supported by Roman Doric
columns with a spindle baustrade. The Dr. Abraham Thompson Lowe House, 74 Main Stregt
(c.1821, MHC #57) isaFedead period resdence, dthough with the exception of its broad 5x 3
bay massing and center chimney form, there islittle physicd evidence of its relatively early date

(continued)
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of constmction. Late 19th century dterations include the dormers with their console sde trim,
the front porch supported by tumed posts and modem 6/6 windows capped by pesked lintelswith
rounded moldings.

As aresult of Ashbumham Center's rapid mid 19th century deveopment, the Greek Reviva
dyle predominates, athough the majority of the buildings are limited in the degree of
architectural detailing. The mog daborate Greek Reviva-style dwelling intown is undoubtedly
the Charles Winchester House. 31 Main Strest (c. 1845, MHC #18), an excdllent example of a 2
12 story, temple-front dwelling, which bearsthe imprint of both the waning Federd style and the
Greek Revival style. Shegthed in a combination offlushboardand wood dapboards, the house
displays a sdehall entrance which is decorated by fluted trim with bull's eye comer boards and
an elliptical fanlight. Thetwo-story Greek Doric columns support awide entablature; a louvered
triangle is centered in the pediment. Unfortunately, many of the origina windows have bean
replaced by 1/1 saeh. Less developed, but still agood example of the Gresk Revival style isthe 2
14 story dwelling which was the former Methodist Parsonage, 107 Main Street (between 1830
and 1855, MHC#97). The front pediment is filled with flush board siding while clgpboards
sheath the remainder of the building. Other notable details include the sidehal entrance,
daborated with tgpered pilasters supporting an entsblature with partial sdelights.  Similar,
athough executed in brick, the 2 /z story Russdll and Whitney House, 15 Main Street (c. 1840,
MHC #8) hes a pedimented front, wide frieze, denticulated and corbelled comice and granite
lintels. The entrance porch and three-sded bay window on the dde devation ae late 19th
century alterations, and there isaso alater atached garage

During this period, Sde-gabled dwellings continued to be built with both center and double-
chimney plans. Asin the preceding period, rear-wall chimneysremained the most commonfor 2
Vi story dwellings. The Addison and Sussn Walker House. 16 Water Street (c. 1830, MHC #32)
isone of thefew 2 V2 story, brick houses of its type in the town. The single-pile house displaysa
center entrance with partial sddightsand arectangular granite lintel. The predominant window
form isa 6/6 sseh athough a round-topped, Italianate-stylewindow isvisible in the south gable.
A wood-frame, single-pile dwelling with similar plan, the Capt. Henry Kibling, J. House 8
Water Street (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #29) was later added with Italianate details including
brackets, modillions and a new front door athough the surround remained surprisingly
unadomed. Another dtered, wood-frame example isthe Nancy Barrett House, 21 Water Sfreet
(pre 1830, MHC #35). The bes-preserved of the non rear-wall, double-chimney, 2 Yi sory
resdences is undoubtedly the Dr. John and Phebe Petts House7 High Sireet (c.1845,MHC
#109). The center entrance isdaborated by atrabeated surround with sidelights, afluted molding

(continued) «
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comerblocks and bulbous pilagters supporting an entablature with pulvinated frieze. The
remaining detailing is limited to comerboards and a boxed molded comice with a dight retum.
The 6/6 windows are modem replacements.  The Europe and Sally Fairbanks House, 116 Main
Street (€.1849, MHC #99) isa 2 \2 gory dwelling with pedimented ends. It hes been dtered by
the addition of dormers with 2/2 windowsand a angle-bay entrance porch. The main entranceis
flanked by full sdelights and hes stickwork columns, an impressive, recessed entrance on the
north elevation displays center block and flush board siding. Another distinctive fegture is the
well-preserved wooden fence.

The double, rear wall chimney dwelling dso continued to be usad for Pl2-gory, Sde-gabled
dwellings dthough by this time, most double-chimney houses were two-gtories high. A unique
loca example of the Gresk Revival style, the William and Elizabeth Bemis House. 115 Main
Street (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #98), displays a recessaed front comer porch; the overhang is
supported by square, panded posts. The center entrance isflanked by partial sdelights. The
shed dormer isalater addition. The Jod and MarthaMetcalf House, 8 Cushing Street (pre 1820,
MHC #103) is distinguished by its half windows, located over the first floor 66 windows with
molded trim. The center entrance is enhanced by sddights with gprons and tepered pilagters
supporting an entablature.  Stylistic omament on the Levi and Sareh Corey House, 17 Chapd
Street (betw. 1830 and 1840, MHC #81) the entrance is daborated by siddights and pilasters
supporting a small entablature.  Both the Edwin Alonzo and Mary Townsend House, 5 School
Street (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #134) and the house a 64 School Street (pre-1780, MHC
#141) are ample, vemacular dwellingswith double-chimney plans. Examples of 1 Vi story, Sde-
gabled dwellings with center chimneys include the David Marshall House, 22 Main Street (1830
or earlier, MHC #13) dthough the integrity of the vemacular buildings is compromised by
asbedos siding.

With the coming of the Greek Reviva style, the gablefront form with sidehal plan began to
dominate the landscape, competing with and gradualy supplanting the sde-gable form. Within
the district, there are a least ten examples of smple vemacular 1 '/2-gtory, gablefront dwellings,
many with rear wings and somewith attached bams Modest swellings of this type are found on
Main, Water and Chegpd Strests and display varying degrees of integrity (sse MHC
#7,9,23,36,76,85,95-6). Amongthese is the Samud and Susan Howard House. 6 Water Street
(betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #27) which is distinguished by the incorporation of an attached

(continued)
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porch on the eevation adjacent to the sdehdl entry, supported by modified Greek Doric

columns. With itsunusud recessed sde porch, the Benjamin and Irene Merriam House. 7 River
Street (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #24), digplays aconcurrent interest in both the Greek Revival

style, witnessed in the full Sddightsand panded trim, and the Gothic Revival, represented in the
open, dotted porch pogs. The Ivers and Phebe Manning House. 19 Chgpd Stret (betw. 1830

and 1855, MHC #82) is a 1 /4-gory, brick dwelling with pedimented front. The house & 8

Holden Street (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #22) is a wood-frame example with front pediment

but is aso much altered. The 1 72-gory Steven Austin and MirandaMiller House. 23 Chapd

Street (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #84) isnotable for itswell-preserved front portico consisting
of four tapered, square pogs supporting a full entablature with dentils. The main entrance is
adomed by molded trim with center and comer blocks and full sidelights st in a double row.

The Eber and Silvia Gibson House, 23 Main Sireet (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #14) displaysa
smilar modest temple front, concelved influshboardsiding with comer pilasters and a pediment
supported by four Gregk Doric columns. Fluted trim with comerblocks surrounds the entry and

windows, which unfortunately have been replaced by 1/1 sseh. The George and Hannah Parker

House, 122 Main Street (c.1830, MHC #100) is another 1 2 story building. It displays a
flushboard pediment with flared eaves and arecessed porch supported by Roman Doric columns.
The house has experienced extensve modificationsover time, including the application of

Gothic Reviva trim on the dormers. The Winchester Chair Works Company House. 16 Chapd

Street (¢.1860, MHC #80) isarather late example of the Gresk Revival style, distinguished by a
front porch supported by Doric columns and a sdehall entrance with fluted trim and partial

sddights. The application of siding may obscure additional details.

1 '/2-gtory, gablefront dwellingswith lateral wings are only dlightly less numerous, and total

approximately six. These include buildings on Water, Lanvrence and Main Streets. The Beimett
House, 5 Lawrence Street (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #65) is unusud in having its ell flush
with the main block, forming a continuous facade. The smple house is abundant in its Greek

Reviva detailing which included panded comer pilasters, a boxed molded comice with returns
and a wide plain frieze. The four-pand door is framed by fiill lights ard surmounted by a
simplified entablature. Largdly smilar inits detailing is the JS. Kinsman House, 6 Lawrence
Street (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #66), located acrossthe dreet. Tranditional in style, the Silas
Nims House, 8 Main Street (1854, MHC #4) has a pedked entrance lintel which is reminiscent of
the Gothic Reviva influence and fiill-length, first floor facade openings which are indicative of
the Italianate style. The house next door is nearly amirror image - the Oliver Wilder House, 10
Main Street (1855, MHC #5) - but the Gresk Revival comerboards and comice retums are mixed

(continued)
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with ltaianate-style dements including a bracketed comice and three-part, parlor windows. The
projecting, endosed porch dates to the early 20th century. At the rear is a 19th century
gablefront bam.

Ashbumham Center has an unusudly large number of 1 12 and 2 '/2-gtory,five-bay,gable end,
central-entry houses The Otis and Sareh Metcalf House, 21 Chgpd Strest (betw. 1830 and
1855, MHC #83) isunique in the district asthe only brick, 1 /2 story example of this form. The
molded comice forms a pediment above the center entrance with partial sdelights. Thewindows
have been dtered with a 2/2 sseh but retain granite sills and lintels. A concentration of 1 Vi-
gory, gablefront, wood-frame houses, withfive-bayfacades isfound on Main Street. The Calvin
Wood House. 20 Main Street (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #12) is awell-preserved, clgpboarded
example displaying a variety of Greek Revival detailing including a trabested entrance
conggting of tgpered pilasters supporting awide entablature, three-quarter sidelights, atriangular
louvered pand in the gable, smple comerboards and a molded comice which ends in retums.
Fenedtration congsts of 1/1 replacements dthough some 6/6 sseh survives on the lesser
devations. Similar to the Wood House, the 1 %-gory Clarence Proctor House. 18 Main Stret
(pre 1850, MHC #11) incorporates various late 19th century dterations including hipped
dormers, 2/2 sseh and a single-bay, front porch supported by Romen Doric columns. Two
adjacent houses & 25 and 27 Main Street a0 bear striking similarities to eech other. Both the
Nathaniel and Harriet Tottingham House, 25 Main Stret (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #15) ad
the Charles and Susan Whitney House, 27 Main Street (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #16) are
wood-framebuildings, 1/2-gories in height with gable wall dormers on the lesser devations. A
triangular louvered fan is located in the front gable of the Tottingham House while siding
obscuresthat on the Whitney House. Both have ssen the addition of 19th century bay windows
and entrance porches. The Whitney-Russdll House, 6 gingerbread Lane (¢.1840, MHC #25) isa
1 %-dory, 5x 2 bay verson of the form which retains itsoriginal pesked entrance surround with
full siddlights dthough the door itself is atum-of-the-century replacement. The building retains
its 6/6 saeh dthough the application of asphat siding obscures detailing and diminishes the
housg'sintegrity.

Within the district, there are five 2 /2-gtory buildings withfive-bayfacades which are capped by
pediments formed by molded comices. Reflecting the transition from the Federd to the Greek
Revival gyles isthe Jrome and Mary Fogler House, 49 Main Sfreet (¢.1830, MHC #48) which
retains a Federd-gyle entrance condsting of a Sx-pand door surrounded by half-siddlights and
tapered pilasters supporting an entablature above an elliptical fanlight. Adjacent to the Federd
syle entrance is an early 20th century glass-and-pand door with storefront window. Despiteits

(continued)
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partial conversionto commercid use as an auto sarvice dation sometime after 1933 and the
application of vinyl siding, the 2 %-gory building still retains condderable integrity including
6/6 ssehwith molded trim. The Charles Wilder and EImira Whitney House, 35 Main Street
(betw. 1830 and 1885, MHC #46) isdso dapboarded and retains its 6/6 seeh. The single-bay
entrance porch dates to the tum-of-the-century and is supported by paired Doric columnswhich
support asmal pediment. Of the three brick examples, the Dr. Merrick and Fanny Wallace
House. 20 Water Sireet (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #34) isthe only one constmcted as a single-
family resdence. The center entrance hes partial sddights with apanded gpron surmounted by
agranite lintel and fenestration conssts of 6/6 doublehung sseh with wood lintels and sills.
Thereisabrick, sngle-story ell a therear. The Asshd and Mary Corey House. 33 Main Street
(betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #45) isthe only Greek Revival duplexin Ashbumham. The brick
house actually consgs of two, single-pile, Sde-gable, 2 '/2-gory,five-bay,center-entry
resdencesjoined back-to-back ad oriented perpendicular to the sreet, with aframe addition.
Thebuilding isadomed by a corbelled and denticulated brick comice. The eest entrance, which
gopears to be the origina entry, has been somewhat modified with the original sddights
replaced by 4/4 doublehung ssgh which flank afive-paneldoor. The entrance is sheltered by a
flat-roofed porch supported by Roman Doric columns. The west entrance gppears to be a 20th
century ateration and consds of an additionalfive-panel doorflankedby full sdelights and
sheltered by apedimented porch supported by Roman Doric columnswhich are echoed by
ample pilasters. The sills and lintels are of rock-faced granite. The Naukeag Cotton Mill
Housing, 554 Water Street (1849, MHC #43), with its Sx-bay facade, is an oversgzed eaboration
of the wide gable, center-entry houseform, built as an gpartment housefor mill workers. The
corbeled brick comice formsapedimented gable. The dua center entries are recessed under
granite lintels and areflankedby full-length sde lights. The original windows have been
replaced by 1/1 sseh and display granite sills and lintels.

