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The Siemer House is a two-story rectangular structure of locally manufactured 
brick. It has a flat roof, and is two bays deep and five bays wide. The symmetrical 
facade features a central entrance, and the plan of the house is arranged around 
a central hall and straight staircase. Windows are 4/4 in double-hung sashes, with 
plain stone lintels on the first floor level and cornice trim on those of the 
second floor. This cornice trim is repeated above the front door transom. The 
plain cornice of the house features double brackets at the corners and single 
brackets on front and sides.

The interior is divided into apartments, one on each side of the central hallway, 
and a five-room apartment which occupies the whole second floor.

The original structure is said to have been only one story high, with the second 
floor added later (date unknown) by the original builder and owner. A small 
rectangular brick addition was made at the rear for an enclosed kitchen, creating 
a porch on the second floor. More recent alterations include the reconstruction 
of the front steps and the removal of shutters. The structure was originally 
a single-family dwelling; conversion to apartments within the last few decades 
caused no essential structural changes on exterior or interior.

The house is located in a mixed commercial-residential area of the city.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although the Siemer House has suggestions, in its symmetry and window arrangement, 
of the Federal style, it is essentially a product of local craftsmanship and 
an example of Iowa's vernacular architecture. It was built by J.C. Frederick 
Siemer, a brickmason and plasterer, who came to Davenport from Schleswig-Holstein 
in the 1850's. That decade was the beginning of a large immigration movement 
from Germany to the United States (including Davenport) having its roots in the 
political and social conflicts which rose in Europe in the late 1840 f s. For 
much of the latter half of the 19th century, the German influence dominated 
the Davenport community, expressed via a large number of German newspapers, chur­ 
ches, social organizations, and buildings, in which Frederick Siemer's house 
is included. Another reason for the recognition of this house is that the 
number of mid-19th^century structures in Davenport is decreasing due to various 
redevelopment projects, lending importance to this house as an artifact from 
the city's early history.
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