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1. Name

historic MILES PRATT HOUSE

and or common PRATT-ROBINSON-WRIGHT HOUSE

2. Location

street & number Mt. Auburn St.
city, town Watertown vicinity of
state Massachusetts AN 025 county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
district public X occupied
X building(s) X private unoccupied
structure both work in progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
object . in process X yes: restricted
" being considered yes: unrestricted
no
4. Owner of Property
name Pratt Realty Trust
street & number 106 Mt. Auburn St.
city, town Watertown N/A vicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

208 Canbridge St.

street & number

city, town E. Cambridge

Middlesex Registry of

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only

received APR | Q 1985

date entered 9 1985

not for publication

Middlesex
code
Present Use
agriculture museum
X commercial park
educational private residence
entertainment religious
government scientific
industrial transportation
military A other:
state Massachusetts
Deeds
state  MBssachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Watertown Historic Resources

e _ynventory

date September, 1982

depository for survey records

city, town Watertown

cent.

has this property been determined eligible? yes X no

federal state county X, local

Watertown Dept. of Community Development and Planning

state MA



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

JL_ excellent deteriorated unaltered JC— original site
good ruins -X— altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Miles Pratt House, built ca. 1863, faces south on a suburban plot at the
corner of Mt. Auburn and Palfrey Streets in Watertown, Massachusetts, about
3/10 of a mile from Watertown Square. The house is set back from the sidewalk
about 20 to 25 feet. A driveway off Mt. Auburn Street passes along the house's
east side and leads to a carriage house at the lot's rear. The lot was
originally enclosed with a fine cast-iron Greek Revival fence; the granite
gateposts and gate from this fence still remain.

The immediately surrounding neighborhood is residential, containing a mix of
mid-nineteenth century to early twentieth century housing on moderate-sized
suburban lots. A mid-twentieth century house is located next door. T
While no prehistoric archeological sites are recorded in the immediate area of
the Miles Pratt House, many sites are known along the Charles River, especially
in the vicinity of Watertown Square, where a ford and fishwier were located.”
There is thus potential for prehistoric resources, since the house seems to
have been the first building on the lot and ground disturbance may be minimal.
Historic archeological resources likely to be evident on the property include
refuse scatter and other subsurface features such as privies, trash pits,
wells, or undocumented outbuildings.

The main block of the house is a gable-roofed, wood-frame structure, three bays
wide and 2 1/2 stories tall. A large 2 1/2 story wing with a low pitched gable
roof extends to the rear. Thoughthe primary facade is traditionally balanced,
the plan and side elevations are asymmetrically organized. The main block is
clad in wide shiplap boards, while the wing is clapboarded. The foundations
are original brick.  The roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles. .7

The house displays some inventive and finely detailed characteristics of the
Italianate style. The house's most distinguished feature is a bold scalloped
canopy with turned drops, which shelters the main entry. This canopy forms the
base of a small balustraded balcony above. The central door surround is
composed of full-length sidelights and a transom glazed with etched glass.

The deep eaves of the roof are supported on paired brackets.

The south-facing facade is three bays wide with a central entry, described
above. The door is a twentieth-century replacement. Five windows are placed
symmetrically around the entrance. The first-floor windows are long, with 6/6
double-hung sash and molded architraves, topped by pediments on carved
consoles. The three second-floor windows have cornice lintels. All windows
have footed sills. To the east of the main elevation is the end of a
flat-roofed loggia.
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The east elevation of the main block is dominated by this loggia, which is
supported on three chamfered, posts and is embellished by the same scalloped
motif found on the main entry. A single long window, like those on the south
elevation, is sheltered by the loggia. Above the loggia is a band of three
closely set round-arched windows. In the gable field is a round-arched window
with a drip molding.

Next to the loggia is a one-story extension of the rear wing, with a flat,
bracketed roof. On the south side of the extension is a long 4/4 window
opening onto the loggia. The extension is five bays long and contains a simple
central door with a two-light transom, flanked by two 6/6 windows to the south
and two 4/4 windows to the north. On the second floor of the wing's east
elevation is a three-sided bay with 6/6 sash on its diagonal faces.