On Main Street there is a dugter of reddences which all display gablefronts with sidehdl

entrances and all bear the imprint of the Gothic Revival style. The Dr. William Stone House, 72
Main Street (1844, MHC #56) is abrick cottage which demondrates the Gothic influence inthe
pointed arch louvered fans which are placed over the windows, now containing a replacement
saah. The projecting eavesend in retum and the sidehall enfrance isflankedby fiill sidelights, in
keeping with the Gregk Reviva style. Across the dredt, the Franklin Russdll House, 69 Main

Street (¢.1865, MHC #54) isa 1-story housewith a small, lateral ell. Evidence of the Gothic

Reviva includesthe stegply-pitched gable roof with projecting eaves the gable wall dormer with

decorative raking including trefoil cutouts, gable windowswith Gothic-arched shutters and the
Gothic points capping the panded pilagters. Thethree-sded bay window and hipped roof door

(continued)
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hood supported by decorative consoles are Itadianate-style features. Despite the application of
vinyl siding and aterations to the sidehall entrance, the Ohio and Mary Whitney House. 68 Main
Street (.1855, MHC #53) incorporates steeply-pitched crass gables on the main block and board
and batten siding and gingerbreed trim on the segmented dormers of the attached bam. Another
wood-frame Gothic cottage is the George C. Winchester Chair Works Company House, 12
Chapd Stret (c.1860, MHC #78), a 1 '/2-dory sidewall dwelling with lateral wing. Gothic
Revival dements include steeply-pitched wall dormers on the lateral wing, filled with pesked
windows and matching shutters.  Square porch postswith arched brackets support the wing porch
roof and peeked window lintels cgp the windows on the main block. The sdehdl entrance
containing a four-panel door is caoped by a gable-roofed hood with decorative tmss.  Other
houses which display some Gothic influence including gable wall dormers, pesked window
lintels and/or quatrefoil-shaped dentils include the Thomas and Julia Choate House, 4 Main
Street (¢.1850, MHC #2), which lost its bracketed comice, and the house a 2 Lawrence Street
(c.1850, MHC #53). The Adams and Taylor House. 31 Water Street (c.1840, MHC #39)
originally displayed extensve Gothic Reviva detailing including pointed arch pands above the
windows but this has unfortunately all been removed.

The Italianate style, another architectural style mode which was popular a the mid 19th century,
is evidenced in severd buildings in Ashbumham Center.  Among the more formal Itdianate
buildings isthe Clarence and Almira Proctor House, 8 Proctor Street (c¢.1864, MHC #19). The
two-story, 3x 2 bay house is cgpped by a low-pitched gable roof with a wide overhang and
central belvedere. The siddlit entrance is shdtered by aflat-roofed porch supported by paired
quarer pogts with an entablature st above segmented arches. Aluminum siding obscures the
original sheathing and additional decorative details. The gablefront house form remained
popular throughout the mid 19th century and Italianate details were gpplied to a number of
vemecular dwellings in the Center. The William and Anna Ellis House. 12 Central Street
(c.1860, MHC #118) is a 2 '/2-gory gablefront dwelling which is goarse in its decoration but
displays a porch which is quite smilar to the of the Proctor House, 8 Proctor Sfreet (¢.1860,
MHC #19). Itdianate-style door hoods supported by daborate brackets and pendants are notable
on saverd housesinthe areaincluding the Dr. Charles L. Fierce House. 15 Central Street (170,
MHC #121); the house a 46 Water Street (by 1855, MHC #42); and the Henry Newell House. 22
Proctor Street (¢.1870, MHC #20) which includes a period, five-panel door with eongated,
rectangular, glass pands. The William Willoughby House, 5 Cushing Strest (¢.1870, MHC
#101) is notable for the paired brackets supporting the comice retums and for the bold brackets
with pendants on the door hood.The Elliott Maynard House, 106 Main Sfreet (c.1870, MHC #93)

(continued)
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isavemacular 1'/2-gory, gablefront dwelling with and entrance adomed by Italianate brackets
supporting ahood above a four-panel door with eongated round-topped upper pands. Adjacent
is a rectangular, single-story bay window. A smilar window is ssen on the George C.
Winchester Chair Works Company House, 17 Lawrence Street (¢.1860, MHC #73) dthough here
the bay window is incorporated into an entry porch displaying square posts on pedegtas with
jigsawn baugers. Another company house of the same era & 39 Water Stret (¢.1860, MHC
#40) hes an daborately detailed, Itaianate entry porch supported by square posts on beses
topped by jigsawn brackets with a bracketed porch comice, double-doored entrance and parlor
windows. (See ds0 12 Lawrence Stret, MHC #70 and 15 Lawrence Street, MHC #71). On till
other houses, Itdianate door hoods were added to earlier dwellings, s is the case of the James
Leamed House. 90 Main Street (pre-1830, MHC #39).

A handful of Sscond Empire-style dwellings were erected in Ashbumham Center inthe mid to
late 19th century. The most high-style of these is the Ohio and Mary Whitney House, 16
Fegssant Srest (¢.1870, MHC #132) which displays with textbook accuracy the major
characterigtics of the style. The two-story building is capped by a straight-sded mansard roof
with a central three-story pavilion adomed by iron cresting. Geable dormers are decorated by
tmsswork, jigsawn scrolls and other mill work. The bracketed comice is paired a the comers
and a variety of lintels cgp the windows. Rectangular bay windows flank the entrance porch
which is supported by chamfered pods on pededds The doubleleaved front doors have
dongated glass pands. ThisVictorian dwelling displays a high degree of integrity as doesthe
atached carriage house which echoes many of the stylistic details of the main house. TheDr.
Alonzo and Elizabeth Stickney House, 8 Lawrence Strest (1875, MHC #67) is a sngle-gory
dwelling which is capped by a sraight-sided mansard roof with a square entrance tower. The
unique, ogee-shgped dormers are echoed in an ogee motif in the panded comer pilasters. The
wraparound porch with Roman Doric columns is atum-of-the-century ateration; the integrity of
the building is undermined by the application of siding and dterations to the bam. The Elbridge
Stimson House, 18 Centra Street (¢.1860, MHC #122) is atwo-story example of the style, o
with a straight-sded mansard roof Despite the application of adoestos siding, the house retains
important Second Empire details expresssd in vemacular form including dormers with scrolls,
molded roof curbs, chamfered porch pogts and a double-doored entrance. The amalest and mogt
modestly-detailed of the Sscond Empire houses in Ashbumham Center is the Smeon Merritt
House, 9 High Sireet (betw. 1830 and 1855, MHC #111). Given the house's supposed early date
of constmction, the mansard roof would gppeear to be a later ateration which was accompanied
by gabled dormers with scrollwork, the flat-roofed door hood supported by heavy brackets with
pendants, the 2/2 windows and the four-door pand with etched glass upper pands. Other cases

(continued)
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in which earlier dwellings were updated with a mansard roof include the Dr. Nathaniel Peirce
House. 88 Main Street (c.1832, MHC #388) and the Col. Jehid and PriscillaWatkins House. 17
Main Street (pre-1830, MHC #10). Both gpparently originated as two-story dwellingswith five
bay facades. On the latter house, the Itdianate entrances including bracketed door hoods are
contemporary with the aterations to the roof line.

The Second Methodist Parsonage. 6 Flessant Street (1883, MHC #127) is the only Stick Style
resdence inthe district. The 2 '/2-gory building displays an L-shgped plan and severd dements
of the style including sawtooth mill work, asymmetrical cross gableswith flush board siding, and
brackets There are two good examples of the Quean Anne style in Ashbumham Center, both on
Fessant Street. The house a 15 Plessant Street (betw. 1886 and 1898, MHC #131) isa 2 '/2-
dory, gablefront resdence with an asymmetrica, polygona tower capped by a conica roof.
Other features typical of the style include the contrast between the fish-scale shingles and
clgpboard sheathing and the wraparound porch with tumed posts. The dde-gabled Nathan and
Mary Eaton House. 12 Plegsant (betw. 1857 and 1870, MHC #129) incorporetes a three-story
polygonal, engaged Queen Anne-style tower which was added after 1886 and bears some
ressmblance to that a 15 Pleesant Sfreet (MHC #131). The house dso displays a band of
octagond shingles between dories and filling the dde pediments, a wragparound porch with
guare pods on the first floor with a geometric stick bdudrade, and a tum-of-the-century,
second-gory porch with triple, Doric columns. Vemacular buildings which display some
dements of the Stick and Queen Anne styles include the Herbert and Jennie Merriam House. 9
Fessant Street (.1885, MHC #128), a 2 '/2-gory gablefront dwelling which incorporates a two-
dory rectangular bay window adjacent to the entrance displaying a Queen Arme window and
shdtered by a flat door hood supported by braces. The laterd wing is fronted by atwo-story
porch, supported by square postswith jigsawn brackets and a geometric railing.

Vemacular, 1'/2-gory, gablefront dwellings continued to be built into the late 18th century, with

detailing often limited to front porches supported by tumed pogs. The Chester and Lucy Gde
House. 24 Chapd Street (1886, MHC #86) isawell presarved 1 '/2-gory dwelling displaying a
ddehall plan. Its gablefront is gpanned by a single-story porch supported by square posts with

jigsawn brackets. During this period, porches with tumed pods and jigsawn details were dso

added to earlier dwellings as was the casewith the Winchester Chair Works Company House, 11

Centrd Street (after 1857, MHC #117); the Congregational Church Parsonege, 9 Lawrence
Street (betw. 1857 and 1870, MHC #68); and the Julia Cushing House, 14 Central Street (betw.

1857 and 1870, MHC #120), which dso displays a Queen Anne, wood-pand door with a large,

quarer glasspanel. The dde porch on the vemacular Gresk Revival-style, Seoond Rev. Josah

(continued)
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and Elvira Crosby House 13 Centrd Street (1857, MHC #119) was aso replaced with tumed
pogswith knobs in the late 19th century.

Within the digtrict there are ds0 severd groupings of 19th “nd early 20th century worker
housing which digplays little in the way of stylistic detailing. Modest factory housing is found
on Centrd and Puffer Stredts (1855-1917, MHC #114, 295-304), condgting of 1 '/2-dory, dde
oriented dwellings (23 Centra Strest (MHC #114); 4 Puffer Strest (MHC #295); and 8 Puffer
Strest (MHC #297); 1 '/2-gory, Sdehal vemacular dwellings 6 Puffer Strest (MHC #296), 10
Puffer Street (MHC #298) and 12 Puffer Stret (MHC #299)) and later duplexes cgpped by
jerkinhead roofs (15 Puffer Strest (MHC #302), 17 Puffer Strest (MHC #303) and 19 Puffer
Sfreet (MHC #304)). Most of the houseson the west end of Puffer Street (south sde) were built
in 1869. Additional dusters of Winchester Company mill houses dating to the mid 19th century
are found on Water and Holden Strests.

