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Town  Newton (Nonantum)
Addr ess Adans Street

Hi storic Nane Agudas Achi m Anshei Sfard

Synagogue
ke Present

Oiginal sane
DESCRI PTI ON
Date TQJ2

Source water & building dept. records
Style Classical Revival

Architect unknov: n
Exterior VeIl Fabric brick-

Qutbuildings  none

Myor Alterations (wth dates)

none
Condition
Mosd |\ Date n/a
Acege 6.000 sa.ft. C.NN

dentlal neighhorhood south of

village commercial area,
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRTERA SIATBVENT (i f applicable)

Congregion Agudes Acnim Andlia ZI3id Synegogue possessss integrity of location,
desgn, setting, materids, and workmanship. As the dldest eztant Jewsh congregation in
MeMiton, Massadhusdits it issgnificant under criterion A for itsassoaation Avith tjieir
earlv immigration to the aty. It is d0 sgnificant under criterion C as an m tact @iamDle
QL a sndl scde early symegogue evo-caive o the Sze and means of acongregeion m the
early twentieth century.

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in termsof
other buildings within the community.

The Agudss Achim SynegogLe islocated on the eet Sde o Adans Stret in a modest
densdy devdoped resdentid naighborhood just south of Nonentum s commeadd district.
It isagmdl, ae sory brick dructui'e of rectangular plan st on ahigh conarete
foundation and trimmed wth cagt 2xXe tiie lacedeisfaced wth pressed red brick vile
tdeotiier devations digiay areddigrbrown bnck of lessar qudity. Thetiiree bay
facade isa ticulated by cormer quoins ad is cantered around an enti''v wth doublelesf
panded doors, heeded by aserni-arcular fan. Above the eniry isan oculus containing the
Sa o David, and flanking it are two dongated round arched windows containing 6/6
sseh. All o these daments are highlighted by dternating red and whit® voussouirs A
(s== continuation sheet)
HSTORCAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role ownas played in local or state history andhow the
building relates to the devdopment of the community.

Jamgh immigrant's begen settling in Ne'wton, and particularly in Nonantum (dong mth .
the Irish, Itdian and French Canediag in tlie 1590s However, tliere were no Ichd
congregetions until agroup koTO as Knesses Igradl Was incorporated in 1909- Knesses

» lgad wordhired in ahouse at 97 Ddbv Street in Nonantum, but eventualv distended,
cdling the Ddby Street house m 1914, The remaning mambass joined the congregation
o Agudss Adhim Ansha Sard, which “ves chartered m Oddbe 1911, making Aguoes
Achim the dldest extant congregaion m Newton.

Aitliough amdl and far from wedltliy, tile congregant3 of Agudss Achim enbalload on a

“ampaign to build thelr omn synegogue on Aaams Stret. Mambars gave "acoording to

thelr means' and additiond contributions came from outgde the community - from Jaodb

Sthiff of New Yok, and non-Jaws auch as the former Mayar of Newton, the Honoradle

Jon Wingate Wesks and locd doctors Thomes Gdllagher and Josgoh Hanegen. The comer

doneweaslad in Augud 1912 a a caremony  atended by Mayar Haifiedd and other loca
(== continuation shest)
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City Atlases and Directories, Ord Hidories
Agudasu-ichnn: The Adams Street Synagogue. Newton Massachusttts.

The Jackson Homestead, 1966., Vi <
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IVVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Coramunit)" Newton  FormND:
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Indicate each item on inventor)' form which is being continued bdCT>'.

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE (cont.)

pargpet containing the Sar of David rises above the malded comice. The 9de devations are
five bays longwh the bays sgoa"aed by dhdlow buttresses. Thefirst bay oan eech 9de
contanstwo  6/6 seeh vindov7s ane ebovetlie dier; the tliree centrd bays acotam round
adhaed vimdov!'s afeature continued m ttielast By of tlie north devation, but redaced by an
entjy o the south.

HISTORICAL SGKIACKACE (cont.)

officids as v.dl as leading Basc area Rabois and Cantars This tiny early synegogue remained
the only locd B/ house o vrorship until the incorporation of Tempe Emanud m 1935 (NG
B and condruction o that synegogue on Wad Srest m NeVY'™n Cati'em 193/-

There are no architecturd plans and the archiiect and builder are unknovm. Mudh of tlie v/iork
W3 dore by the congregants tiiemsdves, some o viom vae Killed atisans Trefront Sgos
waeadded in 1919, agift froma maribe in gratitude for tiie sefe return of hisson from Vwald
Wa |. Theinterior was not completed until 1924 vntli the addition of the Hdy Ark and bimah.
Whidh Vias desgned by Samud Katz, a Ulirainian cabingt meker from Chdssg, Massechusdits
Apat from tlieingdlation of plumbing, the building remams virtually unchanged.

The congregation of Agudss Achim remains smdl. It hes never bean dde toretain a full-time
rabbi, cat"ur o Heorew teecher, but continues i) function for Holidays Until recently it dso
liad no Witten record of itshistory. Seveard years ago, volunteers war long under the direction
d the Jadkson Homegteed, Nevrton's Gity Musaum, began collecting ord histories from ssoond
gengraion mant>as o the congregation. Thiseffort culminated in an edliibit and a publi':aion
documenting the higar™ of Agudss Achim. Whiletherf may t)e dder congregations in the
Gregta Bodon areq, with very fev; excgptions they no longer worshipin their origind

At Agudss Achim, children and grandchilaren o the origind mambears continue to
v/odhip in the synegogue and v support a revitdized congregetion.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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