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ARCH TECTURAL 9 GNH CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The area outlined on the map representsa large portion of a residential sub-
division devel oped by Peter Graffam during the 1890's. Although Gsborne Road

was also part of the subdivision, i tisnot included inthis narrative because so
many of the houses on the street have been radically altered, either through

poor application of alumnum or vinyl siding and /or the removal or obliteration
of original architectural detailing.

Houses on Abbottsford and Manchester Roads, however, have, for the nost part,
retained their architectural integrity and remain fine exanples of tum of-the
century residential architecture. Many of themwere designed by the sane archi-
tectural firms which explains the consistencyinbuilding materials (tlapboard,

bevel ed siding, shingles) and architectural features (pedimented dorners; stained

gl ass wi ndows; |arge porches with spool and spindle balusters; rounded bays; turrets;
hip or pitch roofs; and wide friezes with dentils, brackets, and modillions.) Sub-
stantial insize and exhibiting i"Jy Colonial Revival details, these homes were built

HSTCR CAL S AN HCANCE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what caused it,
and how it affected comunity; be specific).

In 1893-4 Beter Graffam a devel oped fromMiden who worked i n the Anes Buil ding

in Boston, purchased the land on which OGsborne, Abbottsford, and Manchester Roads
were eventually laid out. Previous owners of this area had been the Sewall famly
in the 17th century (Judge Sewall wasfthe presiding magistrate at the Wtch Trials

in Salem; Israel Thorndike, an early 19th century Boston merchants; and Henry Bl aney
who, in 1874, lived on nearby Babcock Street. Edward C W/son and J. Sawyer, then
trustees of the property, sold the Jand to Peter Graffam

Befun i n 1894, the devel opment was concluded with the construction of #16 Manchester
Road i n 1906-07. A nunber of houses built inthis area were not sold i nmediately
after their conmpletion, but rather renmained vacant for one or two years or were rented
out by Graffamuntil a permanent owner had been found. The majority of people who
noved to this neighborhood were involved i nmanagerial or executivepositions with
Boston manufacturing firms. Other owners included a newspaper editor, a doctor,na
minister, and a druggist. Today, the nost fanmous house i nthe area i s #51 Abbottsford
Road (F-5), purchased in 1921 by Joseph P Kennedy and now known as the birthplace

of Robert F. Kennedy.

This area, developed by one man over a twenty-two year period, is one of several
residential neighborhoods whose gr**h was a direct result of the widening of Beacon
Street in 1888-89 and the arrival of the electric streetcar during that same period.

Al though the other areas, notabl e that devel oped by David MKay (Thorndike. Coolidge

and Fuller Streets) and that by Henry Coolidge (Russell, Verndale, and Kenwood and
parts of Columbia Roads) are contenporaries of the Graffam devel opnent, they do not have
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Architectural Significance . . ;
for single famlies by Peter Graffam pr by the people to whone he sold the enpty lots.

This area lies between two major through streets, Naples Road and Babcock Street,

both of which run fromHarvard Street to Commonweal th Avenue. Like other neighborhoods

in North Brookline, this one has been densely devel oped; property lots are seldom |arger
than six or seven thousand square feet; comer lots are somewhat |arger. Although the
houses are large, the set backs fromthe street range from20 to 25 feet. .

Anong the architects who designed houses i nthe area were Charles Park: "architect of a
nunber of Colonial Revival style homes i n Brooklineas well as the Beacon Street residential
hotel, Hanpton Court;: Greenleaf and Cobb, the nost prolific of the firms designingin

the area (Albert Cobb studied at MT and worked i n the offices of Peabody and Steamns-

he was also co-author of Anmerican Donmestic Architecture, publishedin 1889); the Blaikie
Brothers, who specialized i nmulti-famly housing and were active i n Back Bay;, and

Tristram Griffin, who designed one other house i n Brookline: 12 Vernon Street*

3 . . Ve - o .., " !