Relatively little new reddentia constmction took place in the district during the early 20th
century. The housea 8 High Street (c. 1900-10, MHC #110) bearsthe imprint of both the Four-
square house form and the Colonial Reviva style. The two-story, 4x 4 bay dwelling is capped
by a geeply pitched pyramidal roof, dthough it lacks the demarcation between sories and the
full-width porch which are common to the Four-Square form. The single-bay offcenter entrance
porch is supported by Roman Doric columns and supports a bacony on the sscond story.
Windows contain 2/2 saah; there are lipped lintels on the first floor openings while those on the
seoond floor extend to the smple frieze. The Rev. George and Frances Hardy House. 82 Main
Street (€.1905, MHC #61) is a unique dwelling which combines dements of the Shingle and
Bungdow styles. The house is sheathed in wood shingles above afieldstone foundation and
digplays an asymmetrica front combining gable and gambrd dopes The sweeping rooflineis
punctuated by crossgaebles and digplays awide overhang which shdtersthe porch on the westem
eevation. The recessed, wraparound porch incorporates both open and endosad sectionsand is
supported byfieldstonepiers and squat, Doric columns resting offieldstonebases and capped by
overszed brackets or rafters. The varied fenestration includes square 3/3 fixed light, 6/1 and 1/1
doublehung sash, which may be in pairs, in bands or combinations with windows of differing
Szeand type. A more modest and typical bungalow isvisible & 28 Chapd Sireet (¢.1910, MHC
#87). The sngle-story dwelling is cgoped by a low-pitched, hipped roof displaying exposed
rafters with a shed dormer rising from the front dope. The full-width front porch has been
enclosed and is supported by tapered columns. The house a 112 Main Street (c. 1920) isa
wood-shingled dwelling capped by a hip porch and resting on a cobblestone foundation. Across
the dreet a 111 Main Strest (c. 1920) is an additiona building, aso congmcted & the same
time, but in the Dutch Colonia style. Typical of the style, the 1 '/2-gory dwelling is sheethed in

(continued)
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wide boards with a gambrd roof, cobblestone foundation and a front porch supported by
cdustered Roman Doric columns. The Felix Bachman House, 28 Main Streat (1940) is aCgpe
Cod-gtyle dwelling built onthe former dte of the Charles Winchester house.

NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

The earliest extant public building (retaining its integrity) in Ashbumham Center is the Old
Town Hall, 77 Main Street (1838, MHC #60) which was congmcted using materias from the
sacond meetinghouse, erected on Medtinghouse Hill in 1791. The present building is a modest
example of the Gresk Revival style. Its 1'/2-gtory, gablefront is outlined by simple comerboards,
awater table and pediment formed by a narrow, molded comice. Centered inthe pediment isa
triangular,flush-boardedrecessed pandl. The double-doored entrance containsfive-panel doors
surmounted by a pediment. The 12/12 windows are cgpped by smple entablature lintels. The
building is currently owned by the Ashbumham Historical Society and is operated as a museum
and archive. The former Methodist Mestinghouse, 8 Main Street (1832, MHC #62) hes
experienced a near total loss of integrity owing to the application of siding, remova of the
deeple, and dterdtions to the fenedration. Only the pedimented door surround remains to
suggest the building” former Gregk Revival form.

The earliest commercid building in the village is the Federd-dyle Joseph Jewett Store, 92-94
Main Street (pre-1830, MHC #90), which wes later adepted for residential use in the late 19th
century. The roofline, which combines gable and hip forms, suggess that substantia
modifications have been mede to the smcture over time. The two facade entrances, cgpped by
fanlights, have been covered by modem, gable-roofed hoods supported by knee braces. Most of
the windows have been replaced by 2/2 sash, dthough 6/6 lights survive on the second story and
there is a 6/12 window on the west side. The Shoe Shop, School Street (betw. 1830 and 1855,
MHC #135) is an early commercia building which isunusud inits Sde-gable orientation. The
smple, single-story, 4 x 2 bay building lacks any stylisic omament but is outlined by
comerboards with shallow cornice retums. The Harness Shop, 76 Main Stret (¢.1860, MHC
#59) is autilitarian 1 '/2-gtory clgpboarded building which is sst @ove abrick raised basament.
Although there isno stylistic detailing, the building displays severd 812 windows in addition to
6/6 sash. Another modes and early commercid building, the former Pogt Office, 4 Cenfra
Street (c. 1854, MHC #115), was rendered unrecognizable by 1989 dterations.

(continued) '
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Two excdlent examples of Itdianate-style commercia buildingsare located on Main Street in
Ashbumham Center. The Brick Store, 41 Main Stret (1855, MHC #47) isa 2 '/z-gory building
with afive-bay gablefront embdlished by an daborate comice with retums including both
modillions and dentils above a corbelled brick frieze. Centered inthe front and rear gables are
circular openings decorated by swags  The two ground-floor storefronts are shdtered by a flat-
roofed overhang supported by large brackets. The predominant window is a 6/6 sssh with rock-
faced granite sills and lintels. A dightly more modest building, the Ivers White Store. 56 Main
Street (1855, MHC #49) is shegthed in a combination of dagpboards and flushboards with
panded pilagters that giverise to amolded comice with dentils and paired foliate brackets which
ae doubled a the comers. The first floor overhang is supported by large consoles  The center
entrance isflanked by overszed fixed pands. The varied facade fenedtration includes both
individual and paired 2/2 cgpped by entablature lintels supported by small brackets. Original 6/6
windows, lacking the decorative lintels, survive on the 9de elevations. Two other institutional
buildings of the period ae no longer extant. The Italianate Armory/Odd Fellows Hall, Main
Street (1857, MHC #50) was desfroyed by fire in 1992, while the Sscond Methodist Church
(1870) which formerly stood &t the comer of Fleesant and Main Strest, was dso a gablefront

building embdlished by hood molds.

The Boston Chair Manufacturing Company Office, 16 Maple Street (c.1877, MHC#112) isa
Second Empire-style building, cgpped by a mansard roof which inthis cage hes straight Sdes, is
sheathed in octagond as well as square dates and is punctuated by pedimented and segmental
dormers. The brick building isoutlined by quoins and the eaves detail includes a corbeled brick
comice with modillions. The windows are capped by ssgmentd lintels while the center entrance
has a segmentd-arched transom surmounted by a granite lintel. Sa far back from the eest Sde
of Maple Street there two additiona buildings associated with the Bogton Chair Manufacturing
Company, dthough they are neither the oldest or largest buildings of the former extendve
complex. The larger of thetwo. Building #6 (c.1853, MHC #113) isa 2 '/4-gory, brick building
displaying avariety of Italianate-style details including comer pilasters, a corbeed-brick comice,
segmental arched windows with some 12/12 sssh and semi-circular windows in the gable ends.
It isthe sawmill of the Winchester works probably erected in 18534 after the fire. The other
building, Building #10 is a smdler, two-story brick building which has ssen more extensve
dterations, including meta and cement block additions and the neer total replacement of the

original windows.

Originally congructed in 1833, it gopearsthat the First Parish Meetinghouse or Congregational
Church, 84 Main Street (1833/1869, MHC #63) assumed its present gppearance as part of

dterations that were mede to the building in 1869. Typical of the Romanesque Revival, the

(continued)
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exterior was sheathed in a combination of flushboard and shiplap boards athough this is now
obscured by siding. The entrance inthe projecting center tower is outlined by quoined pilasters.
The octagonal spire is broken by gabled dormers with fluted colonnettes, while the fenestration
conggts of round-topped 20/20 sseh with hood moldings.

The Stevens Memorial Library. 30 Main Sfreet (1890, MHC #17) is an excdlent example of the
Queen Anne style as applied to a smdl library building. The building reflects a richness of
materias and an asymmetry which istypical of the building. Itisset above araised basement of
granite and is congtructed of brick acocented by rock-faced brownstone belt courses a the lintel
and sill levels. Terra cotta tiles decorate the front gable and the area indde the arch above the
entrance. A pyramidal-roofed tower rises from the eest elevation. The windows contains 1/1
sch and are cagpped by transoms of colored-glass with multi-paned borders.  Unfortunately, the
building is now vacant, which has accderaied deterioration including the loss of someof the tiles
in the front gable.

The focal point of Ashbumham Center, the Jacob H. Fairbanks Memorial Hall. 32 Main Street
(1905, MHC #44) is a symmetricd, two-gory Colonial Revival building which displays a
symmefrical H-shaped plan. The hip-roofed town hall is congmcted of brick with wooden
pediments capping each wing and a square open tower centered on the roof ridge. The second
floor facade of the main block is ordered by six lonic columns with &6 windows cgoped by
dared transoms. On the first floor is a central, triple arcade with the pans resting on brick
piers. The building was designed by the Boston architectura firm of Cooper and Bailey.

St behind Fairbanks Memorial Hall and adso fronting Winchester Park, the former Dolly
Whitney Adams School. Memoria Drive (1905-6, MHC #64) is contemporary with the town hall
and was a0 designed by Cooper and Bailey as part of civic center concept. The brick building
is Jaoobean Revival is style and originadly displayed a steeply-pitched, red-tiled roof, later
replaced with agphdt shingles. Other stylistic details include the overhanging eaves half
timbering, molded bargeboards and a Jacobean arched doorway. The building was renovated in
1987 for use as public library. Other municipal resources within the district include the Town
Pool and accompanying bath house, the Highway Garage, and Centra Fire Station.

Also contained within the disfrict are severd non-contributing commercid buildings. Located &

the southwest comer of Main and Centrd Stredts, the former Heinbokd Block. 49-59 Main
Strest may contain late 19th century fabric athough this is no longer gpparent from the exterior

(continued)
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due to extendve dterations including the addition of a second story, the application of siding,
vertical board siding, and new windows. To the wes ae two c. 1970 commercia buildings
congmcted of concrete block with brick front (63. 67 Main Street). The Old Gray, the 1870
Methodist Church, was tom down for the constmction of the latter. Other nonconfributing
buildings include the Savings Bank. 52 Main Street (1972) and the Grocery Store. 50 Main
Street (1963/1989). The former Post Office. 3 Memoria Drive, was condructed in 1956 and
now contains a store.

Significant losses include the extensive buildings of the Boston Chair Company complex which
were logt to various fires over the years, the loss of the original railroad buildings and the loss of
individual buildings of note including large resdences such as those of Charles Winchester
(demalished inthe 1940s), the former Methodist Church (replaced by a convenience dore), the
Centra Houseon Main Street (fire-1921) and the Armory/Odd Fellows Hall (fire- 1992).

OTHER CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

In addition to buildings, the district dso includes severd other types of contributing resources.
The Powder House. 13 Cushing Street (1798, MHC #904) is a small, brick, windowless building
capped by an asgphdt-shingled hip roof. It isthe only recording surviving example of thistypein
Worcester County. The Soldiers Monument (1905, MHC #901) in front of Fairbanks Memorial
Hall was dedicated in 1905, in conjunction with the dedication of the town hall building.
Located in the center of a triangular idand a the junction of School and Main Streets, the

Schoolboy of 1850 gatue (1913, MHC #903) was presented to the town by Ivers Whitney Adams
in 1913.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stesare recorded in the disfrict or in the generd area(within one mile), itis
possble that dtes are present. Prehigtoric dtes in Worcester County, especidly in its northem

part, are underreported. Amateur artifact collecting in the areacan be documented for more than
100 years, however, the number of dtes recorded and published reports of excavations,

archaeologica aurveys and problem- oriented gudies from this area by both amateurs and

professionds issmall. Levels of archaeologica research for neighboring regions aong the

(continued)
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coadd plain to the eest and the Connecticut River drainage to the west are condiderably higher.

Environmental characteristics for the district represent locationa criteria that are favorable

indicators for many types of prehistoric gtes. The district includes severd well-drained leve to
moderately doping terraced landforms in dose proximity to Phillips Brook, its tributaries and

related wetlands. Phillips Brook ispart of the Nashua and ultimately Merrimack River drainage.

The Millers/Connecticut River drainage is aso presant in the westem part of Ashbumham, a
short distance from the district. Given the above information, the sze of the district, and levels
of historic development, especially industrial development dong Phillips Brook, a moderate to
high potential exists for the recovery of prehistoric resources.

A high potential exigs for the recovery of historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. Rapid
development of the areain the 18th and early 19th centuries and subssquent losses have resulted
in awide variety of resdentia, civic, religious, and indusfria dtes which should survive as
archaeologica dtesinthe district. Potentid water power related resources along Phillips Brook
date to the mid 18th century and formed the badis for the industrial and residential growth that
followed. Structural evidence may survive from the first dam condructed inthe Center Village
on Phillips Brook by Samud Fdlows sometime between 1762 and 1772. That dam wes located
near the present bridge over Phillips Brook on Main Street. That dam was a smple log dam and
was washed away in the freshet of 1850. A second, lower dam was aso congructed before 1800
a the dte of what would later become the Winchester Chair Company. Inal, by the end of the
19h century, atotal of nine dams were congmcted aong Philips Brook, to the eest of Water
Street.  Two dams were located north of Mill Street, four dams between Mill Strest and Main
Street and three dams beow the Main Strest Bridge. Stmctura remains and Sfratigraphic
features can survive from earlier dams as well as power rdated candswhich delivered water to
and from mills dong the brook.