A two-story projecting bay, basically rectangular in shape, is centrally placed
on the west elevation of the main block. It is divided between the first and
second stories by a convex copper roof that is supported by brackets. The bay
is capped by a bracketed cornice with a broken pediment. On the first floor,
the bay has three tall, narrow windows across its front and a single tall
window on each side. The slightly smaller second story of the bay has windows
with segmental arches that are arranged in the same manner. The gable field
has the same round-arched window found on the east elevation.

Around the corner, on the main block's rear elevation, there is a single 2/2
window on the first floor and a three-sided oriel with a rounded copper roof on
the second floor. The fenestration of the west elevation of the wing is
irregular.  Atrellised arbor shelters the simple, central side entrance.

On the first floor of the wing's rear elevation is a narrow, off-center door
with a two-light transom. It is flanked by two windows with 6/6 sash. The
small window to the right of the door is a recent alteration. On the second
floor, four 6/6 windows are evenly spaced but asymmetrically placed. In the
gable field are paired windows with 6/6 sash surrounded by a footed architrave.

On the interior, the two primary public rooms are in the main block. A central
hall, containing a cantilevered curving staircase, leads to the library and
living room on the left and right respectively. In the library, interior
finishes include an Eastlake-style walnut bookcase, which matches the surround
and overmantel of the fireplace. The living room at one time had sliding
pocket doors leading to the back parlor. In the wing are two more public
rooms--the back parlor and dining room--each with fireplaces with late Greek
Revival marble mantels. A kitchen and laundry are located to the rear. On the
second floor are five rooms.
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The two-story frame carriage house (probably built at the same time as the
house) is sheathed in clapboard and has a gable roof covered with asphalt
shingles. The original facade of the structure has been altered by the

installation of garage doors early in the twentieth century. Above the garage
doors is a hay window.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric X archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates ca. 1863 Builder Architect unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Mles Pratt House, at 106 M. Auburn Street in Vetertown, Mssachusetts,
%sesses mtegntk/ of location, design, setting, materials, and worknanshi p.

e house i s architecturally significant as Vdtertow's best exanpl e of _
high-style Italianate residential architecture. It isalso significant for its
associations wth the local industrialist Mles Pratt, and for its role in the
devel opnent of M. Adburn Street, Vitertomn's nost fashionabl e residential
arteré/ inthesecond half of the nineteenth century. It neets Criteria A B '
|anol | for listing onthe National Register of Hstoric Paces on the |ocal

evel .

The Mles Pratt House issignificant as arare exanpl e of high-styleltalianate
donestic architecture in Veiertoan. This well-preserved house retains all of
its significant original features, includi ng|ts_shlpl ap board sheat hi ng,
intended to simulate stone, and its rich decorative trimonthe nanentry,
w ndows, | oggia, and cornice, which i s an elegant exposition of the Italianate
style. Theconplex plan, wth jts fornal nain block and |arge rear wngwth
service roons beyond, the bay wndows, theoriel, and the_IoPFnaare al |
inportant structural features of the [talianate style. Finally, the house has
been careful ly rehabilitated, and thus stands out as a synbd Of o
Eggservatlon practises ina conmuni ty wose nineteenth-century housing stock
been overwhel mngly sided wth unsynpathetic nodern naterials.

M. Auourn Street has been aprincipal transportationaxis through Vétertown
since prehistoric tines, wen it was the naintrail fromthe Mssachusetts Bay
area to Gonnecticut. Inthe Golonial period, Vitertown' s civic center vas
located at M. Auburn and Bl nont Streets, and in the Federal period, the M.
Aburn Sreet corridor between Vit ertown and Gantori dge becane the location of a
nuniber of suburban estates. The tom center shifted to Vetertowmn Syuare early
in the nineteenth century, but horse railway routes (beginning in 1857), and
later, trolley lines along M. Auburn Street jnsured the continued suburban
residential use of the street.

Wi le Vitertown was settled very early in theseventeenth century (original
tom grant 1630), it had limted grovth until theearly nineteenth century.
Wth its location on the banks of the Charles Rver, close tothe nercantile *
center of Boston, VEtertomn then becane an inportant industrial and suburban
tom on the prinary western corridor of Boston expansi on.

