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The Soldani house was built in 1925 at a cost of $92,000. G. J* 
Caanom was the architect. Several other of his buildings still stand 
in Poaca Gity. The builder was 0. F. Keck, who also enjoyed a good 
reputation in the city. «ost of the fine houses of this period were 
built by him, including the first Marland mansion (cf. No. 8)* The 
ooldani house was his last and one of his finest.

Godance Soldani was on the site every day during construction of 
the house to insure the quality of workmanship - literally from the 
ground up. This is apparent in the large foundation stones that were 
used and in the storm cellar with its domed ceiling, iormadoes had 
hit fro&ca. City before the house was built and he^w^nted to make sure 
his family was protected. The walls of the i*ouseAor brick construction 
with buttered joints, which required the weighing of each brick. (A 
scale weighed the Tricks in the yard. Those failing to weigh out 
properly were discarded for use elsewhere.) & glue type of cement was 
used in construction rather than ordinary mortar, windows are of 
beveled plate glass. The roof with its wide eaves is of green glazed 
tile from rrance. There are 8,000 square feet of floor space in the 
house (two full floors, basement and attic).

From the large entrance hall wide double doors open into the 
drawing room with its tiled fireplace and wide, stately stairs. 
xucked behind the stairs is what was sometimes called "the courting 
room." The long bench built into the wall faces a mirror which 
reflects people coming toward the room. There is stained glass over 
the east windows of the music room. Between it and the dining hall 
is the cloak room.

There is also a spaciousness in the arrangement of rooms upstairs
- the nail, a sitting room ¥/ith windows to three directions and French 
doors from the hall itself. All but one bedroom has its own fireplace, 
bath, and large closet. Carved wood and sculptured tile are interesting 
details of two of the fireplaces. Gold leaf has been used in the 
bedrooms, and one has double doors opening out over the roof of the 
porte-cochere, with delicate iron railing.

Other additional downstairs features include a handoome dining 
room cornice of gold leaf *nd a rich red, imported tile fireplaces in 
each of tne main rooms, double swinging doors leading into the butler's 
pantry. There are back stairs which go from the basement to the attic. 
The attic accommodates a game room with terrazzo floors and copper 
chandelier, white ceramic tile covers the kitchen walls and counter 
tops. Off the kitchen is another adjunct of fine homes of fifty years 
ago - the service porch. Woodwork throughout the house is of walnut
- from trees cut on Soldani ranch land in the Osage and shipped to 
Kansas City for milling.
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The Soldani house was planned for gracious living and built 
to last. It has, and with no exterior alterations. Interior 
changes have been limited to those required in converting it 
from a private residence to use as an art center. These were 
made following purchase of the house in 1966 by the Ponca City 
Art Association.
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Architecturally, the house follows no explicit style, although the porches, 
chimneys, broad eaves, and green glazed roof tiles suggest the Mediterranean 
influence that was popular in Oklahoma in the 1920s. One architect has noted, 
not disapprovingly, that it might be described as "Early Oil" - a house well 
designed by an architect to suit nouveau riche tastes, noting the beveled window 
panes and the Italian terrazzo in the basement. A fine exterior feature of the 
east elevation are the tall paladian windows (Photo No. 4) above the stair landing 
between the first and second floors. (Below the landing is the cozy retreat 
popularly referred to in its day as the courting room.)

Interior integrity of the house is almost total, despite its coversion to an 
art museum. Track and flourescent lights have been added to better display the 
art work. However, the light fixtures in place when the art club took over were 
not the original ones. Aside from the lights there have been no interior changes; 
even the panels covering the windows were installed without nail so as not to 
damage the fine walnut woodwork.
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The Godance Soldani house, now the Jb>onca City Art Center, was 
built in 1925 at a cost of $92,000, the last of the important "mansions" 
erected in this part of Fonca City. Built on an entire city block, 
it stood a block west of the first Marland Mansion, now the .ronca uity 
Cultural oenter. (E, W. Marland, Oklahoma 1 s 10th governor, later 
built an even more elaborate mansion, the yilla. Loth houses are 
on the National Kegister») Near by are houses formerly occupied by 
Marland Oil Company (now Continental) executives. After the two 
Marland uouses the Soldani iiouse is perhaps the most impressive built 
in ronca City during the heignt of the oil boom, j*.nd today it stands 
as a memorial, ooth to an accomplished Osage indian and to an era 
when the usage Indians as a tribe, their reservation awash in oil 
wells, were reputed to have the highest per capita income of any 
jbeople on earth.

The Soldani brothers, Sylvester and Godance, were boys in 
when they moved with the Osages from vnestport Landing (present Kansas 
City) to their new reservation in Indian Territory, What is now 
Osage County, the land had been purchased from the Cherokees and it 
lay in the extreme eastern portion of the old Cherokee Strip. The 
two boys were half-blood Osages, their father being a French trader. 
Their early education began at St. Paul's, the Osage Mission School 
in Kansas, and continued in government schools in on the Osage 
reservation.

The brothers married sisters, uosephiae and Katherine Fronkier, 
full-blood members of the Kaw Indian tribe - and cousins of former 
vice President Charles Curtis. When the Osages received their land 
allotments, in 190?, dodance with his ten children controlled twelve 
headrights and Sylvester controlled seven. In time, variance's land 
acquisitions totaled 8,700 acres and that of Sylvester 5,600. The 
two became farmers and ranchers in the western Osage, just east 
across the Arkansas River from Ponca City. Holding their land 
together in a single tract, they were able to operate on a large 
scale. They had extensive herds of cattle, hogs, and horses. They 
grew corn, wheat, oats, and other crops, io Godance Soldani belongs 
the distinction of planting the first alfalfa in Oklahoma,
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Soldani Mansiom

From the early days they took prominent roles in the affairs of 
Ponca City. *>oth were iiamsons. When the Masonic Horn© was built in 
Guthrie, Godance was the state's largest single contributor. 
Sylvester was a leader, not only among the Osages, but in old Oklahoma 
Territory as well, ue was a member of the Constitutional Convention 
of 1907 and a member of tne Oklahoma senate 1908-1909. He was also 
first president of the Oklahoma Society of Indians, ihe Soldanis 
were among the organizers of the uherokee Strip Gowpunchers Association,

viodance was an officer of the n.ay County uas company, organized 
in 1900 to bring gas to Ponca City. The company had leases in both 
Hay and Osage counties, it was on the lease in Osage County that 
the discovery well of the famed isurbank oil field was drilled.

uodance moved to Fonca City in 1898, the family living in a red 
brick house on the site of the "mansion" being nominated* xhe north 
half of the block was used as a playground and athletic field for the 
Ponca city Schools - at his invitation. Me always enjoyed watching 
the activity. Every fall he had the grass mowed and ready for the 
new school year, in uune 19Mf he transferred the hair block to the 
Board of Education for $8,000.

$odanc« Soldani died in his home June 2, 1956. He was one of 
tne oldest living members of the Osage tribe, and one of the most 
colorful residents of Ponca City.
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Please note that we have checked Social/Humanitarian as an area of significance. 
Failing to do so was an oversight, as we do indeed mean to make a case under 
criterion B for its associations with Godance Soldani. True, the house was built 
after the period of his accomplishments. But it was built with the money made 
during that period - atop the basement of the more modest house he lived in while 
accumulating same.

As to how the house is "impressive" ... consider its square-block setting, 
size, gracious lines, fireplaces, solid workmanship ... and, I suppose, cost. In 
an area of nice residences in a small town just beginning to settle down and 
enjoy the finer things that oil money could buy, the Soldani House - with the 
first Marland house in the next block (and also on the National Register) - was, 
well, impressive. If, as admitted in No. 7, it has no over-riding architectural 
significance, so far as style is concerned, it is at least gracious of line and 
boasts almost total integrity.