Waer power and avalable natural resources, especidly timber, encouraged industry and
budgnessto concentrate inthe Ashbumham Center areabeginning inthe 18th century and by the
1%h century the Center had become the focusfor these activities in the area. Initial settlement in
the town occurred around 1734 but was abandoned in 1744 due to Native hostilities. Permanent
resettlement occurred in about 1757. Agricultural production was present snce the initial
settlement, however, actua industrial growth did not occur until after resettlement.  During the
18th century, industry was probably limited to a sawmill and possible grist mill neer the ste of
the Fellows dam noted above. A tannery may have dso been present. None of these earlier
mills are extant in the district, however, they may survive in an archaeologica context.
Industrial growth inthe district accderated throughout mogt of the 19th century with at leest 32
mills were in operation during the period. Nearly all of the mills have been destroyed leaving
potential stmctural remains and related refiise aress as survivalsof these activities. Oneof the

(continued)
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earlier mills located in the Center Village during this period weas the Samud Dunder saw and

grist mill and later carding facility for wool established after 1817. In 1825, Joshua Townsend

a0 established ashop for manufacturing tubs and pailson Mill Street. Chair manufacture in the
district began inthe early 1830's with the constmction of the StevensMill, for the manufacture
of flat seat chairs, on Phillips Brook above the Mill Stregt dte of the tannery and Rockwood

shop. The StevensMill was destroyed by fire in 1847. Chair manufacture was dso conducted in

1833 by Phillip Meriman in a smal shop, no longer extant, below the bridge over Phillips
Brook. Development of the Center as a manufacturing center intensified after about 1840 with
industries continuing to concentrate adong Phillips Brook. Shortly after the 1847 fire that
degtroyed the Stevens Mill, the Naukeag Manufacturing Company was incorporated and built a
cotton manufacturing facility, no longer extant, a the old Stevens dam and privilege. By 1842,

Charles Winchester purchased the Merriman Chair Shop. 1n 1848, Charles formed a partnership
with his brother George to form the C. and G.C. Winchegter Chair Works for the manufacture of
chairs, associated tailoring and palm hat manufacture. By 1855, the Winchester Mill Complex
condsted of a chair factory located in alarge building between what is now Maple Street and the
Mill Pond outlet, saverd smdler buildingsincluding paint and box shops eest of Maple Stret
and a watch shop on the dte of the presant brick office building a 16 Maple Street.  Few
buildings remain from the Winchester/Boston Chair Company Empire. Only the brick store on

Main Street and saw mill for the chair shop off Maple Street survive. The company tower
bumed in 1904 and the rambling three story mill building bumed in 1962. 1n 1852, the Whitney
and Russ| tannery was dso constmcted on Phillips Brook, north of Main Street on the eest 9de
of River Street. Thetannery bumed in 1882. 1n 1894-95, the Whitney tannery Ste was rebuilt es
the Board of Trade Building and was later briefiy occupied as the Brooks Basket Company and a
grain dorege facility. The latter building bumed in 1896 and was never rebuilt. Other industrial

losesin the district includethe FW. Davisgrist mill, destroyed by firein 1921, amatch factory
between Chapd and Cushing Streets which bumed in 1871 and George Rockwell'stub shop
which bumed in 1882.

Commercia or busness interests dso deveoped inthe ditrict in regponse to both agricultural
and Industrial developments. Shortly after 1783, Col. Josgph Jewett operated the first dorein
the Center a the Jewett House, an extant privateresdence, a 98 Main Street.  Two hotels were
aso operated on Main Sret in the 18th century. The Jewett Hotel, no longer extant, was
located on the north 9de of Main Street. The Cushing Hotel was located on the south Sde of
Main Sfreet & the Nathaniel HarrisHouse, an extant private resdence a 97 Main Sfreet. The
earliest commercia building inthe district was the pre-1830 Joseph Jewett dore a 92-94 Main
Street. The stmcture was later usad as a Pog Office (c.1854) then adgpted for residential usein
the lae 19th century. The smcture was extendvely renovaied in 1939 rendering it
unrecognizable as an early 19th century stmcture. 1n 1839, Charles Winchester opened agtorein

(continued)
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abuilding no longer extant on Water Street. 1n 1842, Winchester moved his store to the location
of the extant Old Brick Store a 41 Main Street. Shortly after 1855, the Winchester brothers tore
down the 1842 gtore and built the Brick Store. Two hotds, no longer extant, were o present in
the 19th century. The Adams Hotel was built in 1826. The Central House was built between
1829 and 1832 to the southwest of the town hall and was destroyed by fire in 1921. Severd

additional shops, still extant, survive in the district including shops for shoes, hamess making
and blacksmithing.

As industry grew in Ashbumham Center, population and residentia development also grew.
Between 1776 and 1830, population in Ashbumham tripled. However, with few exceptions,
residential development in Ashbumham Center did not begin until about 1817. Few examples of
the Center's 18th or 19th century residentia settlement no longer extant are known. Earliest
housss in the district were congructed along what is now Main Street between Ashby Road and
Cushing Street. Stmctural remains of 18th century resdences may survivein this area, however,
most early survivals probably dateto the early 19th century during the period when population
growth accderated in the Center and the Meetinghouse on Meetinghouse Hill was abandoned for
the new Methodist Mestinghouse on Main Street. During the 19th century, linear settlement
continued to grow along the Main Street corridor with severd groupings of 19th and early 20th
century worker housing including tenement houses single family homes and boarding houses
Relatively little new resdentia congmction occurred in the 20th century indicating most
existing housing of 19th century origin. Two of the more notable 19th century residential Sites
documented in the district are the estate houses of Charles and George C. Winchester.  Charles
Winchester's house was demolished inthe 1940's and replaced by a modem house. George C.
Winchester's house was moved down Main Street in 1870 to the location where the Town Hall
now standsindicating the potentia for archaeologica survivals a the original house location and
a the TovraHall site.

Civic, ingtitutional and religious dmctures were aso built in the disfrict during the 19th century
in direct regponse to increased industrial and population growth. This development was
egpecidly evident after 1832 when the town decided to eandon the medtinghouse Site on
Mesetinghouse Hill and build a new church in the Center where the Methodist Society hed
recently (1832) built its own house of worship. Archaeological evidence may survive from the
1832 Methodist Church which was dismantled for constmction of a commercia building a 67
Main Street. Similar survivals may aso survive from the 1870 Methodist Church, no longer
extant, which formerly sood a the comer of Flessat and Main Sfregts  Archaeological
evidence should aso exist from the Armory/Odd Fellows Hall (1857)located on Main Street and
destroyed by firein 1992. Severd school houses may aso survive as archaeologica dtesin the

(continued)
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district. The first schoolhouse inthe Center, no longer extant, was built in 1818 and may be
located in the Center District. Other schoolhouses which may survive es archaeologica dtes
include the District No. 11 School originally located a the southwest comer of Chapd and Water
Sfreets and the District 1 Schoolhouse originally located on School Street near Main Stredt.

Transportation rdated resources may dso survive as archaeological dtes in the district. The
Ashbumham Railroad weas incorporated in 1871 and completed in 1874. Stmctura evidence of
the engine house and tumtable may survive in the Center a the sSte of the present highway
department yard. Similar evidence may survive from the depot, originally constmcted in 1875
and dismantled in 1925. Any railroad gmctures remaining in 1986 were demolished after

showstorm damage.

Occupational related festures (trash pitsdumps, privies, wells) should a0 represent an
important resource type in the Ashbumham Center District. Occupationd related features are
egpecidly important Snce they may survive with existing domedtic residential and indusfrial
dmctures as well as similar gmctures no longer extant.

(end)
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8 ffISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Ashbumham Center Historic Digtrict is significant for its associaion with the devel opment
of the traditional center of Ashbumham, Massachusetts It is significant on the local level and
medts Criteria A and C for listing on the National Regiger of Historic Places The aea
congtitute the historic ingtitutional and residential core of the town and dso contains well-
preserved examples of awide variety of architectura styles, ranging from the late 18th- to the
early 20th-century, with an emphads on mid 19th-century styles, especidly the Greek Revival.
The period of significance begins in 1776, the date of constmction of the earliest building inthe
district, and extends until 1948.

The land which comprises the town waes originaly part of the "Dorchester-Canadd’ grant of
1735, and severd smdler earlier grants. The Town of Ashbumham was incorporated in 1765.
Two years later part of the town was included in the new town of Ashby, which dso annexed
another part in 1792. Another section became part of the new town of Gardner in 1785, while
conversaly parts of Gardner and Westminger were annexed to Ashbumham in 1815 and 1824,
respectively.

The first settlement probably occurred in the northwest section of town about 1734 and ahilltop
mestinghouse dte and mill were both esablished by 1739. The medtinghouse was the first
frame building in the town and messured 45' x 35'. Native hostilities led to the asandonment of
the initial sattlement in 1744 and permanent resettlement did not occur until about 1757. A
soond medtinghouse was built in 1791, dose to the old one, on what is now cadled
Meetinghouse Hill. A small, residential cluster developed around the meetinghouse.

Sometime between 1762 and 1772 Samud Fellows congmcted the first dam in the Cenfral
Village on Phillips Brook. Itand asaw mill were located near the present bridge on Main Strest,
probably near the dte of the town pool. The smple log dam is no longer extant; like severd
other dams it was swept away in the freshet of 1850. A lower dam was constmcted before 1800
on the dte of what would later become the Winchester Chair Company.

The first store was opened by Joseph Jewett in 1783 and was initially located in his house & the
comer of Main and Cushing Streets (98 Main Street, MHC #91). A few years later he built a
dore next door a 92-94 Main Street (MHC #90). 1n 1811 Jewett was gppointed Ashbumham's
first pogmeder and the post officewas housad in this building. Jewett dso was a Judice of the
Peecefor many yearsand aroom in the building was used as a courtroom. He served onthe

(continued)
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committee that constmcted the powder house of f Cushing Strest (MHC #107), and when the first
library was organized in 1793, Jewett becamealibrarian of the private institution.

In the late 18th century, two hotels were opened on Main Strest.  One was operated by Jewett

while on the south sde of the dreet was ahotel mn by Capt. David Cushing. (Nathanid Harris
House. 97 Main Sfreet, by 1776, MHC #94). Acquiring the property about 1798, Cushing usd

the dwelling as a hotel and dso opearated atannery to the north of the building on land which is
partially covered by Main Street. Other hotels which later opened to service the traffic on the

Winchendon-Fitchburg road included the Adams Hotdl (1826) and the Centra House built by

Capt. Slas Whitney between 1829 and 1832. Neither of these buildings survivetoday athough

the Central house was located to the southwest of the town hall until it was destroyed by firein

1921.

With afew exceptions including Josgph Jewett's House (MHC #91) and that of Nathaniel Harris,
97 Main Stregt (MHC #94), residential deveopment did not occur in the Center until about 1817.
The earliest houses were consgmcted along what is now Main Street between Ashby Road and
Cushing Street.  The town's population grew rapidly in the late 18th and early 19th century,
nearly tripling from 581 in 1776 to 1,402 in 1830.

With an abundance of water power and forest of virgin timber, a variety of industries were
edablished, especialy factories manufacturing chairs and woodenware. By 1830, 32 mills were
in operation inthe town. Phillips Brook powered various mills in the Center including a pail
factory, trip hammer, grist and saw mills, carding and fialling mills dong Water Street as well as
alahemill on Main Street. 1n 1817 Samud Dungter built a saw and grist mill in Center Village
and a few years later built a dam and a carding facility for wool. Joshua Townsend begen
making tubs and pails inashop on Mill Street in 1825. Inthe early 1830s Samud Stevens built
amill on Phillips Brook above the Mill Street Ste of the tannery and the Rockwood Shop for the
manufacture of flat-seat chairs. Chairs were mede a the dte until about 1847 when the plant
was destroyed by fire. Shortly after the fire the Naukeag Manufacturing Company was
incorporated and assumed the dam and privilege for a cotton manufacturing facility. Elsewhere
in town, small mill villages devdoped a Lane Village on the west 9de of Upper Naukeeg leke a
North Ashbumham, South Ashbumham and a Factory (Blackbum) Village in the southeest on
the Fitchburg Road. Russdll Hill became the center of the tanning and morocco industry in town.
Thomas Russall had begun morocco dressing on Russell Hill about 1826.

In 1832 it was decided to abandon the Medtinghouse on the hill and build a church inthe village
where the Methodist Society had just recently built itsown houseof worship (now S. Denis

(continued)
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Church). A schodhouse was built in the center in 1818 (no longer extant). Confirming the
growing importance of the linear sattlement dong Main Street, the Congregationa Church (84
Main Street, MHC #63) was dedicated in 1834, the third megtinghouse in Ashbumham. The old
Meetinghouse on the hill was dismantled, and the lumber reused to constmct a Town House (79
Main Street, MHC #60) opposite the Congregationa Churchin 1838.

