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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON. MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", blacit and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
1ntersect1on{s). 
Indicate north 

AREA FORM NO. 

2542 

Newton, Mass, MRA  
Town NEWTON (Newtonville) 

Address 8 Cen t ra l Avenue 

Historic Name Amos Judkins House 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1884 

Source C i t y D i r e c t r i e s 

Style Queen Anne 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards/shingles 

Outbuildings Carr iage House 

Major Alterations (with dates) ""i^e 

(SEE ATTACHED MAP) Condition Good 

Moved no Date 

Acreage 35,848 sq. f t . (le*>s {V\gy\ \ acr&) 

Setting Edae of V i c t o r i a n r e s i d e n t i a 

neighborhood, along C r a f t s St ree t 

UTM REFERENCE 19 .^18280.^^91460 

USGS QUADRANGLE NEWTON, MA 

SCALE 1:25 , 900 

Recorded by Kathlm Hatch, Peter Stott 

Organization Newton H i s t o r i c a l Comm 

Date November 1976, April 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( I f applicable) 

The Amos Judkins House i s an e x c e p t i o n a l l o c a l example of Queen Anne s t y l e 
a r c h i t e c t u r e which has su rv ived v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t . I t thus meets c r i t e r i o n 
C of the N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P laces . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In tern of 
other buildings within the comunity. 
Based l o o s e l y on the mid-19th-century medieval manor houses erected i n 
England by Richard Norman Shaw, the design of 8 Central Avenue displays the 
e c c e n t r i c i t y and inventiveness t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d the American Queen Anne 
s t y l e . The b u i l d i n g ' s o v e r a l l form i s i r r e g u l a r , and the w a l l areas, 
covered w i t h both clapboards and dec o r a t i v e wood s h i n g l e s , contain recessed 
balconies and a complex p a t t e r n of asymmetrical p r o j e c t i o n s , a l l of which 
are h e a v i l y ornamented w i t h turned b a l u s t e r s , paneling, i n c i s e d decoration, 
and s c r o l l w o r k . The f r o n t porch, fa c i n g Central Avenue, has a gabled e n t r y 
w i t h dropped r e t u r n s , and the side e l e v a t i o n f eatures both a porte-cochere 
and glazed conservatory. The high c l u s t e r e d chimneys, e s p e c i a l l y the f r o n t 
e x t e r i o r chimney w i t h curved shoulders, are very c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the more 
elaborate versions of Queen Anne design. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Amos C. Judkins (1838-1906), a n a t i v e of Maine, b u i l t t h i s large Queen Anne 
s t y l e residence i n 1884. He moved t o t h i s large corner l o t from a house i n 
the same neighborhood at Lowell and Watertown s t r e e t s . 

Judkins was i n the r a i l r o a d car wheel manufacturing business i n Boston 
f o r much of his l i f e , but i n his r e t i r e m e n t he played a key r o l e i n the 
deveiopment of t h i s s e c t i o n of N e w t o n v i l l e . With John H. Lothrop, who also 
l i v e d on Central Avenue, he bought l a r g e t r a c t s of land i n the 
Crafts/Watertown s t r e e t s area, which were subdivided i n t o house l o t s during 
the l a t e 1880s and 1890s. Judkins S t r e e t , located d i r e c t l y across from his 
home o f f C r a f t s S t r e e t , was named a f t e r him. A f t e r h i s death i n 1906, the 
house reverted to his widow, Mary F. Judkins. 

Amos Judkins was a d i r e c t o r of the Newtonville Trust Company and a 
member of the Central Congregational Church. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

"Amos C. Judkins," Newton Graphic 8 June 1906, p. 4, 
Atlases: 1907, 1895, 1886, 1874. 
City D i r e c t o r i e s : 1907-1883. 
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81. Hyde, Gershom, House B ^ ' ^ - ^'^^^^^^^ 
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^K^eper , . ^ ^ ^ A w ^ ^ i ^ < ^ 

82. Jackson House 

83. Jackson, Samuel, J r . , 
House 

Eatorsd in -'che 
^RtioruLL Eegiste? 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

?/A4 
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84. Jennison , Joshua, House JJi-iterti in. th*» 

Attest 

/ieeeper 
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85. Judk ins , Amos, House 

86. King House 

87. Kingsbury House 

88. K i s t l e r House 
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90. Mount Pleasant 
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"^Keeper 
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WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Judkins, Amos, House (Newton MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

n resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

Working No. — . 
Fed. Reg. Date: . j U L 2 3 1986 
Date Due: . 

Entered i n W RETURN 

aatlonal aeglBter. 
Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: d ! sample • request D appeal CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes n n o 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

r n unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

CZl altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

[ZJ summary paragraph 
mi completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below ; > i': 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ^r/j one pa/-£(grap/jj 

im summary paragraph - . yyi'l ' A 
mi completeness 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria , ' j . 
• justification of areas checked 
CZl relating significance to the resource 
CU context ' ' • 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed ̂  Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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C i t y of Newton Assessor 's Haps. Sheet 17 
Met r i c S e r i e s . 1979 
Scale: UTM grid line Interval - 100 meters (328 feet) 

Newton, Mass. MRA 
8 Central Ave., Newtonville 
(Amos Judkins House) 
23-15-34 


