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Fonii 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR
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COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Plvmouth
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Fo)é NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) m 11/~21
{1. NAME
COMMON:
Pi 1grim Hall-:
AND/OR HISTORIC: [AEATEANE A
2. LOCATION Coagyessionai District #12
STREET AND NUMBEI)i:_ / ' <>, /

75 Court Strtir 40

CITY OR TOWN:

Plymouth

STATE V /. ‘ COUNTY:
M assachusetts — 025 Plymouth
3. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY

OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One)

District S Building . Public Public Acquisition: H  Occupied

Site - Structure IXI Private Q In Process I 1 Unoccupied

e Object ° Both [ [ Being Considered | 1Preservation work [ !

in progress
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

m  Agricultural f7] Government . Park I i Transportation

I | Commercial Q Industrial I | Private Residence e Other (Specify)
[X] Educational . Military I 1 Religious

( | Entertainment |IC] Museum 1 | Scientific

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:

Pilgrim Society

STREET AND NUMBER:

Pilgrim Hall

CITY OR TOWN:

PiXiAQuth M assachusetts
i dLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC:

Plymouth County Register of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Plymouth M assachusetts

6. REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

1. Itivetitory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth
DATE OF SURVEY: 1967 . Federal State Q County
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

M assachusetts Historical Commission

STREET AND NUMBER:

Office of the Secretary, State House

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Boston M assachusetts
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17. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
Excellent . Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins I | Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

Altered * Unoltered . Moved 21 Origir.ol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pilgrim Hall was built in 1824-5from the designs of Alexander Parris,
This two-story rectangular structure is built inthe form of a Gr*ek temple. The
original wooden portico with Doric columns has been replaced by a modified
Tuscan hexastyle portico of dressed granite. The smooth surface provided by
this material, which is also used to facethe main facade, contrasts with the
rough granite ashlar of the side and rear facades. The only ornamental features
found on the building interrupt these smooth wall surfaces. Giant Tuscan
pilasters decorate each end of the main facade. Above the entrance, which is
centered on the wall, is set a square two-stage, recessed panel, A fanlight
decorates the pediment.

In 1904, aflat-roofed library wing, the same height as the eave line of
the main building, was added to the northwest side of the Hall. Although the
basic construction material is rough granite ashlar, afacing of dressed granite
blocks, set infrom the corners and roof line, forms a panel covering most of
the main wall, which is broken by three large windows. Above these openings
a succession of glightly projecting courses topped by a band of three recessed
panels suggests an entablature, cornice and parapet.

70
Cz



CONTINUATION SHEET: Pilgrim Hall, Plymouth, Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
2. Statewide Preservation Plan, First Edition, 1970.

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Office of the Secretary, State House
Boston, M assachusetts 025
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(
1

(
1
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1 Invention
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1824
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Socio I[/Human-
itarion
Theater

Transportation

20th Century

I | Urban Planning

Other rspecily;

Pilgrim Hall Museum, whose cornerstone was laid on September 1, 1824,
is recognized by the American Association of Museums as the fi:~t public museum
in this country. Under the direction of the Pilgrim Society of Plymouth, it has
been the major institution for the interpretation and preservation of Pilgrim
history and artifacts. The Museum features distinguished collections of the fine
and decorative arts, anthropological collections and an outstanding research

library.

The architect of Pilgrim Hall was Alexander Pa/ris of Boston, who also

drew the plans for Boston's St. Paul's Church and the Quincy Market,

Following

the Greek Revival style then popular, Parris designed Pilgrim Hall as a Greek
Temple. Although Parris' wooden portico with Doric columns has now been
replaced by a Tuscan portico in granite, the major portion of the original building

remains intact.

Since its construction. Pilgrim Hall has been the site of Plymouth's
celebration each December of Forefather's Day. Begun shortly before the Revo-
lutionary War, the annual observance commemorates the original landing of the
Pilgrims a Plymouthin 1620. Forefather's Day orations, extolling the virtues
of the Pilgrim settlers, have been delivered by many famous Americans, among
them Edward Everett, Lyman Beecher, Mark Hopkins, Senator Charles Sumner
and Senator Henry Cabot Lodge.
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-NOTIFICATION OF GP.ANT-IN-AID ACTION

Do ».
I. STATf APPLICATION IDINIIMIR 2. (liesTved foruse by Sate  ceilil iiijurmntiuii roci'i> toii ayency) 1
Spc.
74070490
3. GRANTOR: a.federal O'lcncv
Department of the Interior
b. Orgfini/otional unit
National Park Service
c. Adniinistcnng office — (1) Name
Division of Grants
(2) Address - Street orP.0O.Bo« City Stole Zip Code
18th and C Streets, m-/. Washington D.C. 20240
4. FIDCRAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: a. Code b. Title
25-75-00289-00 Pilgrim Hall Devel opnent
c.Rrfae ceiling andwalls will berepaired andpainted andthree picture
frames will be restored.
5. GRANTEE: o. Nome . . . . X i
Massachusetts Ms. Elizabeth R Amadon, Exec. Dir., NAHistorical Conmi ssion
b. Address —Street or P.O. Box City Slote Zip Code
40 Beacon Street Boston Massachusetts 02108
6. GRANTEE  TYPE (Check only  the single most applicable box)
0. Stote b. Inter- c. County d. City e. School f. Special g. Community h. Sponsored i. Other
stole district unit oction orgonizotion
M ° ° ' S ° N . n P
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Yeor Month Day Yeor Month Doy Year M2rfn Ocv Year V.or.tli Ccy
76 76 25 76 25 79 24
Il. IYPc C>FACTION (Check as many boxes as tt/tpiy to ftfits cctiot’)
0. New b. Continuoiion c. Supplemc-ntol d.Change inexisting grant
gront groni gront
(identify agency in item 16) (1) increase in (2 Decreos=e in (3 Concellotion (4@ Increose($) (5 Decrcosx(S)
duration durotion
[ | n L ] ° ° ° ° °
12, A.'/OUNT OF CONTRIBUTION
o. Federol-(l) bosic (2) Sopple:r,entol locol d. Gtlier
J 4,068 J 4,202+ .
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE o. Program fJjniber b. Supplemental Progrom Number
PROGRAW (i fnone, clarify in item IB) 15904
u. AuiHOKkK):{AnoN
o. federol Budg-et Accounts
b. Public Lows PL Title Sec. PL Title PL Title Sec.
8 665
C. US. Code M .S.C. 47ir
15. fACIlinr LOCATION: (for fueility i/iiint actions only)
o. City b. County
75 Court Street, Plynmouth Plymouth D 12

14. RIMARKS

*Pilgrim Society

Prepared by Division of Grants 523(139)-5054

STANDARD FORM |

June 1970 burcou o( ini;
Budget Circulcir A-'"/R
740-101