The Center's devdlopment as a manufacturing district intensified after 1840 with indudtries
concentrated aong Phillips Brook. According to local historians, a total of nine dams were
congructed inthe Central Village area dong Phillips Brook, to the eest of Water Street. Two
were located north of Mill Stredt, four between Mill Strest and Main Street and three were
condructed below the Main Street bridge. Patnas Samud Whitney and Franklin Russl
congmcted a large tannery on Phillips Brook, north of Main Street about 1852. The damswere
recondructed and reconfigured over the years for occupation by a successon of different
factories. The partial remains of someof the damsare still evident today.

Along Main Stredt, the residential, commercia and civic corridor expanded eastward. 1n 1855
Ivers White built the first generd gtore in town on Main Stret (56 Main Sireet, MHC #49) and
shortly thereafter the Winchester brothers tore down their old gore building and constmcted a
larger and more imposing company dore, known as the Old Brick Store (41 Main Street, MHC
#47). Intensve, resdentia devdopment and infill occurred on Main Street from High Sfreet to
Grove Street (now River Styx Road). Additional dde sreets which were developed and soon
lined by reddences include High, Cushing, Chapd and Lawrence Streets and Ashby Road. Less
dens=residential growth extended south on School, Fleasant and Cenfral Stregts.

The major local industry in the mid 19th century was the Winchester Chair Factory, which
enlarged its facility south of Main Strest dong what wes called Mechanic Street (now Maple
Street). Charles Winchester begen his business empire in Ashbumham in 1839 when he opened

a dore on Water Sfreet, but by 1842 he moved the to the location of the present Brick store and
purchased the small chair shop of Philip Merriam, who had begun to manufacture chairs on a
piece of land below the Phillips Brook bridge in 1833. In 1848 Winchester brought in his
brother, George Cdeb Winchegter, as an equd partner to the firm which was then best known es
C. and G.C. Winchester Chair Works. By 1850 the chair shop was employing about 100 workers
and producing 93,600 chairs annualy while an assodaed tailoring and pam hat operation

employed an additiond fifteen persons  The earlier mill buildings were totally destroyed by fire
in 1853 and were rebuilt by the brothers on a grander scdle The 1855 magp shows that the
complex then condged of achair factory located in alarge building between what is now Maple

(continued)
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Sfreet and the mill pond outlet, severd smdler buildings including paint and box shops eest of
Maple Street and awatch shop on the site of the present brick officebuilding (16 Maple Strest,
MHC #112). By 1860 the chair factory employed 300 and produced more than 250,000 chairs
annually. Beddes the chair factory and the Brick Company Store, the Winchester Brothers
owned eight other dwellings and severd lotsin the village in 1860.

During the early industrial period additional industrial establishment emerged to the north, along
Phillips Brook, eest of Ashby Road. By 1849 these included atannery, woodworking mills and a
cotton factory along Phillips Brook esst of Water Street, Mill Street (now River Street) and
Ashby Road. As chair manufacturing began to become the center of the local economy, lathe
and tuming mills to make the chair gock were established. Among the largest woodenware
manufacturers was the concem of Rockwell & Walker which produced 7,000 nests of tubs and
2,500 dozen pails in 1860. The cotton mill was acquired by George Blackbum and Ohio
Whitney, J. in 1858 and was subsequently known as the Blackbum & Whitney Company. In
1860 the company had 41 employees, producing ahalf million yards of cotton sheeting annually.
Tax records indicate that the mill adso owned four houses

The First Parish Medtinghouse (84 Main Sireet, MHC #63) was remodded in a Romanesgue
Revival stylein 1861 and devated above arasti catedfoundation. In 1870 the Methodigts built a
new church a the comer of Main and Plessant Streets (no longer extant). Their 1832 edificewas
sold to local Catholics in 1871 (now &. Denis Church, 83 Main Street, MHC #62). A new
engine house was congmcted in the centra village in 1875. Within the Centra Village, the
District No. 11 schoolhouse was located a the southwest comer of Chape and Water Streets
with the District No. 1 schoolhouse located on School Street, neer Main Streat (both are no
longer extant). Cushing Academy, a private academy which aso sarved as the town's first high
school for about fifty years, was incorporated in 1865, endowed by a bequest from Thomeas
Parkman Cushing. The school building was congructed in 1874 on an eight-acre parcd of land
south of Main Street, between School and Plessant Streats, donated by George Winchester. The
original building was destroyed by fire in 1893 and recongtructed - the tower was smck by
lightning and bumed in 1952. Variousadditional buildings have been added to the campus over
the years.

By 1870 the whole section of Main Strest between Water Sfreet and the Cenfral house was
owned by George C. Winchester. A total of 45 buildingsin town were owned by the family
including ten buildings congructed in 1869 as worker housing (five in the mill complex, and five

(continued)
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on Union Street, now Puffer Street). Many shede trees on Lawrence and Chapd Streets were
planted by George Winchester. \ /

In 1870 the George C. Winchester Chair Company employed approximately 200 people. Since
1855 the complex had become much larger and was comprised of much larger buildings. An
dongated building (no longer extant) included a chair factory, whed house, machine shop and
engine housewhile other buildings included adry house, saw mill and varnish factory. 1n 1869 a
supplementary dam was established above the factory complex and just below the bridge. There
ae little remains of the dam today. A lower dam beow the factory was congmcted in 1873.
The firm either purchased or built many housesthat served as tenements for mill workers. The
brothers partnership was dissolved in 1870; George weas granted ownership of mog of the local
as=s including the chair company and Brick Store, and was sole owner of the company from
1870 to 1878, while his brother received all of the westem assts including mill operations in
Michigan and Wisconsin. On July 20, 1876, authorities placed an atachment on George
Winchegter's holdings and the factory was closed. The closure had srious repercussons
throughout the town. Other busnessesfailed or suspended operations, the boarding house closed
and many workers left town to find jobs dsewhere. Nearly a year later the budness finally
resumed, dthough onasmdler scade

Other indudtries inthe villagea the time of the 1870 mep included the Austin Whitney & Co.
Tannery and Morocco Manufactory on the eest Sde of River Street (burned 1882), and a match
factory between Chape and Cushing Stregts (bumed 1871). In 1832 George Rockwood's tub
shop bumed to the ground. He subsequently bought the Winchester upper factory north of Mill
Street and continued production as the New England Pail and Tub Association. George
Blackbum and his heirs continued to operate the Naukeag Cotton Mill a the northem end of the
disfrictuntil it was sold to the Ashbumham Mills Co. in 1921.

The Ashbumham Railroad was incorporated in 1871 and completed in 1874. The three-mile
long branch line was built with loca capital and connected Ashbumham Center to South
Ashbumham. An engine house and tumtable were constmcted in the Center, on the site of the
present Highway Department yard. There was no depot until 1875.

Industrial activity in the district peeked in the 1880s when the complex of the Boston Chair
Manufacturing Company (Successor to the Winchester Chair Works) in the Center Village
included 34 buildings consisting of 300,000 sguare feet of floor goace on about seven acres. In
addition to the main factory the primary buildings included atwo-story saw mill and four-story

(continued)
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paint shop. With a production of 360,000 chars annudly, the firm became one of the largest
chair factories in New England and Ashbumham's largest budness, with 200 employees, and
additional 100 inmates from the Hamden County House of Corrections as well as hiring women
and children from the area for the filling of cane chairs. After a period of rapid decline the
Boston Chair Company weas closed. The Massachusetts Car Co. operated briefly at this Ste but
after a reorganization in 1896, the company was closed in August and the last dectric cars
shipped from Ashbumham in October 1898. A number of smaller companies occupied portions
of the property including the Ashbumham Manufacturing Company (1909), maker of chairs and
wooden gools, followed in 1912 by the Curtis Chair Company; T.R Almond, manufacturer of
machine tools (1908) and the Sawyer Tool Company (1912). In 1910 other industries which
remained inthe Center included the Knight Manufacturing Company, manufacturer of cmtches
and woodworking novedties, which located in the former tub and pail factory on Water Street
which George Rockwood operated until 1896. Also still operating in Ashbumham Center was
the Naukeag Cotton Company, known after 1906 as the Ashbumham Duck Mill.  The company
employed 45 in 1910; some of whom lived in the company's ten tenements. The former site of
the Austin Whitney tannery was rebuilt in 18945 as the Board of Trade Building, owned by the
Ashbumham Business Association. It was briefly occupied by the Brooks Basket Company and
a grain gorage facility but bumed in 1896 and was never again rebuilt. As industry a
Ashbumham Center waned, manufacturing & Ashbumham's South Village thrived.

In the late 19th century residential development in the disfrict extended southward on Plessant
Sreet, a the southem end of Centra Sfreet and on Proctor Street. In 1885 townspeople voted
agang the purchase of George Winchester's private park as a town common athough within
twenty yearsthis visonary scheamewould become areality. A new civic center was established
further eest on Main Stret, beginning with the constmction of the Stevens Memorial Library in
1890 a the comer of Water Street.  Constmction of the building was made possible by the
bequest of George Stevens, Ashbumham's Town Clerk for ten years (d. 1887). Constmcted on
land that was formerly the esate of George C. Winchester, the Jacob H. Fairbanks Memorial
Hall (MHC #44) was completed next door in 1905 and the Dolly Whitney Adams School (MHC
#64) was congructed in 1906 as part of an effort to creste a Civic Center.  The town hall was
made possble by a bequest of Jacob Horatio Farbanks (1826-1902). Both the town hall and
school buildings were designed by Bogton architects Cooper and Bailey. In 1903, Melvin O.
Adams (1850-1920), an Ashbumham native and Boston lawyer who attained national notoriety
for his defense of Lizzie Borden, purchasad the land which would become Winchester Park.
Adams ds0 provided the fundsfor the constmction of the Dolly Whitney Adams School (MHC
#64) inmemory of his mother and erected the Soldiers Monument in front of the town hall,

(continued)
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using the $5,000 he received from the proceeds from the sdle of the Winchester Edtate to the
town for the dte of the Town Hall. (Adams dso provided funds to improve the Cemetery,
refurbish the Old Common on Mestinghouse Hill and to erect a Celtic cross for the cemetery.)
At the suggedion of Wilbur F. Whitney, a locd chair manufacturer, it was voted a Town
Meseting in 1905 to utilize interest from the Ivers Adams (d. 1890) Tmst Fund, then containing
about $15,000 to pay for landscaping and roadways in Winchester park. Josgph H. Curtis of
Boston was chosen as the landscgpe designer; his plans were coordinated with architects Cooper
and Bailey. In 1906, a boulder with plague memorializing Ivers Adams contribution was
installed north of the Dolly Whitney Adams School (MHC #64). New Y ork industrialist Irving
Smith purchased and donated alot on Chepd Streat near the Winchester park and later equipped
it @ a playground for the new school. Bea Pratt's sculpture Schoolboy of 1850 (MHC #903)
was presanted to the town by Ivers W. Adams in 1913, A digant relative of Melvin Adams,
Ivers W. Adams was a native of Ashbumham who became president of the American Net and
Twine Company in Boston, the largest manufacturer of this type in the world. He is d0
remembered for presenting the town with anew municipa water sysem in 1897.

The World War | Memorid infront of Fairbanks Hall wes dedicated in 1922. Three years later,
Mrs. Emdine Jewell Whitney and her daughter Cdena Whitney Miller gave the town fiindsfor
the constmction of an addition to the Stevens Public Library to serve as achildren'sroom. Other
20th century improvements include the construction of the Town Swimming Pool. Located on
Phillips Brook on River Street, the congmction of Veteran's Memoria School (1949-50) and
Centra Fire Station. The Cenfral House, a Main Street landmark for nearly a century, was
degtroyed by fire in 1921. Run continuoudy as a hotel from 1829, the Central House occupied
an entire block, and its destmction |eft ahuge hold inthe community streetscgpe. Passenger rail
srvice on the Ashbumham branch was discontinued in 1924, and the dation itself wes
dismantled the following yesr.

