FORM B - BUILDING | ; -

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108

Town BROOKLINE MRA
Address Commonwedth Ave.

Historic Nare Peter Fuller Bxiilding

PHOTO: (33" or 3x5", black & white)
staple to left side of form Use Present owned by Boston University

Cadillac showroom, sales S

A*I*l Photo numbe Origina|
repair
DESCRIPTION:
Oct. 25, 1927
Date
Source Building Permt #147?
SKETCH M¥P .

Show property's location i nrelation Style 20th C. "Classical'® ',
to nearest cross streets and/ or y -
geographi cal features. Indicate Architect Albert Kahn (Detroit)
al | buil dings between i nventoried - .
property and nearest intersection, Exterior wall fabric ndiana buff Time-
I'ndicate north. ston, granite &artificial stone

***1024. 6-restore t o original condition after Arny Qutbui I dings o

occupation
197-repl ace west endfloding garage doors with
electric overhead doors Myjor alterations (vith dates)
1960-install 1st floor interior ramp; install
wood exterior door with transom
1965-remove steel sash windows & replace with
Ander son casenent s
Bost on South Quadrangl e

U M Ref erences: 19/ 326600/ 4690600 - " *. Mved N0 Dat e
Map #11
ffi "H™ T - - Approx. acreage less than Qe acre
Recorded by Greer Har dui cke Setting on -the .corner of awde inter-
BC section oVeriooKing zne a.u. oWgS & the
& ganizati‘on it Mass. Turnpi ke & Gonm Ave and abutting
Date 575 the residential area of Cottage Farm

Boston South Quadrangle
um Reference: 19/ 326600/ . 4690600

(Staple additional s here)



N

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIFHCANCE & Dexcribe inportant ar chitectural features
evaluate in tams of other buildings within the connnunity.)

808 Commonweal th Avenue is a 5 story Indiana |imestone structure with large show oom

wi ndows on the 1st and 2nd floors across the front andon 2 bays on the northeast facade.
Monurmental fltfted pilasters begin at the 2ndfloor anddivide the upper wi ndows. The series
of 3w ndows in.between the pilasters are divided into 25 panes. There are stylized e
rosettes in the cornice capping the pilasters. A band of granite, about 3 feet high, begins
at ground level andwaps atound the building. The entrance is between 2 fluted pilasters
and topped by a large entablature. A decorated screen grill andanthem on band sit

above the door. The anthem on band is echoed in the large plate glass w ndows on the

1st floor. An oval carved medallion sits above the entablature. 808 Commonwealth Ave. i s

HSTAGRCAL SAGNHCANE (Explain the role owers played in local or state
history and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the communlty)
808 CGonnnweal t h Avenue, |ongtime hone of the Peter
Fuller Cadillac Dealeaillp, wasbuilt oythe Cadillac Auto Conpany in 192’?toserve the
growing dermana | or the automobile. The Cadillac building stood at the gateway of
"Aut omobil e Row' of Commonweal th Avenue which was the Boston metropolitan "dfS*' s "center
for car sales andservice during the 1920's through the 1960's.

808 Conmonweal th Avenue was designed in 1927 by Al bert Kahn, one of the nost influential
and prolific industrial designers of the ear;.y-md 20th century. Before his death in 1942,
Kahn's firm was responsible for about 19%of al |l industrial buildings inthe US He
was born in Gernmany in 1869 andnoved t o Detroit with his parents -in 1880. After apprenticing
with Mason & Rice (Detroit), he established a practice with Nettleton & Trowbrudge. I n
1902, Kahn formed his own firmin Detroit. Ho was |ater joined by his brothers, Julius
and Moritz.

He i s perhaps best known for his association with Henry Ford. His designs for Ford
include the Highland Park Plant (1909-1918), the Ford River Rouge Plant (Dearborn,
1917-39).

His earliest works, including the Pakard Motor Co. Plant (1903-2910) are of convential
design. Hi s later works incorporated nore innnovative planning techniques, such as
combining a modul ar systemwith lighting from above as used in the George NF Pierce
Plant in Buffalo, Ny (1906). The characteristics of his buildings canme to be an exposed
steel structure, alinear plan, a sawtooth profile, elenment standardization and fast,
| ow- cost construction.

Along with the Ford plants, Kahn designed the Chrysler Half-Ton Truck Plant in
Warren, the Fisher Body Co. Planr (Cleveland, 1922), andthe GV Building (Detroit). He
was also th e conpany architect for the Packard Motor Car Go. | nthe 1930's, Kahn wentt o

B B G3AHY and/ or REFERENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Brookline buidling permts
McMiIlian Dictionary of Architects
Grant Hildebrand, Designing for Industry, (Canbridge (MY 1974

<'f-'fii%.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cemrainity: Farn No:

BROOKLINE 4117-1
MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL  COMISSON o ,
Office of the Secretary, Boston hiUrJjJtr JUlck”

Property Name Cadillac Building

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below.

the largest automobile showoomi nthearea and retains-most of its architectural
integrity.
l. lrl \ II* . ] . ] - 1 : /\II. .II -

Ne
H STOR CAL S| G\ FI CANCE ( p. 2) /

Russi a and designed over 500 factories.
Kahn's work was not |imted toindustrial design. He designed residences, comercial

buil dings and a nunber of educational buildings for theUniversity of Mchigan at Ann Arbor.
808 Commonweal th was constructed of reinforced concrete displaying nore elaboration

thdn used i nthefactory buildings tobe theshowlace for theCadillac luxurycar.