Hi storical Significance "> :

the architectural consistency and harnony as well as visual continuity
of this area. Such qualities nake the nei ghbo;hood worthy of recognition

and preservation.

The Gaffam Devel opnent neets MR criteria AB and G Dbei n% an area 'whose
devel opment was a direct result of the w dening of Beacon Street and the
arrival of public trans?ortauon inthe formof the electric streetcar.
It was the schene of Peter Graffam one of the d evelopers responsible”
for the "streetcar suburb" a%earance of nmuch of North Bro_okllnetoda%
and the neighborhood of the Kennedy famly in the 1920s. Finally, within
itsborders are sone fine exanples of Colonial Revival and transitional
Queen Anne/ Col oni al Revival styles. : A

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



GRAHFAM CEVELAPMENT DI STRICT - AREAF »

MAPH ATCRESS DATE ARCH TECT CR A NAL OMER STATUSt
11 Abbottsford Road 1898 Greenl eaf and Cobb Graf fam C
12 Abbottsford Road 1900 Unknown Van Der Poel C
19 Abbottsford Road 1899 Unknown Graf fam C
F-1 20 Abbottsford Road 1900 Unknown Hudnut C
25 Abbottsford Road 1898 Greenl eaf and Cobb Graffam C
F2 26 Abbottsford Road 1899 Unknown Graffam C
29 Abbottsford Road 1897 Unknown Surette C
33 Abbottsford Road 1897 Unknown Moss , -fi fe
34 Abbottsford Road 1898 Greenl eaf and Cobb Graffam ~ C
F3 40 Abbottsford Road 1897 Greenleaf and Cobb Graffam,, C
4 43 Abbottsford Road 1897 Greenl eaf and Cobb Graffam , > | C
46 Abbottsford Road 1901 Unknown G af f amfi’ Cc
F5 51 Abbottsford Road 1897 Greenl eaf and Cobb Graffam C
150 Babcock Street 1896 Unknown Waite
156 Babcock Street 1895 Unknown Brunel | e >, C
162 Babcock Street 1897 Unknown Véod
170 Babcock Street 1895 Unknown i Burtchel | -
182 Babcock Street 1895 Unknown Hubbar d -
~6 11 Manchester Road 1903 Unknown M Cabe c
12 Manchester Road 1902 Unknown McCabe ffv C
16 Manchester Road/ 1906-7  Unknown LeFrancis m. ¢
F-7 125 Stedman Street C.
17 Manchester Road 1902 Unknown M Cabe e
23 Manchester Road 1895 Greenl eaf and Gobb Hunt 'C
28 Manchester Road 1899 Greenl eaf and Cobb But | er NC
I 29 Manchester Road 1898 Greenl eaf Graffam G
@ @32 Manchester Road 1897 Greenleaf and Cobb Stevens G
F8 33 Manchester Road 1899 Greenl eaf and Cobb Graf fam C
3" Manchester Road 1897 Bl ai kie Brothers Jenks 'e
F9 41 Manchester Road 1899 Greenl eaf Graf fam e-"
42 Manchester Road 1901 Unknown Bl ack
F-10 47 Manchester Road 1897 Griffin Graffam
48 Manchester Road 1898 Bl ai ki e Brothers Roblin wic
51-9 Manchester Road 1929 Silverman and Brown Dwi ght Realty
58 Manchest er Road 1962 Ross Mass. Beta--Upsilon Assoc NC
114 Napl es Road 1895 Unknown Graf fam C
F-11 122 Nap.les Road 1895 Par k Graffam
127 Napl es Road 1897 Unknown Shapl ei gh N
132 Napl es Road 1896 Unknown Burleu g\