Little remains of the former Winchester/Boston Chair Company empire. The Old Brick Store on
Main Street (MHC #47) and the Saw Mill off Maple Street (MHC #13) are still extant today asis
the Winchester Office (MHC #112) which has been converted to a restaurant. The company
tower bumed in April 1904 and arambling three-story mill building bumed in 1962. Theedtate
houses of both brothers are long gone; the George Winchester House demolished to meke way

(continued)
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for the Town Hall dthough the fountain from the yard was relocated to Maple Sirest and the
former carriage house was moved to 7 Water Street (MHC #28). The Charles Winchester House
wes raxed in the 1940sand replaced by amodem dwelling. Throughout the village, mill housing
and sections of dams and spillwaysthat provided power for the mills are still evident. Most of
the town's other industria facilities are dso gone. The Davis grist mill was dedroyed to firein
1921. Philip Baumgartner continued to manufacture L.C. Allen's reclining chair in afactory
north of Mill Strest into the 20th century. The fina surviving building on the Ste was
demolished in the 1970s

The designers of mogt of the resdential buildingsin the district remain unknown. Among the
architects of public buildingswere Cooper and Bailey of Boston, who were responsible for both
the Colonial Revival Fairbanks Memorial Hall and the Jacobean Reviva Adams School.  Frank
Irving Cooper (1867-1933) began his architectura sudy under H.H. Richardson and later gained
experience in the offices of Henry Van Bmnt and Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge. Over more than a
generation Cooper specidized inthe design of public and educationd buildings, including public
halls, college buildings and dormitories, administration buildings and about 200 dementary and
high schools throughout New England, practicing under the firm name of Frank 1. Cooper
Corporation from 1914. Commissons included the Medford (MA) Public Library, Clark
Laboratory & Amherst College, and numerous high schoaols throughout the region. Nothingis
known about the career of Boston landscepe designer Josgph Curtis, who was respongble for the
layout of Winchester Park in 1905, including gpproaches, landscaping and plantings.

The architect of the origina StevensLibrary (1890) is not definitely known athough it may have
been the same firm who dedgned the 1925 addition - H.M. Francis and Sons of nearby
Fitchburg. Henry M. Francis (1836-1908) is credited with the designs of 15 librariesthroughout
Massachusetts, Vermont and New Hampshire as well as countless schools, churches and
resdences during a carear that goanned forty years.

The sculptor of the statue Schoolboy of 1850 (MHC #903) was BelaLyon Pratt. Prait studied a
the Yae School of Fine Artsand a the age of twenty went to New Y ork to work under the great
sculptors of the day, including Augustus Saint-Gaudens.  Pratt's other important commissions
include the seated figures of Scence and Art a the Boston Public Library (1911), alegorical

figures a the Library of Congress as well as sculptors a the New Bedford Public Library.

Worcester Art Museum, and the Massachusatts State House: The Soldiers Monument (MHC
#901) presented to the town in 1905 is a bronze cagt of a datue known as "The Volunteer” by
Theo Alice Ruggles Kitson; it is areplica of the Massachusetts State Memorial inthe Vicksburg
(MS) National Military Park.

(continued)
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The padt fifty years have brought various changes to the district both inits physical fabric and its
devdopment. Small-scde resdentia constmction hes continued to occur on infill lots

throughout the Center. Changing demographics resulted in new usesfor former schools such as

the Adams School (now the Stevens Library) and the Veterans Memoria School (now housing

the Police Department). Wheress residents were once largely employed by local industries,

Ashbumham has increasingly become a bedroom community for neerby cities. The remnants of
the town's industrial heritage have largely disgppeared other than the few indusfrial tenants
located on part of the former Winchester/Boston Chair Company property off Maple Street. Fire
hes taken severd former landmarks including the former Armory Building on Main Street and
the remains of the former Chair factory. Part of the Bogon Chair Company property now houses
amunicipa playground. The former railroad gmctures were demolished after being damaged in

a 1986 showstorm. The old Methodist Church a the comer of Main and Plessant Streets was
demolished to meke way for a convenience and the Old Pogt Office on Centra Street has been

rendered unrecognizable by modem additions. For the mog part, however, modernization hes

been limited to new windows, garages and cases of synthetic siding. Today, Ashbumham Center
continues to function as the ingtitutional center of the town and provides are core of community

sarvices for local resdents in adjacent resdential neighborhoods that ere dominated by owner-

occupied, single-family dwellings. Although the main Cushing Academy campus is located

outsde the district's boundary, severd housssinthe district are owned by the academy and used
& resgdences for teechers and sudents. Despite its evolution and the introduction of new

buildings into the streetscagpe, Ashbumham Center continues to achieve a level of cohesveness
lacking inmany other villages.

Within recent years, anumber of preservation activities have occurred in the district and in town.
In 1960 the recently formed Ashbumham Historical Society acquired the Old Town House es a
repository for articles, documents and photographs regarding the history of the town. At thetime
of the Ashbumham Bicentennia in 1965, a supplement to the 1886 town history was prepared,
followed by a subsequent volume focusing on old housss of the town. The most noteble
preservation victory in recent yearswas the converson of the Dolly Whitney Adams School for
use &s the tovra library. The school houses grades 1-8 until 1969 when it was dosed and anew
dementary school condructed dsawhere intown. In 1983 the town voted to establish aReuse
Committee to dudy options for the building. At the 1986 town meseting it was unanimoudy
voted to convert the building to alibrary according to the desgns of the Preservation Partnership
of New Bedford. Today the origina Stevens Library on Main Street lies vacant, awaiting a reuse
drategy of itsown. An historic inventory of over 200 resources in Ashbumham weas prepared in
1988 including extensve coverage of resourcesin Ashbumham Center. Local higtorians such as

(continued)
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Joseph von Deck continue to actively pursue and research additional agpects of local history. In
recent years the Ashbumham Historicdl Commission has been able to intervene on behalf of
sverd threastened historic resources in the district by invoking its demolition dday bylaw.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Ashbumham are poorly undersood, any surviving
dtescould be significant. Prehigtoric dtesin this areacan be important by adding informationto
our understanding of the role and importance of upland/interior Stesin genera and the role Stes
aong tributary streams of the Nashua/Merimack River drainage played in the local/regiond
Native subsgence and settlement sysgems Prehigoric dtesin this area could be part of alarge,
posshly ssasond settlement network of dtes basad dong the Nashua River, the Merrimack
River or part of a specidized adaptation to locad environments in the uplands and Worcester
Plaeau locae. Many aubddence and <dtlement theories indicate prehistoric
socio/palitical/economic boundaries are basad dong riverinebasns  Although dtesinthisarea
ae ultimately part of the Merimack River drainege, the area is ds0 in dose proximity to
drainage arees which are part of the Connecticut River drainage. Prehigtoric Stes in this area
may enable a test of theories relating to riverine adgptations and the importance of stes ad
stlement/subsstence  pattems which are geographicaly dose but in different drainages rather
than in the same drainage.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potential for providing information
on the socid, cultural and economic pattems that characterized life in a centra Massachusetts
upland community that evolved from an 18th and 19th century industria center to a 20th century
bedroom community for nearby cities. Further documentary resserch combined with
archaeologica survey and testing can hep document the 18th century origins of the town and
district for which few examples survive. This information can document the locations of early
settlement and the extent to which any settlement in Ashbumham Center may have been effected
by its abandonment in 1744 due to Native hostilities. Study of these early sSites and detailed
andyds of occupationa rdated fegtures (trash pits, privies, wells) may contain information
which indicates the importance of agriculture to early settlement and the point a which indusfrial
pursuits became the primary focus for resdents. Information may dso be present which
indicates the extent to which cottage industries or home based production played a role in
industrial growth.

(continued)
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Most archaeological resources in the Ashbumham Center district probably date to the 19th
century during the period of intense industrial and related population growth. Very few and
fragmented examples of the Center's industrial production survive attesting to the importance of
indudtrial dtesinthe district. Potential 18th century resources may contain information relating
to technologies in usee and the products of sawmill, grist mill and tannery production. These
resources, o present in the 19th century, may contain information that indicates the point a
which industrial production switched its emphads from serving the agricultural community to
industry as the major focus. Archaeological resources dating to the 19th century can help
document the growth, importance and production of industries respongble for the district's
development. Potential archaeologicd resources inthe district can help document the evolution
of the chair and woodenware indusfriesin the district especidly the Winchester Chair Worksand
its successor the Boston Chair Manufacturing Company.  Archaeologica resources associated
with these mills may contain information relating to the process of early chair production and
technologies in use a various dages of production. Archaeologica resources and related
information may aso be available rdated to a variety of rdlated indusfrieswhich developed as a
direct result of larger chair and woodenware manufactures.

Important information can aso be obtained from the andyss of archaeologica resources related
to commercia or busness interests in the district. As a group, informationmay be present
indicating the extent to which the Winchester's and other industridists in the district controlled
local commerce by establishing company dores and other busnesses. Excavation and anadyss
of archaeological resourcesrdated to the no longer extant 1839 and 1842 Winchester stores may
produce information that hdps undersand the rdationship between the company owned gore
and the worker population. Similar information can aso be obtained through the detailed
andlyds of occupationd related features assodiated with the numerous budnessinterests that still
survive in the district including the structure that housad the pre-1830 Jewett Store as well as
shoe, hamess and blacksmith shops  Archaeological resources related to 18th and 19th century
hotels represent another potentially important resourcetype in the disfrict. Analysisof ssmctural
remans and detailed andyds of occupational related features associated with these resources
may document the extent to which they were dependent on industry for their business, possibly
for use as boarding houses

Further documentary reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and testing can help identity
the locations of 19th century resdential archaeologica dtes in the district, mogt of which are
probably still extant. These resources can represant the dtes of tenement houses, single family
homes and boarding houses. The study of these resources combined with the detailed analyss of
occupational related features associated with archaeologica Stesand smctures still extant may

(continued)



NPS Fonil 10-900-* OMB Appmml No. 1024-0019
t-36)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Ashburnham Center Historic District
8 it Ashburnham (Worcester Co.), MA

Section number Page

contribute information relating to the lives of individuals and familieswho inhabited the homes
& well as their relationship to local companies, especidly the Winchester Chair Company who
owned many of the homes which included boarding houses Information may be present
indicating the extent to which familiesboarded workers or whether company owned housing was
gandard for the time. Information may d<o be present from the analyd's of features associated
with extant boarding houses and those which exist as archaeological Stes which indicates the
composition of the local work force, possbly for specific mills and occupations.  Single family
homes may dso survive as archaeological dtes. At present, the only two single family homes
that may survive es archaeologicd dtes in the digtrict are the edae homes of Charles ad
George C. Winchester. The andyds of archaeological resources associated with these Stes can
provide important details in the lives of the individuas responsble for much of the Center's
industrial growth. These resources can aso provide an important bads of comparison between
mill owners and workers in the local work force.

Archaeologica resources may dso exist in the district which document severd of the civic,
ingtitutional and religious sructures which devdoped in regponse to industria and related
population growth. Stmctural remains and related features from the 1832 and 1870 Methodist
Church dtes may survive with information relating to the architectural details for those
dructures and the segment of Ashbumham society that atended their functions. Any
information relating to the 1832 Methodist Church may be particularly important snce it was the
constmction of that Church, a lesst in part, which encouraged the town to abandon the
medtinghouse on Mestinghouse Hill and rdoceate the civic center of the town to Ashbumham
Center. Severd schools may dso survive as archaeologica dtes in the district. The dtesof
these gmctures and their assodaed festures may contain information relating to the
architectural details of the school buildings, sdandards of education and, the socia, cultural and
economic characterigicsof the communities they served.

Archaeologica resources may aso confribute information relating to 19th century transportation
in the district. Information may survive which identifies architectura and/or engineering
features for the engine house, tumtable and depot all of which were congmcted in the 19th
century and no longer survive. Informationmay aso be present indicating technologies in use
during the railroad's period of operation and how they compared with other regional railroads of
the time.

(end)
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10. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

UTM REFERENCES

19 262120 4724320
19 261800 4724080
19 261480 4723960
19 261360 4723880
19 261150 4724020
. 19 260960 4724180
. 19 260600 4724360
. 19 260920 4724500
13. 19 261360 4724640
14. 19 261360 4724780
15. 19 261520 4724800

BEB,@OO.\I;DLN

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated district includes portions of Maps 21, 61-63 (see endlosed copies)

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries of Ashbumham Center Historic District were drawn to include the concentration
of resddences, ingtitutional and commercid buildings which have comprise Ashbumham Center,
the institutional focus of the community, Snce the late 18" century. The group of buildings
documents the evolution of the town center as the primary ingtitutional and residential center of
town including the impacts of 19th century industries and the development of a new civic center
in the early 20th century.

The boundaries of the district are intended to reflect the historical bounds of Ashbumham Center
& it was depicted on 19th century meps.  The boundaries were drawn to exclude much of the
Cushing Academy campus to the west which is dominated by a majority of 20th century
institutional buildings.

(end)
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Photographer: Lisa Mausoif, Reading , MA
Date: November 1998
Negatives with photographer

Imeges 15 ae8x 10", images 625 ae 4 x 6".
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Fairbanks Memoria Hall, 32 Main Street (looking N)

First Parish Meetinghouse, 84 Main Strest; Hardy House, 82 Main Street (looking NW)
Brick Store, 41 Main Street; Foster House, 47 Main Strest (looking S)

Main Street looking eest from Phillips Brook Bridge

Wallace House, 20 Water Street; Walker House, 16 Walter Street (looking NE)

Schoolboy Statue, Main & School Streets, 92-94 Main Street and 90 Main Street (lookingN)
Looking eest down Main Street from School Street; 90,88,83 Main Stret

Dungter House and Hamess Shop, 76 Main Street (looking NE)

Old Town Hall, 79 Main Strest  (looking SE)

. Looking eest down Main Stret from Central Street

. Lawrence House, 64 Main Street; IversWhite Store, 56 Main Street  (looking N)

. Dolly Whitney AdamsLibrary, Memoria Drive (looking NE)

. StevensMemoria Library, 30 Main Street  (looking NE)

. Joseph Miller House and Powder House, 13 Cushing Street (looking NW)

. View down Cushing Stret |ooking south toward Main Street

. HinesHouse, 10 Lawrence Street; Stickney House, 8 Lawrence Street (looking NE)
. EllisHouse, 15 Chapd Sireet; Corey House, 17 Chapd Street (looking NE)

. Covey House, Manning House, Metcalf House, 17-21 Chape Strest  (looking NW)
. Kibling House, 8 Water Street; Howard House, 6 Water Street (looking NE)

. 28 Water Street; Woods House, 26 Water Stret (looking NE)

. 28 Water Stret (looking E)

. Ohio Whitney, J. House, Francis House, Eaton House, 16-12 Fleasant Streat (looking NW)
. 6-12 Puffer Street (looking SE)

Boston Chair Manufacturing Co. office, 16 Maple Street  (looking NW) .
Boston Chair Manufacturing Co., off Maple Street (looking NE)

(end)
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MAP# LOT/PAR. MHC# HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE TYPE CINC
1 62134 Garage 3 Ames Avenue C1930 A NC
62/135 Vacant Land * Ames Avenue
2 62/136 Kuniholm House 6-8 Ames Avenue c.1878 C
2A Auto Repair Shap 6-8 Ames Avenue 1984 NC
3 62/129 Centrd Fire Station 3 Centrd Sret ¢.1950 NC
62/130 Vacant Land Centra Strest
62/131 Vecant Land Centrd Street
4 62/146 115 Old Pog Office 4 Centra Street €.1854/1989 NC
5 62/145 Northland Engineering/Old Grange Hall 6 Centra Strest at. 1989 NC
6 62/144 Commercid Building 8 Centrd Strest ¢.1950 B NC
7 62/143 116 G.&A. Rockwood House 10 Central Street ¢.1830 Federd B C
ce (Sunnyvae)
Garage C.1900
8 62/132 117 C. & G. Winchester Co. House 11 Central Street ¢.1860 B C
9 62/142 118 William & Aima Ellis House 12 Centra Stregt ¢.1860 B C
10 62133 119 Second Rev. Crasby House 13 Centrd Street 1857 Gr. Reviv. B C
Bam €.1860 B C
n 62141 120 Julia Aima Cushing House 14 Central Street €.1860 B C
12 62137 121 Dr. Charles L. Fierce House 15 Central Street 1870 Itdianate B C
13 62/138 Highway and Water Dept. 17 Central Street €.1960 B NC
14 62/140 122 Elbridge Stimson House 18 Centra Strest ¢.1860 2" Emp. B C
Bam ¢.1860 B C
15 6115 House 23 Centrd Stret ¢.1860 wc C
16 62/16 Religious Educeation Building 7 Chapd Stret 1958 . NC
17 62/33 74 JN. & SR. Haedings House 8 Chapd Street pre 1850 B C
18 6217 1) Edward & Mary Sawyer House 9 Chapd Stret 1833 Federd B
19 6232 House 10 Chapd Stret 1958 CgeCod B ISC
Garage 1958 B NC
20 62/18 76 Lucy Cutting Davis House 1 Chepd Street post 1840 B NC
21 62/31 78 G.C.Winchester Co. House 12 Chepd Street ¢.1860 Gothic Rev. B C
2 6219 77 Josah & Elvira Croshy House 13 Chapd Street post 1840 B C
23  62/20 79 William & AnnaEllis House 15 Chepd Strest c.1845 Federd B C

Page 1
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MHC#

R

9 RARRBM

101

5

5

HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS

Winchester Chair Works Co. House 16 Chapd Street

Levi & Sarah Corey House 17 Chapd Strest
Shed 17 Chapd Street
Ivers& Phebe Manning House 19 Chapd Strest
Otis& Saah Metcalf House 21 Chapd Street
Sephen & MirandaMiller House 23 Chapd Strest

Cheder & Lucy Gde House 24 Chepd Street
Ruth Hunt House 27 Chapd Street
Shed 27 Chgpd Strest
House 28 Chapd Street
House 31 Chapd Strest
Gaage 31 Chapd Street
Alvin Kenddl/John BemisHouse 32 Chapd Strest
Gaage 32 Chapd Street
House 37 Chapd Strest
William Willoughby House 5 Cushing Street
House 7 Cushing Street
Ivers Jewett House 8 Cushing Strest
Charles Barrett House 10 Cushing Street
Joseph Cutter House 11 Cushing Street
Bam 11 Cushing Street
Joseph Miller House 13 Cushing Strest
Powder House 13 Cushing Street
Mary Wesatherbee House 3 Gingerbread Lane
Sed 3 Gingerbread Lane
Whitney & Russl House 6 Gingerbreed lane
House 3 High Stret
William & Matilda Merriam House 5 High Street
Bam 5High Street
Dr. John & Phebe PettsHouse 7 High Street
Garage 7 High Stret
House 8 High Strest
Garage 8 High Street
Simeon Merritt House 9 High Street
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DATE STYLE

¢.1860
c.1840
cl900
c.1840
c.1840
c.1840
1886
¢.1840
C1920
CJ1910
1952
c.1950
¢.1830
¢.1980

JB

by 1830

c.1810
c.1840
¢.1900
by 1830
1798
c.1840
c.1840
c.1840
C1940
c.1840
CJ1900
Ca1845
C1930
Cl1905
c.1920
Ca1840

Gresk Rev.
Gresk Rev.

Gresk Rev.
Gresk Rev.
Gresk Rev.

Gothic Rev.

Gresk Rev.

Bungdow
Cepe Cod

Gresk Rev.

4-Sguare

27 Emp.

TYPE
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NAPH
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LOT/PAR.

63/14
63/24

63/16
63/19
63/17
63/18
63/15
63/15A
62/47

62/39
62/46
62/45
62/40

62/45A

62/44
62/41

62/42
62/43
62/29

62/92

MHC#

21
m

65

DISTRICT DATA SHEET
ASHBURNHAM CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT, ASHBURNHAM (WORCESTER CO.), MA

HISTORIC NAME

John Adams House

George Davis House

Goodwin Wood House

Bam

G.C. Winchester Company House
G.C. Winchester Company House
Gaege

G.C. Winchester Company House
Bam

Chicken Coop

House

Crehore House

House

Vecant Land

Vacant Land

Vecant Land

House

Bam
A. Bennett House

JS Kinsman House

Dr. Alonzo & Eliz. Stickney House

Congregationa Church Parsonege
Garage
Lucy Hines House

Francis & Lucy Whitney House
Parr-Crosby House

G.C. Winchester Co. House
Gaege

Benjamin & Angie Newell House

Garage

ADDRESS

5 Holden Stret
8 Holden Sregt
10 Holden Sregt
10 Holden Sret
12 Holden Sregt
14 Holden Stregt
14 Holden Stret
16 Holden Sret
16 Holden Stret
16 Holden Sregt
17 Holden Stret
20 Holden Sret
22 Holden Sret
Holden Sret
Holden Sret
Holden Sret
2 Lawrence Sregt
2 Lawrence Stre
5 Lawrence Sregt
6 Lanrence Sregt
8 Lawrence Sred
9 Lawrence Stre
9 Lawrence Stregt
10 Lawrence Strest
10 Lawrence Srest
12 Lawrence Strest
13 Lawrence Sregt
15 Lawrence Stregt
16 Lawrence Stret
17 Lawrence Sregt
17 Lawrence Sregt
2 Main Sregt
2 Main Strest

Page 3

DATE

c.1840
c.1830
c.1850
c.1850
c.1855
c.1855
¢.1930
c.1855

c.1830

¢.1850
¢.1850

¢.1840
¢.1840

¢.1860
¢.1920
¢.1860
c.1960
c1855
Ci1875
c.1855

¢.1860
C1930
¢.1870
¢.1930

STYLE

Gothic Rev.
Gresk Rev.

Grek Rev.
2" Empire

Itdianate

TYPE CINC
C
I.l I k_l (N} C
C
B c
B NC
B C
B C
B
-
B c
B NC
B C
B NC
B C
B
s ¢
B C
B C
B
: ¢
8 c
B NC
B C
B C
B C
¥j C
mi C
m. c
C



MAP# LOT/PAR.

70

71
72
73

74
75

~
o

R8FIY

BBI BRRB B

Y
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62/91

62/105
62/90
62/89

62/106
62/88
62/107
62/108
62/76
62/109
62/75
62/74

62/73

62/110
62/122
62/123
62/68

62/51
62/124
62/51
62/51
62/51
62/51
62/125

62/126

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

ASHBURNHAM CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT, ASHBURNHAM (WORCESTER CO.), MA

MHC#

2
3
4
f

HISTORIC NAME

Thomas & Julia Choate House
Garage n
Andrew J. Smith House , '
SlasNims House "
Oliver Wilder Hous2  $

Bam/garage
Aaron RiceHouse

Edmund & Susan Greerwood House
James Simington House

Russl & Whitney House *f
House *

Col. Jehdl & Priscilla Watkms House
Clarence Proctor House
Calvin Wood House
Bam »
Horace Black House
Bam
Eber & Silvia Gibson House
Nathaniel & Harriet Tottingham House
Charles & Susen Whitney House
Felix Bachman House
Bam
SevensMemorial Library
Charles Winchester House
Jacob H. Fairbanks Memoria Hall
Ashbumham Firefighters Memorial
Soldiers (Civil War) Memorial
World War | Memoria
Ashdl & Mary Corey House
Funerd Parlor
Charles & Elmira Whitney House
Commercid Building

ADDRESS

4Main Strest
4 Main Stregt

7 Main Strest

8 Main Strest

10 Main Sregt
10 Main Sregt
11 Main Sregt
12 Main Sregt
13 Main Strret
15Main Strret
16 Main Stregt
17 Main Strest
18 Main Stregt
20 Main Stret
20Main Stregt
22 Main Stregt
22 Main Stregt
23 Main Stregt
25 Main Stregt
27 Main Stregt
28 Main Stregt
28 Main Stregt
30 Main Stret
31 Main Stret
32 Main Stret

32 Main Srest (Winchester Park)

DATE STYLE
cl1850 Grek Rev.
c.1930
c.1820

184
1856
c.1860
c.1850
cl1850 Grek Rev.
c.1850
cl1840 Grek Rev.
c.1840
by 1830 2™ Emp.
by 1850 Grek Rev.
by 1850 Grekk Rev.
by 1830
cl1840 GrekRev.
cl1840 Grek Rev.
cl1840 GreX Rev.
1990 Cgpe Cad
1940
1890 QA
cl1845 Grek Rev.
1906 Coal. Rev.
c.1980

32 Main Srest (Wmchester Park) 1904
32Main Sreat (Winchester Park) 1922

B Main Stregt
B Main Stregt
35 Main Stret
35 Main Stregt

Page4

c.1840
1993
c.1840
1993

Gregk Rev.

Gresk Rev.

TYPE C/NC
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET
ASHBURNHAM CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT, ASHBURNHAM (WORCESTER CO.), MA

MAP# LOT/PAR. MHC# HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE
R 62/127 47 Brick Store 41 Main Sret ° / 1855 Itdianate
93 62/128 48 Jerome & Mary Foger House 47 Mam Stregt c1830 Fed/Gr.Rev.
A 62/147 Heinbokel Block 49-50 Main Strest by 1930
%5 62/50 Grocery Store 50 Main Sfret 1963/1989
96 62/154 Savings Bank 52 Main Strest 1972
97 62/49 49 Ivers White Store 56 Main Strest m 185 Itdianate
62/148 Vecant Land Main Strest ™ 'V
98 62/149 Commercid Building 63 Main Street f 1971
9 62/43 W Dea William & Eliz. Lavrence House 64 Main Srest »'>» 1804 Feded
100 62/150 Commercia Building 67 Main Street 1969
101 62/38 53 Ohio & Mary Whitney House 68 Main Sfreet ;- ¢1855 Gothic Rev.
12 62/6 A Franklin Russdl House 69 Main Sfreet Cl1865 Gothic Rev.
108 627 [S6) Joseph Merriam House 71 Main Sfreet ~ cl1810 Feded
Garage 71 Main Sfrest ' €.1900
104  62/37 Dr. William P.Stone House 72 Main Sfreet 1844  Gothic Rev.
1056 62/36 EI? Dr. Abraham T. Lowe House 74Main Sfregt : cl1821 Gothic Rev.
62/8 Vacant Land Main Sfreet n
106 62/9 3 Hill House 75Main Sfret ~ ¢.1820
Bam 75 Main Sfreet €.1900
107 62/35 c3 Samud & Hannah Dunster House 76 Main Sfreet Cis17
107A Hamess Shop 76 Main Sfreet c.1865
108 6211 O Old Town Hall 79 Main Sfreet 1838 Grek Rev.
10 6234 it Rev. George & FrancesHardy Houe 82 Main Sfreet c1905 Bungdow
110 6212 M Methodist Mtnhse. (St. Denis Church) 83 Main Sfrest 1832
111 62/16 od First Parish Medtinghouse 84 Main Sfreet 1833/1869 Romanex).
Reviva
112 6212 S. Denis Parish House 85 Main Sfreet 1952  CgpeCad
113  62/12 Father Lacy Hall 87 Main Sfreet €.1900
114 62/15 83 Dr. Nathaniel Perce House 83 Main Sfrest cl832 2" Emp.
115 6214 James Leamed House 90 Main Sfreet by 1830
116 21/140 Q0 Josgoh Jewett House 92-94 Main Sfreet betw. 1782 Federd

Page 5
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B C
B C

B NC
B NC
1 NC
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MAP# LOT/PAR.

118 21/106
119 21/140
120 21/126
121 21/125

122 21/107
123 21/124
124 21/123
125 21/108
126 21122

127 21/109
128 21/112
120 217111

62/121
62/112
130 62/120
131 62/113
132 62111
[TA

1B 62111
IUA

134  62/155
135 6251

13BA 62/51
136 6251
136A 62/51
137 6251

MHC#

33¢8

33

*3

100

113

DISTRICT DATA SHEET
ASHBURNHAM CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT, ASHBURNHAM (WORCESTER CO.), MA

HISTORIC NAME

Schoolboy Statue

Nathanidl & Abigail Harris House
Joseph & Sarah Jewett House
House

Elliott Maynard House

Gaage

Methodist Parsonage

Stephen Moore House

House

House

House

Garege

William & Elizabeth BemisHouse
Europe & Sdly Fairbanks House
George & Hannah Parker House

Vacant Land
Veacant Land

Bogton Chair Mfg. Co. Office Bldg.

Winchester Fountain
Winchester Chair Co. Sawmill
(Building #6)

Bogton Chair Mfg. Co.- Bldg. #10

Former Pog Office
Dolly Whitney Adams School

lvers AdamsMemorial
Winchester Park *
Millstone
Veerans Memorial School

ADDRESS

Main/School Sfreets
97 Main Sfregt
98 Main Sfregt
100 Main Sfreet
106 Main Sfregt
106 Main Sfregt
107 Main Sfreet
108 Main Sfregt
110 Main Sfreet
111 Main Sfregt
112 Main Sfreet
112 Main Sfreet
115 Main Sfregt
116 Main Sfregt
122 Main Sfreet

Maple Sfreet
Maple Sfreet

16 Maple Sfreet
16 Meple Sfreet
Off Maple Sfreet

Off Maple Sfreet
3 Memorial Drive
Memoria Drive
Memorial Drive
Memoria Drive

Memoria Drive
Memoria Drive

Page 6

DATE STYLE

1913
by 1776
c 1783
by 1830
c. 1870 .
c. 1930
c. 1840
c. 1840
c. 1840

1917

1922

1961
Cc. 1840 Grek Rev.
Cc. 1849 Grek Rev.
c. 1830 Gresk/Gothic

Federd
Federd
Itdianate

Gresk Rev.

Reviva

c. 1877 2" Empire
c. 1860
c. 1853

1870-86

1956

19056 Jaoobeen

Revivad
1
m -
m
1993

TYPE
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET
ASHBURNHAM CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT, ASHBURNHAM (WORCESTER CO.), MA

MAP# LOT/PAR. MHC# HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE TYPE
138 6325 Cherles Cushing House 1 Mill Sfreet C183% B
139 63/26 Hamah Cushing Gouse 14 Mill Sfreet €.1840 B
140 62/5 127 Second Methodist Parsonege 6 Pleesant Sfret 1883 Stick B
Gaege 6 Plessant Sfrect C1950 B
141 62/151 128 Herbert & Jennie Merriam House 9 Hessat Sfreet Ci1885 B
Bam 9 Fessat Sfredt B
142  62/5 129 Nethan & Mary Isabd Eaton House 12 Flessat Sfreet €.1860 Quen Anne B
Bam 12 FHessant Sfret CJa8a80 B
143 62/4 130 Charles & Ruth Francis House 14 Fessat Sfret ¢.1860 B
Gaage 14 Plessant Sfreet €.1980 B
144 62/152 131 House 15 Fessant Sfret betw. 1886- Quen Anne B
1898
145 62/3 132 Ohio & Mary Whitney, X. House 16 Hegsat Sfrect ¢.1870 2" Empire B
146 62/153 Teephone Company Building 17 Plessant Sfreet €.1950 Col. Revival B
147 6277 Brooks House 5 Proctor Sfret c.1840 Greek Reviv. B
148 62/87 19 Clarence & Armina Proctor House 8 Proctor Sfreet c.i1s4 Itdianate B
149 62/78 House 9 Proctor Sfreet 1957 Ranch B
150 62/79 House 17 Proctor Sfregt 1969 Ranch B
151 62/85 20 Henry C. Newell House 18 Proctor Sfreet ¢.1870 B
62/81 Vacant Land Proctor Sfreet
62/82 Vecant Land Proctor Sfregt
62/83 Vecant Land Proctor Sfregt
62/63 Vecant Land Proctor Sfreet
62/86 Vecant Land Proctor Sfreet
62/80 Vecant Land Proctor Sfreet
63/30 Vecant Land Proctor Sfreet
152 62/84 House 28 Proctor Sfreet c.1850 B
153 63/29 House 30 Proctor Sfreet Ca873 B
154  63/28 Aima Sawtdle House 34 Proctor Sfregt ¢.1830 B
Garage 34 Proctor Sfreet c.1920 B
1%  63/27 House 40 Proctor Sfreet 1954 Ranch B
156 6114 Winchegter Chair Co. Company House 4 Puffer Sfreet 1869 B
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET
ASHBURNHAM CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT, ASHBURNHAM (WORCESTER CO.), MA

MAP# LOT/PAR. MHC# HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE TYPE
157 61/13 Winchester Chair Co. Company House 6 Puffer Sfreet 1869 B
158 62/114 Joseph Byron House 7 Puffer Sfreet €.1860 B
159 6112 Winchester Chair Co. Company House 8 Puffer Sfreet 1869 B
160 62/115 Reuben Puffer House 9 Puffer Sfreet €.1860 B
161 6111 Winchegter Chair Co. Company House 10 Puffer Sfreet ¢.1870 B
162 61/10 Winchester Chair Co, Company House 12 Puffer Sfreet c.1860 B
163 62/116 Reuben Puffer House 13 Puffer Sfreet €.1860 B
164 62117 House 15 Puffer Sfrest ¢.1910 B
1656 62/118 House 17 Puffer Sfreet ¢.1910 B
166 62/119 House 19 Puffer Sfreet ¢.1910 B
167 62/72 Town Pool River Sfreet €.1930 S
168 62/72 Bath House 2 River Sfreet €.1930 B
169 62/69 24 Benjamin & Irene Merriam House 7 River Sfret cl1840 Grek Rev. B
170 62/72 Boy Scout House 8 River Sfrest €.1860 B
171 6272 Girl Scout House 12 River Sfreet €.1950 B
172 62/93 231 Winchester Chair Co. Company House 1 River Styx Road €.1860 B
173 62/94 232 Seward Skillings House 5 River Styx Road €.1850 B
174  62/95 233 Winchester Chair Co. Company House 7 River Styx Road ¢.1850 B
15 62/9% 234 Winchester Chair Co. Company House 9 River Styx Road cl1860 GrekRev. B
176 62/97 House 13 River Styx Roed ¢.1860 B
177 621 134 Edwin A. & Mary Townsend House 3 School Sfreet betw. 1830 m
1855
178 21/106 135 Shoe Shop 10 School Sfreet betw. 1830- B
1855
179 621 136 Haosea Stone House 9 Schoaol Sfreet C1782 Colonid B
Sdtbox
180 62/52 House 5 Water Sfrest 1950 Ranch B
181 6267 27 Samud & Susen Howard House 6 Water Sfreet Cl1340 Grek Rev. B
182 62/53 28 Silas & Hannah Whitney House 7 Water Sttest " baw. 174- Fed. B
1830

George Winchester Bam 7 Water Sfreet C.1830 B

Vecant Land Water Sfregt
183 62/66 29 Capt. Henry Kibling, J. House 8 Water Sfrest cl1840 GrekRev/ B

Pages

Itdianate

C/NC
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET
ASHBURNHAM CEISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT, ASHBURNHAM (WORCESTER CO.), MA

MAP# LOT/PAR. MHC# HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS DATE  STYLE TYPE C/NC
184 62/~4 30 Pyam & Dolly Burr House 1B3Weater Sfreet by 1830 Federd B C
Shed 13 Water Stteet €.1900 B C
Former Blacksmith Shop 13 Water Stteet €.1900 B C
185 62/64 House 14 Waer Sfreat 1962 Ranch B NC
186 62/62 32 Addison & Susan Walker House 16 Water Sfreet €.1830 B C
187 62/55 31 John Caldwell House N 17 Water Sfreet by 1830 B C
183 62/57 33 Col. Charles Barrett House 19 Water Siteet 186 B C
189 62/61 34 Dr. Merrick & Fanny Walace House 20 Water Stteet €.1840 GreekRev. B C
Garage 20 Water Sfreet C1990 B NC
190 62/56 35 Nancy Barrett House 21 Water Sfreet by 1830 B c
191 62/57A Sutherland Intemational 23 Water Sfrect 1997 B NC
192 62/60 36 Brigham & L orette Wallace House 24 Water Stteet C1340 B C
193 62/59 37 Darwin Woods House 26 Water Stteet Cl1840 GrekRev. B C
19 62/58 38 House 28 Water Stteet late 18*/ B
ealy 19*
195 632 Adamsand Taylor House 31 Water Stteet Ci1830 B NC
1% 633 House 37 Water Sttest €.1850 m -
197 63/4 40 C. & G.C. Winchester Company House 390 Water Sfreet ¢.1860 ’ C
Gaage 390 Water Sfrest €1930 C
198 635 Winchester Chairworks Company House 41 Water Sfreet €.1860 -NV_ I e
19 636 41 C. & G.C. Winchester Company House 43 Water Sfreet ¢.1860 -
Gaage 43 Water Sfreet €.1920 il
200 6311 12 House 46 Water Sfreat c.1840 B e
Gaage 46 Water Sfreet €.1950
201 63/10 House 48 Water Sfreet €.1900 6
202 63/8 Naukeag Cotton Mill Housing 54 Waer Sfret 1849 GrekRev. B %
63/13 Vacant Land Water Stteet
63/12 Vacant Land Water Stteet
63/7 Vacant Land Water Sitest
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET
ASHBURNHAM CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT, ASHBURNHAM (WORCESTER CO.), MA

TOTAL RESOURCES. 197 Conttibuting; 56 Nonconttibuting

189 Conttibuting Buildings 54 Non confributing Buildings
2 Conttibuting Sites
1 Conttibuting Stmcture
5 Confributmg Objects 2 Nonconfributing Objects
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

December 29, 1998

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Flaces > v
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Ashbumham Center Historic District, Ashbumham (Worcester Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc: Christina Sargent, Chair, Ashbumham Historical Commission
LisaMausoif, Preservation Consultant
Ronad Reed, Chair, Ashbumham Board of Sdectmen
John MacMillan, Chair, Ashbumham Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