This building and t hetransportation revolution i trepresents mark an important

chavter i nt he devel opnent of theMetropolitan area.

® ."*...

structures desi gned by
808 Commonweal th Ave. nmeets NR criteria A & B as being one of t hefew'Al bert Kahn, one
of theleading industrial architects of the20th century, i ntheBos con area and being
a building connnected with thenewy developed transportation revolution of the automobile.

.f (LN ° e

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



NPS Form 10-900-»
(3B2)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation

sheet Item number

OMB No.
Expires

Pege

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Namne BrookHnP. MRA

State

MASSACHTTSFITS

Nomination/Type of Review

21

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

21.

28.

29.

30.

Elliot, General Sinon, Entered la tM Keeper
House

Attest

Ermett Cottage Entered |a tko I"Kegper

K&tlonal Begister Attest

Fer nwood Entered 1» t*« I"Kegper
Hational Seflrter

Attest

Fire Station #7 Itetered Im tbe K eeper

Ifational Register
Attest
Fisher Hill Historic District fi-  ("Keeper

Mtlonal Hetiats}™ "\ \ggh

Francis, Dr. Tgppan Eustis, 2 < .. H eeper
HloLen Edt»r»G @ iijaa

Attest
Fuller, Peter, Building e
National Begister
Attest
CGoddard, John, House ) )
Sutioaal Begister ecper
Attest
Graf f am Devel opment Entered la t*« T eper
Historic District Hational Register
Attest
Geen Hill Historic District NTNegper
Eat wsel |
“ Attest.

adrilBiml Register

Date/Signature

Pdclc-i AN

Ap{iu”-u..

1024-0013
10-31-87

okfPkS")

pok, 7kP.

Ly AN A idiep /£ !



o> Fecee “
WASO Form -177 UNITEO STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR C
("R" Juna 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE C r'k

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Fuller, Peter, Building (Brookline MRA)

Norfolk County A

MASSACHUSETTS
Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: —r”-y ~ .-
Date Due: [oA[NI" ~ NN ]

Entered [jf thgA'Ae"-  fcAANCEPT.

O resubmission Afatifsmam.-. 2 RETURN.

e nomination by person or local government TIstSB _ REJECT.

n owner objection Federal Agency:

Q appead

Substantive Review: « sample * request EH appeal O NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Statut Pretent Ute
Public Aoquliition Accenlble

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check ona Chedc ona

excellent || deteriorated unaltered » original tite
d ! good CU ruint altered moved date.
o fair unexpoted

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph

0 completeness yv. fe I A A

e clarity - - o -
« alterations/integrity

1 Idates L

O boundary selection "



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Checl( and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph A" IMLO i TAii-H-NEIN tr7f e A
« completeness ' ' p i
. clarity _ fi7: 1™MTTt

cn applicable criteria
CD justification of areas chedced
CD relating significance to the resource

e context e -NF-
« relationship of integrity to sitiificance f M
e justification of exception
. Other lllf 1 .l l
e .:_/\_y.'_’ .S it

9. IMaJor Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

' I I i 'ffr-'~
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state it:
national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

* Mais oo KNAT MU

e Photographs * !

» other : .
o ¢ of - .

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:.

Comments for any itsm may be continued on an attached sheet
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Bogon Univergty

office of Community Reations
147 Bay State Road

Boston, Massacliusetts 02215
617/353-2292

July 10, 1985

Boston University i s pleased tosupport thenomnation of the Puller
Cadi | l ac- A dsmobi | e Bui | di ng, 808 Gormonweal th Avenue, now owned by

the University, tothe National Register of Historic Places.

The buil ding was designed i n1928 by Al bert Kahn, a Detroit
architect of intematlonal inportance for his work as a designer of
industrial structures, especially buildings for the autonobile
Industry. Kahn's Cadillac-Q dsnobile Building i s one of the nost
splendid of of the autonobile showoons that were constructed al ong
Gmonweal th Avenue i ntheearly twentieth century, several of which
the University has purchased and adapted for academ c purposes.
Wth handsone |imestone facades of el egant classical proportions,
the Cadillac-0O dsmobile Building narks a major intersection i n the
canpus andi s anotable |andmark for both Gormonweal th Avenue and
the Charles River Canpus.

i
W endorse this proposal by the Town of Brookline and encourage t he
recognition of this fine building' s historic andarchitectural
significance. |headaptive re-use which the Universitypresently
plans for the Cadillac-0Adsnobile buildingisintended to preserve
its architectural integrity, while enhancing itscontributionto the
acadenmic andcultural life of the Wiiverslty and the surrounding

communi ti es.



