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Town Worcester 

Address Rodney Street 

Historic Mane Sarah Munroe Three-Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1892 

Source Worcester House D i r e c t o r y 

Style Queen Anne Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard and 

Outbuildings none 
cut sh ing le 

Major Alterations (with dates)porch 

ba lus t rade replaced - mid-20th cent 

Condition very aood 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting Late 19th century , urban, 

m u l t i - f a m i l v r e s i d e n t i a l s t r ee t 

UTM REFERENCE 19/270110/4683650 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester North 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Michael S t e i n i t z 

Organization Clark U n i v e r s i t y 

Date June 19 80 

Revised f o r MHC by Michael S t e i n i t z - 1 2 / ! 



NATIONAL REGISTER CPvHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Sarah Munroe Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s 
association w i t h the development of an e t h n i c , working-class, r e s i d e n t i a l 
neighborhood i n the Belmont Street area i n the l a t e 19tn century. The house 
is also an unusually well-preserved and w e l l - d e t a i l e d example cf the modest 
forms of Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker b u i l t l o c a l l y i n t h i s period. The 
Munroe Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural fe .tures and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 11 Rodney Street i s a well-preserved example, representative 
of the l o c a l l y popular, e a r l y forms of Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker design. 
The house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i d e - h a l l plan w i t h s i d e - w a l l jog. The 
hip roof has a wide cornice overhang, w i t h paired and s i n g l e decorative 
brackets. The asymmetrical facade has an e n t r y bay w i t h a double-leaf, 
panelled door, w i t h ornate t r i m around the door l i g h t s . The entry i s 
sheltered by a s i n g l e - s t o r y p o r t i c o supported by la t h e - t u r n e d posts w i t h 
decorative brackets. The porch i s flanked by a p r o j e c t i n g , t h r e e - s t o r y 
bay window. Between the f i r s t and second s t o r i e s , a f l a r e d overhang s k i r t , 
clad i n cut s h i n g l e , wraps around the bay and extends back to the s i d e - w a l l 
jog . Paired decorative brackets mark the angles i n the bay window under the 
overhang. Between the second and t h i r d s t o r i e s , a narrower, less f l a r e d , cut 
shingle band wraps only around the bay window. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 
The Munroe Three-Decker was b u i l t ca. 1892 at the eastern end of the l a t e 19th 
century subdivisirms i n the Belmont Street area. The neighborhood developed 
as a focus of working-class Swedish, Swede-Finn, and Finnish f a m i l i e s during 
t h i s p e r i o d . Many res i d e n t s were s k i l l e d metal workers employed by the 
nearby Washburn and Moen Wire Company, or by c h e r l o c a l manufacturing f i r m s . 
The f i r s t known owner of 11 Rodney Street was Mrs. Sarah V. Monroe, who . . 
l i v e d here. Tenants i n 1892 included W i l l i a m Farnsworth, a wire t e s t e r ; , 
Nil s and Gustaf Holmes, wireworkers; and Axel Hammar, a machinist. By 1900, 
the house was owned and occupied by Peter Anderson, a wire worker. Other 
residents included John Anders, a l a b o r e r ; John Anderson J r . , a wireworker; 
Gustaf Sundin, a machinist; and John Erickson, a helper. By 1910, the 
house was owned and occupied by V i c t o r Richard, a baggageman, who l i v e d here 
tnrough the 1920s. By 1930 the house was owned by Dorius Roberts, a p o l i c e ­
man, and Armosa Roberts, both of whom resided here. Tenants that year includec 
Michael O'Connor, a la b o r e r ; and John Liddy, a wireworker. 
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