According toa famly nenoir. Mles Pratt noved tothe house at 106 M. Auburn
Street, ontheoutskirts of theresidential district surrounding Vetertown
Square, inapproxinately 1863. It is not clear whether he actually had the
house constructed. Pratt was born in 1825 although little else i s kmowm of
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his early life. Bythe nnd 1850s, he had settled in Vdtertomn, were be -
founded the Pratt Conpany, ananufacturer of iron stoves wth |t.sfound_r?/ and
vwharves on Glen Street at the Charles Rver. The Pratt npany is credifed
wth production of sone of the earliest effective coal and conbination

coal /wood stoves for residential use.

Wth the advent of the Gvil Ver, the Pratt prospered and grew During
the war, the Vetertoamn Arsenal contracted wth the Pratt Conpany to produce
cannonbal | s, shells, and gun-carriage casi ngs. U to 275 tons of iron !o_er
noth were used in their production. In 187/4 the c© , which was still
under Pratt's |eadership, consolidated wth the Geor ker , 1t was
incorporated as the Vel ker and Pratt Manufacturin in 1877. "Wthnew
capital, the plant and business expanded toinclude the nanufacture of heatin
and ventilating apparatus for institutions and businesses. Thefirmbhad retai
stores in Boston and on the Vst (oast.

Mles Pratt was acivic as well as anindustrial leader. Hewvas instrunental
in foundi nlglthe Vitertomn Free Public Library. Pratt was also knom as an
ardent abolitionist. Hedied in 182 at the age of 57.

After 1900, Pratt's daughter, Gace Pratt Fobinson, and her husband, G
Frederick Robinson, lived in the house. FRobinson andtheir daughter, Rith
Fobi nson Weel er, coauthored Geat Little Vitertown, asinply witten narrative
of the history of Vetertown, and the only hi story of the tom to be publ i shed

between 1893 and 1976. Vdtertow's popul ation nearly doubled in the period
from1900 to 1915 wth the influx largely dueto A'nenian, Irish, and Italian
inmgrants. Geat Little Vitertom was perceived as anaccessible introduction

to the town, designed for this expandi ng popul ation.

The Mles Pratt House renained in the Pratt fanil)'é, throughout the twentieth
century. In 1978 the house was donated to the First Parish Gwrch of

Vit ertoan by Helen Robinson Wight. TheFirst Parish Church sold the house to
the present “ower in 1982, placing a preservation restrictiononthe property
to protect all of the significant exterior features of the house and carriage
house. This was the first residence in Vitertom to be subject to a
presF][yatlon restriction. TheMles Pratt House has been rehabilitated for use
as of fices.

The site of the Mles Pratt Hbuse has potential significance as a prehistoric
archeological site. |f the grounds have been general |y undi sturbed
investigation could provide insights into prehistoric land use in the area _
surroundi ng the knom fishweir at Vetertown Sguare. The historic archeol ogi cal
significance of the house dates primarily toPratt's residence. Sgnificance
lies inthe potential for understanding the social and economc |ifeways of the
famly of awealthy [ocal busi nessnan.
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation In Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition

* excellent I | deteriorated
*« good I lruins

o fair I I unexposed

Status
Accessible

Check one
. unaltered
« altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity
« alterations/integrity
e dates

I I boundary selection
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Reviewer
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Date

see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one

original site
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource
context

« relationship of integrity to significance

e justification of exception

* other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title date

13. Other

. Maps
¢ Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed— —— Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet















The Commonwedlth of Massachusatts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusdtts Historical Commission
VdeieA. Tdmage

Executive Director

Sale Historic Preservation Officer

Mrch 25, 1985

M. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

18th and CStreets, NW

Véshi ngton, OC 20240

Dear M. Shul | :
Encl osed you will find the follow ng nomnation forns:

glack Tavern, Dudley Center Road, Dudley, MA
| property.

Puck Mill, 60 Duck M|l Road, Fitchburg, MA
1 property. HRA pending, # 0631-85 M\ 85-0638.

Menorial Hall, School Street, MI ford, MA
1 property.

Mles Pratt House, 106 M. Auburn Street, Canbridge, MA
1 property. HRRA pending, # 0413-83- M 83-0402.

All have been voted eligible by the State ReviewBoard and have been signed

by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qwers were notified of pending

State ReviewBoard consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and were afforded

the opportunity tocomment. Cments received todate areattached tothe nomnation

forns.

Sincerely,

Sarah J. Z nmernan
Director, Preservation Planning
Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion

SiZ/ s
encl osur e

80 Boylson Street, Boston, Massachusets 02116 (617) 727-8470 , T
711 A1 fAN