*C-Contributing Property; NC- Non-Contributing Property



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register off Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Brookline MRA

state MASSACHUSET T ¢
Nom.ination/Type of Review Date/Signature
21' Elliot, General Sinon, Entered | a - UM Keeper
House
Attest
2. Emett Cottage Entered I n tljle feeper  "pdiAN-AALAKM AN V=T e
Il-tbtl ohél 3ed >>tq . Attest
23.  Fer nwood Keeper -0k/pks)
Hational Se«i»ter
Attest
2. Fire Station #7 ~ Srtwrsd in ths Keeper . ;NILINMI-<AreMmIn Apokf7k
* Satlonal Register N P P
Attest
25.  Fisher Hill Historic District «a f eeeper
26. Francis, Dr. Tappan Eustis, N Keeper
House
Attest
21. Fuller, Peter, Building MKeeper
National He«ist»T
Attest
28. Goddard, John, House Hyljaete T« "ait jfreper
latloiial Register
Attest
29. Graffam Development Entered la tte [A"Bepar  Mp(A-NAUNNANNEN e [£3
Historic District National Heflater
Attest
30. Geen Hill Historic District N TTeeper
Attest

lat> 2e8d Begi st er
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASO Form e« 177
("R" Jun» 1984)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Graffam Development Historic District

(Brookline MRA)
Norfolk County

o

MASSACHUSETTS ' " Working No A
Fed. Reg. Date: BEAAVA T
Date Due: lo/l3/in ' "< [9/Pi
Actfon: ti-'-iirrppT Vi

EZI resubmission Eataeil la Isf RETURN

e nomination by person or local government National Be"lsftec .REJECT.

CD owner objection
Q appead

Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: CH sample e request Q appea Cl] NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Stitut Pretent Ute
Public Acqultition Aceettible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no
7. Description
Condition Check one Chek one
excellent || deteriorated unaltered original lite
CZl good CH ruint altered nnoved date.
o fair CD unexpoted

Describe tlie present and original (if known) physical appearance

CZ summary paragraph - ;
CZI completeness ! .
CDclarity -

CZl alterations/integrity

CZ dates

CZ boundary selection : '



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Q summary paragraph
CZ completeness

CZ applicable criteria

CZ justification of areas checked

CZ relating significance to the resource
CZ context

CZ relationship of integrity to significance
CZ justification of exception

e other ‘o'ofifA! 7

oo leofe -fAI>T%

9. Major Bibiiographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
« Photographs
» other

Questions conoemihg this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

S VYL VY

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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ROLLINS, ROLLINS, FOX a BUSH
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
220 BOYLSTON STREET
CHESTNUT HILU MASSACHUSETTS 021647 1985

(617) 969-7555

RUTH SHARPE

MASI>. mkx»

DANIEU 6. ROLLINS (leiO'ieTS) JAMES LEVENSOHN
SELMA R. ROLLINS or COUNSEL
MYRON J.FOX 969-7770
JOHN J. BUSH, JR. June 27, 1985

Valerie A Tal mage s'e'eel N A,

Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Office

Massachusetts Historical Comm sSion

80 Boylston Street

Bost on, MA 02155 | Mt

Re: National Register Listing,
48 Manchester Road, Brookline '

Dear Ms. Tal mage:

Encl osed please find theobjection of Janesand
Grace Shen t ot helisting of t heabove-referenced property
with theNational Register of Historic Places.

Pl ease advise i f anything further needs t obe done.

Very truly yours,

Myron J. Fox

MIF: sg

Encl osure



GBIECTI ON TO LI STI NG

Shen, Janes CY. andGrace S H
48 Manchester Road 052 04-00
Brookline, M\ 02146

The undersigned hereby certify that they are together
the sole owners of property located at 48 Manchester Road,
Brookline, Massachusetts, andthat they object tothelisting

of said property with theNational Register of Historic Places,

Executed this day of June , 1985.

Ji*S CY. SEN

QRACE S H SHEN
QOMMNVEALTH CGF MASSACHUSETTS
M DDLESEX, S S June :20, 1985
Then personally appeared t heabove-named JAMES CY. SHEN
and (RACE S H SHEN and acknow edged t heforegoing t obe their

free act anddeed, before ne.

Notary public

My comm ssion expires:



